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INTRODUCTION. 

That  porticMi  of  the  continent  of  North  America 
formerly  known  as  the  Viceroyalty  of  New  Spain^ 
extended  firom  the  16th  to  the  42d  parallel  of  north 
latitude.*  It  was  bounded  on  the  east  by  Louisiana 
and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  on  the  west,  by  the  Pacific 
Ocean  i  on  the  ^orth,  by  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  south,  by  Guatimala  and  the 
Pacific.  This  vast  country  embraced  within  its 
limits  every  variety  of  soil,  climate,  and  productions ; 
but  was  sadly  deficient  in  population,  the  principal 
element  upon  which  nations  build  their  hopes  of 
greatness. 

The  Peruvian  Andes,  concentrating  themselves  at 
the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  gradually  expand  as  they  ad- 
vance towards  the  north,  until  their  ridges  spread  out 
into  great  plains,  which  are  called  table  lands.  These 
plateaus  are  elevated  from  6000  to  8500  feet  above 

*  Befbie  the  treaty  of  1819,  the  Spaniaids  olaimed  the  whole  territory 

te  ttM  north  of  tfaii  line. 

(18) 
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the  level  of  the  adjacent  seas;  and  from  their  surface 
spring  volcanic  peaks  which  piercing  the  clouds,  are 
covered  with  perpetual  snow;  the  height  of  their 
summits  varying  from  13,400  to  17,500  feet.  The 
Mexican  Cordillera,  passing  in  a  northerly  direction, 
takes  the  name  of  Sierra  Madre,  and  beyond  Guana- 
juato divides  into  three  great  chains  which  traverse 
the  country  in  different  directions.  The  central 
branch  runs  through  the  departments  of  Zacatecas, 
Durango,  Chihuahua,  and  New  Mexico,  where  it  joins 
the  southern  extremity  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  In 
this  chain  rise  the  head  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande 
which  flows  into  the  Mexican  gulf,  and  those  of  the 
Rio  Gila,  which  empty  into  the  Sea  of  Cortes.  The 
western  arm  of  the  Sierra  Madre,  advancing  toward 
the  north-west,  passes  through  Guadalaxara,  Sonora, 
and  Sinaloa,  and  forms  the  eastern  *barrier  of  Upper 
California.  The  eastern  chain,  traversing  San  Luis 
Potosi  and  New  Leon,  disappears  in  the  hills  of  Coa- 
huila.  These  mountains  are  composed  of  porphyritic 
rock,  interspersed  with  granite,  basalt,  amygdaloid, 
trap,  hornblende,  g)rpsum,  and  limestone.  They 
abound  in  rich  veins  of  gold,  silver,  zinc,  copper,  and 
mercury.  Iron  ore  also  exists,  but  the  scarcity  of 
fuel  prevents  its  manufacture. 

The  table  lands  are  for  a  great  part  of  the  year 
above  the  clouds,  and  during  the  dry  season  they 
present  a  parched,  dusty,  arid  appearance,  nearly 
destitute  of  trees;  yet  the  soil  is  extremely  fertile, 
and  where  water  can  be  procured  to  irrigate  the  land, 
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it  jTields  a  most  luxuriant  harvest.  In  tropical  Mexico 
the  rivers  are  small  and  confined  within  high,  narrow 
banks,  which  are  overflowed  during  the  rainy  season. 
This  is  also  the  case  with  the  rivers  of  Texas.*  The 
wet  season  begins  in  June  or  July,  and  continues  until 
September  or  October.  These  genial  showers  are 
accompanied  by  the  evolution  of  vast  quantities  of 
electrical  fluid,  attended  with  terrific  peals  of  thunden 
They  commence  upon  the  eastern  declivity  of  the 
Cordillera,  and  following  the  direction  of  the  trade 
winds  pass  from  east  to  west ;  the  rain  falling  ten  or 
fifteen  days  earlier  at  Vera  Cruz,  than  at  the  city  of 
Mexico.t 

The  departments  of  Yucatan,  Chiapas,  a  portion 
of  Tobasco,  Vera  Cruz,  M echoacan,  Jalisco,  Oaxaca, 
Puebla,  and  Mexico,  are  situated  within  the  regions 
called  Tierras  Calientes  (hot  lands),  and  produce  in 
abundance  every  variety  of  tropical  vegetation.  Su- 
gar, cotton,  rice,  cocoa,  cochineal,  indigo,  vanilla, 
oranges,  lemons,  grapes,  pineapples,  yams,  arid 
various  odoriferous  and  medicinal  gums,  grow  with  a 
rapidity  and  luxuriance  unknown  in  other  portions  of 
the  country.  Along  the  coasts,  and  in  the  low  humid 
valleys,  where  the  vegetable  world  seems  to  have 
reached  perfection,  the  oppressive  heat,  conjoined  with 
the  rapid  and  continuous  decomposition  of  whole 
forests,  generates  a  pestilential  and  mortal  poison, 
which  destroys  life  in  a  few  days ;  even  the  natives 

*  In  Yacatan  there  are  no  riTers  worthy  of  the  name.  f  Hamboldt. 
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sicken  and  die  if  they  expose  themselves,  at  certain 
periods,  to  the  influence  of  these  noxious  vapors.* 
These  districts  may  be  likened  to  a  vast  grave 
covered  with  flowers,  beautiful  indeed,  but  nourish- 
ed with  festering  corses. 

The  mean  temperature  of  the  Tierras  Calientes  is 
from  77^  to  79^  Fahrenheit;  the  thermometer  often 
rising  to  100^  in  the  shade,  and  sometimes  sinking 
to  61^  during  the  winter. 

At  an  elevation  of  4000  to  5000  feet,  upon  the 
expanded  ridges  of  the  mountains,  the  genial  warmth 
of  spring  reigns,  unbroken  by  the  hot  breath  of  sum- 
mer, or  the  rude  blasts  of  winter.  These  delightful 
regions  are  called  Tierras  Templadas,  and  possess 
a  climate  unequalled  upon  the  earth.  The  mean 
temperature  is  from  68^  to  70^  of  Fahrenheit,  the 
variation  being  about  ten  degrees  during  the  year. 
The  productions  of  the  temperate  region  are  both 
abundant  and  various ;  the  apple,  cherry,  strawberry, 
melons,  peaches,  olives,  wheat,  rye,  tobacco,t  pota- 
toes, and  maize  ;  the  last  forms  the  principal  food 
of  the  people  in  union  with  chili^  or  red  pepper,  tons 
of  which  are  consumed  annually.  Great  quantities 
of  beans  are  also  cultivated  on  the  table  lands.  Next 
in  importance  to  the  latter  is  the  maguey  (agave 
Americana),  from  which  the  natives  distil  a  beverage 
of  which  they  are  excessively  fond,  called  pulque^ 

*  The  VonUto  Prieto^  and  malignant  intermittents,  are  the  common 
diseases. 
f  Tobaoco  is  a  goTemment  monopoly. 
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and  a  sriU  stronger  Hquor,  (aguardiefite,)  which  is 
used  to  great  excess  in  the  large  citie&  and  towns^ 
This  plant  is  one  of  the  curiosities  of  Mexico ;  paper, 
thread,  and. ropes,  are  made  of  its  filnres,  and  pins  of 
its  sharp  thorns.  To  the  ancient  inhabitants-  of 
Mexico,  the  magney  was  invaluable.  It  has  been 
called  the  ^^  viae  of  the  Aztecs.^'  ft  Airmfthed  them 
with  medicine  and  even  food.  It  is  cultivated  extenr 
sively,  and  flowers  every  five  or  ten  years;  it  grows 
in  any  soil,  and  is  neither  injured  by  heat,  dronght, 
or  cold.  As  we  ascend  the  mountains,  we  reach  the 
Tierras  Frias  (or  cold  lands),  which  commence  at 
an  elevatimi  of  7200  feet  above  the  level  of  the  seau 
The  mean  temperature  of  this  region  is  about  60^ 
Fahrenheit,  the  mercury  sometimes  sinking  below 
40^.  The  valley  of  Anahuac  is  situated  in  this  zone, 
9od  is  blessed  with  a  climate  resembling  that  of 
France  and  Italy,  with  an  atmosphere  perfectly  trans- 
parent. Owing  to  the  great  elevation  of  the  high 
table  lands,  and  the  diminished  atmospheric  pressure, 
the  evaporation  of  fluids  is  extremely  rapid,  and  gives- 
to  them  a  dry  barren  aspect,  which  detracts  much 
from  their  beauty.  All  the  productions  of  the  tem*- 
perate  regions  flourish  in  the  Tierras  Frias,  until  they 
rise  above  8200  feet.  The  northern  provinces  of 
Mexico  are  equally  as  fertile  as  those  of  the  interior, 
though  they  do  not  possess  their  climate. 

The  principal  rivers  of  Mexico  are  the  Rio  Bravo- 
del  Norte,  the  Rio  Santander,  the  Panuco,  the  To- 
basco,  Santiago,  Zacatula,  Culiacan,  Rio  Gila,  and 
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the  Colorado;  but  few  of  these  streams  are  oavigahie. 
There  are  several  ialand  lakes  ie  Mexico;  at  one 
time  nearly  the  whole  of  the  central  plaiii»  or  Yallej 
of  Anahoac,  was  covered  by  sheets  of  fresh  and  sak 
water. 

The  principal  cities  of  Mexico  are,  the  capital, 
which  is  built  oa  the  site  of  ancient  Tenochtitlan, 
Queretaro,  Goanojuato,  Valladobd  of  MechoacaOf 
Merida,  Guadaiaxara,  Zacatecas,  Duraogo,  San  Loin 
Pgtosi,  Puebta,  Valiadolid  of  Yucatan,  Oaxaea, 
Jalapa,  Vera  Crus,  Tampico,  Acapulco,  Monterey^ 
Saltiilo,  Chihuahua,  Mazatlan,  Campeachy,  and 
Santa  Fe  of  New  Mexica  The  first  fourteett,  are 
cities  which  would  grace  any  country,  abounding  as 
they  do  in  churches,  convents,  and  palaces,  bnilt  of 
costly,  durable  materials,  and  in  aft  imposing  style  of 
architecture.  The  great  roads  leadii^  to  and  from  the 
capital  and  chief  cities  are  good ;  some  of  them,  which 
were  constructed  by  the  viceroys,  are  magnificent 

The  population  of  Mexico  has  never  been  accu* 
rately  ascertained  i  it  is  estimated  to  be  about  eight 
millions  and  a  half.  Of  this  number,  four  millions 
are  Indians,  three  millions  or  more  are  composed  of 
Mestizoes,  Mulattoes,  Zamboes  and  Negroes.  The 
smallest  portion  is  made  up  of  Creoles  and  Spaniards, 
who  are  the  most  intelligent,  as  they  are  the  most 
opulent  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mexico.  From  the 
latter  class  arise  the  dignitaries  of  the  church,  the 
commanders  of  the  army,  and  the  principal  officers 
of  the  state ;  while  the  castes^  and  Indians  are  little 


better  than  slaves,  (xr  serfs,  wko  are  bought  and  sold 
witb  llie  land  they  cukivate. 

The  Mexiean  churebes  are  splendid  sinietiires, 
and  are  the  depositories  of  immense  wealth,  which 
has  been  accumulating  for  centuries.  The  mass  of 
the  Mexican  people  are  steeped  in  poverty,  ignorance, 
and  vice ;  a  condition  they  have  been  brought  to  by 
the  monstrous  policy  of  their  Spanish  masters. 

Mexico  abounds  in  stupendous  ruins  and  natural 
curio^ties.  Among  the  latter  is  the  volcano  of  Jo-* 
ruUo,  in  the  state  of  Mechoacan ;  which  burst  forth 
on  the  Btgbt  of  the  28th  of  September,  1759,  from 
the  centre  of  a  vast  plain,  converting  it  in  a  few 
hours  into  a  sea  of  burning  lava,  from  the  middle  of 
which  arose  six  mountains,  from  1,312  to  1,640  feet 
above  the  surrounding  country.  The  principal  crater 
was  environed  by  thousands  of  smaller  ones,  from 
which  issued  sulphureous  vapors  and  subterraneous 
ndses.  Seventy-*five  miles  north-east  from  the  city 
of  Mexico,  is  the'  cataract  of  Regia,  M'hich  forces  its 
way  through  a  gorge,  from  the  sides  of  which  basaltic 
columns  rise  to  the  height  of  more  than  a  hundred 
feet.  These  columns  are  composed  of  regular  prisms 
of  five  or  six  sides,  and  resemble  those  of  Staffa,  in 
Scotland.  There  are  also  numerous  thermal  springs 
and  extensive  caves  scattered  through  the  country, 
portions  of  which  seem  to  be  hollow  like  a  honey- 
comb; through  which  flow  subterranean  rivers  and 
volcanic  fires.  Earthquakes  sometimes,  though  rarely, 
occur  in  Mexico. 
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The  architecturcJ  ruiiu  of  Mexico  are  amooK  the 
most  interesting  in  the  world,  from  their  exteot,  pre^ 
servatioQ,  and  the  skill  displayed  in  their  conitraction. 
These  singular  remains  are  very  numerous,  and  are 
found  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  from  the  Isthmus  to 
the  Rio  Gila,  The  most  important  of  these  edifices 
are  those  of  Mitla,  in  Oaxaea,  of  San  Juan  Teoti- 
huacan*  near  Otumba.  The  pyramids  of  Cholulu, 
and  Papantla ;  the  ruins  of  Xochicalco,  and  those  of 
Chi-Chen,  Uxmal,  Zayi,  Kabah,  Ichmul,  and  Pa« 
lenque  in  Yucatan :  all  of  which  have  been  described 
by  Stephens,  Meyer,  Norman,  Humboldt,  and  other 
travellers. 

Since  the  revolution  of  1823,  Mexico  has  been 
divided  into  states,  each  of  which  was  then  declared 
to  be  sovereign  and  independent  They  are  as  fol- 
lows: Yucatan,  Chiapas,  Tobasco,  Vera  Cruz,PuehIa9 
Mexico,  Oaxaea,  Guadalaxara,  Mechoacan,  Jalisco^ 
Guanajuato,  Colima,  Zacatecas,  Queretarb,  Durango, 
New  Leon,  San  Luis  Potosi,  Sinaloa,  Sonora,  Upper 
and  Lower  California,  Chihuahuai  New  Mexico^  Ta- 
maulipas,  Coahulla,  and  Texas. 

These  states  have  since  been  changed  into  de*^ 
partmentd  which  are  dependent  upon  a  central  con- 
solidated government,  the  head  of  which  is  the 
supreme  arbiter  of  the  destiny  of  the  Mexican 
people. 

The  Mexican  people  are  a  remarkable  race,  dif- 
fering in  all  respects  from  even  the  mopgrel  nations 
of  the  southern  continent.  They  are.of  a  melancholy 
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temperament,  and  bear  in  their  sad  coimtenances  the 
marks  of  much  suffering.  The  descendant  of  the 
Aztec  is  peculiarly  distinguished  in  this  way ;  and  we 
can  see  in  his  subdued  mien,  and  pensive  features, 
that  he  has  fdt  the  injuries  which  have  been  show- 
ered upon  his  devoted  head  by  the  bigoted,  cruel,  and 
bloody  conquerors,  who,  not  content  with  robbing  him 
of  his  liberty,  and  the  proceeds  of  his  toil,  have  even 
placed  a  gyve  upon  his  mind,  which  has  doomed 
him  to  eternal,  as  well  as  temporal  misery.  The 
Mestizoes,  Mulattoes,  and  other  castes,  are  more  gay, 
but  less  honest  and  brave.  Some  of  the  Creoles  of 
Mexico  are  intelligent,  and  possess  the  virtues  of 
their  Castilian  sixes  in  a  high  degree. 
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Thi  Origin  of  the  Mexieans  —  Monteznmt^t  Account  of  the  History  of 
his  People — The  Exodnt  of  the  Toltect,  Chichemecas,  AcolhtranSi 
and  Aztees —-Their  Conquest  of  the  Valley  of  Anahnae— -The 
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.  Power  and  Magnifteenee  —  The  great  Tbmple  of  Meueo— The 
Retigien  of  the  Aatecs. 

The  early  history  of  the  Mexicans,  the  ancestors  of 
those  who  inhabited  the  vale  of  Anahuac  at  the  period  of 
the  Spanish  Conquest,  is,  like  that  of  most  other  nations, 
involved  in  clouds  of  impenetrable  obscurity;  the  slight 
knowledge  we  are  in  possession  of,  serving,  like  the  monu- 
mental ruins  scattered  over  the  continent  from  Yucatan 
to  the  Rio  Bravo,  to  excite,  without  gratifying,  the  curi- 
osity of  the  inquisitive  traveller ;  and  the  origin,  rise, 
and  progressive  development  of  this  singular  race,  must 
forever  remain  hidden  from  die  searching  eye  of  the  his- 
torian. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  learned,  who  have  endeavored 

(»8) 


24  ORIGIN  OF  THE  MEXICANS. 


to  trace  the  origin  of  those  tribes  which  acknowledged  the 
sway  df  the  warlike  Montezumas,  that  they  were  descended 
from  some  of  the  many  wandering  barbarian  hordes  which 
inhabited  the  wilds  of  Eastern  Asia.  Humboldt  advances 
the  hypothesis,  that  they  may  have  been  a  portion  of  those 
fierce  warriors  who,  under  the  name  of  Huns,  ravaged  the 
plains  of  Europe  and  Asia, — at  one  time,  threatening  the 
destruction  of  the  Roman  empire  itself;  and  who  obtained, 
from  the  desolating  .character  of  their  invasions,  the  terrible 
appellation  of  the  "scourges  of  God.*' 

After  the  death  of  their  leader,  the  dreaded  Attila,  who 
died  about  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century,  the  Huns  retired 
to  their  own  country,  which  was  among  those  vast  deserts 
whieh  border  upon  the  north  of  China.  It  is  recorded,  by 
the  Celestial  historians,  that  a  portion  of  these  Tartar 
tribes  subsequently  advanced  far  to  the  north-west,  and 
disappeared  in  the  wilds  of  Siberia;  from  whence  they 
probably  reached  the  shores  of  the  American  continent  ;* 
the  passage  flrom  one  coast  to  the  other  being  no  great 
enterprise,  when  undertaken  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year 
when  the  winds  are  favorable. 

The  traditions,  physical  (^ganization,  and  written 
(hi^Dglyphic)  records  of  the  Mexicans,  support  the  above 
opinion ;  and  the  advanced  state  of  civilization,  which  dis- 
tinguished them  from  the  surrounding  savages,  can  be 
accounted  for  in  no  other  rational  manner.  The  Mexicans 
have  a  darker  skin,  than  the  Indians  of  the  north,  or  than 
those  of  South  America.  They  have  more  beard  than  any 
of  the  southern  tribes,  and  bear  a  striking  resemblance 
to  the  Malays  of  Eastern  Asia.f  Neither  heat  nor  cold 
affects  their  color;  the  native  of  the  Cordilleras  is  as 
swarthy  as  the  inhabitant  of  the  Tierra  Caliente. 

The  account  given  by  the  ill-fated  Montezuma  to 
Cortes,  of  the  history  of  his  people,  is  as  follows : 
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^  It  is  How  a  long  time  sinoe,  hy  meaaa  of  written  re- 
oords,  we  learned  from  our  ancestors,  that  neitker  myself 
nor  any  of  lliose  who  inhaUt  this  region,  are  deseended 
ftom  its  original  inhabitants,  but  from  strangers,  who 
eame  hither  ftom  a  very  distant  land.  We  hare  also 
learned,  that  a  prince,  whose  vassals  they  were,  condueted 
them  to  this  country;  and  then  retoroied  to  his  native  land. 
He  came  again  to  this  region,  after  the  lapse  of  mnxk 
time,  and  found  that  his  people  had  intermarried  widi 
the  native  inhabitants^  by  whom  they  had  many  children^ 
and  had  built  towns,  in  which  they  resided.  When  he 
desired  them  to  return  with  him,  they  reftwed;  nor 
would  they  acknowledge  him  as  their  sovoreign^  So  he 
departed;  and  we  have  always  heard  that  his  descend* 
ants  wofdd  come  and  conquer  this  land,  and  reduce  it  to 
sal0eetion«*'*    ^ 

The  variety  of  dialects  spoken  in  Mexioo,  would  seem 
to  indicate  that  ike  population  was  composed  of  many 
different  tribes.  We  learn  from  the  traditions  of  Ae 
Mexicans,  that  the  Tolteos,  (who  were  the  pioneers  who 
opened  llie  way  for  the  oth^  tribes,)  arrived  in  AnahuaC} 
as  eariy  as  the  year  M8. 

This  tribe  was  far  advanced  in  the  arts  of  civilization. 
They  cultivated  the  fruitful  soil,  which  heretofore  had 
scarcely  furnished  a  precarious  subsistence  to  the  original 
inhabitants.  They  planted  com  and  cotton;  built  cities, 
and  facilitated  the  communication  between  them  by 
means  of  public  roads.  They  lived  under  a  regular 
system  of  government,  and  were  the  bnildars  of  those  im- 
mense pyramids  and  temples, — the  remains  of  which  are 
the  wonder  of  modem  times.  They  were  skilled  in  tiie 
art  of  hieroglyphic  writing,  were  acquainted  with  the  use 
of  metals,  and  their  method  of  computing  time  was  more 
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eompfioaAed  and  perfoet  Ikan  Aat  of  the  anneiit  Gredu 
and  Romans.* 

Tht  Tokecs  WW0  foDiywed,  in  1170,  bjr  Ham  Ghidiim«oa» 
(fram  whoBi  ibe  vepaUican«  of  TlaBcala  derived  tkeir 
deseeaty)  and  eight  years  aftevwarde,  in  IITS,  the  Makast*- 
laei  appeared  in  Mexioo.  The  latter  tribe  waa  anoeeedec^ 
in  llMy  bj  the  AeolfaaaBa  and  Axteca.  These  different 
trihea  emigraled  from  the  aame  region,  wpeke  the  aaoe 
language,  and  were  united  hf  the  ties  of  a  oonHnon  an* 
eeaty;  adnrifag  the  aaane  sanguinary  deities,  and  living 
oader  an  analogoas  system  of  government. 

As  the  human  tide  rolled  souAward,  each  suceeeding 
wave  insreaaing  the  strength  and  renewing  the  eneigy  of 
Ae  invaders,  the  aborigines  of  the  country  wididrew  from 
(heir  aaeient- abodes;  unaUe  to  resist  the  power  of  the 
strangers,  or  too  wise  to  submit  their  liberties  to  the  issue 
of  a  donhtftd  contest. 

Having  gained  possession  of  the  most  beautifiil  and 
iwiting  portion  of  the  continent,  the  invaders  rapidly 
increased  in  power  and  in  numbers.  In  Ihe  year  1M0, 
the  great  city  of  Tenochlitlan  was  built,  upon  a  group 
of  small  islands,  in  the  midst  of  the  lakes,  wfaidi  at  that 
time  covered  nearly  the  whole  valley  of  Mexico.  Brevi- 
otts  to  this  event,  the  people  were  governed  by  petty 
chiefii,like  the  savages  of  our  oWn  forests;  after  the  build- 
ing of  the  city,  a  monarch  was  elected,  whose  dominion, 
however,  did  not  extend  beyond  the  walls  of  the  ancient 
capital. 

The  progress  of  the  strangers  in  sul^ecting  the  sur* 
rounding  t^ritory  was  slow  and  difficult;  the  neighboring 
tribes  were  fierce  and  warlike;  and  it  was  not  until  the 
reign  of  Montexuma  L,  that  the  whole  valley  of  Anahuao 


*  It  was  identically  the  tame  as  that  of  the  Hindoos,  Chinese,  Thibet- 
ans, and  Japanese— another  eridenee  in  fhror  of  the  Asiatic  origin  of 
these  pec^le.—- Hnmboldt's  Reseaiches* 
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Aekaowledsed  their  sway.  He  wu  tfie  fifili  king  of  tba 
Astros,  9abA  rendered  llie  naaie  of  hie  reoe  tendUe  to  Ike 
A^feoest  tribei.  Dnruig  the  reigns  of  hie  raoeeeeore, 
AhttiteoCl,  Axigaotlt  and  Menftesmna  IL,  Ihe  empire  re- 
oeired  eontidemUe  addttiaBB  in  territeiy  and  poptdaAiQii* 

Monteauna  Xeeqjolzin,  or  ^  Yonager,  ^idie  was  Ae 
ninth  king  of  Mezieo»  was  eleoled  te  the^dirone  in  the  year 
1602.  He  owed  hie  eleration  to  hie  wise  and  TirtiioiMi 
^ondnet;  and,  like  Ihe  monarcheef  anHqnitjr,  he  nnlted  in 
his  pecsen  tfie  saered  effieee  of  priest  and  kmg.*  This 
princer-^either  being  a  tyrant  by  natore,  or  changing  his 
disposition  witfi  his  Btate,«-Hfto  eooner  fonnd  huoMelf  at  the 
head  of  the  tm/giat^  than  he  threw  off  that  modesty  and 
ansterity  which  had  heretofiire  dirtingoished  him^  and 
whioh,  more  &an  hie  wariike  Thrtnes,  had  gained  him  Ae 
esteem  of  his  people.  The  ceremony  of  his  investmeat 
with  the  supreme  power,  was  celebrated  with  singular 
pon^)  and  magnilleenca.  He  made  war  npon  a  noi^ 
boring  tribe,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  yictims  to  grace 
his  eoroaationi  and  Ihonsands  of  nnhappy  captives  were 
saoriflced  upon  the  altars  of  the  bkxkly  deities,  who  were 
smpposed  to  preside  over  the  destinies  of  the  Aztec  race. 

His  arrogance  swdUng  wilh  his  power,  he  disdained 
to  be  served  fay  the  menials  of  the  royal  household,  and 
substitated  in  their  stead  the  first  nobles  of  the  empire. 
All  the  great  vassals  and  fendatwy  diiefii  were  compelled 
to  reside  a  certain  time  at  the  capital ;  and,  in  their  ab- 
sMice,  to  leave  their  sons  and  kinsmen  at  court,  as  hostages 
for  their  fidelity.  S%x  hundred  of  these  nobles  waited  con* 
stantly  in  the  spaeions  halls  of  llie  imperial  palace ;  Hieir 
persons  clothed  in  the  ooarsest  garments,  and  llieir  leet 
bare  of  covering  ;-^for  the  very  precinets  of  die  mansion 
which  sheltered  their  prince,  was  deemed  sacred  by  these 
barbarians,  who  revered  tiieir  sovereign  as  a  demigod.t 
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Like  the  oriental  potentates,  Montezoma  maintaiiied  aa 
extensive  seraglio,  filled  vnA.  the  most  beantiflil  and  ac* 
eompUshed  women,  gathered  from  every  quarter  of  hia 
kingdom*  Upon  occasions  of  high  festivity,  the  monarch 
was  served  in  massive  plate  of  the  purest  gold,  wrought 
with  a  skill  worthy  of  the  eostly  matmal.  The  number 
and  variety  of  the  dishes  served  for  the  royal  repast, 
astonished  the  abstemious  Spaniards,  who  were  accus* 
tomed  to  a  more  simple  fare.  The  dishes  covered  the  floor 
of  a  great  hall,  and  consisted  of  elaborate  preparations  of 
fish,  game,  and  tropical  firoits.  Snrrounded  by  the  most 
beautiful  women  of  his  sera^o,-*listening  to  strains  of 
liie  softest  music,  which  rolled  in  harmonious  numbers 
through  his  halls,  lulling  his  ambitious  spirit  to  repose, — 
the  Mexican  Sardanapalus  dreamed  not  of  the  impending 

danger, 

««Wliioh,  like  a  pestiknee,  hung  im  the  siek  sir,** 

was  ready  to  involve  his  empire  and  himself  in  one  com- 
mon rain. 

Hie  Mexican  empire,  at  the  period  of  the  Conquest,  had 
existed  one  hundred  and  thirty  years;  it  extended  firom 
the  14th  to  the  21st  parallel,  comprising  an  .area  of  15,000 
square  leagues  of  land, — teeming  with  exhaustless  wealth, 
and  virarmed  by  liie  brightest  of  tropical  suns.f  The  city 
of  Tenochtitlan  was  worthy  of  being  the  capital  of  a  great 
kingdom,  and  equalled  the  proudest  cities  of  Spain  in  ex- 
tent and  population.  It  was  laid  out  with  great  regularity 
into  streets,  intersected  by  canals,  which  were  filled  by 
boats  from  the  neighboring  shores.  The  public  square 
was  of  immense  size,  and  capable  of  containing  fifty 
thousand  people.  The  temples,  royal  palaces,  and  houses 
(tf  the  nobles,  were  built  of  stone ;  the  houses  of  the  multi- 
tude were  constructed  of  wood,  and  a  volcanic  substance 

thrown  firom  the  craters  of  the  adjoining  mountains.    The 
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temple  of  Mexitli  (the  Mexioan  god  of  war,)  was  a  stu- 
pendeiu  Btnifstare,  rising  to  the  height  of  a  htmdred  and 
aevemty-seveii  feet;  it  was  three  hundred  and  eighteen 
feet  sqoare  at  its  base,  and  its  form  was  that  oi  a  tnin* 
eated  pyraimd.  This  edifice  was  formed  of  earthy  aod 
stone,  and  resembled  the  monuments  of  a  foirgiotten  people, 
which  are  found  scattered  throughout  Asia.*  Three  great 
dykes  traversed  the  lake,  leading  from  the  city  to  the 
mainland;  they  were  about  thirty  feet  in  width,  and 
opened  at  intervals,  for  the  passage  of  boats.  These 
openings,  or  canals,  were  covered  with  bridges,  wide 
enough  for  ten  men  to  ride  abreast.  The  shcnmi  of  the 
lakes  were  covered  by  numerous  towns  and  villages,  filled 
with  a  busy  population,  who  maintained  an  active  inter* 
course  with  the  capital.^  "'  Adorned  with  numerous  torn* 
pies,  surrounded  by  water  and  dykes,  founded  on  islanda 
covered  with  verdure,  and  receiving  hourly  in  its  streets 
thousands  of  boats-— the  ancient  Tenocfatitlan  must  have 
resembled  some  of  the  cities  of-  Holland,  China,  or  the 
Delta  of  Lower  Egypt.*? 

The  goveiBment  of  Mexioo  was  purely  despotic;  the 
will  of  the  monarch  was  the  supreme  law,  firom  which 
Acre  was  no  appeal.  The  country  was  divided  into  dis- 
tricts, over  which  presided  a  feudatory  chief,  who  held  his 
office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  king^  The  JVlexicans  had 
a  regular  system  of  police,  judges,  advocates  and  score* 
taries.|  The  courts  administered  justice,  and  possessed 
original  and  final  jurisdiction,  sutgect  alone  to  the  will  of 
the  sovereign. 

The  wcHTst  feature  in  the  Mexican  character,  was  the 
cruel  and  bloocty  superstition  which  pervaded  the  empire. 
It  was  probably  the  most  diebasing  and  sanguinary  reli* 
gious  system  that  ever  obtained  the  homage  of  mankind. 
The  Astec  deities  were  devoid  of  a  single  attractive  vir*- 

e  Hnmb^t  t  C^^rtas'  OiqwtolM.  $  Aid; 
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tue;  and  were  only  to  be  propitiated  fay  the  sacrifiee  of 
kamaii  vietimii)  whose  hearts  were  torn  ftvm.  their  quiver^ 
iag  bodies  aad  throwR  upoa  the  altars  drendied  witfi  s» 
much  gore.*  Every  street  of  the  eapital  had  ks  temple;-— 
every  house  its  hottsehold  god,  before  whith  the  dehided 
heathen  prostrated  htmself  in  adoratioet. 

The  principal  temples  were  crowded  with  a  moltitiide 
of  priests,  who  were  also  the  instructors  of  the  Mexican 
youth.  These  persons  never  married,  bat  lived  apart  flmn 
the  people,  shnt  up  within  llie  walls  of  their  several 
doisteni,  like  the  monks  of  Spaia  acid  Italy  .f 

All  the  eaptives  taken  in  war  were  destitted  to  meet 
the  late  awarded  to  the  conqu^ed,  l^  their  fantastic  and 
gloomy  laws,  sanctioned  fay  time  and  hereditary  snpersti* 
tion.  Not  only  prisoners  taken  in  battle,  hat  yoang  boye 
and  maidens,  were  also  put  to  death;  aad  even  infants 
were  sometimes  slaughtered  upon  extraordinary  oecasioas  4 
This  horrible  superstition  prevailed  throughout  the  aatfoa, 
and  even  extended  to  the  a4|aeent  tribes,  who  did  not  ac- 
knowledge the  sovereignty  of  Mexico;  and,  from  the 
shores  of  the  Gulf  to  the  Padio,  the  wail  of  victims,  and 
Ae  songs  of  the  priests— eelebrating  the  triomph  of  their 
sanguinary  gods,  were  heard  on  every  side.  It  is  recorded 
by  historians  w<»thy  of  belief,  that,  at  the  dedioation  of  the 
great  temple,  sixty-four  thousand  persons  were  sacrificed. 

It  is  a  singular  fact,  that  the  Mexicans  have  a  tradition, 
ascribing'  their  knowledge  of  agriculture  and  the  arts  to  a 
white  man,  who  landed  at  die  head  of  a  band  of  strangers 
from  the  north.  He  was  worshiped,  by  the  Indians,  un- 
der the  name  of  Quetzalcoatl,  and  was  the  only  divinity  in 
their  cal^idar  who  was  adored  vrithqiut  bloodshed.  This 
mysterious  being  is  said  to  have  abhorred  their  usual  mode 
of  worship,  and  instructed  them  to  offer  up  bread,  flowers, 
and  incense.    He  taught  them  to  found  metals,  to  cut  the 
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hardest  stones,  and  to  work  in  gold  and  sihrer.  Every- 
thing prospered  in  his  reign,  and  peace  and  security  for 
once  usurped  the  place  of  war.  The  Mexican  clergy  say 
this  benevolent  stranger  was  the  Apostle  St.  Thomas,  and 
declare,  that  at  one  time,  the  gospel  was  preached  in  this 
benighted  land.*  The  Aztecs  probably  brought  these  ideas 
with  them,  from  their  ancient  abodes  in  Eastern  Asia; 
where  similar  legends  prevail  among  the  Tartars,  who 
inhabit  that  region.f 

The  empire  of  Montezuma  had  reached  its  culminating 
point,  when  the  Deity,  whose  laws  had  been  outraged  by 
the  infernal  rites  of  this  people,  prepared  to  pour  upon 
their  devoted  heads  the  accumulated  horrors  that  a  con- 
quered race  receive  from  a  bigoted,  cruel,  and  vindictive  foe, 

•Hmboldt  iJhid. 
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HcRVAKDO  CoBTES-^He  Ifinds  ^tVen  Crai— His  Force-— The  Gal* 
lent  Defence  of  the  Tlascalans — The  Massacre  at  Cholula — The 
Spaniards  enter  Tenochtitlan— The  Imprisonment  of  Montezuma  — 
The  Expedition  against  Narraes — The  Revolt  of  the  Mexicans, 
and  the  De«th  of  Monteznma— *The  Retieat  of  the  tnYaders—- La 
Noebe  Triste^Tke  Battle  of  Otoasbtt— The  Fi^  of  Mexico— Th« 
Cniel^  of  the  Oonquetois  **  ConTenion  of  tl^e  Indians  —  Mission- 
aries—•Government  of  Mexico — Las  Casas-— Leyas  Las  Indias— - 
Council  of  the  Indies  —  Philip  H.  —  His  Policy  —  Decline  of  the- 
Power  of  Spain— English  Buccaneers — Ignorance  of  the  Mexicans 
—Their  Depravity  and  SnperstilioB. 

Among  tbe  host  q£  adveHtarooB  ainriti  who  fidlowed  in 
the  trsMskfl  of  Cdiuaabofl,  aiid  sought  in  the  opnlent  regions 
of  the  New  World,  that  wealth  and  distinction  denied 
them  in  tbe  M  hemisphere,  was  Hemaa  Gortes ;  a  cava- 
lier of  no  great  family,  whose  only  hope  of  advancement 
depended  upon  the  nse  he  made  of  the  advantages  nature 
had  bestowed  upon  him.  Though  poor  and  needy,  Corte? 
possessed  a  soaring  and  ambitioas  spirit,  and  a  mind  and 
poKKm  peculiarly  smted  to  carry  out  the  ent^prise  he  was 
called  upon  to  lead.  An  enteiiHrise,  as  lofty  in  its  concep* 
tlon,  as  it  was  complete  in  execution. 

Cortes  landed  upon  the  coast  of  Mexico  on  Gk)od  IVi- 
day,  in  the  year  1510,  at  the  head  of  six  hundred  and 
seventeen  men,*  sixteen  of  whom  were  mounted.  He  had 
a  train  of  cannon,  consisting  of  ten  field  pieces  and  four 
falconets.    Wi&  this  slender  force  he  attempted  the  con- 

*  Five  hundred  and  eight  soldiers,  and  one  hundred  and  nine  seamea 

and  artificers. 
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quest  of  a  country,  inhabited  by  a  brave  and  warlike 
people,  governed  by  a  prince  revered  by  his  subjects,  and 
feared  by  the  adjacent  tribes,  who  trembled  at  his  name 
The  invaders  were  aDowed  to  advance  into  the  interior, 
nntil  they  entered  the  tenitoiy  of  Tlascala,  when  they  en- 
countered an  Imposition  as  fierce  and  determined,  as  it 
was  unexpected.  1%e  people  of  Tlascala  were  among 
the  bravest  and  most  warlike  nations  of  the  continent; 
they  defied  the  power  of  Montezuma  in  war,  and  scorned 
his  endeavors  to  bring  them  under  his  sway  in  peace. 
They  disputed  the  paasi^  of  the  Spaniards  at  ewiy  s^p, 
defending  their  country  wttti  a  pertiAacity  worthy  of  &eir 
reputation.  And  it  was  not  until  they  had  lost  tfie  bravest 
warriors  of  fheir  tribe,  that  convinced  of  the  superiority  of 
the  invaders,  they  ceased  their  gallant  efibrts.* 

Cortes  entered  the  city  of  Tlascala  on  the  16th  of. 
September,  1519,  and  was  leeeived  as  a  diviaity  whose 
arms  were  irresistible,  a  child  of  the  sun,  whom  it  would 
have  been  impious  madness  to  oppose  with  material  and 
ordinary  weapons.  The  Spanish  soldiers  were  rejoiced  at 
their  victory,  preceded  as  it  had  been  by  so  many  contests 
which  seemed  endless.  Th^  murmured  loudly  agidnst 
their  leader,  regarding  him  as  a  madman,  or  to  use  his 
own  words,  ''as  a  Peter  Carbonero,  who  had  brotightlhem 
into  dangers  from  which  they  could  not  escape.* 

Oortes  succeeded  in  forming  an  alliance  with  the  Tlas- 
•calans,  which  was  never  shaken  during  the  war  of  the 
•conquest.  After  remaining  here  for  some  thirty  days,  the 
'Spaniards  advanced  to  Cholula,  a  oity  six  leagues  distant, 
where  they  were  received  with  all  the  reverence  due  to 
their  supposed  origin.  Ghohila  was  the  holy  city  of  Ana- 
*huac,  the  place  of  sacrifice  and  oblation,  the  favorite  sanc- 
tuary of  the  gods.  It  was  at  this  city  that  Cortes  learned 
Ihe  design  of  the  pe<^le  to  destroy  him.    Warned  by  his 
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iatopntoi^  Dbam  MiiiiBai  ikmt  the  ClhriotiBn  hmi  wamiA* 
AmI  u  cbUdbw  teiQ9  tW  ftiflh^  inlfe  gr^ 
by  othsr  j^n^araBMB  vrU<&  mdiaated  hoilUityy  A6  fipaniA 
jparJOT  ttiddeMljr  alteckAd  Ike  ttieaqr  and  ahiqghiiimd  lix 
fligwd  «f  Ikem;  the  aasflaoie  eontiiiiiliig  lb»  %im  dajw 
Ondn  9Mi  of  October  the  iaTadnto  lesamed  llie  mveli 
tomraid  TeaeabtithA«  fiiBonved  by  fte  bffttTSBt.TMunms  at 
Tlmwmim,  who  w«w  eager  tmhefe  in  the  aolMpated 
■tanggle  with  their  powerfU  eneiaiee^  die  sotgeete  ef  Moa- 
tuauam*  Tbb  eonqaeror  wee  met  ea  the  road  bytiie 
chiefs  of  Ihe  eooiitij,  who  eeatplaiaed  bitteriy  of  <bs 
^aaay  of  the  hiag.  lUa  wantof  henaoay  pleased  the 
iavader,  who  eayB  he  applied  to  tli^  eoaditioBy  the  worde 
efthe  BtaageJiiit,  <<  Every  kingdom  divided  agaiaat  hadPi 
idhall  be  readered  deaelate/' 

Oertei  entered  the  etty  of  Teaoehti&m  on  tike  8th  of 
HoMoiher,  U19,  and  wae  reeeiired  by  JMoatenai*.  wilh 
eaMinne  ef  reveieaee  and  fran  The  Spaniarde  wwre 
tMated  wttb  gieat  berpitali^,  bat  ae  their  eaftly  depeaded 
apea  the  precaooos  fairer  ef  <he  Empeanir,  thehr  poaltioB 
l^eaaie  eae  ef  ertnoM  peril*  la  order  to  eaturs  hiM  safety 
Coites  aeieed  the  pemoa  ef  the  pitBite;  and  thenoefiNrdi  he 
adtainistiiwid  the  govevameat  ia  the  aame  of  Monte2iaaa> 
who  was  a  aiere  tool  in  the  heads  of  the  orafty  G^paaierd. 
Cortes  used  his  power  to  adyaaee  his  owa  pnrpoaesy  e}eva-» 
flag  a^d  deposing  simA  perrions  as  wees  frieadly  or  hostile 
te  hie  measiawi.  Vniiie  ia  the  flitt  tide  of  his  success  di# 
iaTadsi  reeeiirod  the  starffiag  iatelUgeaoe  of  the  antral  of 
a  Ibraiidable  fleet,  fitted  out  by  his  enemy  YelasquieB,  the 
GSovemor  of  Cidba.  Leaving  his  lieatenaat  Don  Pedro  do 
llvaredo  with  five  hundred  troops  to  garrieoA  Teaoehtit- 
laa,  Cortes  marched  witli  a  division  of  seventy  men  toward 
the  coast.  At  Chofada  he  was  joined  by  Velasqnes  do 
Leoa.  Sooa  after  he  was  relafiwoed  by  the  garrison  of 
Vera  Gras,  oader  Joaa  do  Sandoval,  one  of  the  bravest  of 
hie  eaptaUs*    Narvaea,  Ike  eemmaader  ef  the  hostile 
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expaditum,adTaaeed  to  the  city  of  ZeBipoftHa,  peodaioiiiif 
Ccnrtes  a  rebel  to  the  king,  aad  a  preenmptuons  MiHaw* 
By  hift  Bubtle  intrigues,  and  a  Ifl>eral  nee  of  him  gold,  the 
emiqneror  eomtptad  the  faith  of  the  SaOaiwen  of  Narvaes, 
and  attacking  their  position  during  the  nigl^defiDated 
them,  taking  their  leader  priscmer,  and  erentnally  penmad- 
ing  his  men  to  transfer  fheir  allegiance  to  himself.  Bf 
his  trinmj^  over  Narvaes,  Cortes  obtained  an  accession  to 
his  forces  of  one  thousand  Spanish  sohUen.  Daimg  his 
absepce  fiom  the  capital  the  Mexicans  revoked  and  evea 
threatened  to  destroy  tibe  garrison.  Af^rised  of  this, 
Cortes  reiorned  to  the  city  v^th  speed,  and  was  received 
by  Alvarado  as  a  deliverer  sent  from  above  to  his  aid* 
Elated  by  his  sBooeess,  the  Spanish  leader  treated  the 
natives  vdth  increased  haughtiness^  and  jMovoked  fheir 
anger,  abeady  ronsed,  fay  repeated  ii^Juries*  The  people 
rose  upon  the  invaders  and  besieged  them  in  their  quarters, 
displaying  an  intrepidity  and  reckless  firaocity  as  unezpeet- 
ed  as  it  vras  alarming.  They  rushed  to  tlie  veiy  watts 
of  the  palaee  vi^iich  sheltered  the  strangen,  and  songht 
dieir  deaths  **  even  at  the  cannon's  mouth.''  Though  every 
discharge  of  the  artillery  sent  a  legion  to  eternity,  and 
every  blow  of  the  Spanish  stoel  dealt  a  mortal  viroond,  still 
they  fought  on,  until  die  shades  of  night  summoned  them 
to  repose.  On  the  following  day  Cortes  sallied  out  against 
the  enemy,  but  was  compelled  to  retreiU  with  die  loss  of 
twelve  killed  and  dxty  wounded.  Finding  it  impossible 
to  oontond  with  such  overwhelming  numbers,  tlie  invader 
caused  the  captive  monarch  to  be  brought  befiove  the 
infuriated  peofde  in  the  hope  of  quelling  their  wradi. 
Scarcely  had  Monteaouna  appeared,  virfaen  he  fell  mortaUy 
wounded  into  the  arms  of  his  attendants.  After  the  deadi 
of  the  royal  prisoner  the  evac\;iation  of  Tenochtitlaa 
became  imperative.  Influenced  by  the  prediction  of  an 
astrologer  who  vras  attached  to  his  army,  Cartes  appointed 
an  honr  for  tbe  retreat    Chi  die  1st  of  July»  15M^  at  the 
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bsBfot  of  midiiight  "when  the  etty  waii  iqppaiently  i^apped 
ia  abunber,  the  %>aiilaid»  stole  in  sileaca  from  Hieir 
fCMUrteniy  and  takiag  the  causeway  that  led  to  Tacuba 
jnarched  towaid  &e  main  land.  The  solemn  stillness 
whioh  leigned  throng^umt  the  city  was  suddenly  inteirupted 
by  tbe  flhonts  of  an  immense  mnltitude,  mingled  with  .the 
soimd  of  warlike  instmments  of  music.  The  fugitives 
were  assailed  in  front  and  rear,  and  upon  each  flank  at 
tibe  sane  moment.  Oowded  upon  a  narrow  dyke,  involved 
in  dajEkness,  tbeir  confiudon  prevented  &em  from  using 
diek  weapons  to  advantage.  The  straggle  continued  for 
several  boons  and  ^prtien  tfie  remnant  of  the  army  assem- 
bled at  TaoabOy  it  was  discovered  that  more  than  half 
tbeir  number  had  perished,  or  mere  dread&l  stiU,  had  been 
taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy.  The  Spaniards  lost  during 
ikSm  meVanchdy  night,  &elr  ardlieiy,  baggage,  several 
bones,-  and  two  Aousand  of  tiieir  Tlascalan  allies.  Be- 
tieating  toward  tiM»  coast,  diey  were  harassed  upon  the 
mardi  by  the  MexicaDs,  who  hung  upon  their  rear.  When 
iktj  aanrived  upon  the  hills,  which  overiooked  Otumba,  the 
fhgitiveB  beheld  an  immense  army,  extending  its  lines  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  *  Placing  himself  at  the  head 
of  his  men,  Cortes  led  them  to  the  charge;  after  fighting 
with  that  courage  which  desperation  alone  can  give,  the 
^Moiards  killed  &e  Mexican  leader,  who  bore  the  royal 
standard,  and  drove  his  army  vrilh  great  slaughter  from 
the  fi^.  On  the  fdlowing  day,  July  8th,  the  invaders 
amved  at  TIaseala,  the  end  of  Aeir  disastrous  march. 

After  Ae  lapse  of  six  months,  Cortes  again  advanced 
toward  Mexico,  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  and  fifty 
infiui^,  fiwty  eavaliy,  and  nine  pieces  of  cannon,  together 
with  an  army  of  ten  thousand  Tlascalans.  He  began  his 
maseh'on  tfie  96th. of  December,  1520,  and  captured  the 
^  of  Tensueot  bmlt  upon  Ae  idipres  of  the  lake,  twenty 
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knilefl  from  tiie  eapHal.  Hero  tfie  flpaniwrde  tematiiell'fbr 
months,  prepaiing  §olt  &e  straggle,  and  waiting  teffiitt 
reinfbi^eitients  Qkef  expected  from  Cuba.  Hating  dbtalneil 
poBseMon  of  Ae  lake,  Corte*  confibed  YAn  operaticns  1e 
skiisiiisliitig  wi^  Ae  Mexieaxifl,  etttlijig  oA*  tkeir  fluppties, 
and  annoying  them  whenever  ti^ey  appeared  beyond  fte 
walls  of  Tenochdilan. 

*  On  the  Sd  of  Jiilj^  1981,  &d  Genera)  orSet^d  an 
iassanlt  upon  the  eHy ;  his  tyoojps  eager  to  revenge  the  mas- 
sacre of  {he  pneViooA  year,  roshed  heedlesii^  onwaM, 
tiegleoting  to  seoore  their  retreat.  The  Mexicans  atta<MAg 
them  in  front  and  rear,  dtfote  l^em  back,  wifh  &e  lass  of 
several  kiUed  and  taken  prlsbners»  "Following  tip  Ihet^ 
vietoiy,  the  eAemy  charged  mpon  them  with  impefiooas 
Tat(tf^  and  fbrced  them  to  retfa^  to  Aeir  oamp.  'l%at 
bight  the  great  temple  of  M«litla  was  lighted  up  witlh 
unusual  splendor,  and  amid  the  songs  (^barbarous  triumpti, 
the  prisoners  who  )iad  been  eaptoi^  dtlring  the  dky,  we)^ 
sacrificed  upon  the  alta:ir8  of  tlie  accursed  idol.  Tile  heads 
r>t  the  victims  were  sent  Into  all  die  provistces  and  trfbvm 
taiy  states,  Announcing  that  the  god  himself  had  proclaimed 
iAe  destruclion  bf  the  euem/  within  eight  daye.  Obrt^l 
defeated  the  accomplishment  Of  this  prediction  by  remain«> 
ing  closely  shut  up  in  his  Camp  during  the  specified 
time.  When  the  natives  discovered  the  fallacy  of  the 
mtkde,  tiiey  'flocked  in  great  tlumbers  to  the  iritatidard  of 
the  stratigers,  and  l!he  Spahiard  soon  found  himself  at  Ibh 
head  of  one  hundred  and  fifVf  thousand  In^ans.*  Itestffii^ 
ing  their  operaticns  with  ihcreased  energy,  the  beriegers 
gained  possession  of  die  suburbs,  and  destroying  tM 
bouses  as  they  advanced,  they  gradually  cotttract^  Ihelt 
lines  so  as  to  confine  tfie  Meidcans  within  a  uairbW  eircler. 
Hie  provisions  prepared  Ibr  the  suppoit  of  the  people  W«M 
eonsuihed,  and  fe^mine  fbllowed  by  pestilence  t^sndensd  tha 
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liorron  ^  war  yet  mora  tenible*  Ubahakea  in  their 
resolutioii  to  defend  the  city  to  the  last,  they  diepnted 
every  inch  of  ground  with  a  oonstaney  bat  seldom  wit* 
neasedy  opposing  their  naked  bodies  to  the  steel  clad 
E^aniardsy  and  facing  deadi  in  all  its  forms,  rather  than 
sabfmt  their  liberties  to  the  will  of  a  conqueror.  Three- 
four^  of  the  city  was  in  rtuns,  evMy  avenue  was  filled 
wi&  the  persons  of  the  dead  or  wounded,  and  thousands 
lay  festering  in  the  canals  around.  At  length  the  fierce 
struggle  terminated,  and  the  dynasty  of  the  Montezumas 
ceased  to  exist.  The  energy  of  barbarian  valor  yielded  to 
the  skill  of  the  tAvOixed  invader ;  and  the  crimson  banner 
of  Gwtes,  inscribed  with  the  motto  of  the  earliest  of  Chris* 
tian  monarohs,  ^  In  hoc  signo  vinces,**  floated  over  the 
ruins  of  the  once  proud  capital  of  the  Mexican  empire. 
The  Spaniards  exasperated  by  repeated  disasters,  and  the 
loss  of  many  gallant  comrades  in  tlie  conflicts  i^ch  had 
Varied  the  siege,  signalized  their  hard  won  victory,  by  deeds 
of  the  most  diabdic  cruelty.  Their  Indian  allies  who  had 
many  a  grievous  wrong  to  avenge,  hastened  to  the  scene 
of  carnage,  and  quenched  their  hatred  in  the  blood  of  their 
detested  enemies.  The  Mexicans  emaciated  vrith  hunger, 
and  the  poison  which  exhaled  fl*om  the  dead  bodies  of 
tiieir  friends,  had  continued  the  contest  vrith  a  courage 
heightened  by  despair;  and  it  was  notuntQ  tfie  last  of  their 
monarchs,  the  heroic  Guatimorin,  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  his  pitiless  adversaries,  that  tfiey  had  ceased  to 
fight.  When  Cortes,  followed  by  his  veterans,  and  fifty 
thousand  allies,  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  the  beleaguered 
dty,  and  burned  the  palace  of  their  king,  &ey  yielded 
to  &e  stem  decrees  of  fate  and  retired  from  tlie  scene  of 
horror,  rendered  yet  more  dismal  by  the  mournful  glare  of 
<he  conflagration. 

**  Bo  ike  rode  soeae  did  end 
▲ad  dsiksflss  was  tke  bsfier  ofthedesd*** 

Cortes  tod£  possession  of  Teneektitlaa  oa  ikt  13di  of 
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August,  1521,  a  day  long  afterwards  celebrated  by  the 
deaoendants  of  ^  oonquistadors.  .  The  Spaniards  boob 
gained  possesstoti  of  die  whcde  country,  the  Keulenants  of 
Cortes  emulated  their  chief,  by  repeating  the  massacres  of 
the  capital  in  the  provinces.  The  names  of  Juan  de 
Sandoval,  Nuno  de  Guzman,  and  Pedro  Alvarado  obtained 
an  unenviable  celebrity  in  the  annals  of  the  conquest.  * 
Having  decided  upon  re-building  the  fallen  city,  Cortes 
pressed  into  his  service  its  fcxmer  inhabitants,  and  soon 
beheld  the  tovtrers  of  the  new  capital  rising  from  the  ruins 
ci  the  old.  In  the  year  1522,  the  emperw,  Charles  V., 
confirmed  the  conqueror  in  his  government;  who  now 
reaped  the  golden  harvest  he  had  won  by  his  daring 
enterprise.  Following  the  example  of  the  Spanish  col- 
onists in  the  islands,  the  invaders  proceeded  to  establish 
tiie  cruel  system  of  slavery,  known  as  enamdendas  and 
rqKtrHmienleroMf  which  had  depopulated  the  fair  isles  of  the 
western  seas  within  the  space  of  a  few  short  years,  f 
The  Mexicans  and  trurroonding  tribes  were  divided  among 
the  sokUery,  and  forced  to  till  the  soil,  moistened  with  the 
blood .  of  their  valiant  kinsmen  and  friends.  They  were 
bought  and  sokU  transferred  from  hand  to  hand,  and 
thousands  perished  under  the  harsh  treatment  of  their 
bigoted  masters,  with  whom  cruelty  was  a  principle,  and 
inhumanity  a  rule  of  action  sanctioned  by  usage  and  the 
policy  which  then  prevailed.  % 

In  ordegr  to  govern  the  territories  lately  annexed  to  the 
crown,  the  king  of  Spain  had  established  a  board,  known 
as  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  to  which  was  entrusted  the 
entire  management  of  the  colonies.  This  important  body 
had  been  founded  by  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  as  early  as 
1511,  and  was  caxeiuUy  fostered  by  his  successors,  who 
maintained  its  dignity,  and    upheld    its  supremacy  by 

*  Cortee*  Dispatches.  -f  Las  Cssss  Reladoli. 
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invariably  approving  its  decieionsy  right  or  wrong.*  In 
Ibis  counoil  was  vested  the  control  of  the  affairs  pertaining 
to  the  conqoered  provinces  in  the  new  world;  its  power 
was  paramount  in  all  cases,  civil,  miMtaiy,  and  eoclesias*' 
tical ;  from  it  all  the  lanirs  and  regulations  governing  the 
colonies  took  their  rise.  Be&re  it*  was  placed  all  the 
public  and  private  intelligence  relating  to  them.  The 
council  also  possessed  the  power  of  appointing  the  officers 
of  the  crown  employed  in  America,  from  the  representative 
of  the  Emperor,  to  the  lowest  official;  to  this  body  the 
fimctionaries  were  accountable  for  the  perfcmnaace  of 
their  duties^  and  punished  by  its  decrees,  in  case  of  mal- 
feasance in  office  or  disobedieAce  to  the  laws.  In  all 
questions  of  litigation  where  the  amount  of  pioperty 
exceeded  six  thousand  dollars,  the  counisil  performed  the 
duties  of  a  supreme  court  of  judicature,  and  its  decisions 
were  final.  The  king  was,  ex  qficio^  president  of  the  boaidt 
and  always  supposed  to  be  present  at  its  meetings.  A 
mcuority  of  two-thirds  of  the  councillors  was  necessaiy  to 
obtain  the  sanction  of  the  sovereign,  to  whom  its  deeiees 
were  submitted  for  approval. 

When  the  trade  to  the  colonies  assumed  greater  im* 
portance,  another  tribunal  was  organized,  called  the  Caaa 
de  la  Contrataoion,  which  was  located  at  Seville,  and 
performed  the  functions  pf  a  board  of  trade  and  marine 
court.  It  appointed  the  time  when  the  fleets  destined 
for  the  West  should  sail,  and  regulated  the  ireight,  burthen^ 
and  equipage,  of  all  the  vessels  employed  in  the  sendee. 
It  was  subordinate  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  and  il» 
decrees  were  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  hi§^r  author^ 
ity.  The  Roman  i'ontiff,  Alexander  VI.,  in  a  papal  Boll, 
issued  in  the  beginning  of  the  uxteenth  century,  when  the 
apirit  of  enteri»ise  first  began  to  develope  itself,  divided 
the  undiscovered  regions  of  the  earth  t^  an  imagiaaiy  linOi 
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nmntng  from  pole  to  polo ;  to  the  eaef  of  this  he  gftve  hit 
Ikidifal  Taisalfl,  the  PartagiaoBey  lonlimited  tway  over  aU 
the  eountriea  they  might  diioover.  He  waa  equaDy  geno^ 
pone  to  the  Caith^c  moaarohe  of  Spain^  and  pledged 
Uaifelf  to  confina  the  right  of  that  power  to  every  isle, 
ecmtiiient  aad  eea,  which  reflected  dieir  flag  in  the  wettem 
hemisphere.  TUb  was  the  magna  chartm  upon  which  the 
kbkgB  of  Castile  and  Airagon  founded  their  elaimi  to 
the  vast  poBeeaiionfl,  h^  by  diem  in  America.*  IlieB^ 
poesemone  were  the  peculiar  property  of  tlie  crown,  h^ 
by  a  different  tenure  firom  tiioee  belonging  to  the  state, 
and  were  therefore,  under  the  ab8ol«rte  contnd  of  the  sove- 
fitigny  whose  will  was  the  supreme  law  of  his  vassals,  in 
sfiritoal  as  woU  as  temporal  affairs ;  for  the  Pope  Alexao*- 
dBt  had  also  granted  to  Ferdinand  all  the  tithes  belonging 
lo  the  chmrch,  upon  condition  of  his  providing  for  the 
lieligibus  education  of  the  aborigines.  Julius  11.,  his  succes- 
sor confirmed  these  privileges,  adding  to  liiem  the  patronage 
of  all  the  benefieee,  dignities,  and  offices,  usually  claimed 
by  the  Holy  See,  as  her  share  of  the  spoil  of  conquered 
countries.t  The  Spanish  potentates  were  therefore  tiiO 
aetual  heads  of  the  church  as  well  as  the  state ;  and  their 
¥oices  were  potential  in  aXL  matters  relating  to  the  colonies. 
The  people  were  bound  hand  and  foot  to  the  throne,  and 
may  be  said  to  have  existed  merely  by  the  sufferance  of 
their  sovemgn,  who  held  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  his 
grasp.  The  fiBudal  system  as  it  obtained  in  the  new  world 
was  far  more  revolting  in  its  features  than  in  the  most 
despotic  realms  of  the  old  world,  where  there  was  at  least, 
a  sympathy  between  lord  and  serf,  foimded  upon  a  com- 
munity at  religion  and  origin ;  both  were  equally  white 
skinned^  and  claimed  the  protection  of  the  sathe  God. 
The  Mexieans  en  Ae  contrary  were  a  different  race  from 
Aeir  e<mqsk&N3M^  and  clung  with  all  the  tenacity  of  an 
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oppreflBeil  people,  to  llie  inattaeni  and  supefstftioiis  ef  VMc 
•neestors;  &e  boikfeiv  of  llioie  gigantlo  edifieea,  eonie^ 
cnled  to  tke  faagiinaiy  deitiee,  tkey  had  m  often  jHropitl- 
ated  with  the  blood  of  human  victinui.  There  waa  so 
bond  of  mkm  betweea  master  and  elaTe ;  no  eommeii 
gronad  admitting  of  an  intnehange  of  those  ibelingt 
pestenped  by  all  who  bear  the  likeneae  of  their  mak^. 
Forced  to  dig  into  ^  beweb  of  the  earth>  in  seardi  of  Hie 
predoua  metab,  or  to  toil  in  tfie  fid&  to  auieh  their  cnwd 
lonhr»  the  immediate  deioendanta  of  the  braTo  warrfofi, 
who  had  to  fiooeljr  redbted  the  Spanish  amui>  snlfered 
more  aerereljr  than  their  snooesBGny  for  though  conqaered^ 
they  were  not  mbdned,  and  their  eoorage  damped^  but  not 
•ztingiddied»  wtndd  at  iittervak  Uaae  out  and  threaten 
the  annihilatien  ef  the  haughty  ehzktianB.  Upon  subh 
eoeaeione  eelf^preeervatioa  dbtated  a  polioyy  that  owed  iii 
^xigin  to  the  firet  law  of  natcvei  however  inhnraan  it  may 
ke^e  been ;  the  Indians  were  pat  to  death  whenever  they 
retolted)  and  the  enrvivon  goaded  on  to  tiieir  taek  widi 
geeator  emelfy.*  The  ooatintted  reomrence  of  each  eoeaee 
leae  eoon  ai^arent  in  the  diminJBhiag  population;  the 
oooatiy  itfae  strewn  l^fli  the  bodies  of  the  mwdered 
natiTes,  and  the  monmfhl  tragedy  of  the  iaks,  waa  apon 
the  eve  of  finding  a  parallel  upon  the  oontinent. 

At  this  melancholy  crisisy  the  Indians  fbond  a  preserver^ 
in  the  person  of  the  h^^eenled  Dooniniean,  Bardkokmevt 
de  Las  Cases,  who  had  more  trae  chivalry  in  hie  hear! 
than  Cortes  and  all  Us  band,  more  self-d^iying  virtae  and 
moral  courage,  than  all  fhe  splendid  host  of  hnights  and 
barons,  that  gfittered  around-  the  throne  of  die  Emperor. 
The  wail  of  the  dying  Indian,  perishing  flmn  fatigoe  and 
famine,  though  hea^  from  afar,  sunk  into  his  heart,  and 
arensed  a  champion  in  their  behalf,  wImnm  praises  afie 
song  while  ^  lays  of  chivaliy  are  foigotten,  aad  the  strong- 


i     >i    ■■     nt,iutmm»JL'mmm*^^»mm 


f  LasOiSSSi 


4i  GBANT  m  FATOR  OF  TAB  INXXANa 

holiB  of  feudal  power  are  monldering  in  Ibe  dust.  Las 
Casas  had  beheld  vnik  hoiror,  in  HiBpaniola,  a  whole 
nation  melt  away  like  snow  beneath  flie  rays  of  the  stin ; 
an  innoeent  happy  race,  one  million  in  number,  reduced 
in  the  brief  space  of  fifteen  years,  to  sixty  thousand  miser* 
able  brings.  In  ord^  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  calamity, 
Ae  bishop  of  Chiapa,  announced  himself  the  protector  of 
the  Indians,  and  appealed  to  the  l^peror,  the  Council, 
and  the  dignitaries  of  the  church,  and  all  those  interested 
in  the  fate  of  the  conquered  countries ;  pleading  the  cause 
of  the  unhappy  victims  of  oppression,  with  all  the 
eloquence  a  feeling  heart  and  a  superior  intellect  could 
produce.  He  composed  a  treatise  upon  Ihe  sulgect,*  in 
which  he  boldly  denies  the  right  of  flie  king  of  Spain  to 
dispose  of  the  lives  and  liberty  of  his  Indian  subjects.  He 
disputes  the  formeriy  unquestioned  power  of  the  monarch, 
to  make  slaves  of  the  natives  of  distant  regions,  who  being 
without  the  pale  of  the  church,  w^re  deprived  of  the 
common  privileges  of  humanity.  ^  Tinn  woric  was  de- 
nounced by  the  Inquisition,  as  qpposed  to  the  dedcu'ations 
of  St.  Peter,  and  St.  Paul,  concerning  the  submission  of 
seifii  and  vassals  to  their  lords  f*  and  the  benevolent 
apostle  of  suffering  millions,  severely  censured  for  his  noble 
efforts  in  their  behalf.f  The  exerticms  of  Las  Gasas  were, 
however,  productive  of  much  good;  the  Emperor,  Charles 
v.,  moved  by  his  eloquence,  granted  several  important 
ordinances  in  theb  favor«  The  Indians  were  declared  to 
be  freemen,  subject  to  the  crown  alone,  and  the  conquerors 
were  forbidden  to  treat  them  as  slaves,  or  otherwise  oppress 
them.j;  Commissioners  were  dispatched  to  Mexico,  for  the 
purpose  of  rectifying  the  evils  ccmiplained  of,  and  the 
eondition  of  the  nadves  was  somewhat  improved.  The 
%^nieh  colonists  found  means  nevertheless,  to  evade  the 
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laws  ki  pajrt,  and  eonthiued  the  syBtem  of  slaveiy  under 
file  plea  of  necessity;  and  the  laws  enacted  in  their  favoTy 
had  no  edier  effect  than  to  legalise  the  odious  eniehies 
practiced  in  Mexico*  By  tiie  laws  of  the  Indies,  Aie  En- 
oomendero,  or  proprietor  of  an  estate,  was  obliged  to  reside 
in  &e  dLitrict  solject  to  his  power,  and  to  jNroteet  the 
Tassals  committed  to  his  charge ;  he  was  also  e^joined  to 
ciyiliae  Mid  instruct  them  in  the  duties  of  Kfe.  When  the 
Spaniards  began  to  wori^  the  rich  mines  of  gold  and  nlver 
which  abomided  in  the  country,  the  sufferings  of  ihe  natives 
were  truly  horrible ;  by  the  law  of  the  MUa,  every  Indian 
within  a  certain  distance  of  a  mine,  was  compelled  to 
serve  a  definite  p^4ad,  under  the  lash  of  the  taak« 
master.  Thousands  fell  victims  to  iHe  labors  imposed 
upon  them ;  forced  to  descend  into  damp  and  unwholesome 
caverns,  inspiring  a  pestilential  atmosphere,  llie  miserable 
wretches  pined  away  and  perished.*  The  fierce  waniors 
of  Anahuac,  soon  began  to  lose  their  ancient  courage  and 
energy,  imder  the  infliction  of  repeated  iiynries,  and  the 
descendants  of  the  defenders  of  Tenochtitlan  could  scapcely 
be  recognised  in  the  subdued  and  degenerate  serft.  In 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  the  commands 
of  the  church,  one  of  the  first  olrjectB  of  the  Emperor,  in 
regard  to  the  improvement  of  the  natives  of  the  new  world, 
Was  to  provide  for  their  speedy  converriiim  to  the  true  faith^ 
by  sendihg  missionaries  among  tiiem  from  ^[>ain.  Gortes 
and  his  followers,  although  they  were  men  (tf  violenoe 
and  blood,  were  still  deeply  tinctured  with  the  religious 
fervor  of  the  times.  The  crusading  spirit  of  the  Spanish 
nation  was  not  yet  extinct,  and  in  the  late  contest  with 
the  Moors  of  Grenada,  the  cavaliers  who  fbUowed  the 
standard  of  the  Conquistador  into  ''pagan  lands,"  had 
imbibed  a  feeling  of  fanaticism,  which  urged  them  to 
use  every  exertion  to  bring  tiie  infidels  within  the  fold  d 
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tiiQ  ohtvoh.  Eveiy  •oUUer  cwu^dmnA  bimaelf  an  apoatlii 
iffaofe  high  privilege  U  VBa,  to  oonveit  the  heathen,  and 
fevce  tiiem  to  4M$k»owledge  thckdivijuty  ef  the  hely  Virgin* 
The  mooMnt  a  city  wao  takwi  Ateae  rode  promulgatpre 
of  drnttiani^,  nuhed  to  the  tempies,  overlbvew  the  Mood* 
■tained  images  of  p^aniiuii,  deanaed  the  aitan,  and  after 
appropriatuig  the  rieh  omamenta  of  bafbario  gold  to  their 
own  nse,  they  would  erect  an  imagie  of  the  Virgin  in  theiv 
place ;  oanuaanding  the  aetonbhed  nalivea  to  ihll  down 
and  wonhip  their  Gon^  yrko  wa»  njgfatier  tiian  the  gode 
of  Tenochtitlan  or  Choluhi,*  * 

The  miflaioAaneB  Bent  ev^  by  tbe  king,  entered  upon 
&eir  duties  widi  a  zeal,  eeldom  equalled  by  the  apostles 
of  any  faith  or  conntry.  They  did  not  pause  to  aoquire 
the  laagoage  ofthe  nativesi  or  to  eiqdain  the  dootrines  of 
the  ^orchy  but  proceeded  at  onee  to  bi4[»tize  diem  in  the 
name  of  the  blessed  Vbipm,  imd  to  administer  the  ho^ 
•aoramant;  punishing  (}ie  apoetates  ^th  the  infernal 
tortures  ptfescribed  by  the  Inquisition.  &ich  was  the 
enthusiasm  of  diese  holy  faHiers^  that  a  single  priest  would 
baptise  his  thousands  between  the  rising  and  the  setting 
of  the  eon. 

'^  Peter  of  Ghent,  a  ilemieh  monk,  writing  fiom  Mexicq 
in  1&20,  says,  that  himself  and  another  missionary,  had 
converted  two  hundred  thousand  Indians;  their  ordinary 
dny's  work  being  from  eight  to  ton  thousand  souls  1"  Such 
waa  the  industry  oi  the  monky^  that  a  few  years  after  the 
conquest,  the  number  of  proselytes  amounted  to  four  mil* 
lions.  But  sudden  oonversiofif  are  seldom  permanent,  and 
it  was  soon  discovered  that  the  Indians  had  consented  to 
aoeept  the  rites  of  the  church,  to  conciliate  their  masters^ 
making  a  reservation  in  favor  of  their  own  gods.  So  great 
indeed  was  the  indifference  of  the  Mexicans,  in  relation  to 
the  mysteries  of  religion,  that  the  priests  found  it  absolutely 
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XQfltnaqr  lopctmil  th«m  Id  retain  a  pottUm  «f  Iheiv  origin 
Hal  nqpentkioQ,  a»d  lo  e<»uiive  at  the  '^  amalgatiott  of 
kaly  rites,  with  pagan  oerwaioiiiesr  eonfeottdiag  the  exaked 
dootrinM  of  Oiriatiaiiilyi  with  the  abeord  and  gioomy 
fancies,  pertainiag  to  the  Axtee  mythology.''  Ereo  vp  Id 
the  px««eat  time^  the  feligiotit  knowledge  of  the  MeKieaatf 
ie  but  ecan^.  <'  The  iatroduetiott  of  tilie  Romish  jmUgioa/* 
says  Humboldty  **  has  had  no  other  effect  «pon  the  Indians 
ef  Mexico,  than  to  substttnte  new  certemonie^  aad  syndMs 
ftr  the  ritas  of  a  sanguinaiy  wonbq>*  D(%ma  has  nofl 
sQcceeded  dogma,  bnt  ceremony  ts  ^efemony.  I  haT^ 
eeen  them^  masked  and  adorned  with  tinUing  bells,  per^ 
fiwm  savage  dances  around  the  altar,  whfla  a  monk  of 
Sfe  F^ncis  elevated  the  host."* 

His  observatkNis  have  been  eerreborated  by  stdkseqnent 
faupurles;  and  tiie  hideons  idol  of  Teoyamiqin  is  yet  held 
i^  TOverenee  l^theign<vantp«e»t,  a^  her  edSossal  imagv 
adorned  with  theur  votive  gariands-t  The  Inqoisfctkin  wa» 
established  at  Mexioo  in  1570,  by  HiiUp  11^  and  the  arsi 
mi»-da^fa  wrntt  celebrated  in  tiie  eiqntal  in  1574,  in  a  style 
ef  magnificence,  wfakh  ecKpsed  Aoao  of  Spain.  Twm 
heretics  were  burnt  npon  the  oeeaaion,  a  FVeaehnum,  aoA 
an  Englishman;  and  eighty  otibers  snl]||ooted  to  variona 
tortiires.J  It  wcui  found  necessary,  however,  to  ciMnuiK 
scribe  the  power  of  the  inquisitorB,  as  nearly  every  notiva 
in  the  ooimtiy  baud  beoome  amenaUo  to  its  threaded  lai^ 
by  worshiping  the  gods  of  hie  ancestors. 

The  government  of  Mexico  was  oonilded  to  a  Viceroy, 
and  the  Coarts  of  Audience,  one  (Andiencas  reals)  of 
which  was  located  at  the  capital,  and  had  jurisdio4i«m  ovef 
the  southern  portion  of  tfie  kingdom;  the  other  was  at 
Guadalaxara,  and  extendod  its  sway  to  the  northern 
provinces.    The    membem  ef  these  royal  •  coarts  were 
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Europeans;  who  were  forbidden  to  hold  landu,  to  many 
in  the  eoloniea,  or  to  form  any  attaohmente  to  the  land  they 
were  sent  to  govern.  They  were  miniBtera  of  justice,  and 
all  causes,  civil  or  criminal,  were  disposed  df  by  them. 
An  appeal  could  be  made  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  and 
their  decrees  could  be  annulled  by  that  powerful  tribunal. 
The  Judges  of  the  Audiences  were  appointed  by  the 
Council,  siHnetioiei^  by  the  Viceroy,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  former.  The  Viceroy  of  Mexico  enjoyed  unlimited 
power  over  the  lives,  property,  and  liberty  of  the  people. 
They  ^ere  generally  men  of  high  rank  and  great  influence, 
whose  delegated  authority,  may  be  said  to  have  exceeded 
fliat  of  Ae  sovereign  they  represented.  They  had  their 
guards  of  honor,  lived  in  sumptuous  palaces,  attended  by 
a  multitude  of  servants,  and  never  stirred  abroad,  unless 
Bunounded  with  all  the  pomp  and  magnificence  of  regal 
splendor.  Hie  will  of  this  potentate  was  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land,  and  however  unjust  or  tyrannical  he  proved,  the 
people  were  constrained  to  submit  without  a  murmur  to 
his  arbitrary  rule.  The  sanctuary  of  justice  was  frequently 
invaded  by  Ihe  Vioero}rs,  and  the  course  of  law  turned 
aside  to  shield  a  favorite  fh>m  impending  ruin,  or  to 
advance  the  interests  of  some  pliant  courtier.  The  suc- 
cessors of  Cortes  in  the  government  of  New  Spain, 
pursuing  the  policy  of  the  Conqueror,  riveted  the  chains 
imposed  upon  the  unhappy  Indians,  and  connived  at  the 
cruelties  practiced  by  their  avaricious  masters. 

The  tumuh  of  war  had  scarcely  ceased  in  the  hills 
and  valleys  of  Mexico,  when  the  country  was  flooded  with 
adventurers;  who  urged  by ''the  accursed  love  of  gold," 
deserted  the  dusty  plains  and  barren  mountains  of  Spain, 
and  pursued  their  way  across  trackless  seas,  in  search  of 
the  opulent  regions  of  El  Dorado.  Scorning  the  monoto* 
nous  pursuits  of  agriculture,  these  needy  cavaliers  explored 
each  mountain  pass,  and  rivulet,  in  the  eager  pursuit  of 
the  concealed  treasuresi  looked  in  tiiie  bosom  of  the  earth. 


POWBB  OF  SPAIN.  49 

Unbotuided  wealth  often  rewarded  their  enterprise ;  and 
the  unpoveriahed  hidalgo  returned,  to  dazzle  the  eyes  of 
the  conrtyWith  his  countless  ingots  of  gold  and  silv^. 
His  success  excited  the  cupidity  of  others,  and  all  occupa- 
tions, save  that  of  mining,  were  held  in  contempt.  The 
consequence  was,  that  although  the  land  teemed  with 
fruits,  and  required  but  a  trifling  degree  of  labor  to  bring 
forth  an  hundred  fold ;  the  necessaries  of  life  became  scarce ; 
and  the  mother  countiy  was  called  upon  to  supply  her 
famishing  colony  widi  bread.  This  gave  an  impetus  to 
die  agricultural  and  marine  interests  of  Spain,  and  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  greatness  die  attained,  during  the 
reign  of  Charles  V .,  and  his  immediate  successors.  Taking 
advantage  of  the  dependance  of  the  early  settlers,  thai 
king,  in  order  to  bind  them  in  triple  chains  to  the  footstool 
of  the  throne,  prohibited  the  manufacture  of  the  most; 
necessaiy  articles,  and  compelled  them  to  look  to  th» 
parent  state,  for  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  existonce.* 
Tlue  tide  of  wealth  that  poured  into  Spain  from  the  new- 
world,  exalted  her  above  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and 
paved  the  way  for  her  ultimate  degradation,  by  enervating 
her  people,  and  exciting  the  ambition  of  her  kings.  Such 
was  the  demand  for  manufactured  articles  in  the  colonies, 
tiiat  the  number  of  persons  employed  at  Seville  in  weavingi 
exceeded  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand,  who  were  yet 
unable  to  ftimish  a  sufficient  supply.  The  Spanish  marine 
was  greater  than  the  combined  fleets  of  Europe,  and 
whitened  the  western  seas  with  their  sails,  conveying^ 
ihe  riches  of  the  empire  to  and  fro. 

After  the  abdication  of  the  wise  and  able  Charles,  in 
1556,  his  son,  the  bigoted  Philip,  intoxicated  by  the  vast: 
power  and  resources  pertaining  to  the  crown,  detennined 
to  assert  the  supremacy  of  the  church,  by  annihilating  the 
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enemies  of  Hie  trae  faith,  wherever  fbund,  at  home  or 
abroad.  He  made  war  upon  die  four  quarters  of  the 
.globe,  in  his  insane  endeavor  to  consummate  his  designs. 
.Spain  was  drained  of  her  population  to  recruit  his  armies, 
.and  of  her  Indian  wealth  to  suppoit  them,  and  soon  felt 
Ae  effect  of  the  monarch's  ambition,  in  her  diminishing 
trade  and  empty  coffers.*  Fortunately  this  prince  died 
before  he  had  completed  the  ruin  of  his  country,  and  was 
dBacceeded,in  1598,  by  his  son  Philip  III.,  who, if  he  lacked 
the  capacity  of  his  sire,  was  also  destitute  of  ambition; 
In  ikct,  he  was  better  fitted  for  an  Inquimtor  than  a  king, 
and  signalized  his  reign  in  1609^10,  by  yielding  to  the 
desires  of  the  holy  office,  1^  expelling  from  his  dominions, 
the  most  industrious  and  skilful  portion  of  his  subjects; 
these  were  the  Morescoes,  who  retired  to  AfHca,  the  home 
of  their  ancestors.t  This  emigration  nearly  ruined  the 
manufiactories  of  Spain,  and  cost  her  a  million  of  her 
people.  She  was  therefore  obliged  to  curtail  her  opera- 
tions. The  earth  was  no  longer  cultivated  for  the  want 
of  laborers,  and  tiie  most  fertile  parts  of  Andalusia  and 
Valencia,  were  changed  from  blooming  gardens  into  desert 
wastes.;^  The  busy  looms  of  Seville  ceased  their  woric,  and 
silence  and  desolation  reigned,  where  the  hum  of  indus- 
trious thousands  had  so  recentiy  echoed.  The  mighty 
fleets  of  Spain  no  longer  ruled  the  waves,  her  trade  was 
interrupted,  her  galleons  were  plundered,  and  her  flag 
insulted  by  the  English  buccaneers  of  the  Spanish  main. 
In  this  melancholy  condition  she  was  unable  to  supply  the 
demands  made  upon  her  by  the  colonies  for  food  and  the 
essentials  of  life.  They,  too  indolent  or  ignorant  to  provide 
tot  tiieir  own  wants,  were  obliged  to  call  to  their  assistance 


•  WtUom's  History  of  the  reign  of  Philtp  U. 
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t  Thej  yet  remain  in  that  desolate  condition*    Spain  has  nerer  recoT* 
•ered  from  the  shock  she  then  received. 
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Ae  enemieB  of  their  religion,  the  heretics  of  Sbgland  and 
HdUand;  or  perish  amidert  the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Pern.* 
lliey  possessed  Ae  golden  wand  of  Midas  coupled  with  its 
fatal  power;  alid  were  often  reduced  to  the  extremity  of 
fte  -famous  Hirygian  king.  The  nations  of  Western 
Sck^ipe,  the  French,  !&iglidi,  and  Duttih,  responded  to  the 
call,  and  wilUngly  engaged  to  furnish  the  requisite  sup- 
plies; and  the  treasures  of  the  Mexican  £1  Dorado  were  no 
longer  to  be  considered  the  peculiar  property  of  kings,  to 
be  squandered  in  cruel  and  unnecessary  wars;  but  encour- 
aged the  industry,  and  rewarded  the  toil  of  the  frugal 
English  and  ingenious  French.  The  energy  of  Spain 
seemed  exhausted  by  the  efforts  she  had  made  during  the 
sixteenth  centuiy,  to  overawe  the  world  and  bring  the 
nations  under  subjection.  As  the  colonies  increased  in 
extent  and  population,  the  internal  resources  of  the  parent 
state  diminished,  until  she  was  unable  to  provide  more 
than  a  twentieth  part  of  the  productions  consumed  in  her 
American  possessions.!  The  precious  metals  were  drained 
from  her  merchants  by  those  of  the  surrounding  countriet^, 
and  such  was  the  scarcity  of  coin,  that  Philip  III.  found  it 
imperative  to  raise  the  nominal  value  of  copper  to  that 
approaching  silver,  in  order  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  his 
administration.];  The  people  of  Spain  had  moreover 
become  demoralized,  by  the  prodigious  quantity  of  gold 
that  had  poured  in  upon  them,  in  so  copious  a  streanii 
during  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  and  his  successor.  They 
became  luxurious,  effeminate,  and  extravagant,  and  for- 
saking the  virtues  of  their  poor  but  chivalric  ancestors, 
sunk  into  an  abyss  of  superstition  and  vice.  The  Inquisi- 
tion, with  its  demon  train  of  midnight  tortures  and  secret 
murders,  reared  its  portentous  head,  threatening  misery 
upon  earth,  and  eternal  punishment  hereafter,  to  all  those 
who  sought  to  enlighten  their  fellow  creatures.    Ignorance 
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and  gloomy  fanaticuan  pervaded  the  realm,  and  extended 
to  the  remotest  comers  of  the  colonies,  crashing  each  noble 
aspirationi  and  extinguishing  eveiy  scintillation  of  intel* 
ligence.  And  it  was  not  until  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
her  best  subjects  had  perished  in  the  dungeons  or  at  the 
stake,*  that  Spain  was  able,  by  a  mighty  effort,  to  throw 
off  the  monstrous  system. 

^Llofeuls. 


CHAPTER  III. 

CoLOKUi.  Himnr  Omidinied*^TIie  Tfiaimy  of  Spun  •*•  Hie  Mexicaa 
Hienieky— Its  Splendor— The  Infimor  Cleisy— Their  Power— 
The  War  o£  1739—  The  Polky  of  Philip  Y«  — The  Rerolt  oi  1778 
— PropoMtion  of  the  Coont  D'Aienda— The  ProTinoee  of  Blezioo 
— Ite  Popaladon. 

Tn  eariy  colonietB  wlio  foDoiwed  In  fhe  widce  of  the 
conqoeiofB^  seldom  encumbered  themeelvefl  "wllli  femalee, 
but  formed  connections  with  the  natives,  wldch  resulted  in 
a  popidation  of  yanoos  castes,  who  inherited  the  pride  of 
the  Castilian,  and  the  indolence  of  the  Indian,  without  a 
single  virtae  pertaining  to  either.  This  mongrel  race 
composed  <^  every  riiade  of  coI<Mr,  were  tanght  to  consider 
Hie  kings  of  Spain  as  fhe  nders  of  the  four  quarters  of  the 
globe;  befinfe  whose  footstool  kneeled  the  princes  and 
potentates  of  the  earth,  and  upon  whose  wide  extended 
dominions  the  light  of  day  perpetually  shone.  In  their 
endeavcMB  to  keep  the  inhabitants  of  tiie  colonies  in  sub* 
jectiouilhe  Spanish  sovereigns  guarded  with  suspicions 
vigilance,  every  movement  that  had  a  tendency  to  elevate 
Ihe  people  from  the  degraded  position  their  poUcy  had 
assigned  them.  The  descendants  of  the  original  settlers 
were  prohibited  firom  holding  offices,  or  participating  in 
the  administration  of  Ae  country.  *  To  have  been  bom  upon 
the  soil  which  nourished  them,  seemed  to  forever  disqualify 
them  fh>m  the  privileges  granted  to  the  natives  of  S^ain. 
The  Oreoles,shut  out  by  the  laws  tmn  those  employments 
which  are  die  usual  objects  of  human  ambition,  possessed 
no  inducements  to  excite  them  to  improve  their  under- 
standings^  had  they  ike  opportunity  of  doing  so;   the 
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jealousy  of  the  government  forbidding  them  to  attain  even 
a  moderate  share  of  the  little  inteUigence  which  served  to 
illmnine  the  darkness  that  involved  the  mother  country. 
The  only  species  of  knowledge  permitted  to  be  taught  in  the 
schools,  were  an  imperfect  acquaintance  with  the  Latin 
tongue,  monkish  theology,  and  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
laws.  History,  the  sciences,  and  the  various  arts  which 
dignify  and  adorn  modem  society  were  utterly  nidcnown  to 
&e  opulent  but  debased^ Creoles  of  New  Spain ;  who  wasted 
their  lives  In  frivolous  occupations,  of  reveled  in  the  gulf 
of  vice  and  luxury.  Every  office  of  profit  or  honor  was  filled 
by  Europeans ;  the  viceroy,  the  judges  of  the  Audiences, 
the  xnilitBry,  revenue,  and  municipal  authorities,  we)re  all 
i^leoted  from  the  native  born  Spaniards.*  The  dignitaries 
of  the  dbiuich,  the  Inquisitors  and  their  familiars^  were 
likewise  appointed  by  the  court  of  Madrid*  Of  the  fifty 
▼iceroys  who  governed  Mexico,  bat  one  was  an  American. 
In  pursnance  of  her  policy  of  rendering  her  colonies  depen^ 
dent  upon  herself  alone,  Spain  absolutely  prohibited  all 
intercoarse  between  them  and  other  countries.  By  an 
ordinance  of  1092,  Charies  H.  majde  it  a  capital  offence 
for  a  foreigner  to  enter  the  Spanish  possessions  without  a 
royal  permit;  even  Spaniards  were  excluded,  under  severe 
penalties  of  fines  and  confiscation,  from  intruding,  unless 
by  special  license.  By  the  same  ordinance,  vessels  putting 
into  their  ports  in  distress,  were  seized  as  lawful  prizes; 
condemned  (In  defiance  of  the  usages  of  civilized  nations) 
to  be  confiscated,  and  the  crew  imprisoned.  The  inhabi* 
tanta  of  the  different  provinces  were  interdicted  from 
holding  intercourse  with  eadi  other,  and  the  commodities 
of  one  were  never  exposed  for  sale  in  the  adjacent  colonics.')' 
Commerce  and  trade  were  restricted  in  eveiy  movement 
by  the  of^ressive  duties  and  taxes  levied  by  the  govern- 
ment.    Nothing  wa49  bought,  sold,  or  exchanged,  without 
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being  subject  to  a  du1^%  called  the  Alcavala,  wMck 
varied  from  fourteea  to  six  per  cent;  it  was  a  tax  upon  the 
vender^a  forfeit  paid  for  dispoaiiig  of  an  article  to  be  used, 
for  the  benefit  of  another.  Its  operation  was  most  iBjnrioufl, 
as  it  was  a  direct  imposition  upon  the  productions  of  the 
eoontryy  not  governed  by  the  Mrealth  of  the  consumer. 
The  Alcavala  was  of  Moorish  origin^  and  had  been  intro- 
duced into  Spain  as  early  as  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth 
century  by  Alphonso  XI.  Every  avenue  to  justice  wac 
dosed  to  the  poorer  classes ;  none  but  the  wealthy  were 
able  to  conduct  a  suit  at  law  to  a  succesrful  iasue^  through 
the  interminable  and  complicated  fonns  6(  the  courts ; 
equity,  under  these  circumstances,  was  out  of  the  question^ 
as  the  laws  were  framed  to  benefit  the  few  Spanish  adven- 
torersy  rather  than  the  mass  of  the  natioti.  Political  c^*- 
fences  were  punished  with  a  severity  unknown  in  other 
countries;  the  unfortunate  object  of  mere  suspicion,  being 
treated  with  the  same  rigor  as  those  guilty  of  the  most  revolt* 
ing  crimes.  The  torture  was  fi'equently  resorted  to,  in  order 
to  extort  from,  the  unhappy  prisoner  a  confession  of  real 
or  supposed  crimes  against  the  state.  Imprisonment  for 
life  was  a  comparatively  slight  punishment;  and  when 
once  incarcerated  in  the  gloomy  dungeons  of  San  Juan  do 
Ulloa  or  the  Inquisition,  the  miserable  captive  pined  in 
solitude,  until  death  released  him,  forgotten  by  his  contem* 
poraries  or  remembered  as  one  long  since  departed.*  If 
the  offender  sought  redress  from  the  Council  of  the  Indies, 
years  elapsed  before  a  definite  answer  was  returned  to 
his  petition,  or  an  effort  made  to  repair  t^e  iiyuzy  inflicted 
by  the  uiyust  decrees  of  the  colonial  courts.  The  whole 
system  of  government  was  one  act  of  unparalleled  outrage 
against  the  rights  of  humanity.  The  tyranny  of  the  Vice-* 
roy  and  royal  Audiences  was  closely  imitated  by  the  infe- 
rior officers,  as  is  usually  the  case,  the  higher  functionaries 
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kyrdiBg  it  over  those  beneath  them.  The  Indian  Alcalde 
was  as  despotie  as  the  representative  of  the  king,  and 
inspired  as  mach  dread  among  the  naked  slaves  over 
whom  he  ruled  with  an  iron  hand.  In  the  latter  part  of 
his  reign,  Charies  IH.  abolished  the  encomiendas  and  repar^ 
HndeTUof,  the  law  of  ike  Mita  and  its  attendant  horrors.* 
The  Indians  were  again  declared  homines  liberi,  who  owed 
allegiance  to  the  crown  al<Mie,  bnt  as  they  performed 
nearly  all  the  laborious  work,  they  continued  to  be  consi* 
dered  a  part  of  the  soil  upon  which  they  lived,  and  from 
Iheir  igncvance,  poverty,  and  degradation,  were  incapable 
of  asserting  the  privileges  gnaranteed  them  by  the  royal 


Living  among  themselves,  apart  finom  the  -white  popu- 
lation, whom  they  looked  upon  as  their  natural  foes ;  the 
descendants  of  the  once  powerAil  Aztec  continued  to  che* 
tish  the  vindictive  feelings  inherited  from  his  ancestors,  and 
sighed  for  the  ancient  glory  of  his  race,  as  he  walked  in 
melancholy  silenee  among  the  gigantic  ruins  of  pyramid 
and  temple,  consecrated  to  the  religion  of  his  fathers. 
The  Mexican  hierarchy  during  the  Spanish  domination 
was  probably  the  most  opulent  and  splendid  in  the  worid ; 
the  enthusiastic  missumeros  who  had  followed  the  conquer* 
ors  from  motives  of  disinterested  piety,  were  soon  succeeded 
by  a  swarm  of  monks,  fHars,  inquisitors,  and  their  familiarSi 
who  crossed  the  sea  in  pursuit  of  the  objects  of  their  own 
ambition,  rather  than  to  do  the  holy  cause  they  had  enlisted 
in,  the  service  expected  of  them.  It  has  been  previously 
stated,  that  the  Pope  granted  to  the  kings  of  Spain  the 
revenues  of  the  colonies  derived  from  the  tithes  usually 
levied  by  the  Romish  Church;  the  king  had  also  the  ap- 
pointing of  the  different  dignitaries,  and  exercised  his 
unusual  prerogative  in  degrading  even  the  religion  he 
professed  into  an  instrument  of  oppression.    The  clergy 

*  LeyM  ds  Its  Mias. 


were  llie  mere  took  of  the  monarch,  and  dependent  upon 
Vm  will,  move  llian  on  flie  pontiff  faimaelf  Fortonately, 
liowever,  the  pcdiey  of  the  prince  did  not  ccmflict  vnik  that 
of  die  priest;  Ihe  political  Byvtem  of  tike  fomery  and  die 
Hieological  one  of  tiie  latter,  were  alike  based  xxpcn  the 
iame  pedestal  of  intellectaal  degradation.  The  Mexican 
hieraiGchy  eonosted  of  the  Arehbishc^  of  Mexico,  flie 
Bkhope  of  Paebla,  Oaxaca,  ValladoHd,  Yucatan,  Gnada- 
laxara,  Dnrango,  Monterey,  and  Sonera,  whoee  united 
revennes  amomited  to  one  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand 
poonds  sterling.  The  Archbishop  received  of  the  abovOi 
twen^'seven  thoosaad  poonds.  The  whole  vomber  of 
priests,  monks,  and  fiiars,  was  about  ten  Aousand.  In  the 
eapital  Ihere  were  thirty-eight  convents,  e<mtaining  three 
tiieusand  three  hondred  individuals.*  Religious  houses 
were  founded  in  every  part  of  the  country  within  a  sh(Ni; 
time  alter  the  conquest,  and  at  a  later  period  missions 
were  established  iqpon  the  remotest  firontiers  of  the  Vice- 
loyal^,  f<Hr  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  savage  tribes 
beneath  the  Spanish  sway.  lie  clei^  were  generaUy 
natives  of  the  parent  state,  and  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
the  king,  the  church,  and  the  inquiation;  seldom  learned 
or  gifted  with  superior  talents,  they  passed  their  lives  in 
criminal  indulgence,  or  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  luxurious 
repose,  so  inviting  to  the  indolent  in  the  sunny  climes  <tf 
the  far  south.f  The  ecclesiastics  had  not  reftised  to  be- 
oome  the  proprietors  of  immense  estates  imder  the  ancient 
system,  and  althotigfa  individually  under  a  vow  of  pover^, 
tbey  managed  collectively  to  absorb  some  of  the  most 
valuaUe  property  in  the  dependencies ;  upon  which  th^ 
too  often  lived,  forgetful  of  their  duties  and  their  God.| 
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X  Tlie  amount  of  propeitj  u&  monos  mnertas  (sioitmaiB)  in  Mexieo,  aS 
te  bepnaing  of  this  oeataty  was  Tallied  at  §44,500,000.  Of  this  muBt 
^diocese  of  Mexieo  beU  •9,e00/KH>,  tbs  diooass of  PnabU  tG^SOOfiW, 


The  vaaaal  of  Ae  oonvent  or  miaeion  fared  equally  nuBera- 
ble,  whether  he  served  the  moiik»  of  Saa  Fraactaco,  or  th^ 
deoayed  hidalgo  seeking  for  treaBure;  both  were  alike 
bigoted,  avaricious,  and  cruel.  To  support  the  uoimense 
religious  establishment,  the  people  were  taxed  on  every 
«ide ;  they  were  obliged  to  purchase  a  certain  number  of. 
papal  bulls  during  the  year,  and  if  a  person  was  known 
Xo  be  without  the  Bull  of  Confession,  he  was  denied  tlue 
rites  of  absolution  and  extreme  unctioUi  his  will  was 
broken,  and  his  property  confiscated.  Indulgem^s  were 
sold  publicly,  and  the  venality  and  corruption  of  thp 
ehureh.  was  equal  to  that  of  the  state.  While  the  moitk  of 
Wjlttembui^  was  eradicating  the  superstitions  of  poper;, 
«and  kindling  the  fires  of  reformation  in  the  old  world,  tbe 
missionaries  of  Charles  Y.  were  sowing  the  seeds  of  Ro- 
mish faith  broadcast  from  the  Isthmus  to  the  Gulf  of 
California.  There  was  one  portion  of  the  clergy,  bowever, 
who  were  neither  the  tyrants  of  the  people,  nor  accumula- 
ted wealth  in  the  name  of  religion,  to  be  lavbhed  in  fUvcH- 
lous  amusements  or  the  gratification  g[  sensual  appetiteo. 
This  plass  was  the  Curas,  oar  village  priests,  who  contented 
with  the  moderate  income  derived  from  their  parishes, 
which  seldom  exceeded  one  or  two  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  lived  in  obscurity  amongst  the  humble  peoht* 
committed  to  their  charge.  As  the  oiSice  was  the  lowest 
in  the  church,  and  offered  no  inducement  to  those  who 
aspired  to  rank  or  opulence,  the  Curas  were  usually  natives 
of  the  country;  either  Creoles  or  persons  of  mixed  blood, 
whose  natural  dispositions,  or  the  piety  of  their  parents,  had 
dedicated  them  to  the  holy  calling.  Destitute  of  learning 
themselves,  they  were  incapable  of  improving  the  minds 

the  rs^alar  t\etfj  $3,500,000,  and  tke  different  churches  and  inonaate- 
lies  $U»,000,000.«^HDMBOLirr. 
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of  their  floQki»4»at  conteated  ^mth  their  poaitioi^  led  an 
easy  tranquil  life  perfonmng  their  daily  round  of  sacred 
dutiea.  From  their  eituation  this  portion  of  tibe  priesthood 
were  brought  in  direct  commujiication  with  the  meet 
oppiewed  and  degraded  part  of  the  population,  the  descend* 
ants  of  the  ancient  inhabitants,  or  thoae  of  mixed  blood, 
who  labored  upon  the  estates  or  in  the  mines  of  the  nobility. 
The  interest  of  the  curates  became  identified  with  those 
of  their  chaige,  and  they  were  looked  up  to  with  feelings 
of  veneration  and  esteem.  If  diey  were  maltreated  by  the 
Justicia,  or  the  .Alcalde,  the  serfs  fled  to  the  Cura  for  pro* 
teotion,  and  submitted  their  difficulties  to  his  considtxatiooi 
sure  of  finding  a  friend  in  the  holy  father.  The  power 
exercised  by  thes^  humble  churchmen  over  the  passions^ 
and  minds  of  the  lower  classes  was  tremendous,  and  ex* 
ceeded  that  of  the  Viceroy,  or  the  other  orders  of  the  clergy; 
and  to  their  influence  rather  than  to  the  power  of  the 
government,  may  be  ascribed  the  docility  of  the  Mexicaaa 
under  the  tyrannical  Spanish  rule.*  Among  the  village 
Guras  were  occasionally  to  be  encountered,  men  of  superior 
talents  and  indomitable  energy,  which  re<j[uired  but  an 
exciting  cause  for  their  development.  From  the  ranks  of 
the  inferior  priesthood  sprang  the  champions  of  Mexican 
liberty,  men  who  had  passed  the  greater  part  of  their  lives, 
in  ministering  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  a  few  naked  In- 
dians in  some  wretched  pueblo.  Suddenly  stepping  for^x 
from  their  obscurity  and  grasping  the  sword,  they  led 
armies  to  the  field;  and  had  their  intelligence  been  equal 
to  their  talents,  victory  would  doubtless  have  crowned  their 
eflTorts  in  the  cause  of  human  emancipation.  The  names 
of  Hidalgo,  Morelos,  and  Matamoros,  are  indissolubly 
Identified  with  the  early  struggles  of  the  patriots,  and  their 
exploits  are  yet  remembered  in  the  cordilleras  of  Mexico, 
During  the  reign  of  Philip  V.,  the  first  Bourbon  king  of 

*  Memoir  of  the  Bishop  of  Mechoacan  to  Charles  IV. 
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Spain,  the  eonditioii  of  the  people  in  lihe  transadantie 
colonies  was  somewhat  improved,  it  was  even  proposed  to 
throw  open  die  trade  to  all  nations ;  the  king  we  are  told 
^  relished  the  project,^  bnt  the  measure  was  violently  op- 
posed by  the  Cooncii  of  the  Indies.  In  the  year  1739,  llie 
English  government  declared  war  against  the  Spaniards, 
in  consequence  of  the  cruelties  and  barbarities  exercised 
upon  divers  subjects,  whose  vessels  had  been  seized  by  the 
Guarda  Costas  of  die  latter.  The  king  of  Spain  claimed 
the  right  of  searching  all  foreign  ships  sailing  in  the  wes- 
tern seas ;  and  for  this  purpose  maintained  a  numerous 
fleet  of  armed  vessels  known  as  Guarda  Costas.  The 
i^Jtuies  sustained  by  the  English  produced  the  declaration 
of  war,  in  which  it  is  set  forth,  that  "  the  ui\just  practice 
of  stopping,  detaining,  and  searching  ships  and  vessels 
navigating  in  the  seas  of  America,  is  not  only  of  the  most 
dangerous  consequence  to  the  lawful  commerce  of  English 
subjects ;  but  also  tends  to  interrupt  and  obstruct  the  inter* 
course  between  Europe  and  the  colonies  and  plantations 
in  America."* 

The  war  that  ensued  was  one  of  wholesale  plunder 
upon  die  part  of  the  English,  and  feeble  and  inefiectual 
resistance  on  that  of  Spain,  whose  rich  galleons,  ladened 
with  the  gold  of  the  Mexican  and  Peruvian  mines,  fell  an 
easy  prey  to  the  cupidity  of  dieir  assailants.  The  capture 
of  a  single  ship,  sufficed  to  enrich  die  fortunate  adventurers 
and  satisfy  the  cravings  of  the  most  avaricious  freebooter. 
The  ocean  swarmed  with  privateers  under  the  British  flag, 
and  but  a  fraction  of  her  colonial  wealth  reached  the 
mother  country.  Spain  soon  became  aware  of  the  injury 
she  sustained,  and  craved  a  termination  of  the  hostilities 
she  had  provoked,  by  her  iniquitous  and  arrogant  proceed- 
ings against  the  rights  of  her  gallant  enemy.  At  the 
general  peace  between  England,  Spain,  and  France,  Philip 

•  Extract  from  the  Declaration  of  War,  October  19th,  1739. 
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V.y  granted  the  AsaiaBtOi  or  privilege  of  supplying  bis  colo- 
nies with  negroes,  to  the  fonner  foweT,  and  moreover, 
permitted  an  English  ship  of  five  hundred  tons,  laden  with 
the  products  of  that  country,  to  be  annually  sent  to  Porto 
BeUo.  By  this  imlooked  for  liberality  upon  the  part  of 
Spain,  the  veil  which  had  covered  the  colonies  from  the 
time  of  the  conquest  was  removed,  and  the  agents  of  a 
free  people  allowed  to  enter  the  territories  she  had  guar- 
ded with  so  much  care.  Charles  IIL,  in  1765,  relaxed  the 
prohibitory  system  stiU  m<Nre,  and  much  good  resulted  from 
his  wise  regulations.  Enough  of  evil,  however,  remained 
to  render  the  Mexicans  extremely  miserable ;  the  trade  of 
the  country,  as  well  as  the  government,  was  in  the  hands 
of  natives  of  Sp^n ;  no  Creole  being  allowed  to  engage  in 
commerce.  The  cultivation  of  flax,  hemp,  tobacco,  the 
vilie,  and  olive,  was  likewise  forbidden  or  monopolised  by 
the  government*  The  Mexicans  wero  prohibited  from 
the  use  of  aims,  and  in  the  northem  ppovinces,  fell  before 
the  inroads  of  the  fierce  Camanches,  and  Apaoheras  of  the 
plains ;  vifhole  districts  were  desolated  by  these  hardy  tribes, 
towns  were  pillaged,  fields  laid  waste,  and  the  defencel^w 
inhabitants,  ignorant  of  the  use  of  fire-arms,  were  carried 
ofi*to  the  wilderness,  <Nr  perished  by  the  lances  of  the  truc- 
ulent invaders.f  Smuggling  vessels  also  infested  the 
coasts,  which  being  well  manned  and  provided  ¥rith  can- 
non, forced  their  way  through  the  Guarda  Costas,  and 
landing  their  goods  in  spite  of  opposition,  defied  the  eflforta 
of  the  govenunent  to  prevent  tiieir  bold  intrusions.  The 
contrabandists  were  from  all  parts  of  die  world,  and  seem 
to  have  conspired  to  break  down  the  odious  prohibitoty 
system  by  defeating  its  successful  operation.  ' 

This  singular  mode  of  commerce  was  kept  up  during 
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tide  con tintmnce  of  the  prohibitory  laws,  and  goods  wert 
introduced  in  prodigious  quantities  to  the  alarm  and  cha- 
grin of  the  parent  state.  The  diffusion  of  the  comforts  and 
luxuries  of  life,  is  not  the  only  benefit  accompanying  the 
commerce  between  distant  nations.  A  greater  blessing 
than  the  mere  results  of  mechanic  art  is  borne  upon  the 
seas ;  knowledge,  which  to  a  certain  extent  is  power,  is 
also  shed  abroad  upon  the  earth,  wherever  the  enterprising 
mariner  anchors  his  hask. 

in  spite  therefore  of  Ae  laws,  the  Guarda  Costas,  or  ther 
fear  of  the  dreaded  inquisition,  the  inhabitants  of  the  coto^ 
nies  were  slowly  but  surely  awakening  to  a  sense  of  their 
degradation,  and  the  people  began  to  question  the  policy 
of  the  Spanish  govertiment.  Representations  were  made 
to  the  court  of  Madrid,  soliciting  from  the  king  an  exteit-^ 
sion  of  commercial  privileges  in  the  tatter  pait  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  The  prayers  of  the  colonial  mer^' 
chants  were  listened  to,  and  as  Spain  was  ra^ndly  losing* 
hor  transatlantic  trade,  Charles  IV.,  by  a  royal  ordinance, 
issued  1770,  opened  all  the  ports  of  the  mother  country  to 
the  colonies.  This  was  no  in<)onsideTable  concession 
upon  the  part  of  the  government,  and  would  probably  have 
been  delayed  had  a  less  amiable  monarch  than  Charles 
IV.  been  seated  on  the  throne. 

The  ordinance  above  mentioned,  although  it  conciliated 
the  higher  classes  among  the  Mexicans,  did  not  affect  the 
masses ;  who,  trodden  to  the  earth  by  their  superiors,  were 
still  the  slaves  of  the  native  nobility,  and  bore  the  yoke  im- 
posed upon  them  with  impa^ence,  obliging  the  Viceregal. 
authority  to  increase  the  already  tjrrannical  measures 
used  to  quell  the  rising  spirit  of  insubordination.  This 
only  hastened  the  anticipated  revoh  by  driving  the  op- 
pressed Indians  to  despair. 

In  1778,  the  people  in  some  of  the  provin<ses  took  up 
anus  against  their  ruters,  and  evinced  during  the  brief 
struggle  which  followed,  a  degree  of  intrepidity  and  energy 
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whioh  flHed  theSpaniardB  wi^  alarm.  The  power  of  the 
gov^^mment  was,  however,  yet  strong;  Ae  habit  of  obe- 
dlence  was  too  firmly  rooted  in  their  hearts  to  allow  the 
rebels  to  carry  on  a  successflil  confiict  with  their  masters. 
Spain  had  not  alienated  the  afiectiotis  of  the  Creoles  of 
Mexico,  nor  had  the  mral  clergy  yet  learned  to  hate  the 
lordly  sensualists  who  governed  the  Mexioan  church.  The 
rebellion  was  soon  checked,  the  leaders  put  to  death,  and 
the  nnhappy  Indians  once  more  compelled  to  resume 
their  toils,  uncheered  by  a  single  hope  of  ihtisre  happiness. 

After  the  termination  of  the  revolution  in  the  United 
States,  the  Count  D'Aranda  foreseeing  the  dangers  the 
colonies  of  Spain  were  exposed  to  by  their  contiguity  to  the 
former,  proposed  to  the  king  in  1789^  that  he  should  divide 
Spanish  America  into  three  principalities,  each  to  be 
governed  by  an  Infante  of  the  royal  family,  who  should  be 
tributary  to  the  Spanish  crown.  This  scheme,  which  might 
have  retained  the  dependencies  in  subjection,  was  violently 
opposed  by  the  Coimcil  of  the  Indies  as  impracticable;  the 
true  reason  of  their  hostility  being  founded  upon  the  certain 
destruction  of  their  dignity,  and  vast  power,  should  the  pro- 
position be  adopted.  The  Count's  proposal  was  abandoned 
without  further  consideration.  In  1845,  the  project  of 
placing  an  Infante  of  Spain  upon  the  throne  of  Mexico, 
was  again  renewed,  after  an  interval  of  half  a  centuiy 
of  anarchy,  bloodshed,  and  desolation,  as  the  only  means 
of  settling  the  distractions  of  the  country,  and  estab- 
lishing a  government  upon  a  solid  and  permanent  basis. 

Mexico  had  been  divided  in  1776,  into  twelve  intendan- 
cies  and  three  provinces,  designated  as  follows :  The 
provinces  of  New  Mexico,  Upper  and  Lower  California, 
the  intendancy  of  Durango,  Sonora,  and  San  Luis  Potosi, 
the  latter  including  Coahuila,  San  Andero,  New  Leon,  and 
the  country  beyond  the  Rio  Grande.  These  were  again  di- 
vided into  two  grand  military  governments,  each  imder  the 
command  of  a  Captain  General,  who  was  subordinate  to 
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the  Viceroy.  These  temtoiial  divisional  were  known  as  the 
eastern  and  western  internal  provinces.  The  southern 
part  of  Mexico  was  partitioned  off  into  the  intendancies  of 
IZacateeas,  Gnadalaxara^  Guaniyuato,  Valladolid,  Mexico^ 
Pneblay  Vera  Cruz,  Oaxaca  and  Yucatan.  Each  of  which 
were  governed  by  an  intendanti  generally  an  officer  of 
the  army.  The  whole  population  of  Mexico,  in  1805,  was 
computed  at  five  million  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
thousand  one  hundred  souls,  three-fourths  of  whom  were 
Indians  or  persons  of  mixed  Uood. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Thk  opening  of  fhe  19Ui  Centuy—- The  Condition  of  France  —  Spain^ 
Mexico,  and  Enrope  —  The  Administration  of  D*UrqniJo— Charle8> 
IT.— -Queen  Lonisa  -—  The  Prince  of  Peaoe  —  The  recesaion  of  Lou- 
laiana  to  Franoe  by  the  Treaty  of  St,  lUdephonso  -^  Ceaaion  of  the 
•ane  Territoiy  to  the  United  States, 

With  the  advent  of  the  year  1800,  a  new  era  dawned 
npon  the  world;  adhered  in  amidst  the  amoke  and  carnage 
of  war  and  revolution,  the  centuiy  emerged  Uke  the  son 
from  the  clouds  and  darkness  of  the  tempest,  which  had 
obscured  its  glorious  rays,  rendering  them  yet  more  brilliant 
from  tiiieir  temporary  absence.  The  patriots  <^  1776  had 
thrown  off  the  fetters  of  the  mother  coubtij,  and  had  comr 
polled  the  haughty  Britons  to  yield  to  their  revolted 
colonies  a  share  in  the  sovereignty  of  America.  The  De* 
claration  of  Independence,  and  the  sentiments  therein 
exjNTessed  spread  over  the  earth  with  the  rapidity  of  light,, 
and  penetrating  the  barriers  with  which  the  despotism  of 
governments,  and  the  tyranny  of  kin^  had  fenced  in  the 
rights  of  man,  taught  them  by  precept,  and  a  most  noble 
example,  to  shake  off  the  lethargy  which  for  ages  had 
bound  them;  the  slaves  to  custom  luul  hereditary  wrong. 

The  terrific  struggles  of  Franoe  were  over.  The  dynasty 
of  ages  had  sunk,  with  all  its  empty  splendor  and  hoUowr 
6  («) 
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greatness,  crashed  beneath  the  load  of  crime  and  political 
iniquily,  which  had  been  accumulating  for  a  thousand 
years;  and  from  the  awful  desolation  which  succeeded 
its  downfall,  arose  a  structure  remarkable  for  its  simplicity 
and  firmness.  The  club  of  the  JacoUns  was  no  more,  the 
guillotine  no  longer  reeked  with  human  blood,  olSending 
heaven  and  earth  with  its  gory  sacrifices.  The  altars  of 
A  venerable  but  supemtitiouB  religion,  though  still  remain- 
ing overthrown  and  unrespected,  were  not  polluted  by  the 
worship  of  murderous  rufiians  of  the  impersonation  of  the 
ideal  of  reason,  which,  in  their  madness,  they  had  sought 
:to  place  upon  the  throne  of  the  Omnipotent 

The  destinies  of  France  were  in  the  keeping  of  one,  in 
.all  things  equal  to  the  mighty  task  of  restoring  peace  and 
•order,  from  the  chaos  of  anarchy  and  tumult,  which  threat- 
ened the  ruin  and  utter  extinction  of  one  of  the  most 
polished  and  energetic  nations  of  the  earlli.  The  weak 
and  infamous  directory,  covered  with  a  thousand  crimes, 
threw  itself  for  safety  into  the  arms  of  Napoleon  BonapartOi 
upon  whose  side  fortune  seemed  to  wait,  ready  to  crown 
every  efibrt  with  success.  From  the  shores  of  the  Nile  to 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  the  powerftd  genius  of  Bonaparte 
had  carried  all  before  it;  the  Pyramids  of  Egypt  echoed  to 
the  thunder  of  his  cannon,  and  upon  the  renowned  fields 
of  classic  Italy  he  had  asserted  the  supremacy  of  FVance. 

England,  which  of  all  nations  prior  to  the  close  of  the 
^eighteenth  century  was  the  most  favored,  in  the  ftiU  enjoy- 
ment of  the  blessings  which  flow  firom  a  free  and  national 
iqnrtem  of  government,  was  rapidly  advancing  to  tiiat  state 
•of  proq[>e0ty  she  hcuB  since  attained.  Germany,  Norway, 
;  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Holland,  were  all  awakened  to  a 
lively  perception  of  the  era  which  had  dawned  upon  tiiem. 
;%»ain  alone  seemed  unconscioua  of  the  change  which  had 
come  over  the  fhce  of  the  earth;  she  seemed  to  sleep 
amidst  the  tumults  around  her,  contented  with  tiie  ei^jqy- 
ookemt  of  the  slight  ctknMderation  she  received  fit)m  her 
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rister  fltatM.  Pat  die  eonoiptUm  ^  agm  had  dofte  ktf 
wwk;  the  throne  was  mideniiined,  and  ready  to  fidl  into 
Ike  abyss  tbat  yawned  beneatk  it;  the  enetgy  of  Ais  ones 
powearftd  and  ohivahie  nation  was  paralysed,  aoid  tiam 
proud  ^aniard  about  to  &U  a  prey  into  the  hands  of  ths 
invader. 

^  The  King,  the  Qneen  of  Spain,  and  the  Brinde  of 
BeaQe,  engaged  tlie  attention  of  Europe,  and  exhibited  a 
spectacle  dangerous  for  royalty,  already  so  much  lowered 
in  the  estimation  of  nations.  One  wonld  have  supposed 
Aat  the  illnstrions  house  of  Boofbon  'was  destined  to  lose 
their  crowns  in  France,  N&ples,  and  in  Spain;  lor  in  the«s 
tiffee  kingdoms,  Aree  sovereigns,  of  imbeciie  weakness^ 
had  exposed  their  sceptres  to  the  derision  and  contempt  of 
Ate  wiMrid,  by  leaving  them  in  the  hands  of  tinree  qtieens— 
either  giddy,  violent  or  dlssohite.'^  The  King,  Oharles 
W.i  was  an  honest  man,  but  weak  and  vacittaJsng;  an 
admirable  judge  of  horse-flesh,  but  a  poor  sovereign ;  am 
ingenious  mechanist,  an  ardent  sportsman,  an  indulgenl 
husband  and  fatiier,  but  a  tnost  ridiculous  statesman.  Don 
Manuel  Godoy,  absurdly  cidled  the  Prince  of  Peace,  was  the 
virtual  ruler  of  Spain ;  he  was  the  favorite  of  the  king,  and 
the  paramour  of  the  wantrni  queen,  who,  for  twenty  years, 
had  submitted  her  person,  as  well  as  her  **  vacant  and 
filvolous  mind,"  to  his  control.  Foolish,  vain,  and  igno* 
rant,  Godoy  adnunistered  the  affairs  of  government  to  suit 
his  own  selfish  and  depraved  purposes;  regardless  of  the 
honor  of  his  prince,  or  the  prosperity  of  the  nation.  While 
tlie  treasury  of  tiie  kingdom  was  exhausted,  and  forced  to 
make  shift  with  a  depreciated  paper  currency,  the  favorite 
collected  vast  sums,  which  he  dissipated  in  debaudieries 
of  the  grossest  ktnd.f 

The  colonies  felt  the  evil  effbsts  of  this  re<^ess  admitt- 
istration  more  than  the  parent  state.    Every  oAoer,  from 
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tbe  viceroy  to  tke  humbloBt  offieial,  vtwm  appoiiritod  by»  or 
■ul^eet  to,  the  approral  of  the  lkT«rite«  Plaeee  of  profit 
and  honor  were  told  to  the  highest  bidder,  or  oonferred 
npon  imworthy  penona,  who  had  reoommended  themselvea 
to  the  priaee  by  their  zeal  in  pandering  to  his  Uoentioua 
appetites.  One  would  sappoee,  that  Mexico  existed 
merely  to  supply  the  queen  and  her  lover  with  the  means 
of  gratifying  their  passions;  and  that  its  millions  of  peo^^ 
pie  were  engaged  in  rifling  the  earth  of  the  preoious 
aietals  in  order  to  enrioh  the  former  with  the  spoils. 

Taxes,  duties,  and  exactions  of  all  kinds,  were  levied 
upon  the  Mexicans,  vrithout  regard  to  the  ability  of  the 
victims  to  pay  them;  the  domestic  trade  between  the 
]irovinees  languished  under  the  infliction,  and  the  harbors 
no  longfqr  resonnded  with  the  cheerful  noise  of  a  bustling 
population.  The  patriotic  minister,  Don  Meriano  Lois 
D'  Urquyo,  in  vain-  endeavwed  to  raise  the  dedining; 
gceatness  of  his  eoundy ;  although  equal  in  all  respects  to 
the  duties  of  his  station,  as  premier  and  secretary  of  state, 
his  eflforts  were  hampered  by  the  fatal  influence  of  the 
favorite.  He  encouraged  the  arts  and  liberal  sciences, 
and  the  world  owes  to  him  a  debt  of  gratitude,  in  per- 
mitting Humboldt  to  traverse  the  Spanish  possessions  in 
America,  although  contrary  to  all  laws  and  precedent; 
Ty  Urquijo  assisted  the  great  traveller,  in  his  enterprise, 
with  all  the  zeal  of  one  passionately  attached  to  the  ad« 
vamoement  of  human  knowledge.* 

With  the  lad  of  Admiral  Mazarado,  he  revived  the 
fallen  navy  of  Spain;  and  was  the  first  man  of  rank  in  Eu- 
rope who  meditated  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  colonies. 
In,  1779,  he  obtained  a  decree  which  restored  to  the 
crown  the  power  which  had  been  usurped  by  the  church; 
and  delivered  the  pe<^le  from  an  annual  impost  of  several 
milli€>ns,  produced  by  the  sale  of  dispensations,  bulls  and 
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lie  did  not  stop  hare,  Imt  attempted  to  suppress 
the  tribunal  of  the  Inquisition,  intending  to  apply  its  re> 
values  to  tiseful  and  charitable  purposes.* 

As  might  have  been  expected,  Ihis  was  an  unpardonable 
«iror ;  nor  dkd  his  enemies  rest,  until  ^s  truly  great  states- 
raai^  was  hurled  from  his  position,  and  his  virtues  rewarded 
fay  being  confined  in  the  gloomy  dungeons  of  Fampeluna, 
deprived  of  Ught,  fire,  and  the  necessaries  of  lifb.t  The 
Mexicans  felt  the  absence  of  the  benign  influence  of  his 
power,  and  the  ii^juries  they  had  sustained  previous  to  his 
adndnistratioYi  were  renewed  after  his  downfall. 

The  successors  of  D'  Urquyo  possessed  neither  his 
intelligence  nor  his  honesty ;  the  power  of'  Spain  continued 
to  decline,  until  she  became  tfie  mere  shadow  of  her  former 
self*  The  intrigues  of  the  miserable  creatures  that  haunted 
the  court,  shut  out  every  patriotic  or  disinterested  indivi« 
Aial  who  ventRored  to  approach  the  royal  pemon.  It  was 
a  short  time  previous  to  this,  that  Napoleon,  whose  saga* 
dty  warned  him  of  the  impossibility  of  retaining  ijgypt  m 
a  provinee  of  France,  proposed  to  the  king  of  Spain,  that 
he  should  recede  the  colony  of  Louisiana  to  its  original 
discoverera.  The  proposition  was  listened  to  favorably 
fay  the  king,  who  was  flatterod  by  the  attentionB  of  tM 
.  fint  consul,  and-  easily  fell  into  the  snare. 

General  Berthier  was  dispatched  to  Madrid,  wifli  fiiB 
powers  to  negotiate*  An  eventual  treaty  was  agreed 
upon,  at  St.  nidephonso,  in  IBOO,  by  which  the  first  consul 
bound  himself  to  grant  an  additional  temtory  to  the  Duke 
of  Parma,  (the  queen's  nqphew,)  which  wvmld  add  a  mil- 
lion of  souls  to  his  subjects;  he  also  promised  to  give  his 
highness  the  title  of  King  of  Etruria,  and  maintain  him  in 
his  position  against  Ac  combined  influence  of  Europe.^ 
In  consideration  of  the  above,  Spain  engaged  to  cede  to 
FVance  the  colony  of  Louisiana,  with  the  same  extent  of 

*  Lloranti.  f  ^i^  t  lU^n*  Constilste  and  Empire. 


W     CESSION  Ot  LOITMANA  TO  TU  UNITBD  arAT£& 

tenitoiy  it  poM6Med  when  trmiuifi^iTed  to  the  Sonoet  by 
Look  XV  • 

The  region  referred  to  in  the  treaty,  oomprised  the 
whole  of  upper  and  lower  LooLiiana,  the  island  of  Orleans, 
and  the  country  lying  to  the  west  of  the  Mbuissippi,  known 
by  the  Spaniairds  as  the  Province  of  Texia.f  The  Freneh, 
under  La  Sallei  in  1685,  commeneed  the  first  settlement 
of  Louisiana,  on  the  banks  of  the  La  Baca  river.  The  en- 
terprise did  not  sueoeed,  and  the  colony  was  afterwaidn 
removed  to  the  Mississippi.  Yet  the  Frendi  continued  to 
regard  the  territosy  on  the  western  shores 'ctf  the  latter 
stream  as  their  possession,  and  ceded  it  to  ^ain  as  such; 
their  rig^t  to  it  being  founded  upon  discovery  and  oociqpa** 
tion.  By  the  negotiations  concluded  at  St.  nidephonso^ 
tiid  soverdgnty  of  the  whole  of  this  region,  in  its  original 
integrity,  was  invested  in  the  Frendi.]; 

Am  the  Spaniards  derived  not  the  leaait  profit  from  thsAr 
Louisiana  colony,  it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  government 
to  rid  itself  of  so  distant  and  unprofitable  a  dependency. 
ThJb  French  did  not  retain  the  eountry  thus  easily  acquired, 
hot  disposed  of  it  to  the  United  States,  in  1808,  fcv  eighty 
BfltUions  of  francs ;  twenty  millions  of  which  sum  was  to 
be  paid  as  an  indemnity  to  American  citisens,  for  the  spo- 
liations committed  on  their  property  by  the  erukers  of  the 
firmer  on  the  high  seas. 


*  Maibois*  Hist.  Louisiana. 

fU.  8.  PapdrSd— LiTingftton^  Letten* 

i  Marbois^  Hist.  Lodsttoa. 


CHAPTER   II. 

Tn  AMioatioa  of  Charies  IT.  —  Ferdinand  VIL  proclaimed  King  by 
die  Mexlesna —The  Violent  Depoeitlen  (tf  Ike  Viceroy  of  Mesdoojtar- 
rigaray  —  Vaaegaa  —  Hie  Adininietntion  -»  Gonaptracy  against  the 
Goremment— Ita  Premamra  .I>iacloB«ire--»Padxe  Hidalgo -» The 
Revolt — Captare  of  Celaya—The  Rebela  enter  Guanajuato  — 
Storming  of  the  Alhondiga  —  The  Sacking  of  the  City,  and  Ma»» 
aacie  of  Golonei  Riana  and  hie  Troopa. 

Thb  brilliant  suoeeasen  which  attended  Napwdeon  in  Ui 
eareer  of  ooaqaest,  at  length  produced  a  eensatlim  even  im 
Spain.  The  revolutionary  opinions  eo  rife  throughovt  the 
world,  found  their  way  across  the  lyrennees,  and  aroused 
the  Spaniards  from  their  apathy.  Charles  lY.,  incapable 
of  insisting  the  storm  which  threatened  to  overwhelm  him, 
fled  to  his  palace  at  Arai\juez.  His  enemies  now  in  opeft 
revolt  pursued  him,  and  swrounding  his  retreat,  menaced 
him  and  his  consort  with  instant  death,  unless  he  acceded 
to  their  wishes.  Tlie  poor  king,  weak,  irresohite,  and  des- 
titute of  a  single  quality  which  would  enable  him  to  resist 
the  rebels,  peluctandy  signed  his  abdication  on  the  19di  of 
August,  1808;  and  his  son,  Ferdinand  YII.,  began  his 
troubled  reign  upon  the  same  mem<»aible  day. 

Charles  protested  against  the  abdication ;  asserting  that 
it  was  done  through  fear,  in  order  to  preserve  his  own  life| 
and  those  of  his  family.  The  royal  and  supr^ne  council 
of  Castile  otdered  an  examination  into  the  validity  of  the 
act,  that  the  people  might  be  informed,  that  they  were  no 
longer  the  subjects  of  the  deposed  prinee»  Ferdinand 
treated  the  protest  with  contempt,  and  Bonaparte  seizing 
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the  moment  when  the  Spaniards  were  divided  among  them- 
BelveS)  proclaimed  his  brother  Joseph  king  of  Spain. 
Ferdinand,  who  was  then  at  Valence,  wrote  to  Joseph 
Bonaparte,  congratulating  him  upon  his  elevation,  and 
requesting  his  friendship ;  he  also  commanded  all  of  his 
former  subjects  in  Spain  and  the  colonies,  to  recognize  the 
brother  of  Napoleon  as  their  law^  sovereign. 

This  philosophic  indifference  on  the  part  of  Ferdinand, 
did  not  meet  with  the  approbation  of  his  transatlantM) 
sid(jectB,  who  were  too  far  removed  from  the  influence  of 
IVaace  to  be  driven  into  a  transfer  of  their  allegiance  to  a 
stranger.  The  people  of  Mexico,  as  well  as  those  of  Car- 
raccas  determined  to  £tdhere  to  their  legitimate  sovereign, 
and  accordingly  proclaimed  Ferdinand  VII.,  with  every 
demonstration  of  loyalty.  The  king  secretly  approved  of 
their  condoet,  although  he  dissembled  his  satisfaoticm  in 
imblio,  and  even  ratified  a  decree  of  the  Council  of  tfaa 
Indies,  commanding  the  Mexicans  to  acknowledge  Joseph 
Sonaparte  as  their  ruler,  while  he  covertly  excited  the 
feofie  against  that  personage.* 

The  European  Spaniards  residing  in  Mexico,  wen 
nearly  all  members  of  the  French  party,  designated  in 
Spain  as  fVancUes.  The  Creoles,  on  the  contrary,  were 
faithful  to  the  Bourbons,  and  publicly  burnt  the  proclama*- 
lions  of  king  Joseph,  and  denounced  his  adherents  as 
enemies  to  the  country.  During  this  turbulent  condition 
of  the  public  mind,  which  ^eatened  to  produce  the  mo«t 
disastrous  results,  the  Viceroy,  Don  Jose  Iturrigaray, 
distracted  by  the  coni9icting  orders  he  received  fiom  Feidi* 
Hand,  Joseph,  and  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  resolved  to 
jmmmon  a  Junta  of  Notables  in  imitation  of  that  of  Seville. 
The  Junta  was  to  be  composed  of  the  Viceroy,  the 
Jkxchbishop  of  Mexico,  the  representatives  from  the 
onnicipality  of  the  coital,  the  nobility,  {Htncipal  citizens, 
and  the  army.    The  hatred  which  existed  between  the 

^  MemoiiB  of  the  Mexican  RevolntioiL 
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Oneoles  and  European  Spaniaids  would  not  admit  of  eoA 
ka  artaagament,  as  itwas  {itopoaed  to  admit  tliaQireoiai 
tipan  an  eqaalhy  yriAk  flie  natives  of  tke  nother  eoantiy. 
The  nrancia60  detennined  to  defeat  die  plan,  by  ibrcibly 
deposing  die  Viceroy.  Arming  diemselvas,  the  Spaniaids 
•f  the  capital  piooeeded  in  the  dead  of  nig^t,  on  the  l&di 
of  September,  1808,  to  the  palace  of  the  Viceroy,  and  ai^ 
lestfaig  him  end  his  family,  sent  (hem  piisoners  to  Spidn, 
accusing  him  of  heresy  and  treason,  honrigaiay  was 
earned  to  Seville,  committed  to  a  dungeon,  vnthoot  a  trial, 
where  he  remained  Aree  yeat9y  imtil  released  by  an  act  of 
general  ami^sty  in  18111  This  outrage  exoited  nni^vrsal 
indignation  against  the  peipetrators,  who  were  neverdie* 
less  ^le  to  retai|i  the  government  in  their  own  hands^ 
ontil  tfie  arrival  of  Vanegas,  the  successor  of  Itnnigaray. 
The  character  of  this  personage  was  not  caleuiated  to 
engage  the  aiTections  of  the  people  he  was  sent  to  govern. 
He  commenced  his  administration  by  permitting  the  mas- 
sacre of  several  distinguished  Creoles,  and  outlawed  abd 
banished  many  others,  who  had  beeii  the  si^iporteis  ^  the 
late  Viceroy.  His  cruelty  inca^ased  in  proporticm  as  he  felt 
has  power  over  the  pei^le ;  he  preferred  to  govern  by  fear 
rather  than  affection .  He  soon  became  odious  to  the  Mext 
eans  of  all  ranks,  and  although  wanted  of  the  conseqnences 
df  his  tyranny,  he  continued  to  exercise  his  power,  reckless 
of  the  fhtnre.  Conspiracies  among  an  oppressed  people 
genially  precede  an  open  revolt,  which  is  the  last  resort 
of  the  slave  against  his  master.  The  Creoles  of  New 
^pain,  numbering  in  their  ranks  many  p^nxms  of  uitelli^ 
gence  and  energy,  were  the  first  to  combine  against  the 
government;  disapp<Minted  in  obtaining  a  Voice  in  the 
management  c^  tfieir  country,  they  secretly  conspired  to 
overdirow  tihe  Viceroy,  and  his  FVanco^Spanish  adminit- 
tration.  Emissaries  were  sent  into  the  provinees  and 
principal  dties,  who  were  instructed  to  ascertain  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  natives  toward  the  govanunant,  and  enlist 
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aU  the  dttttSMstedin  ike  plot.*  TheM  agente^BweM  n* 
Mi¥0d  ^lli  opea  arniB  by  masy  peraons  (tf  vrealdi  aad 
dktiAclMm^Mae  of  whjom  wart  loeiiiben  of.tiie  eleigy  Ami 
offloen  in  tbe  army,  vrho  dkfO»ted  ^th  the  cmelt^  and 
liee&tioiiitieM  of  the  Yicerqjr  were  eager  to  witnoM  hii 
downfall.  The  preparaiicHit  of  the  omopiralon  weto 
nade.  with  all  the  celerity  the  oecaaion  demoaded ;  tho 
Tillage  curae  ajroused  Oxe  Indians  who  tvere.  under  tikoir 
•puritual  gmdaaee^  and  without  letting  them  ftilly  into  tho 
intentioofl  of  die  leadem  of  llie  plot,  dajrkly  intimated  that 
Hke  long  delayed  hour  of  vengeance  waa  at  hand,  finely 
eireiy  tiling  was  ready  for  a  simtdtaneouB  jrising  in  th^ 
provincef  adjoining  the  oa|»talt  when  the  revdtwae  has^ 
Jenad*  and  the  direction  of  the  plot  changed,  bo  m  to  fiH 
dioea  wIm  had  set  it  in  motiMt  with  horror  and  disOMif  » 
hf .  one  of  those  nnforeseen  acoidemts  which  ofti^ 
defeat  Ale  best  arranged  plans.  The  canon  Iturriag4^ 
ana  of  the  eonspiraters  ^o  belonged  to  Valladolidy  ww 
taken  soddenly  iUi  and  feeling  hb  end  approach,  he  eX" 
pesed  the  secret  plot  to  his  oonfe$sor,  a  priest  of  Qaeretaro^ 
giving  the  Jiames  of  the  principal  persons  implicated.  11m» 
priest  iminediately  revealed  the  astounding  intelUgence  to 
the  authorities  of  Queretaro,  who  arrested  the  corregidoc 
of  that  city,  who  was  denounced  by  the  canon  that  very 
ni^^t.  This  alarmed  the  plotters,  who  had  no  choice  lefti 
iMit  speedy  sabmiauon  or  resistance. 

The  Vieeroy,  Vanegas,  thunderstruck  at  the  intelligeace 
eonveyed  to  him  of  the  existence  of  the  conspiracy ,  at  onea 
]mK>eeded  to  stay  the  progress  of  impending  rebellion,  bgr 
adrresting  all  those  who  had  been  designated  as  leaders  by 
Ihe  canon  of  ValladoUd  de  Mechoacan.  This  accelerated 
Ae  nu>venientB  of  the  denounced,  who  having  agents  in 
Ibe  capital,  and  even  in  the  palace  itself^  received  tim^ 
warning  of  the  designs  of  the  Vioeroy. 

e  Bobinsoik's  Mstt.  Berolstloii  of  lisiieo. 


bt  A^  inteaiBjufcS  Giuaiig««to|  a  few  leagoet  dktavt 
ivMi  the  mk  dety  of  tlia*  name,  fired  Ifignel  Hidalgo  j 
OdefiUa,  enrate  of  Dotores^  a  village  or  fmUo  inkalnted 
friadlfwUjr  bjr  &e  deeoeadasfd  of  ibm  original  knds  of 
Mexico.  Dolores  is  about  ibiiljmfleti  north-east  ef  Gkuui^ 
ttxatO)  BMd  in  tibSM  place  and  tbe  neighboring  town  of  San 
Miguel  el  Glraad,  a  e<muderable  number  of  tibe  dLmfiNSled 
teiMed,  awaxtQig  the  rignal  of  rerolt.  Yaiifgai  oideved 
the  arrett  of  Hidalgo  and  bis  associates  as  eoon  as  be 
teceked  the  gtariUng  informition  from  Qaeretero/  An 
ex|«es8  was  immediatefy  sent  to  the  conspirators,  whidi 
teaching  San  Migael  el  QthnA  in  safety,  oommunieated  to 
Don  Ignacio  AUende  the  Intentions  of  the  Viceroy ;  dds 
officer  commanded  a  small  nnmber  of  regular  tro4^  sta- 
tioned at  this  point.  He  was  implicated  in  the  plot,  and 
io0t  no  time  In  warning  the  eorate  of  ihe  threatealng  danger. 
Eveiy  moment  was  precioite,  it  was  too  late  to  ftf,  the  oidy 
liope  left  fhem  wae  immediate  and  energetic  resistance. 
Allende  pa^ruaded  his  men  to  join  the  party.  Hidalgo 
gaYO  the  expected  signal  for  Aierirfng;  and  the  standard 
of  rebellion  was  raised  on  the  night  of  the  I5th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1810 ;  being  the  opening  scene  of  a  bloody  and  le^ 
tohing  tragedy,  which  desolated  &e  fairest  portion  of  the 
new  world,  and  turned  many  a  smiling  province  into  a 
baiten  waste* 

It  has  been  observed,  that  those  political  convtdsions, 
which,  under  the  name  of  revolutions,  distiffb  the  tranquil- 
lity of  states,  are  as  often  the  result  of  accident  as  desigti; 
Vtkt  passions  of  men  being  engeged  mord  than  their  pru- 
dence or  their  principles.  Hidalgo's  insurrection  was  of 
this  kind;^hurried  onward  by  mingled  emotions  of  pride 
Imd  fear,  the  Curate  of  Dolores  prepared  fbr  tiie  desperate 
struggle,  reckless  of  the  <5on8equences.  The  Indians,  over 
whom  ike  priest  possessed  unbounded  influence,  flocked 
to  the  rendexvous  ni  gteat  numbers.  Advancing  to  San 
Migael,  the  wbels  were  Joined  by  the  s«dAers  under  Al- 
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lisiide;  frttin  dienoe,  thej  proteeded  to  Cdaya,  wltere  ihey 
reeeivad  into  tibiefr  ranks  llie  gaithon  of  that  pkce,  and  aa 
immeafla  crowd  of  Indiana,  nideij  anned  wiA  dings,  dubS) 
and  bowB  and.  anxywB.  The  iumrgidats  bow  amounted  to 
Bttore  than  twenty  thooaand  men* 

In  order  ta  stimnlate  liitf  foUowon,  Hidalgo  raised  Ilia 
ery  of  ^'BeaDi  to  t^  Oaehnpina,"  (Spaniards,)  and  the  In- 
diansy  taking  it  in  a  iitend  seasei  wor6  impatient  to  giipa 
vent  to  thdur  long  rappressed.  feelings  of  yengeaaee. 
Tbeir  steps  weve  tracked  witii  blood;  they  mordered 
wMiout  remorse  every  Spaniaxd,  and  many  Oeoles  tbat  fell 
into  tkw  hands;  and  the  ancient  qaanrel  between  the  two 
jraoes  was  about  to  be  renewed.  The  Creoles,  die  greater 
piortion  c£  whom  were  deeidedly  oppoied  to  the  govern* 
ment,  lK>nor-strack  at  the  excesses  of  the  rebels,  now 
Ibnnd  it  necessary,  in  self-defence,  to  throw  themsehrei 
into  the  ranks  of  the  Spaniards. 

Hidalgo,  who,  in  the  main,  was  neither  blood-lidrsty  nor 
cniel,  in  vain  attempted  to  control  the  fierce  passions  of 
bis  disorderly  army;  he  had  raised  a  storm  he  was  nnaUe 
to  guide,  and  repented,  when  top  late,  of  the  error  he  had 
been  goilty  of,  in  anthorizing  the  waiHsry  of  his  foUowers. 
He  advanced,  without  delay,  upon  the  city  of  Santa  Fe  de 
Guanajuato,  the  capital  of  the  province,  and  one  of  the  rich- 
est  towns  in  Mexico.  His  approach  filled  the  inhabitanii 
with  consternation.  The  governor  nf  the  place,  Colonel 
Riana,  shut  himself  qp  with  a  numb^  of  the  more  resolute 
in  die  Alhondiga,  (a  large  building  used  as  a  store-house,) 
with  an  immense  amount  of  the  public  trea3ure  intrusted 
to  hia  keeping. 

When  the  rebels  displayed  their  forces  upon  the  hills 
which  suiToand  Guani^uato,  and,  descending,  approludied 
the  gate  of  ACarfil,  the  inhabitants,  filled  with  constemar 
tion,  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  resistance;  the  gamsoui 
placed  there  for  the  defence  of  the  place,  overawed  by 
the  superiority  of  the  insurgents,  threw  down  their  arms 


9iEyi  joived  tke  eiiengr*  Hid%igo  now  wfloimoned  the  gov^ 
«nuHr  to  ffurreftdetv  proimBiB|r  1^™  good  tveatment  if  lie 
complied  inrkh  tke  demand.  Thk  ^er  was  iiidigiiaatly- 
rf  fiised.  An  attadi  was  immedifl^ly  made  upon  die  Al* 
koadiga;  it  was  taken  byaeeaxdt,  and  Biana^  and  all  tke 
SpaniardB  and  Oreotee  wko  were  widi  kim^  aaaeaei^d 
npon  tke  ispot..  Tke  rebel  ekief  exkaneted  kinMeUT  in  use- 
laoB  efforts  to  eave  diem:  tke  revengeful  paesicHM  of  kie 
men  oeuld  only  be  aatufied  witk  tke  blood  «f  thieur  ibnnei* 
masten.  Three  dayis  were  epent  in  sacMng  tke  epnleoC 
eiity,  and,  eituated  aa  it  was  in  tke  heart  ef  tke  rieke^t 
miaes  of  Mexioo^  the  treasnre  wkidt  fell  into  tke  kands  of 
tke  imouii^nts  wcub  pvodigioiui.  Tke  precions  metals  were 
found  in  qnantities,  stored  aw^r  in  private  dwellings,  ae 
well  as  in  tke  public  buildings.  Every  man  in  Hidalgo's 
army  was  laden  witk  doubloons,  dollars,  and  ingots  of  gold 
and  silver.* 

Enricked  witk  tke  spoil  ke  kad  taken,  tke  leador  of  tke 
rebellion  paid  kis  followers  a  dollar  a  day,  and  allowed  kis 
officers  to  kelp  tkemselves  from  the  military  chest,  ad  libi" 
turn,  Tkis  generous  liberality  failed  not  to  increase  kis 
popularity,  already  great.  By  the  sack  of  Guancyuato, 
the  rebels  acquired  four  millions  ef  dollars.  Such  was  the 
ignorance  of  the  Indians,  that  they  sold  their  doubloons  for 
half  a  dollar  a-piece,  supposing  them  to  be  gilt  medals  of 
the  Virgin  of  Guadaloupe,  which  it  was  customary  to  wear 
suspended  from  the  neck,  as  a  kind  of  charm-t 

The  success  of  the  insm^gents  filled  the  viceroy  with 
astonishment  and  alarm,  while  it  encouraged  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  government  in  a  corresponding  degree.  Hiou- 
sands  flocked  to  the  standard  of  the  curate,  and  he  soon 
felt  powerful  enough  to  make  a  demonstration  upon  the 
capital  of  Mexico  itself.  He  accordingly  advanced  towards 
that  city,  his  force  augmenting  in  numbers  every  hour. 

*  Robinson^s  Memoirt.  f  Ibid* 
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TomiBf  ftflide  fima  the  dveei  route  to  Mesieo,  tlM  re]beb 
maiohed  ixpaa  and  eaptnred  llie  epiBec^ol  dly  of  Valladelid 
de  Bieohoaean,  one  of  the  moit  important  places  in  tbo 
ideeroyatey^.  The  spirit  of  revolt  spread  with  great  rapid* 
ity,  and  soon  extended  to  every  part  of  tho  eonnCry  witUm 
ifty  leagues  of  the  capital.  The  Spimiards  in  ihB  large 
dties  began  to  tremble  for  their  safety,  and  invoked  the 
aid  of  l^e  home  government,  to  protect  diem  from  the 
thieatened  danger.  At  this  crisis,  had  any  num  of  Hm^ 
Unotioii  declared  in  favor  of  the  insonreetion,  the  issue  of 
k  would  have  doubtless  been  very  diflbrent.  But  the  ex- 
cesses committed  by  the  Indians  disgusted  the  more  intel- 
ligent CSredes,  who,  thou^  they  haled  the  viceregal  power, 
were  shocked  at  the  thought  of  a  war  of  extermination. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Tn  Entctntion  of  yaUaddlid-*-Th6  Rebel  He«t  arinuieee  «^  Ae 
Cepitil— Hie  Miditiea  of  tke  Ckf  of  Menoe**-The  LnMge»ti 
BsMflUMimoated— The  RejiUsleDeteted  atLasCniPee-— Iii<i«lg» 
Enoamps  in  sigkt  of  1I19  Capital  —  His  ladden  Retieat  —  The  Battle 
of  Aculco  —  Maeeacre  at  Guanajuato  -—  The  Recapture  of  Valladolij 
—Battle  of  the  Bridge  of  Calderon  —  Capture  and  Death  of  Hidalgo* 

Tbs  rebels  evacoaled  Vafladolid  aboat  the  nuditte  ct 
October,  and  oontiiiued  their  progreps  toward  the  capital. 
Halting  at  Indeparapeo,  Hidalgo  reviewed  his  Ibree,  which 
BOW  mmdiered  more  than  one  hwdred  and  ten  thousand 
men,  not  a  thousand  of  whom  were  armed  with  muskets  I 

On  the  34th  of  October,  Hidalgo,  casting  aside  his 
sacred  garments,  which  up  to  this  time  he  had  worn,  ap« 
peered  in  the  full  uniform  of  a  ^anish  general,  amid  &e 
aeelamations  of  Ins  wild  and  enthusiastic  followers,  who 
believed  him  to  be  under  the  special  protection  of  the 
Virgin  of  Guadaloupe.*  Leaving  Indeparapeo,  the  now 
franudable  army  resumed  its  march  toward  the  city  of 
Mexico,  moving  slowly,  and  in  admirable  disorder.  One 
of  &e  greatest  difficulties  in  bringing  a  large  force  into 
Ihe  field,  is  to  furnish  the  necessary  quantity  ci  food 
for  its  consumption.  The  Mexicans  are,  however,  the 
most  abstemious  people  in  the  world,  and  this  immense 


*  It  is  eaid,  he  had  a  small  image  of  the  Tirgtn  which,  hy  a  mechaai<- 
eal  eontriiranoe,  was  made  to  nod  its  head,  as  if  in  approbation  of  his 
weinis,  whenever  he  l|aisng«ed  his  disoidaiiy  host  eflfnenat  and  deMe4 
pUfHssssp  whs  sekamly  hciewsd  it  Is  bs  a  veritMe  viisele  1 ! 
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army  lived  luxuriously  upon  llie  fruit,  which  was  the 
spontaneoua  growth  of  the  country  they  were  traversing. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  the  insurgents  entered  and  todc 
possession  of  Toliica,  a  town  thirty-six  miles  from  the  ca- 
pital. The  Viceroy,  filled  with  alarm  at  their  approach, 
issued  a  proclamation,  threatening  all  those  found  in  arms 
against  the  government  with  instant  deiith,  if  taken,  and 
promising  a  free  pardon  to  aU  who  would  throw  down 
their  anas  and  disperse.  He  also  called  to  his  aid  the 
powerful  influence  of  the  clergy,  to  qaeU  the  rebellion; 
and  die  archbishop  of  Mexico  excommunicated  the  rebels 
in  a  body,  as  heretics  and  enemies  to  the  church  and  state. 
The  inferior  members  of  the  priesthood  were  ordered  to 
exercise  the  power  they  possessed  through  the  confessional, 
in  maintaining  the  cause  of  the  Viceroy  against  die  pec(>le. 
But  Hidalgo,  bring  a  priest  himself,  laughed  at  the  spijdlr 
ual  thunder  horled  against  him,  and  easily  eoavinced  faia 
followers  of  the  impotency  of  a  curse  pronounced  by  a 
Gaehnpin  Usbop. 

VaA€^^,  however,  did  not  rely  upon^the  church  alone 
in  the  hour  of  peiil,  but  prepared  to  defend  the  city,  in 
ea«e  it  should  bo  attacked ;  adopting  every  meens  within 
his  reach  to  repel  the  enemy.  He  barricaded  the  princi- 
pal streets,  and  distributed  arms  and  ammimition  to  the 
inhabitants,  warning  them  of  the  awful  consequences,  if 
the  infuriated  Indians  ci^tuied  the  city.  His  ^terdoas 
were  not  in  vain;  the  people  were  awakened  to  a  sense 
of  their  danger,  and  willingly  assistedin  the  preparations 
lor  defence.. 

As  the  rebels  continued  to  advance,  Vanegas  sent  out 
a  detachment  of  regular  troops,  under  Colonel  Traxillo,  to 
reconnoitre,  and,  if  possible,  to  check  their  progress. 
Truxillo  took  up  a  position  in  the  defile  of  Las  Cruces, 
about  twenly-four  miles  distant.  Hidalgo,  as  he  ap* 
froached,  sent  him  a  flag,  demanding  a  parley ;  the  roy** 
alist  refused  ta  reerive  it,  abd  even  fired  upon  the  bearer! 
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Tlwfl9  exasparkitod  die  ecurato,  that  he  ordered  Us  men  le 
ekarge*;  an  vfepwYkdming  farce  poured  into  tke  deffib,  and 
IViedlle  waa  oompeUed  to  letire,  wHk  llie  lose  of  hb  artil- 
kiy^  and  iL  avmher  of  liia  laen  kiUed  aad  ^wooitded. 

The fdMn  foliewed  elesely  at  tbeir  heela;  and  on  tho 
Slat  of  OetebATy  anived  at  Hie  batSeada  of  QoaxiflBtalpa, 
on  the  heights  of  Santa  Fe,  a  few  milea  from  Ae  capitdiy 
tridch  ooidd  be  aeen  from  their  potttion.  The  inhabitanta 
aad  antiboriliea  of  tlie  city  waiPled  in  aaxiooB  expeotatiott 
Hat  flie  retami  of  IVaxiilo;  and  when  he  was  descried  has- 
tening bade,  with  all  the  diligenoe  of  a  fugitive  before  a 
pwrais^  fee,  Ihey  began  to  despair^  and  abandon  all 
Ihoagjitei  of  Msiatins  so  powerftd  an  advemary. 

The  Yioeroy  was  naaUe  to  muster  more  than  twn  or 
tibree  timusaad  regular  troops,  whose  fears  rendered  Iheea 
IneapaUe  of  a  desperate  defenee*  shoidd  iJBM  onemy  a«k 
Tanee.  The  fiofopean  Spantaida^  who  aiu  naturally  a 
bvarve  and  leyul  raee,  were  v^ll  aware  ef  the  taniUe  fata< 
^ihick  awailed  them,  if  they  feU  into  the  hands  (rf*  their 
pitiless  fees,  and  were  tfierefore  dsleimined  to  hold  out  to* 
dm  last  moflsent.  The  native  nobility  who  resided  in  tha- 
aapilal,  Ae  lidi  laadhi>Idcm  and  proprietora  <^  mines,  were 
equally  odious  to  fha  rebels,  and  trembled  at  the  danger 
wh^  thseatened  thein;  whilst  the  leperos  bUKIansrMtilat- 
toWf  and  Tagabonds  of  all  descriptions  who  infeslsd  tbd 
ei^,  ta  tiae  number  of  twenty  tfiousand,  sharpened  their 
haixies  and  ptfepaied  to  share  in  the  expeoted  oonffiot,  tibe 
spoils  of  both  parties* 

Hidalgo,  instead  of  attacking  tit»  idmont  defbaedbss 
piaee^  sesrt  a  flag  to  Ae  Vioemy,  demanding  the  smrender 
of  the  iAtf.  No  anitfwer  was  retomed  to  tiie  smmnons; 
and  Vaaegas  eneouraged  by  the  imbeoility  of  the  rebel 
ehief,  sent  emissaries  into  his  eamp,  who  mingling  with  hb 
feUo^wen,  infrsesed  them  wltfi  the  impregnability  of  the 
ei^Mtal  to  any  foree  destitute  of  artilleiy  and  fire-arms*. 
This  caused  tfas  insmgentB  tahesitn^e,  at  llie  erflical  time 
0 


n  RBTIBAT  or  TBS 

-when  ibe  fate  of  Mexico  was  faitlieir  hands.  The  Vicorojr 
gamed  lus  point,  the  heiitatioit  so  iktal  to  Ike  enemy  wae 
hu  sdivatton.  He  honrly  expeoted  the  aniyal  <€if  Don 
Felix  Maria  Cfdleja>  who  was  mafehing^  with  a  latge  fioroe 
ti>  the  relief  of  tfie  city;  time  was  more  vahiable  to  the 
tepreaentative  ot  rojralty  than  all  die  g<Al  whMi  glittered 
in  the  mines*  of  Mexico  and  Peru. 

Huge  and  un^Useiphned  masses  of  men  when  destined 
fbr  any  peculiar  service,  must  be  continually  employed, 
ielse  their  endnuiasm  wanes,  and  their  passiims  lacUng 
ibod  declines,  and  leaves  them  spiritless  and  destitute  of 
^mergy.  It  was  so  in  this  instance.  Hidalgo's  mrny, 
which  hung  like,  a  direatening  cloud  iqwn  the  monntainsi 
teady  to  bunt  and  overwhelm  the  imperial  city  which  lay 
mX  its  base,  upon  a  sudden  was  seized  with  a  eowaidly 
panic,  and  fled  without  striking  a  blow  at  the  olgect  of  their 
expedition.  Oalleja  airired  shortly  after  their  departore, 
suid  was  ordered  to  pursue  the  retreating  rebels,  wh9  had 
taken  the  foad  to  Guaniguato.  The  Spanish  Ibree  amounted 
4o  but  six  thousand  men,  who  were  howevw,  well  died* 
f^lined  and  provided  with  artillery.  Moving  ferwaid  rapidly^ 
Oalleja  came  up  with  the  fugitives  at  Aleuleo;  and  on  the 
^th  of  November  the  armies  joined  battle. 

The  Indians  began  the  light  by  charging  sa  nmue  upon 
vtfie  columns  of  the  enemy;  they  precipitated  themselves  upon 
the  bayonets  and  cannon  of  the  Spaniards,  and  at  &st 
4rove  them  backwards ;  but  the  latter,  though  few  in  num* 
ber  were  formidable  from  their  discipline,  and  soon  re^ 
gained  dieir  lost  ground.  The  battle  raged  widi  singular 
4tary.  The  Mexicans  ignorant  of,  or  dei^ising  the  efleots 
sot  the  artillesy,  approached  fearlessly  to  the  very  nmzzles 
of  the  guns^  and  placing  their  sosifcwus*  before  them, 
endeavored  to  prevent  their  explosion.  Unprovided  w^ 
Ace-arms  and  destitute  of  that  eonfldence  in  die  support  of 
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Aeir  fellow- wMem,  whieh  fa  the  NMdt  ef  a  Ugh  tlale  of 
discipline,  the  iiiHargeiitt  eodn  diseoTeiwd  that  ikey  wmm 
mequal  to  Ihe  mial!  hot  compact  body  wfairii  opposed 
them.  In  vain  their  rade  and  ^boideriy  mmm§  throw 
themselvee  npon  the  Spaniih  eehimns,  and  with  their  daba 
endeaTo^ied  to  drive  theai  hack.  Ataach  siioceMve  dun 
charge  of  the  Ihtal  cannon,  hundreds  fell  bleeding  to  the 
earth,  who  cumbered  the  ground  ^xkd  impeded  the  motions 
of  the  belligerents.  At  length  the  femness  of  the  rojralisti 
began  to  make  an  impression  up<Al  the  minds  of  Iheir  foes^ 
who  despairing  of  yictoiy,  wavered  for  an  instant,  and 
then  throwing  down  their  anns,  fled  in  tenor  from  Hbt  field. 
The  work  of  dealh  now  oommenoed  in  tamest;  the  ^ring 
Mexicans  were  pursued  and  out  down  by  thoosaads.  Na 
mercy  was  given  or  adcedl  The  slaaghler  eentiauad 
wliile  a  rebel  remained  on  the  scene  of  the  blbody  eneoo&> 
ter,  nor  was  the  vindictive  lury  of  tlte  Spaniards  appeased, 
until  they  had  immolated  ten  thousand  of  their  brave  bat 
reckless  adversaries**  Hida^  retreated  in  oonAunon  la 
Guaniyuate,  but  being  pursued  by  CaUeJa,he  continued 
his  ffight  to  Ouadalaxara,  leaving  his  lieutsnaat  Don 
Ignaeio  Allende,  with  a  division  of  his  army  to  defend  the 
pass  of  Marfil  which  commanded  the  entrance  la  the 
fermer  city. 

Allende  was  attacked  by  the  Spanish  leader  soon  after 
wards;  and,  notwithstanding  his  gallant  resistance,  ha 
was  driven  from  his  position,  and  compelled  to  retire,  wMi 
loss,  upon  the  main  body.  Callcga  entered  Guan^fuato  in 
triumph,  and  determined  to  signalite  his  victories  by  an 
act  which  would  forever  render  his  name  terrible  tfarougih 
out  the  land.  Pjretending  to  suspect  tiie  inhabitants  of  the 
unfortunate  dty  of  having  espoused  the  cause  of  the  reb^, 
he  ordered  his  troops  to  drive  the  people  into  the  great 
square;  where,  in  obedience  to  Ua  commands,  fturleen 
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mmA  in  0oU  UMd,  Their  iikmw^  w«re  cut;  and  didv 
awilttl^  tenmiiiB  iwwe  paM  in  great  heapg  in  the  plan^ 
The  inhwMA  CtlkBa*  boaetvii,  in  hlft  4iapatch«i  W  Urn 
fOTeramttOy  that  he  had  ^^effeofaaUy  purged  the  eky  of  ili 
MbeUioaa  popalatioii  ;'*  offeiiog  a«  aa  apology  for  tiie 
aoode  of  Moriflee«  the  eearcitgr  ef  powder  and  baU!^ 
iVNUB  Giiiana|aal<v  Ae  Spaniah  lead^  feUowed  the  eaeoy 
ia  hie  retteat  towardi  Gaadalaxcaa>  puttiag  eveiy  oae 
^hem  he  auapected  to  death. 

General  Graz»  who  waa  at  the  head  cf  a  divisiom  of  Ae 
rtyal  fiwoeet  altaeked  and  defeated  the  rebels  at  Zapoora, 
itk  tte  iMrra  enlMle,  aad  recaptured  the  city  of  ValladoUd. 
This  geacraly  pureuing  the  eame  poltqF  ae  CaUeja>  treatad 
Ae  iiihahitaats  inrith  great  en^elty.  The  immrgciit  am^ 
helled  aear  Guadalaxara  rad  prepared  to  defend  their  poei- 
tioa;  several  large  pieces  of  artilieiy  were  brought  fiboia 
8aa  Bias,  on  the  Paoifie»  and  intrm^Auaeals  were  thrown 
lyp  at4he  bridge  of  GaUsron^  thir^  miles  east  of  the  city. 
'  Hidalgo  had  lest,  in  hie  la^  reversesi  sone  tUrtj 
theasead  wm ;.  many  of  whom  had  deserted  their  chief 
when  the  tide  ef  war  set  against  him.  He  was,  however, 
still  able  to  muster  eighty  thousand  troops;  who,  having 
learned  prudence  in  their  recent  disasters,  were  aaziouS'ts 
aMte  for  their  errors,  by  submitting  themselves  to  the  in- 
atruetieas  of  their  officers.  Their  leader  aroused  their 
eathusiasm  by  frequent  haranguesr-appealing  to  their 
patriotism,  end  reealling  the  injuries  they  had  received 
from  the  proud  Spaniards^  he  besought  them  to  resist  to 
the  last  moment. 

Cal^ja,  mardiing  with  deliberation,  did  net  leach  the 
vioiai^  of  the  rebel  lines  until  the  middle  of  winter. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  lail,  the  hostile  armies  once 
mva.eucoantered  each  other.    Hidalgo's  position  was  a 
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wjtpmg  me,  ted  hb  fcMsiBiniftriyiiipttior  to  hU  rhrAPs  in 
»B«abcwi»  but.  vmSfy  d^fldcttt  is  tnw.  The  signal  for  Hxh 
kftttte  WM  no  soMier  givcb,  Ikaii  tiie  reWls,  nifiihfiig  wHli 
inwistiUe  fbiy  yipot  thek  fteti,  tiv^pt  thtai  from  tbefr 
|palb»  Tbegr  farofeB  tte  toliitoiui  of  tiw  Spaafacdn,  mA 
drore  them  back  apon  tlieir  Ytsctra.  The  intmrgwiiy 
stated  witk  dmr  naecoBs  and  faegiiliU  ef  dtidyllne,  poshed 
tarwutd  »  a^  disorderly  matmtr.  Srtstng:  tte  favoraMB 
mom&tdf  CaUcifa  Ironght  vtp  hii  reaerta;  iHd^  eliiuf|in|^ 
viforoMl^t  decided  Oe  oonteit.  The  panic  itrldMA 
Ma^ieauB  Ikmw  dawn  their  anna,  and^  fled  iaq^loiioiiMly. 
la  the  retti  vhiah  enaaed,  Taet  norabeffi  of  'dieni  wtrt 
elain ;  no  qoarter  was  given ;  erery  priaoner  taken  beinf 
instantly  pat  to  death.  All  persons  who  had  extended  tihe 
least  enoonragement  to  the  enemy,  ware  Asposed  of  in  a 
amnmaiy  manner ;  and  the  tragic  scenes  of  Gnanqnato 
were  repeated  at  Guadalaxara. 

Hidalgo  and  AUende,  aoomnpanied  by  their  principal 
oiBoers,took  the  road  toward  the  eastern  internal  pro- 
Tinees,  with  llie  intention  of  crossing  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
there  reorganizing  the  scattered  army.  They  were  closely 
pnrsned  by  Galleja,  and  a  body  of  troops  stationed  at 
Altamira;  the  eommandant  of  the  western  internal  pro- 
▼inees  also  sending  a  party  against  them,  nnder  Colonel 
Oefaoa. 

Thns  beset  npon  all  sides,  the  rebel  diiefs  ndg^t  never- 
theless have  escaped,  had  not  one  of  their  number  betrayed 
them.  The  fbgitiYes  had  reached  Acatita  de  B^an,  near 
Saltillo,  when  Captain  Bostamenfte,  an  oflker  of  Hidalgo's 
staff,  delivored  them  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  On  the 
31st  of  March,  they  were  surrounded;  and  aftw  an  obsti- 
nate resistance,  during  which  fifty  of  their  companions 
w^re  slain,  the  party  were  captured  and  taken  to  Chihuap 
hua,  and  confined  in  the  Jesuits'  c<dlege  of  that  city. 
They  remained  in  prison  for  some  months;  were  finally 
tried  finr  treason  and  hcresyi  and  condemned  to  suffer  death. 
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Don  IgnmAo  AUewfey  llie  leeond  officer  in  the  rebel 
foroety  was  executed  on  tlie  MQx  of  June,  in  the  ooturt-yard 
of  the  eoUege.  HtdalgOi  after  having  been  degi*aded  firom 
the  priettfaoodi  was  put  to  death  on  the  27th  of  July,  1811; 
supplicating  heaYcn,  in  his  last  moments,  to  aid  his  ooun* 
trymen  in  their  struggle  for  independence. 

Such  was  the  cataslxophe  of  the  brief  bnt  eventfbl 
career  of  the  enrate  of  Dolores;  a  man  who  possessed 
both  virtue  and  ability,  bnt  lacking  the  essentials  that 
make  up  Ae  charai^r  of  a  sncce8si\il  commander.— ^He 
vnmtad  ibnmess,  judgment,  and  presence  of  mind;  witliout 
which  no  one  ever  controlled  the  tumultuous  elements  of 
a  rev<du1ion. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


l>BnA9r  of  RayoB  at  Zitaqovro  —  OifsnisatloD  of  die  PatHoi  JvoCa-^ 
The  Rebels  adopt  tbe  GveriUa  Mode  of  Waiftie-^The  Chanelw 
of  theee  Troops  •—  Padxe  Morrioe  —  The  Action  of  Qaatla  Amilpae 
—  Oaptare  of  Oaxaca— «The  Siege  of  the  Castle  at  AcapuloO'— 
The  Ouerilla  Chiefs:  Tictoria, Tenu^,  Cos,  and  Ossourno. 

Afteb  iht  Mi  of  Hidalgo,  tlie  command  of  his  broken 
and  dispersed  army  was  assumed  by  general  Rayon,  who 
was  stin  able  to  muster  forty  thousand  men.  This  generd 
establicAied  his  head-quarters  at  'ZHaquaro,  and  endeaTored 
to  open  negotiation  with  the  enemy.  CaDeja,  howeve^ 
refused  to  hold  any  communication  with-  the  insurgentSi 
while  in  arms  j^ainst  the  goTemment. 

Rayon,  who  had  been  educated  as  a  lawyer,  and  was 

a  person  of  superior  abilities^  formed  a  kind  of  junta  at 

Zitaquaro,  —  which  was  composed  of  the  most  prominent 

leaders  of  his  party.     Assisted  by  these  individuals,  he 

used  every  means  to  ekrate  the  courage  of  hia  troopsi 

and  to  reduce  them  to  a  proper  state  of  disciplBie.     The 

royalist  leader  scarcely  gave  him  time  for  this ;  but  milrchiaf 

rapidly  against  him,  he  attacked  the  town,  and  after  an 

engagement  of  three  hours,  compelled  the  nebels  to  evacuate 

the  place.     Rayon's  army  soon  fell  to  pieces.     The  most 

active  among  the  partisaas  fled  to  Zultepic,  where  they 
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continued  to  meet  in  council  as  the  supreme  authority  of 
their  constituents. 

By  a  decree  of  the  vice-regal  government^  the  town  of 
Zitaquaro  was  razed  to  the  ground  —  the  movables  of  the 
inhabitants  confiscated — and  they,  themselves,  driven  forth, 
houseless  wanderers  upon  the  plains.*  These  severities, 
although  they  fri^tened  the  more  timid  among  the  mal- 
contents into  submission,  did  not  aflfect  all  in  this  manner ; 
but  rather  excited  the  j&ssions  of  the  people  than  subdued 
them.  The  junta  issued  a  manifesto  denouncing  the  bar- 
barity of  the  government,  and  calling  upon  the  oppressed 
to  renew  their  struggles  for  independence.  Many  of  the 
officers,  v^ho  had  escaped  »fix>m  the  disastrous  battle  of  the 
bridge  of  CalderoB,  'retii«d  to  the  Temoter  seetions  isf 
eountrfr,  and  there  levied  considerable  bodies  of  troops. 
These  bands  rendered  themselves  terrible  to  the  enemy, 
and  carried  on  a  successful  guerriUa  warfare,  characteriaied 
by  great  cruelty. 

The  flames  of  civil  war,  initead  of  being  cqafined  to 
Me  pfovinee;  now  spread  lapidly  throughout  the  couotry, 
ift  spite  6t  the  victorias  of  Calleja,  the  decrees  of  ^ 
tieetoy,  wr  the  more  dreaded  anathemas  of  the  Chui«h« 
li  is  difficult  to  subdue  a  people  determined  to  be  freet 

^For  freedom*!  btltki,  oiiee  began, 
Beqaeatlied  by  Ueediag  eiie  to  eon, 
Tlioagti  b«fl«d  oA,  is  ever  wook'* 

The  guerSHa  chiefs,  undaunted  by  the  reverses  their  cause 
had  sustained,  did  not  fear  to  encounter  the  enemy  wheil 
an  opportumty  presented  itself.  Their  line  of  operations 
extended  from  Vera  Cms,  on  the  Gulf,  to  the  provinces 
on  the  Pfeicifie,  and  as  far  north  as  Zacatecas  and  San 
Luis  Potosi.  The  viceroy,  unable  to  raise  a  sufficient 
'number  of  troops  to  put  down  the  revolt  — or,  periiaps, 
^iBwiHing  to  trust  the  natives  with  arms,  found  it  neoes- 
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mj  to  o«B  upon  ii»  boma  goyeiaoMSt  (or  tke  recpUite 
frafioieements*  The  Ca(Ux  legeney,  in  eompijawoe  widk 
llio  demand^  semi  a  conflldeniUe  number  of  awn  to  liexteo, 
in  Norember^  1811.  Tb€de  wdbitonete  ooldkie  soon  fell 
notinfee  to  the  efimate,  eo  filial  along  tfie  eoaeta,  or  pefUied 
IB  obacuee  and  ingloriovs  eoaflicta  wkk  die  febeh.  Sudi 
indeed  was  the  success  of  the  gaeriUas^  tlhat  the  royalists 
wene  atlast  compelled  to  seek  shelter  in  the  lug^  teinms, 
not  dating  to  leave  their  walls  unless  in  large  bodiea. 

This  desukoiy  mode  of  warfiure,  however,  was  not 
ipalculated  to  admnoe  the  cause  of  Meadcan  fieedomi 
the  insmgeots  were  -  prorentedy  S^m  the  scattered  position 
of  their  fbteesy  irom  eoEecnting  a  combined  moTemrait 
agidnst  the  strong^lds  of  their  adyeraaries.  Another 
reason  eaisted  whkh  tendered  the  '* liberals"  less  dan* 
gesMis:  thia  was  the  dbimion  which  perraded  their  ranks, 
eansed  by  the  jealeusj  of  the  diftreait  rival  dkiefi^  who 
acting  independently  of  each  other,  scorned  to  adknoiiriedga 
any  snperior.  Tliere  was,  in  conseqtteiice,  a  wstti  of  unitf 
of  action,  widMiut  which  no  cause  can  prosper.  Ih* 
gneriUas  were  also  destitate  of  artiUeiy  and  ficoanas,  and 
totally  ignosant  of  the  art  of  war.  In  fighting,  they  mmio 
but  one  diarge ;  if  j^ulsed,  they  retired  in  disarray,  and 
neidier  thzeato  nor  promises  could  arrest  their  retreat.--^ 
If  they  succeeded  in  bieaking  the  enemy's  line,  they 
genially  gained  the  victory,  and  signalised  their  triumph 
bjr  putting  their  pri9one»  to  death— -  sometimes  with  hornd 
tortures!  Nin€>-teoths  of  die  guerillas  were  mounted,  and 
weie  the  best  horsemen  in  Mexico :  they  were  arsiiod  with 
the  sword,  lance,  and  Uam ;  the  latter,  a  most  formidable 
weapon  in  the  hands  of  a  Mexican  accustomed  tp  its  uas« 

In  this  condition  of  the  afiairs  of  the  liberal  party,  a 
new  leader  sprang  up,  and  offived  himself  to  head  their 
armies  and  eontiol  their  destiaaes:  this  was  Jose  Maii4 
Mmrelos,  a  priest,  who  had  been  the  spiritual  guide  at  one 
of  the  most  important  districts  near  the  city  of  Acapuko, 
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oa  Ibe  Pacific  Qceaii.  Morelos,  like  Ids  {iredeceMor 
HidalgOy  kad.  been  reaved  in  the  bosom  of  the  church,  and 
had  minkitered  at  the  altar  imtil  he  reached  the  meridiati 
of  life,  when  ^ooved  by  the  suflerings  of  his  comitr}^iie]i, 
or  ambitious  of  reaowB,  he  deserted  the  peaeefal  calliag 
of  a  rural  pastor,  for  the  pride  of  war  and  the  bloo^ 
Irophiea  of  the  battle-field. 

He  oommenced  his  career  of  arms  by  musteriiig  a 
few  foUowers  in  the  province  of  Valladolid ;  and  fi>rmdl]r 
announcing  his  adherence  to  the  liberal  party.  His  reputa- 
tion sapidly  increased,  and  he  was  soon  able  to  bfuig 
aeren  tjiiousand  men  against  the  enemy.  His  troops  were 
well  clothed,  aimed,  and  disciplined,  when  compared  wi& 
those  under  Hidalgo,  and,  of  course,  more  formidaUe 
than  an  equal  number  of  die  disorderly  guerillas. 

With  this  small  but  efficient  army,  Morelos  attacked 
and  worsted  the  ToyaKsts  upon  severd  occasions.  The 
courage  of  his  men  rose  with  each  success ;  and  he  scnmi 
felt  stxoi^  enough  to  encounter  the  dreaded  Calkga 
himself.  He  now  took  pooKssion  of  Quatla  Amilpas,  a 
town  of  some  importance,  which  he  fortified,  intending  to 
make  it  the  base  of  his  operations.  The  viceroy  dispatched 
Calleja  against  him,  and  MoieloSy  being  unable  to  procurt 
a-sdfficient  supply  of  food,  was  forced  to  retreat  in  haste* 
OaUeja  pursued  tiie  insurgents,  faQing  upon  their  rear  and 
harassing  them  during  the  march.  All  who  ML  into  the 
hands  of  the  ^lemy  were  slain  on  the  spot,  so  that  fi>r 
a  distance  of  seven  leagues  the  ground  was  strewn  with 
the  dead  bodies  of  the  rebels.*  The  people  of  die  towft 
were  severely  punished  by  the  royalist  leader,  for  allowing 
Mordos  to  ^iter  their  walls,  althou^^  they  were  incapable 
of  resiatanoe  had  he  attempted  to  take  it  by  force. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  rebel  chief  was  scarcely  felt| 
Us  nmks  fiHing  up  rapidly  with  recruits  firom   all  paita, 


*  It  is  said  fife  tkootand  men  perished  daring  this  disastrous  retreat. 
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iHio  flcidoed  to  his  fltandar d  in  cnmdi.  He  wa«^  ia  a 
dK>rt'  tiiMy  agim  aUe  to  take  tlie  fidd ;  and  being  oppoied 
bj  a  foree  under  general  Faentee,  he  defeated  that  cbijv 
aiasder  in  aa  aetkm  which  4ook  ^ace  at  Tezda.  FoHowiag 
up  his  vietorf,  he  marched  against  ererj  important  city 
jn  iHt  aaalhem  and  wertem  pnmnces;— •hie  saeceM  waa 
aapieceditaited,  the  peopk  receiring  him  with  open  amtt 
aa  Am  champion  ^  liberty.  Mereloa  aant  a  portion  of  hia 
army  into  the  ridk  mining  conntry  ot  Oaxaea.  Hie  inhab* 
itanta  of  ike  towna»  and  oi  tiie  opulent  city  of  Oaxaea 
itael^  hailed  the  inamrgenta  aa  bei^em  and  opened  their 
galea  to  receiTe  thenu  Hie  booty  aeited  at  Oazaea  waa 
Tory  TaluaUe^  ^onaiating  of  one  thovaand  aroom  of  coelu* 
neal  and  two  milliana  of  dollara!  These  iannenae  reaonroea 
were,  however,  divided  among  die  troepa,  and  aqnandeiad 
in  diaaipation,  when  Ihcy  sboald  have  been  appropriated 
for  the  furtherance  of  the  cause  of  freedom.  The  next  en- 
terprise undertaken  by  the  patriots—- as  they  now  design 
nated  themselves — waa  the  reduction  <^  the  strong  castk 
of  San  Carlos,  which  defended  the  city  and  harbor  <^  Aca* 
pulco  on  the  Pacific  Ocean*  Thia  was  the  most  unfortunate 
military  movement  which  had  been  made  during  the  cam- 
paign, aa  the  fortress  of  San  Carloa  was  capable  of  resisting 
a  much  more  formidable  force  than  could  be  brought  againat 
it  by  the  rebel  leader,  deatitute,  as  he  was,  <^  cannon,  and 
ignorant  of  the  science  of  engineerii^.  There  waa  but  one 
way,  by  which  it  could  be  reduced,  that  was  by  cutting  off 
flie  supplies  of  the  garrison,  and  starving  them  out.  Mor^ 
loa,  therefore,  posted  his  troops  upon  all  aidea  of  1ht  castle, 
and  patiently  awaited  the  iasne  of  the  siege,  which  waa 
remarkable  for  panseverance  rather  than  energy. 

In  the  meanwhile,  Don  Gkiadaloupe  l^etoria— a  name 
fionoua  in  the  revolutionary  annala  of  Mexico — held  poa- 
aeasion  of  the  country  lying  between  Vera  Cruz  and  Jalapa, 
defying  the  attempta  of  the  viceroy  to  dislodge  him  from 

position  among  tiie  mountains.     Don  Manuel  Ifier  y 
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T«ran»  &  youthful,  b«t  noble  and  ehivalrle  cmokif  eotth 
aiftDded  n  large  gueiSa  putj  in  die  CMintij  abpvt  Pvabb 
<k  Ids  Atigdca.  OssDumo,  anodier  paAiiot  chie^  awept  orar 
Ae  Talky  of  Mexico,  eartjiag  hk  d^pedatioaa  ercn  to  ttw 
VHTj  gaftea  of  dia  capital.  While  RayoB,  Fadre  Coa,  and 
ofheiai  ta&sted  the  proTinoes  of  Zacstftcaa,  Gkuaii^iiato^ 
Valkdcdid,  and  Oaadahxara,  spreading  leiamr  Arawghrat 
tfie  land,  and  eimdating  the  enemy  in  ooareiliag  k  inia 
ote  great  field  of  blood:  for  the  woik  of  deaft  noTer 
e^iaed,  ^vfaile  a  Tictim  remained  to  be  aaeiifieed. 

The  goremmeat  anstaiBed  m  arrere  loas,  amid  all  d 
Iheae  troubleSi  by  the  absence  of  general  CaUga,  vho  had 
vetired  to  Spain,  where  he  was  received,  by  the  aa&orkiefl^ 
wdi  eveiy  demonstnrtioti  of  respect,  llie  empties  he  had 
ptaetieed  ware  toe  aradi  in  innaon  'wilfa  the  peMeyof  Spain 
to  meet  iiilh  the  disapprobation  of  her  ndera. 


CHAPTER   II. 

•  •  -  * 

Tn  Imntkm  rf  Tig—  by  AMmrtoroi  Gapturo  aid  Sivge  of  CMiad^ 
fiMtle  fl£  Saa  Amoaio— ^B«f6al  oC&tleido— >Ma«na»af  SpmU 
Offiears— -Defeat  of  KKiaoodo— Advanoe  of  Arrodotido — Gane^ 
Toledo  aasumea  tke  Command  — Treachery  of  the  Mexicans  and 
Defeat  of  the  Americans  and  Indians — Retreat  from  Bexar— Cap- 
taie  and  Fkte  of  the  FagftiTea. 

Whils  Moielos  and  kis  ee«ipalriot»  wen  pDMeculiBg  Hm 
JMft  bk  Ike  BmsAkf  a  fowtatai  dmmkm  in  iheir  Skwx  wai 
•ti  Qu  &Kyt  in  tba  ilocd^  aad  eame  fipom  a  somee  as  uft^ 
iHpeeted  as  it  iras  diBsamng*  -  la  the  autoBiA  of  the  year 
)813^  Li^utenaitt  Magte,  of  the  United  Statea*  Arnay,  ^was 
dispatched  to  the  Sabise  nret,  widi  a  smaU-  forae»  fer 
^  purpose  of  apprehendiBg  certain  perties  ^  o«tk«a% 
^iho  had  estabKshed  diemselvva  in  that  cotmtry^  and  -whe 
iraro  engaged  in  roU>ing  the  camvaBSi  vAiidk  irem  often 
passiBg  between  llie  intttnal  pio^iaces  of  Mexieo  and  Iion* 
]«ann«  Magee,  iidu>  ifSB  an  actiiEe  and .  efficient  i^Koer^ 
soon  diqpeised  the  phmdarta  and  broke  up  their  haiinte. 
Bnt  his  coniittunkation  vilfa  iixem  was  preduedve  of  sin- 
gidar  Goneeqnenees. 

These  seems  to  hare  essted  a  nuuna  in  the  AuMncen 
peopk  in  regard  to  the  eenqnest  of  M«doo>  '^^ch  has 
shown  itseUi  on  seyecal  occasimis^  e^er  sinoe  &e  ocoiqMiition 
of  Lonisiana.  Whether  this  fedlag  has  been  engendeied^by 
the  weakness  and  distmoted  condition  of  that  eonntiy^  or  by 
the  rast  tseaaares  of  gold  and  silyer  whidi  abound  theie^ 
it  is  ittpeesible  to  say ;  bist,  thnt  a  strong  denre  to  een- 
faet  Ifesieo  does  enat,  Hie  history  ef  the  last  thirty  yeara 
pmires  beyend  a  doubt     Perhi^  the  aoeeess  of  Oortoa 
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and  kia  cavaliera  may  have  had  some  influence  in  firing 
the  imaginations  of  the  rash  adventurerai  who,  from  time  to 
time,  have  invaded  Mexico  in  the  hope  of  achieving  &me 
or  inexhaustible  wealth.  Whatever  the  cause  may  be;—' 
Lieutenant  Magee,  after  he  had  broken  up  the  •  brigands 
who  had  infested  the  frontiers  of  Louisiaoa,  found  himself 
infected  with  an  irresistible  desire  to  march  into  Mexico. 
He  suecceeded  in  eolisCiiig  the  onllaws  in  ins  enteiprise; 
•ad,  resigning  his  commission,  proceeded  to  New  Orleans 
for  the  dofble  purpose  of  obtaining  supplies  and  recruits. 
"While  here,  he  encountered  Don  Jose  Bernardo  Guitierex, 
a  Mexican  refugee,  who  had  been  concerned  in  Hidalgo's 
rebellion.  This  personage  eagerly  accepted  the  invitation 
firoflefed  him  to  join  the  expedition. 

Entering  the  provijaee  of  Texas,  the  adveoturecs  erected 
their  standard  on  the  Trinity  river,  and  invited  the  Mexicans 
who  were  opposed  to  the  government  to  enroll  themselves 
in  their  ranks^  In  the  hope  of  conciliating  the  people  of 
ike  country,  Bon  Bernardo  Guitieiex  was  appointed  to  the 
Bominal  post  of  eommander-in-diief.  Their  first  demon* 
station  was  nfou  the  town  of  Nacogdoches,  sixty  miles 
west  of  the  Sabine, — the  stneam  wtdeh  divides  Louisiana 
fi»m  Texas.  Die  place  yielded  without  a  blow)  the  in* 
habitants  iumiahing  diem  with^provisionsp  and  many  of  them 
imlisting  in  the  enterprise.  Magee  soon  found  himself  at 
the  head  of  five  hundred  men,  three  hundred  of  whoa 
were  Americans.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  autumn  he  todc 
up  the  line  of  mArch  for  the  west;  and^  advancing  to  the 
river  San  Antonio,  he  seised  the  ftdrtress  of  Goliad,  which 
commanded  the  town  and  missian  of  La  Bahia  del  Espiritu 
SSanto.  Genesal  Salcedo,  the  commandant  of  the  province* 
marched  against  the  adventurem  eady  in  the  winter,  and 
hesiegad  the  fort  with  an  army  of  fifteen  hundred  men* 
The  siege  continued  durmg  the  winter — its  monotony  was 
varied  by  frequent  encounters,  in  which  the  Spaniards  wesa 
iMnallgr  the  gvealest  suflferas,  the  American  riflemen  using 


tfieir  dea4lly  weapoas'wkh  their  accustomed  doll*  Salcttdo^ 
after  spendmg  some  ifto&tbs  in  tlie  eflbft  to  i^ecapture  the  fbrt^ 
retired  in  the  spring  of  1813,  leaving  the  country  exposed  to 
ike  enemy.  In  the  meantime,  die  leader  of  the  expedition, 
Magee,  died  of  consumptioii,  and  the  command  was  given 
to  Colonel  Kemper,  an  energetic  and  pc^pular  officer. 

The  adventurers,  elated  with  tiieir  success,  now  resolved 
4o  attack  the  t&wn  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  die  coital  ef 
Texas.  Marching  up  through  the  wilderness  lying  between 
the  two  places,  they  met  with  no  opposition  until  diey  had 
approached  within  six  mUes  of  the  town,  when  they  eneoun* 
tered  General  Salcedo  with  a  force  of  twelve  hundred  men, 
whicfc  were  drawn  up  across  their  padi.  The  Spaniards 
were  supported  by  six  pi^es  of  cannmi,  which  were  posted 
in  the  road,  and  flanked  by  their  infentry.  Salcedo  opened 
a  fire  upon  &e  advancing  foe,  as  dny  drew  near,  whieh  was 
letomed  with  deadly  eifect.  Colonel  K«tnper  dividing  bis 
men  into  three  cohimns-— attacked  the  centre  and  hoUk 
wings  of  the  enemy  at  the  same  momenta  They'  recoiled  at 
tlie  sudden  shook;  and,  fidfing  into  confesion,  they  fled^ 
leaving  many  of  dieir  number  lying  upon  die  field.  The 
Ibas,  on  the  part  of  die  adventurers,  was  very  small ;  wlafe 
dMt  of  the  Spaniards  was  considerable*  The  Spanidi  officers 
•urrendered,  under  u  gua^ntee  of  good  treatment;  and  dM 
town  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar  opened  its  gates  to  die  vio^ 
tors.  Ouitierex  was  not  satisfied  widi  the  lenity  shown  to 
die  captured  officers,  and  supported  by  the  Mexicans  in  the 
camp)  he  inhumanly  put  seventeen  of  dieir  number  tO'dettd^ 
in  defiance  of  die  menaces  or  prayers  of  the  Amerieans^ 
who  used  every  means  in  dieir  power  to  "prevent  the  peifr 
diotts  deed.  Colonel  Kemper  and  captains  Boss  and  Lods^ 
ett,  horror^-stniek  at  dus  infamous  breaeh  of  faith  -^  fiir  they 
had  pledged  themselves  for  the  safety  e(  the  untfimrtuaatsa 
men, —  immedintely  resigned  their  oommnnds,  and  together 
with  a  portion  of  their  followers,  returned  to  die  Uniliod 
ftates.    Their  loss  was  scareel^  (ek  by  those  who  remaiMd, 
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tbeir  oompaniM  npidly  SHixkg  iq>  irifth  yonilyEiil  adTciitwef» 
from  tlie  ^<  StttfceSy"  who  were  eiger  ta  lealise  their  dreAae 
of  aoiithtm  coniittesU 

After  the  dei>artiire  of  Kemper,  Colooei  Ferrj  was  ^p- 
poisted  leader  of  the  tore^  by  nnanimone  eoMeat  The 
Mexicans,  who  aow  nuiBbered  about  seren  hundred,  wew 
fiMmed  int^  a  divisioa  by  diemselves,  uader  the  eommand  of 
one  Manchaco,  an  eaergetic  but  treashMaus  native  of  the 
pnmnee.  Two  hundred  American  Indians  had  also  joined 
the  fortunes  of  the  adyenturers,  and  proved  brave  and  valua* 
hk  auxihaxies  in  the  eontests  which  followed. 

The  ^vermneni  of  Mexieo,  when  infiinned  of  the  de&ti 
of  Sdteedo,  dispatched  General  Elisoado  widi  an  arsay  of 
fifteen  hundred  regular  troops,  supported  by  a  considerable 
MJBb«r  of  JfamcAero^,  from  the  country  cxf  the  Rio  Gcandb,  le 
the  aeeae  of  war.  JBlisondo  advanced  to  within  a  short  die* 
tanoe  of  Bexar,  and  pitched  his  camp.  In  the  ""i^iMnft 
about  the  break  of  day,  as  his  troops  were  engaged  in  tbek 
eurtomaiy  devotions,  they  were  suddenly  attacAsed  by  their 
wabefid  adversaries,  and,  after  a  brief  strugig^  put  ta  rout^ 
with  the  loss. of  four  hundred  men,  killed  and  wounded* 
The  enemy  were  dispersed ;  their  general  making  a  nanew 
esciqie  wUh  a  few  of  his  followers.  This  victory  raised  Hm 
hq>eB  of  the  patriots  throughout  the  land»  and  wamad  the 
viceroy  to  redouble  his  efforts  to  quell  the  spirit  of  revoll 
ere  it  reached  the  adjaeent  provinces.  With  all  his  exes» 
tiofii^  distmcted  as  he  was  by  the  difficulties  that  beset 
1dm  on  all  sides,  he  was  unable  to  send  more  than  two 
thousand  troops  to  the  north.  These  ware,  however,  picked 
mw  — veterans  who  had  shared  in  many  a  desperate  fig^t; 
and  were  commanded  by  General  Joaquin  de  Arredondo,  an 
intelligent  and  able  soldier^  who  was,  nevertheless,  cruel  and 
mfWCHP^^  when  it  served  his  purpose. 

The  advance  of  Arredondo  was  looked  for  calmly  by  the 
army  of  Bexar,  whieh  had  recently  raoeivad  a  valuable  ao* 
quimition  to  tfaeu:  cause,  in  the  person  of  General  Toledo^  a 


fiiiofe  ctf  dioIhgniahed'fianBj  imi  vepuMioti,  ivli^  had  Ireea 
a«i«fliber  tif  tin  Cortet  of  Cadiz.  Toledo  wm  s^kited  t6 
take  Ibe  oommaiidy  and  ace^ted  it,  to  the  joy  of  the  Ameii» 
caas,  aad  ^  dbsflEtiflfaotum  of  the  Mexicani,  under  lfa»- 
duM^o,  Hha  iregaided  hie  elei^tieti  witfi  eAry  and  distrntst*. 

As  the  eaemy  approadied,  Toledo  drew  up  his  foreee^ 
eaeh  tlMekm  aftder  ite  otm  leaderi  and  waited  tor  die  Spatt>» 
ielKLs  to  cmBiaenee  the  battle.  Anedondo  sent  forwa^cd  a 
ilrokig  par^  taTecoftnoitirey  whid  waa  immediately  attacked 
by  Manchacoy  against  the  orders  of  Toledo.  The  enemjt 
retreated,  fdlowed  by  the  Mexican  division,  which  was  soon^ 
decoyed  into  an  ambush.  The  other  divisions  were  ordered 
np  to  tiheir  support,  and  the  battle  became  generaL  At 
this  crisis,  Manchaco  drew  off  his  men  and  retired,,  leav* 
iag  four  hundred  Americans  and  their  two  hundred  Indian 
allies  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  fight.  This  they  did  valiantly; 
pouring  a  deadly  stream  of  fibre  into  the  ranks  of  the  foe,, 
which  told  fearfuUy.  The  conflict  continued  until  the  am* 
manition  of  flie  adventurers  being  exhausted,  they  were- 
reluctantly  compelled  to  retreat,  on  the  evening  of  the  I8tk 
of  August,  the  day  upon  which  the  engagement  took  place. 
Anedondo  kept  possession  of  the  field :  having  suffered  toO' 
severely  to  foOow  up  his  advantage.  As  the  seven  hundred 
Mexicans  had  deserted  in  the  beginning  of  the  battle,  the- 
fofees  under  Toledo  had  been  obliged  to  contend  with  more 
than  three  times  their  own  number.  The  enemy  lost,  during^ 
the  action,  six  hundred  of  their  best  troops ;  —  the  adven- 
turers leaving  one  hundred  of  their  comrades  upon  the  field. 
No  prisoners  were  taken  by  either  party. 

Manchaco,  unable  to  bear  the  reproaches  heaped  upon 
him  —  or,  acting  upon  a  concerted  plan — went  over  to  the 
Spaniards  with  such  information  relative  to  the  condition  of 
Toledo's  force,  as  precluded  the  possibility  of  attempting  to 
continue  the  war.  The  Americans,  therefore,  determined  to* 
return  home,  and  began  their  march  towards  the  east,  cov» 
ered  with  wounds,  if  not  with  spoils.  A  portion  of  them 
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escaped  under  Peny,  acroii  tbe  firontier.  Some  irf  fliem 
bying  on  tke  route,  were  oTeitaken  end  captMred  hj  dM 
enemj  on  the  Trinity,  and-  carried  to  Mexico;  irtienoe  Huj 
^rcre  deported  to  Manilla,  Makga,  and  the  %»aBieh  fruUi^M 
on  the  coast  of  Africa ;  where,  loaded  with  dbaibs,  Ihej 
terminated  their  wretched  existence.  Snch  was  die  melan- 
choly isBiie  of  thii  enterprise.  Had  Toledo  defeated  the 
royalists,  and  formed  a  junction  with  the  palsiots  of  (he 
south,  as  he  anticipated,  the  catastrophe  would|  doubdessi 
have  been  very  different. 


CHAPTER   IIL 

Erruui  of  Call^ft  m  Viemy — PrafnM  of  ik»  CivU  W«-*Tka  Pik 
triot  Janta  MMmbled  at  Aipatsingan-^Manilesto  of  the  Reheb-f- 
Folly  and  Treachery  of  the  Jiuita— The  Intrigaei  of  Calleja— The 
8iege  of  Valladolid— The  Retreat  of  Morelos— Battle  of  Pomaran 
-^Angustiii  Itttibide-— Roat  of  the  Insorgentt-^Deeth  of  Matamo- 
roa—  Maieh  to  Tehnaeaa  *>  Kieeullon  ef  Moieloa. 

Dov  Fjbux  Mabia  CaItLE^ a  retorntd  from  Spain  in  1813^ 
coTered  with  bonon— having  been  appointed  Viceroy  of 
Mexico,  with  the  tide  of  Conde  de  Calderon,  as  a  reward  for 
the  fervicM  he  had  rendered  the  goTenunent,  by  deatrojinf 
the  rebel  army  under  Hidalgo.  This  able  but  sangttinaiy 
addier,  soon  found  occasion  to  use  the  talents  he  was  gifted 
with,  in  the  exercise  of  his  delegated  power.  The  viceroy* 
ahy  was  alive  with  the  enemies  of  die  government,  who 
seemed  sternly  bent  upon  its  destruction,  and  reckless  of  thf 
means  by  which  they  sought  to  accompUsh  their  purpose* 
Toledo's  defeat,  idthough  it  carried  with  it  the  prestige  of 
future  victories,  had  been  dearly  purchased;  and  was,  after 
all,  but  the  removal  of  one  head  from  the  hydra  of  rebel- 
lion, whose  deadly  folds  encompassed  the  land* 

The  guerillas  desolated  and  plundered  the  country  with 
impunity :  murdering  every  European  Spaniard,  or  partisan 
of  die  royalists,  who  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  become  their 
prisoner.  The  government  party  were  equally  guilty  of  the 
same  revolting  crimes ;  their  route  could  be  traced  by  the 
manned  remains  of  thousands  of  their  adversaries^  whose 
bodies  were  suspended  upon  trees  or  lay  festering  in  die 
public  roads.  Upon  all  sides  was  to  be  seen  the  sad  specta- 
de  of  the  smouldering  ruins  of  villages,  farms,  and  haciendas, 
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(mce  prosperoui  inhabitants  driven  forth,  beggars  and 
outcasts  upon  the  eaith.*  Many,  who  at  nig^t  were  in  the 
enjoyment  of  all  that  makes  life  desirable,  were  in  the  morn> 
ing  bereft  of  every  comfort,  friends,  riches,  and  home. 
Women  were  openly  violated ;  and  the  white  haired  senior 
and  tender  in&nt  ftU  toge&er,  tinder  the  swords  of  the  bru- 
tal soldiery.f  In  many  provinces  the  fields  were  left  untilled, 
and  the  horrors  of  famine,  followed  by  disease,  added  to  die 
sufferings  of  the  already  desperate  people,  and  tiureatened  to 
depopulate  the  fairest  portion  of  the  country. 

The  .Viceroy,  shut  up  in  the  city  of  Mexico^  whence  he 
could  not  stir  without  a  powerful  esccft,  found  it  impossible 
to  communicate  with  the  leaders  of  the  regular  forces.  His 
correspondence  vriAi  the  Spanidi  government  was  interrupted, 
and  his  supplies  of  arms  and  munitions  from  abroad,  were 
either  captured  by  the  rebels  or  detained  for  months  in  the 
haibor  of  Vera  Cruz.  The  capital  itself  was  not  free  from 
the  spirit  of  insubordination ;  evidences  of  a  disposition  to 
exult  in  the  success  of  the  insurgents  alarmed  the  authorities 
and  eaused  the  viceroy  to  tremble  for  his  personal  safety. 
A  proclamation  was  bsued,  making  it  criminal  for  more  than 
ttree  persons  to  meet  together,  unless  they  Were  members  6f 
the  same  family,  or  resided  in  Ae  same  house ;  while  the 
garrison  of  the  city  was  reinforced  by  strong  detachments 
from  the  Spanish  troops.  These  precautions  proved  effectual ; 
the  people  of  the  capital  were  over-awed,  and  constrained 
to  submit,  when  to  resist  would  have  been  useless  as  w^  as 
dangerous. 

Morelos,  after  a  protracted  siege  of  fifteen  months,  cap- 
tured die  strong  castle  of  San  Carlos,  which  defended  Aca- 
pulco ;  the  government  being  unable,  during  that  period,  to 
send  a  single  battalion  to  the  relief  of  the  besieged.  The 
insurgent  chief,  instead  of  improving  the  advantages  his 
position  gave  him,  by  opening  the  ports  on  the  Pacific,  and 
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otlaining  by  tbis  meaoi  a  supply  of  arms  a^d  muskioiis  of 
war,  whieh  he  amch  Aieeded,  roKihred  to  majpch  upon  tibe  city 
^  Mexieo.  He  was  now  master  of  llie  rich  provineee  of 
Yalladolid,  Oaacaca,  and  a  portiaii  of  Guadalazara^  three* 
fifths  of  the  popiiilation  of  whieh  were  devoted  to  hb  cause, 
and  still  echoed  the  cry  **  dea&  to  the  Gacfanpin.''  By 
fi)rtifyuig  the  passes  of  the  mountains  of  the  Misteca,  he 
eould  ha?e  eainly  cvt  off  all  commnakatioa  hetween  ike  rat* 
ley  of  Anahuac  and  the  Pacific  shore*  An  army  of  ten  times 
the  strength  oi  the  rebel  force,  would  have  found  it  difficult 
to  surmount  the  impediments  which  eould  be  thrown  in  their 
way,  during  their  passage  through  the  nazxow  gorges  of  the 
Sierra  Madre* 

Devoted  to  the  sacred  cause  ol  liberty,  Morelos,  i^iosa 
influence  was  all*poweifol  with  his  party,  felt  no  dispositioft 
to  assume  the  position  of  a  dictatcxr.  He  therefore  proposed 
the  crealian  of  a  legislative  body,  composed  of  deputiea 
from  the  several  provinces  which  had  pronounced  in  fiivor  of 
the  liberal  principles.  The  propositioa  was  accepted ;  and 
the  junta  consisting  of  forty  membern,  assembled  at  Azpa^ 
ziagan,  in  the  department  of  Valladolid.  It  was  organioed 
by  the  t^pointment  of  Don  Jose  Maria  Liceaga,  a  distin* 
gipshed  patriot,  as  president  A  constitution  was  drawn  up, 
approved  by  the  junta,  and  sworn  to  by  the  insurgents,  with 
all  the  solemnity  usual  upon  such  occasions.  The  Assembly 
then  issued  a  manifesto  declaring  their  principles,  and  the 
causes  which  had  driven  them  to  take  up  arms  against  the 
viceroy.*  This  instrument  commences  by  declaring  that  the 
sovereignty  of  Mexico  is  inherent  in  the  mass  of  the  nation ; 
that  Spain  and  Mexico  are  portions  of  the  same  kingdom*^' 
subject  to  the  same  monarch,  and  are  equally  independent  oi 
each  other;  that  the  loyal  people  of  America  have  more 
right  to  convoke  a  cortes  of  the  nttion  than  the  disloyal 
people  of  Spain ;  that  the  European  Spaniards  have  no  rig^ 
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to  assome  ike  goverament  oTer  these  countnes^  daring  die 
absence  of  tke  king  from  tbe  Peninsttla ;  tbat  all  laws  and 
aixthorhj  emanadng  from  the  Cortea  of  Spain  are  miH  and 
Toid ;  that  it  is  jnst  and  right  for  the  Mexicans  te  resist  the 
govemmeuty  and  a  proof  of  their  patriotism  and  loyahj  to 
the  long.  The  mantfesto,  moreorer,  declares^  that  since  the 
legitimate  sovereign  of  Spain  has  been  deposed^  the  Mexicans 
hare  a  ri^t  to  demand  a  guarantee  for  their  security,  hj 
holding  dieir  country  for  the  king,  unmolested  by  the  Span- 
iards. Recognizing  the  above  principles,  the  junta  made 
the  following  just  demands : — ^That  the  viceroy  surrender  the 
command  of  the  army  to  a  congress,  representing  Ferdinand 
Vn,  which  would  be  independent  of  Spain ;  that  the  Euro- 
peans should  be  protected  —  retaining  their  offices,  honors, 
privfleges,  and  a  part  of  their  revenues.  The  document  also 
proposed,  that  an  act  of  oblivion  should  be  passed,  and  that 
flie  inhabitants  of  Mexico  should  constitute  a  nation  who 
were  to  be  the  subjects  of  Ferdinand,  independent  of  the 
Spanish  government ;  that  the  Me^cans  would  assist  the 
people  of  Spain,  who  were  engaged  in  a  war  with  ttte 
enemy-— in  testimony  of  their  fraternity  with  them  in  tfie 
objects  to  be  attained.  The  Junta  further  declared,  that  all 
Europeans  who  derared  to  leave  the  country,  would  be  pro- 
vided with  passports  and  safe-conducts  to  any  part  of  the 
world. 

.  ff  these  propositions  were  refused,  it  vras  proposed  to 
submit  the  following  conditions  to  the  Viceroy  for  his  accept- 
ance :  —  First,  Tliat  a  war  between  brethren  and  fellow- 
subjects,  oug^t  not  to  be  more  cruel  than  a  foreign  war ; 
that  both  parties  recognisee  Ferdinand  YII  as  their  sovereign ; 
and  that  the  rights  of  nations,  inviolate  even  among  infidel 
and  savage  tribes,  diould  be '  more  sacred  among  those  who 
profess  the  same  creed,  and  are  subject  to  the  same  sove- 
re%n  and  laws ;  that  it  is  opposed  to  ftxe  spirit  of  Christianity 
to  be  impelled  by  hatred,  malice,  or  the  passion  of  revenge ; 
and  as  the  sword,  and  not  the  arguments  dictated  by  equity 
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sad  w(Mn»  we  to  decide  the  coateet^  it  should  be  carried 
ea  ift  each  a  vutaner  as  to  be  the  least  shoddng  to  huidaaity. 
It  was  fiutker  proposed,  '^  That  priaoneis  of  war  be  not 
treated  as  criminals  gaihj  of  hig^  treason ;  that  oo  one  be 
sentenced  to  die  fox  this  canse,  bat  the  prisoners  be  kept  as 
boetagca  or  lor  the  pnrposeof  exchange;  not  loaded  with 
chains  or  inprisoned,  but  confined  in  jdaces  where  they  can 
do  no  injuiy ;.  that  all  prisoners  ahoald  be  treateii  according 
to  their  rank ;  ttiat-  the  law  of  war  does  not  allow  the  spil* 
ling  of  bloody  except  in  cases  of  actual  combat;  therefiure, 
no  one  should  be  slain  afier  he  surrenders,  or  has  thrown 
down  his  arms,  and  is  flying  from  the  field ;  that  it  is  against 
the  kws  of  war  and  nature,  to  enter  defeneeleas  towns,  and 
lo  asrign  the  pec^le  diereof  by  tenths  and  fifths  to  be  put  to 
death,  ooafounding  the  innocent  with  the  guilty ;--- but  that 
the  inb^lHtants  of  sudi  places,  through  which  either  party 
shall  pass,  be  unmolested.  It  is  unwarrantable  to  connect 
Hke  present  war  with  religion,  as  was. attempted  in  the  begins 
ning ;  the  ecclesiastics  should  confine  thdr  ministry  within 
flieir  own  jurisdiction ;  nor  should  the  ecclesiastical  tribunals 
(the  inquintion)  interfere  in  a  matter  concerning  the  state 
alone.  If  the  clergy  continue  to  act  as  heretofore,  they  wil 
certainly  expose  their  dUgnity,  censures,  and  decrees,  to  the 
scorn,  derision,  and  contempt  of  the  people ;  who  in  general 
are  anxiously  wishing  the  success  of  the  (patriots)  country* 
Should  the  churchmen  be  uivestrained,  die  Junta  deolares 
itself  not  to  be  responsible  for  the  efiects  arising  fixHn  the 
indignation  of  the  people ;  at  the  same  time  proclaiming  their 
respect  and  veneration  for  them,  in  all  matters  within  thev 
jurisdiction.  Tlie  manifesto  concludes,  by  uiging  its  pub- 
lication in  the  public  journal  of  the  capital,  that  the  people 
may  declare  their  will ;  iriiich  diould  be  the  guide  of  the 
Junta  in  its  operations.  Should  the  Viceroy  refiise  to  recog* 
niae  the  above  propositions,  the  **  lex  talionis  '^  was  to  be 
put  in  force  against  his  party. 

The  manifesto  of  the  patriots  was  treafed  with  scorn  by 


d^  Yiaetoyf  and  its  humae  propoatioai  rtfectedt  lyea  Ihs 
abmrd  pka  of  itn  being  dcrogataiy  to  the  Speaith  ehancter 
io  neigotiete  widi  ftbek  in  arms  .against  the  goTenunent 
The  old  sjrstem  of  carrying  on  the  war  was  theiefoie  conlifr- 
med :  &6  last  hope  of  reconciliation  being  destroyed  by  the 
reicHNd  of  die  viceroy  to  soften  the  horrors  of  the  contest,  by^ 
accepting  the  ternis  offered  by  the  Jonta  of  Aapatiingan, 

Morelos,  eager  to  resume  his  operations  against  the 
encany,  diseorered  when  too  late,  the  folly  he  had  been 
guilty  of  in  surrendering  his  anthority  into  the  hands  of  the 
Mexicfui  Junta :  the  members  of  which,  ignorant  and  prejo- 
dioed,  defeated  his  measures  and  forced  him  to  listless  km> 
linty^  at  a  crisis  when  eoeggj  and  perseveraiiee  would  have 
secnred  the  triumph  of  the  patriot  wrmM.  If  an  ontHne  of  n 
campaign  war  drawn  up  by  the  rebel  chief  or  his  officers^  it 
was  openly  discussed  by  the  representatives  of  the  peojde, 
and  either  rendered  abortive  1)y  delay  or  commnnicated 
to  the  Viceroy.  The  Junta,  like  aU  such  assemblies,  was 
divided  into  several  &ctions,  each  of  which  was  struggling 
for  the  mastery;  and  a  spirit  of  jealousy  and  discord  reigned 
in  every  heart,  to  the  great  detrimeirt  and  ruin  of  the  cause* 
'The  able  CaBeja,  aware  of  this  foet,  tamed  it  to  his  own 
:advantage  by  corrupting  the  foith,  and  suborning  to  his 
interests  several  members  of  the  legislative  body.  The 
treasMi  was  i&acovered  by  some  dispatches,  wfaidi  had  been 
fortunately  intercepted,  and  the  names  of  many  distinguished 
jindividuals  revealed,  who  had  accepted  the  bribes  and 
promises  of  the  enemy.  The  sH^  bonds  which  had  united 
tfie  civil  and  military  authorities  were  completely  destroyed 
by  this  event ;  all  unity  of  action  between  them  ceased,  and 
theneeforth  the  a&irs  of  the  patriots  began  to  decline  rapid* 
ly.  Their  wily  adversary  had  gained  his  point  by  aowing 
the  seeds  of  disunion  among  his  foes;  like  the  ancient 
•Greek,  he  knew  the  value  of  the  <<  fox's  skin  when  the 
lion's  hide  fell  short." 

In  the  latter  part  <d  1813,  Morelos.  once  mora  took  the 
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iM,  a«d  op— d  tib»  €»iiyiign  by  aagdmig  nppnk  Ihe  city  of 
Yalladolid,  whiob  had  been  retaken  by  the  ooenqr,  and 
fltongly  SMtified,  Skaated  on  tha  imtem  dedivi^  of  ^ 
gieal  Gof diUaca  of  Aaahuac^  this  atf  is  biiilt  ufion  an  eleTa» 
tion  of  6400  feel  aboFe  the  level  of  the  sea  ^  and  althoagjk 
the  cliiMte  ia  delig^itfally  mfldy  during  -  the  great  ftat  cf 
the  year,  yet  enow  haa  been  seen  to.  fiJl  in  ita  etvaeta  m 
•eaiona  of  ttnoommon  seyerity.  The  winter  had  already 
begun  whoa  Moreloa  arrived  before  Yalladolid ;  and  as  hkl 
tioops  were  composed  of  nalivea  of  the  Herrm  etMmuk  diay 
soon  experienced  the  change  from  the  burning  phdna  of 
tibe  aouth  to  the  eold  regions  of  the  mountaina*  Accus- 
tomed from  inftney  to  a  climate  where  eternal  slimmer 
reigned,  die  e0eminate  children  of  the  plaina  were  unable 
to  bear  the  rude  blaate  of  the  north  wind,  which  swepi 
ihrou{^  their  camp  and  chilled  their/  half  naked  Ix^diea* 
The  insurgent  leader^  disjNrited  by  the  munnurs  of  hia 
discontented  men,  made  a  few  feeble  attempts  upon  the  town^ 
which  freie  repulsed  with  loss*  Finding  it  impossible  to 
make  an  impression  upon  the  cky,  Morelos  raised  the  siege 
and  retreated  towards  the  south  with  his  now  demoraliaed 
army.  He  was  punrued  by  a  division  of  Llano's  brigade^ 
commanded  by  Augustin  Iturbide.  The  reaiwguard  of  the 
fii|^ves,  under  Matamoros,  Morelos'  second  in  coounand^ 
was  overtaken  at  the  hacienda  of  Purmarany.and  a  desperate 
C(Miflict  followed.  The  enemy  chaiged  with  gveat  fary 
upon  the  patriots,  who  defended  themselves  with  energy 
inQ>ired  by  hatred  and  revenge.  Iturbide  was  known  to 
have  never  spared  a  prisoner,  and  was,  in  consequence, 
detested  by  die  rebels,  who  regarded  him  with  horror; 
but  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  Matamoros,  who  displayed 
great  personal  val<Mr  and  military  talent,  the  insurgent  c<4* 
nmns  were  broken — vast  numbers  slain*— the  rest  over* 
powered,  and  taken  prisoners  on  the  spot. 

This  was  the  greatest  victory  the  enemy  had  achieved 
fince  the  afiair  at  die  Bridge  of  Galderon,  and  was  almost  aa 
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filial  to  the  pttrbt  cause.  The  slftiigMer  W9b  rwj  great 
en  both  sides ;  the  number  of  priaoners  capture<hwere  nine 
hundred,  among  irfaom  was  the  brare  Matamoroe.  Tfaw 
mdividnal  had  alao  been  a  priest,  and  had  endeared  hin^ 
self  to  his  general  by  his  fidelity  and  superior  talents. 
MordkMi  immediately  offered  several  Spanish  oiBeers  and 
men  in  exchange  for  his  lieutenant,  but  without  success. 
He  was  fiur  too  dangerous  a  character  to  be  spared,  and 
in  defiance  of  the  menaces  of  the  insurgent  leader,  fliis 
officer,  after  being  degraded  fifom  the  priesthood,  was  put 
to  death,  with  twenty-five  of  his  fellow^prisoners. 

This  was  the  first  serious  reverse  which  had  befidlen 
the  rebels  fbr  some  time,  and  fiHed  them  ^ridi  gloomy 
apprehenirions  for  the  future,  while  it  animated  the  enemy 
and  strengdiened  their  hands.  Morelos  retired,  witt  the 
remains  of  his  army,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  victorious 
royalists ;  and  endeavored  to  recruit  his  diattered  battalions, 
and  raise  the  drooping  courage  of  his  men.  The  disas- 
trous defeat  at  Puruaran  had  taught  him  caution,  and  he 
never  a&owed  himself  to  be  drawn  into  a  general  engage* 
ment  afterwards;  but  confined  his  efforts  to  fighting  the 
enemy  in  detail,  and  cutting  off  his  supplies.  The  Mexi^ 
can  iunta  held  its  meetings  at  Ario:  where  protected  by 
the  army,  they  continued  to  annoy  the  leaders  of  their 
party  by  their  absurd  and  foolish  interference  in  matters 
of  which  they  were  entirely  ignorant. 

Bonaparte  restored  the  crown  to  Ferdinand  VII.,  in 
1813,  by  the  treaty  of  Valence,  and  in  March  1814,  the 
King  returned  to  Spain.  His  misfortunes  had  neither  made 
him  a  better  nor  a  wiser  man.  He  was  unfitted  in  every 
way  to  govern  the  nations  liite  had  assigned  him.  A 
sensualist  and  an  imbecile,  he  was  as  depraved  in  morals 
as  he  was  vacant  in  mind.  In  his  luxurious  palace  of 
Aranjuez,  surrounded  by  the  voluptuous  daughters  of  An- 
dalusia, he  was  forgetfhl  of  the  wrongs  of  his  people, 
whose  nghs  were  drowned  by  the  laschious  strains  which 


io«l9d  tlffovgli  die  orange  gfores  of  Ids  nttgftifteeiit  alK>de« 
tf  file  groanfl  of  tlie  vgioped  Mexicaiur  leaebedhis  ear,  recaft* 
ing  to  his  lemembraaee  Ikeir  sleiadMiit  devotion  to  hk  penon 
wlien  a  stranger  sat  ii^ii  kis  duoiie,  and  he  wwdered  an 
ttdia  from  his'liome,  tke  tfK>u|^t  was  oraskedy  at  its  VMtj  m 
an  unwel(k>aie  iaCnrder  iq>on  ike  pleasures  to  which  he  had 
jieUod  np^iS'lirhroloiis  sod.  Scatreeij  had  the  descendant 
«f  the  Bombons  lesamed  ike  reins  of  soTereignty ,  when  he 
was  snromded  by  monks,  fiiars,  and  inquiaitoiai  whose  Goli^ 
ie  piejvdiees  were  in  direct  opposition  to  (he  spirit  of  the  age. 
Yet  die  weak  monarch  delirered  himself  up  to  their  gtdd« 
anee,  and  proceeded  to  administer  the  igo^emment  upon  a 
qfstem,  based  iq>on  the  in&Uilnlity  of  the  Pope,  and  the 
dhrine  ri|^  of  kings:  mi  expk>ded  doetrine^  which  had 
been  transited  to  the  earth  by  the  conqnering  legions  of 
Fiance ;  uriien,  scaling  die  Pyremieesy  they  demolished  die 
slfoiig^ds  of  bigotry  and  m<mUsh  superstition.  The  de* 
stmction  of  the  Inquisitkm  of  Spain,  by  Napoteon,  was  like 
die  fiJl  of  die  Bastfle,  an  epoch  fatal  to  the  cause  ci  tempo- 
ral and  spiritual  ^rrannies.  The  Spaniards  had  learned  to 
diink  and  act  for  their  countiy  during  the  absence  of  dieit 
king,  and  many  sympathized  with  the  oppressed  people  of 
Mexico,  in  their  cA>rts  to  shake  off  the  chains  which  held 
diem  in  feudal  bondage.  But  these  generous  spirits  were 
few  compared  with  dK. mass  of  the  nadon,  and  the  Mexicam 
derived  no  assistance  fisoa  diem. 

During  the  greater  part  ot  the  year  1814,  Morelos  was 
engaged  in  detached  operations  against  the  Viceroy's  troops, 
without  obtaining  any  considerable  advantage*  woitky  of  re« 
cording.  In  die  autiimn  ot  1816,  after  kaving  experienced 
laany  disasters  and  dificulties,  the  patriot  leader  resolved  to 
abandon  the  Province  of  Valladidid,  and  unite  his  forces 
with  those  of  some  other  chief.  Ha  accordingly  began  his 
atfUfck  tewards  the  town  of  Tehuacan  in  the  Intendancy  of 
Puebla ;  where  General  Teran,  a  distinguished  guerilla,  had 
established  his  head-quarters.    His  army  was  impeded  in  the 


march  by  the  aftsbets  of  the  Jmnti^  ud  otovda  of  '•omeft 
tad  children — the  relatiyet  and  fiienda  of  hie  mea.  The 
road  WM  lined  for  eeyend  milea  with  trains  of  wigane  and 
pack  moles ;  alt  was  cosfiiflion  and  disanay,  and  lesembkd 
the  emigration  of  a  tribe  rather  than  the  mareh  ct  a  wariika 
expedition.  Morelos^  confiding  in  the  Sttpminntj  of  his 
force,  was  not  apprehenoye  of  an  attack  {rom  tbe  enemyi 
althon^  parties  of  diem  w^oe  descried  hoverinf;  upon  his 
flnnk  and  rear.  AccosEipasaed  by  a  amaU  escort  of  caTaby, 
the  rebd  general  in^pmdently  hastened  onward  in  adyance 
of  his  troops,  to  a  place  called  Tepecoaeida.  The  royalisti 
being  apprised  of  <his  through  thdur  q>ies,  Mordos  was  sud* 
denly  attacked  by  a  superior  force,  and  after  a  brief  but 
desperate  struggle,  oveipowered  and  taken  prisoner^  on  the 
5th  of  November.  He  was  immediately  conveyed  to.tfM 
capital  and  incarcerated  in  the  dungeons  of  the  Inquisition* 
Morelos  was  tried  for  atheism,  materiidism,  and  heresy,  by 
the  holy  ofEMse.  **  One  proof  of  his  guilt  was,  that  he  was 
the  fother  of  two  children !  *  The  accused  abjured,  and  was 
absolved  in  an  anUo^da^Jh  which  was  celebrated  with  as  asueh 
pomp  and  magnificence  as  those  in  the  days  of  PhSip  the 
Second," 

Aware  that  Calleja  would  put  the  prisoner  to  deads  the 
Inquisitors  contented  themselves  with  degrading  him  firom 
the  priesthood;  which  was  done  by  the  Bishop  of  Ante* 
quera.  Morelos  was  then  transferred  to  the  secular  power, 
taken  to  San  Cluistobal,  twelve  miles  from  Mexico,  and  ehot 
|n  the  back  as  a  traitor,  on  the  22nd  of  December,  1815. 
He  is  said  to  have  died  in  the  most  heroic  manner.  Morelos 
was  a  superior  man  and  a  true  patriot.  He  had  fought 
forty^six.  battles  during  his  career,  and  was  seldcwi  defeated. 


*  GaiMcal  Josn  N.  Alaoala  is  ssid  to  liave  beea  sm  of  tiiete  ehiW 
drea:  if  tqhubiiU^bnioreUlvstnsoitliuiaBaByofkiasMlMapMiiits. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


IHtFtBtioir  of  Hia  Rebel  luBta  by  Genenl  'Cenn  — Exploits  of  the 
G«eilllai&  Vletoilif  Oeeaomet  «^  Gaevieio^— l&ipiediliiMi  egaoM^ 
qnMiitiililiwi  I  ifcffiiiT  at  Flif*  YioflUe— BsMie  htftween  Tepelb 
and  Tenn— Defeat  of  tba  SpwMagda— *  Retam  ta  TehimmiP"  Apo* 
daea  appointed  Viceroy — Capitulatioa  <^  Teran — Thtt  CharacUv 
of  that  Chief. 


Tub  desA  of  Morelos  proved  almost  ftital  to  fte  cause 
of  ^BvUch  he  had  been  so  prominent  a  supporter.  He  was 
the  only  ehi«f  tq[>on  whom  the  riral  leaders  of  the  patriot 
party  could  have  conetirred,  in  electmg  as  their  commanding 
gieneral.  His  ntttoward  fate  cast  a  gloom  over  the  future 
prospects  of  his  compatriots,  and  added  fresh  courage  to  the 
eiiemies  of  freedom. 

Don  Manuel  Mier  y  Teran  had  at  his  disposal  aboift 
tteen  hundred  irregidar  troops,  who  were  under  tolerable 
discipliiie,  and  devoted  to  their  chief.  He  had  consthicted 
m  strong^^dd  upon  the  Cerro  Colorado,  a  lofty  height  orer^ 
lookuig  the  to^wa  of  Tehuacaa.*  Teran  had  been  remaifca* 
Mf  sueeessful  In  bis  enterprises  against  the  enemy,  and 
«a|oyed  gfeatC  popularity  among  the  members  of  his  pKrty. 
Thd  Mexican  Junta,  whi<A  now  held  its  meetings  at  Tehua- 
eaa,  soon  became  eavious  of  the  power  lodged  in  the  hand^ 
of  the  military,  aad  erineed  a  strong  disposition  to  curtail 
their  inSiieBoe.  "While  the  diflbrent  conunanders,  regarding 
the  Junta  with  contempt,  were  struggling  for  the  supreme 
avlliority  among  dieaaaelves,  -disdaining  to  obey  the  legisla- 
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•TehM0»a  de  las  0tanadas»  os  Mialisa,  was  a  place  of  pe^aUar 
sanetity  during  the  xeign  of  the  Moateniinaa» 
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tive  decreet  unlen  tlie j  suited  tbeir  own  parpoeeg ;  Teran's 
popularity  aroused  the  jealousy  of  the  deputies,  and  thej 
eombined  to  deprive  him  of  his  command.  DiscoTering 
their  treacherous  design^  he  resolved  to  defeat  their  ungene^ 
rous  intentions  by  dissolving  the  junta  by  force.  In  the  latter 
part  of  December,  1816,  the  patriot  ksader,  followed  by  his 
escort,  entered  the  hall  occupied  by  the  deputies,  and  dis- 
persed them  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Resistance,  .under 
the  circumstances,  was  useless ;  a&  Tevaa's  autbori^  was  . 
backed  by  tiie  weapons  of  fifteen  hundred  devoted  followers, 
who  would  have  cut  them  to  pieces  had  he  commanded 
fliem.  The  conduct  of  Teran,  however  justifiable  on  his 
part,  proved  injurious  to  the  cause,  by  rupturing  the  only  tie 
which  bound  the  insurgent  chiefs  to  e^eh  othleJ^  Hence« 
forth  eveiy  leader  pursued  his  own  policy,  regardless  of  thst 
of  his  compatriots,  and  but  too  often  directed  to  no  other 
end  than  their  own  selfish  aggrandisement  fiiceicisiBg  a 
power,  within  the  range  of  their  several  jurisdictions,  mom 
jcruel  and  arbitrary  thsuoi  that  of  the  hiied  myrmidons  of  the 
viceroy;  they  prostituted  the  sacred  ^ame  ef  Ubeity  by 
nffing  it  as  a  eloak^  under  .which  they  committed  the  most 
wanton  outrages  upon  the  lives  and  property  oi  ibmt  wSk> 
tag  countrymen*  Wherever  the  guerillas  ectablidie4  themr 
selves,  anarchy  and  disorder  reigned  unchecked  by  a  aingle 
law,  save  that  of  brutal  force.  The  wai^  of  an  acknow^ 
ledged  head,  capable  of  oontroUing  the  fierce  elements  that 
composed  the  rebel  party,  was  one  of  the  principal  causes 
of  its  ruin.  The  insurgents,  ceasing  to  be  governed  by  a 
common  power,  rapidly  degenerated  into  mere  brigaiida^ 
who  rioted  in  the.  spoils  torn  from  fiiend  and  foe* 

Notwithstanding  this  unhappy  state  of  afiainn  die  gattOr 
las  annoyed  the  government  upon  eveiy  opportunity:-*^ 
attacking  their  convoys,  cutting  oJOT  their  suppUes,  and  deao* 
lating  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fortified  towns  in 
foasession  of  the  enemy.  Calleja,  althou^  reinforced  by 
several  battalions  of  troops  firom  Spain,  was  unable  to  put 
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4i9wm  a  axi^  iebeUioi»  piovkiee ;  if  be  laccceddd  ia  cap^^ 
ittring  Off  dispeniiig  one  pvtj  vaottier  vouU  aiiddeolj 
qpriag  up^  «A  if  fioia  the  Uoed  4rf  the  dftin,  and  Kiqpri*^ 
iDg  his  vettwuto  whSe  re|oieiiig  over  their  Teeent  trittmphi 
ooBveit  it  into  a  defeat 

Among  thofoe  who  diatiagaidied  themeehrea  in  this  UmA 
of  irregular  warfare  was  Victana,  who  had  qwnteied  hiaa* 
self  in  the  province  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  witti  a  ferce  oS 
jUbeen  himdred  im^,  ravaged  the  counlrj  fiom  oae  emtmmtj 
ml  4hat  iateadaney  to  the  others  Cofenel  Ossoomo  had  aft 
his  dtsposal  a  force  of  two  thousand  eavaliy,  and  had  ealdb* 
fished  himself  in  the  district  of  Fapanda,  near  the  vaUcjf 
«f  Mexico.  -  Oeneial  Rayon  commanded  a  body  of  eighlaaA 
haadred  mea^  in  the  proviace  of  Vattadolidy  and  ganitoaad 
the  fart  of  Coperoy  where  he  held  his  head-quaiien.  Daa 
Vieente  Gruenrtiro,  .&e  brav^  huA  anfortuaaie  chaaKpioar  of 
Hherty,  infested  the  moontaiBS  of  the  Misteca  with  a  fbmii^ 
^Ue  divinon,  and  defied  tfie  power  of  the  government  to 
Aperse  his  radei  but  ^i&usiastic  bands.  Teian,  Victons^ 
and  Osseumoi  were  cantoned  wilhin  sixty  miles  of  each 
ather,  and  could  have  easily  united  their  Ibc^ea  ia  farty«eigiit 
hoarsy  and  combining^  eairied  on  the  contest  widi  acMaa 
hope  of  success ;  but  tfie  miserable  jealousy  of  the '  two 
latter  prevented-  any  plan  of  &is  hind.  Teran  proposed  to 
4iem  to  unite  with  him^  and  seise  upon  Tampieoy  or  soma 
aiher  port  upon  the  Gutf,  by  means  of  which  they  would  he 
enabled  to  obtain  a  supply  of  arms  and  munitioaa  of  waiv 
so  mudi  needed  by  all.  These  caatmander%  however, 
wdvattd  to  aid  their  enterprising  companion,  who,  £sgu8ted 
with  their  sdfishaiess,  resolved  to  cany  out  his  sdieme  hiaa- 
aelf.  As  Teran'a  forae  was  too  wedc  to  cloture  any  mari* 
time  town  ot  importance,  he  determined  to  cross  the  prov^ 
asce  of  Oaacaca,  and  seine  upon  the  port  of  GkiasaaualGo^ 
situated  to  the  southward  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  that  of  T  Auan- 
tepie,  QA  the  PadAc  shore.  These  ports  are  nearly  qipoiite 
each  olher^  andy  batwfea  Aem^  the  eantiaftat  is  not 
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pesseMion  of  ekher  of  Aese  port8>  he  a«tieip«ted  beinf  able 
to  obtun  the  necessaiy  mppliee  frim  abroad.  The  suflMur 
bad  already  ooatm^iced^  and  there  was  do  tkae  to  be  lotk 
in  carrying  out  his  project,  as  the  raiiiy  eeaioa  waa  afaaUt 
to  aet  nil  during  which  the  stndama  riaa  above  their  banks, 
and  ovejdow.  the  low4aiida,  rendemig  &e  mafeh  of  m 
anny  impossible* 

Learing  Tehaacan  de  las  Gnuiadas,  on  the  Sllh  ef  Mf^ 
1816,  Teran  began  his  mareh  al  the  head  of  a  detaehoieat 
Qompoaed  of  two  hmidred  and  forty  iafeabry  and  siaty  caT^ 
airy,  supported  by  two  small  field  pitces.  Hie  passage 
vias  undiapttted  by  the  enemy,  and  he  aiieeeeded  in  reach* 
lag  Tastopie,  half-way  between  hia  point  of  departare  anid 
dsstinalion,  without  difficatty*  Scaioely  had  be  arrived 
here,  when  the  heav^is  became  blade  witk  cbuda,  and 
toiveats.ol  rain  descended,,  whidk  delnged  the  whole  eoitt^ 
liy,  rendering  adrance  or  retreat  equally  impossyMe*  Con^ 
fined  to  a  small  village,  dastitato  of  prorisionsy  the  sitaa*' 
lieii  of  the  guerilla  was  becoming  desperate,  when  the 
piaople  of  Tustepic,  who  woe  meetly  Indians^  or  persona 
of  mixed  Uaod,  came  tor  hia  rescue^  and  fiamished  him 
wi&  raticms  for  his  troops* 

The  Viceroy,  in  the  meaatiaae,.  had  learned  ^  ebjedt 
af  the  expedkioa,  and  had  dispatched  a  body  of  men  to 
defeat  hb  attack  upon  Guaaacualco,.  and  cut  off  his  letitrm 
to  Tehuacan. 

Learning  the  preparations  of  Ibe  enemgr  Tsy  means  of 
the  Indkins,.  the  rebel  chief  fiHuid  himself  jdaeed  in  an 
awkward  diksMUia*  Prevented,  by  the  eksBents,  firom  prose- 
eating  his  plana  as  he  had  (»iginaUy  proposed,  be  waa 
oompdled  to  lie  inactive  while  his  Ibes  were  marching 
agamst  him,  seady  to  capture  him  when  the  waters  abated. 
Teran  had  begun  to  despair,  when,  to  his  great  relaei^  be 
learned  fiom  a  party  of  Indians^  that  ait  tfie  distanoa  of 
twenty4eur  aaSes^  there  waa  a  viUage  called  AwwstaB,  bom 
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tkeare  mm  a  toad  to  GatfliKnnloo^  open  eren  dttrli^ 
Ihe  niiqr  aMtOB.  It  wmld  he  necenuy,  howeTer,  in.  the 
peflBi^  to  Amistaii^  to  oirereoBie'  aiaegr  oh8tifcle»--Hmampe,' 
iiiref9t 's^od  deep  ravines  w^ete  he  Cffoeeedy  whieh  would 
require  no  ordinary  degree  of  perseverance  and-  lahor* 
The  eaeiior  of  Teran  was,  hewever,  equal  to  the  emer- 
fftncjf  md  he.  lost  no  tidttie  in  making  the  attempt.  Witt 
the  aid  of  the  Indians  of  Tustepicy  he  succeeded  m  suf* 
ynonntiAg  the  impediments  which  lay  in  his  way,  and 
leacbed  Anislan  on  the  6th  of  September;  ten  days  being 
eonsi^med  in  the  passage*. 

Fifteen  miles  from  this  point  was  the  village  of  Playa 
Vicentet  a  Hulitary  post  occupied  by  the  enemy.  It  was 
situated  ii^on  the  bank  of  a  small  river^'  <]Kffieult  to  pass 
at  thistiaae  of  liie  yaar.  Having  received  infermation  that 
there  was  a  coinsiderable  qnanlity  of  goods  stored  at  die 
TiHuge,  Tarw  deteiaubed  to  take  possession  of  the  booty 
if  possilj^ku  He  aceordkigly^  advanced  to  the  'Stremny  and 
bivouaoked  opposite,  the  place»  on  the  7di  of  SeptembeTi^ 
The  feUowing  dsy.  he  learned  that  the  garrison  of  Playa 
had  .evacuated  the  village  during  the  night,  leavix^  behtnti 
tl^em  the  stdres,  confistiBg  of  codiineal  and  dry  goodi^ 
which  1m4  excited  the  cupidity  of  the  guerillas,*  Their 
eommander  immediately  set  his  men  to  constructing  rafts 
of  logs  for  tkue  purpose  of  erossing  to  the  odier  side.  Itf 
the  jneantime,/a  party  of  some  twenty  of  his  men,  knpa* 
tient  to  get  hold  of  the  booty^  procured  a  canoe  and  pas^^ 
the  stream..  Teran,  fearful^ of  the  resiilt)  if  the  party  were 
allowed  to  raoge  through  the  grillage  unmolested,  followed 

tfajem,  accompanied  by  thrcie  of  his  officers.    ^While  engaged 

*  "        •  —         •         ._  -  -    ■ .  -  J- ..  - .  -   -        , .,      ■-■,,.• 

•  Wm.  D.  RobiiMQQ*  the  anthor  of  ^  BfeaiQiM  Df  the  Ifexiwa  levo- 
lution,**  was  with  Teran  ia  this  eacpeditiom  He  was  eapaiiwl  at 
Playa  Vicente,  and  taken  to  Vera  Crux,  and  confined  in  the  dsageons 
of  San  Joan  de  TTlloa  for  some  years.  He  was  subsequently  carried 
t#  flpda*  snA  is  dsianes  of  Che  laws  of  humanity,  about  to  be  con- 
slgaed  to  pctjpe^^  hayrispamsat,' when  he  Icrtattately  mmie  Mb  eseape. 
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lA  t$kk^  preewiftiojH  fair  iim  wdfkf  of-  tfie  ptraom  waA  pro* 
|M»t)r  b£  tbe  i&kahitaHti^  kt  wtt  Ubaned-  by  tt«  «ppcoiieh  of 
tko  «Biemy.  Fonaiiq^  Us  mes,  irith  thoir  votr  uptft  ^ 
\fvmm  ct  tke  ySIagti  Tetan  ftefamd  to  dclmd  hittftetf 
rfsolntely. 

Tb«  royaltttSt  oonuHnaded  by  Colood  Ortega,'  toon  ad* 
ranoed  and  opened  a  fite  upon  tdbe  tittle  f^t^y  ^fMA  'wm 
velimMd  vitb  effeet  Tbe  '  guerillaa  iJMgfat  despenit^, 
but  wwe  soon  Qrerpoweted,  and  ertiy  om  of  ttieia  kOled; 
excq^t  their  leader  and  two  others,  who  aatred  ikeisMetfei 
by  plunging  into  the  river  and  swimming  it,  amidst  a  Aower 

afbaUa* 

Exasperated  by  hm  defeat^  Teran,  the  enslubg  day,  pre^ 
paied  to  eroas  his  whole  foiee,  and  reoorer  Ike  yMlage. 
Pft  tbe  aftmioon  of  die  Stk,  aia  he  was  about  to  attempt 
the  passage^  he  was  iaiibrmed  that  General  Top^e,  with  six 
hundred  cavaliy,  and  the  same  number  of  uAintryy  was 
irkhin  a  few  leagues  of  his  potttieo,  and  proposed  attaekv 
ing  htm  ait  day«break  on  tbe  following  moning.  FeaifitI, 
if  ha  remained,  ttiat  he  would  be  forced  to  fight  Ortega 
and  Topele  at  the  saaae  time,  the  insurgent  diief,  when 
Ve  reeeired  thia  intelligence,  broke  up  Ins  camp,  and  IeaY<> 
ing  llie  river,  mardied  nine  miles  into  the  country,  and 
took  up  a  poakion  in  smae  woods.  .  It  was  now  dark;  and 
tM  had  scarcdy  posted  his  sentinels,  when  the  advanced 
giiard:  of  the  eniemy's  cavafay  approached.  They  w^re 
hailed  by  Teran's  out-posts,  who  fired  upon  them.  Aston- 
ished at  the  teeming  ubiquity  of  the*  guerillas,  whom  he 
supposed ,  were  at  the  river,  Topete  determined  to  await 
the  return  of  dayfi^t  to  unravel  the  mystery;  and  folUng 
back  a  diort  distance,  encamped  for  the  nig^t. 

Teran  prepared  to  make  a  strong  defence,  by  construct- 
uig  a  barricade  of  the  tnmks  of  trees,  and  concealed  his 
men  by  thick  bushes  placed  before  them.  He  masked  his 
two  pieces  of  cannon  from  view  in  the  ame  manner.  A 
few  hoHi;s  befoie  daybreaky  the  active  rebel  viiilad  evety 
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•t  hk  pmikf  tad  obtidatadi  £nai  tttem  «  ptmaimio  lieM 
•at  to  tktt  la«t  aaiaeal^  aftd  to  dietsdMr  tla»  xvkmt  or 


.  WlMa  tka  BKNenittf  dawaed^  Hie  nniy  wave  iMi  ad^ 
naoiaf  a  half  a  aula  diitaal*  Between  ^  two  ibides  a 
aanow,  bait  deep  aad  sapid  aliaam,  woaad  i^  way,  tbe 
itoap  baaka  of  wbick  ceademd  it  diflbnlt  to  eroeiL  Ifhrnk 
Topeite'a  adraaice^  caasjitiag  of  a  straafp  party  of  oaraltyi 
reaialied  tbe  veiga  ef  -  tbe  eredt  ftej  baltad^  nMeitak 
adietbar  to  aantiaae  aawasd  or  to  remain  afKm  fbat  side. 
Vkd  aabela  «»a  efiaetaaUy  aoneaaled  fioal  their  Tiew  by 
fte  hpPMiaat  aadefgiowtk  af  tbe  voode,  aad  an  aeoorata 
ncoteaiaHiihca.  of  their  poskkm  iiihf  tepoeriUew  After  hen* 
tatiag  abool  an  boar  thigr  fMwd  the  efereaai,  and  caotioaaty 
approached.  At  due  moment  Teran,  widi  some  thirty  af  bin 
lBaa»  MBaed  franvbai  ooaceafaaent^  and  showed  biaself  to 
flia  enamy^  The  ntfe  aaeceedad^— -  die  cmTilry,  ehaiging  at 
fidl  .speedy  were  daeoyed  into  the  aaybadu  At  a  given 
•igaal  the  gaarillae  opened  a  terrible  Jte  torn  their  can* 
Holt  and  nmakets,  aid  with  loud  8baats>  eharfed  eaddenly 
apon  the  eeti^nwbed  royaKsti^  idio,  tbaoam  into  disorder  by 
tbe  imeiq[»eetad  attacfc»  retreated  in  baata  toward  tbe  main 
body*  In  attempting  to  caoiB  &e  ereelv  ftey  crowded  npon 
eaeb  oQier#  to  as  to  .defeat  dieir  pnrpoae,  aad  as  piany  of 
thea^  were  daowaad^  or  trampled  to  deaths  as  ware  slain  by 
tbe  gaeriUa^  Teran  pmaued  tbe  flying  fbe  with  bis  whole 
fceee^  and  soon,  bad  the  satitalhctioB  of  seeing  tbe  main  body 
of  Tqpurte^s  foiee  jMtife  with  a  predpitatbn^  as  linlooked  tat 
ps  it  wae  desired.  Hie  offioeia  were  imeUe  to  rally  their 
-laetty  and  diey  fled  in  the  atmbst  disorder^  leading  T^ran 
aiaster  of  the  isld.  Tbe  enemy  lost»  in  this  action,  one 
hnndred  aad  twenty  Idlbd,  a  large  aiimber  wounded,  and 
sucty  tdfien  prisaners.  The  gnerffias  bad  nine  kiUed,  and 
dnitoen  wonndad. 

Lsammg  £iam  Ids  piiseMia  that  the  Tieerey  waa  ma^ 
haag  preparations- to  delNMl  Oaaaaeaalco,  and  had.  seait  two- 


lit  ttklf 

SpaniA  Aq»»  of  wtr  to  Ihsl  poit»  ike  pidriet  leader  retolpid 
to  lotreH  to  Tehiiicm,  la  PueUo^  hk  fewr  qoait^rs.  Ho 
therefore  retraced  his  steps,  and  arrived  safely  at  T^uoes% 
aftfd  eslablisbod  huasrif  i*  his  fart  on  the  Cerro  Colorado. 

Though  singularly  oueeesshl  in  his  nnoomiterB  widi  dM 
King's  tioops,  General  Tema  was  aware  of  Ike  impossflbOii^ 
of  eftctiiig  any  gnat  aehievenenty  nnhess  the  patriot  eom* 
manden  would  unite  their  forees,  or  at  least  co-opeimte 
with  each  other;  he  Aerefi>re  renewed  his  oflfers  of  friend* 
ship  to  Victoria  and  OssonmO,  and  proposed  that  thqr 
:should  mmge  their  seveial  'Commands  into  one*  Ifis  ad- 
vances wese  received  ooldlyi  and  his  propositiDn  t^^cted 
hy  bodi  of  these  chieft,  who  had  looked  upon  him  with  an 
evil  eyesinoe  his  mtwarranftahle  dissolution  of  the  patriot 
Jfunta. 

The  inftsaons  Calleja,  about  this  tiise,  was  superseded 
'by  the  Spanidi  Admiral,  Juan  Ruis  de  Apodaca,  a  personage 
of  a  »mild,  concilisloffy  disporition,  every  way  different  from 
his  predecessor.  Ihe  new  Viceroy  determined  to  rignaMae 
his  accession  to  power  by  crushiBg  the  reb^i  iriio  had 
vexed  the  land  since  1810,  at  one  blow.  He  hegain  by 
sending  an  army  of  four  thoossnd  veterans  against  Teran, 
rightly  considering  him  the  most  dangerous  and  enterprising 
of  the  enemies  of  the  government  The  guerilla  prepared 
for  the  coming  struggle,  undaunted  by  the  superior  numbers 
of  die  advancing  foe.  He  sent  the  women  and  diildren  to 
tile  fort  on  the  Cerro  Colorado,  and  remained  with  five 
hundred  of  his  most  faithful  followers,  in  the  town  of 
Tehuacan.  Having  fortified  the  convent  of  San  Franciscoi 
he  took  possession  of  it,  determined  to  resist  to  the  hot, 
should  the  enemy  attempt  to  carry  the  place.  This  Ibej 
however  did  not  do,  as  Teran  had  made  such  preparations 
for  the  defence  of  the  convent,  that  to  storm  it  would  have 
been  no  easy  matter.  The  royalists  therefore  conteAted 
themselvea  with  investing  the  place  closely;  they  sommnded 
the  town  upon  all  sides,  and  cot  off  aB  coauaunicatfoA 
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between  it  and  the  fortress  upon  the  heights  above*  No 
supplies  were  allowed  to  enter  the  place,  and  the  beneged 
soon  began  to  sufler  for  food  and  water.  After  some  time, 
finding  that  neither  Victoria  nor  Ossourno  intended  to  march 
to  his  assistance,  Teran  conceived  it  his  duty  to  accept  the 
terms  offered  by  the  enemy,  as  the  only  means  of  preserving 
the  lives  of  his  companions.  These  conditions  were  hi^y 
iSattering  to  Teran,  and  were  such  as  had  been  refused  more 
than  once,  to  the  other  patriot  leaders,  showing  the  great 
opinion  the  government  entertained  of  his  abilities  as  a 
partisan  commander.  He  alone,  of  all  the  rebel  chieft,  was 
conscious  of  the  importance  of  combination,  and  was  the 
only  one  who  aspired  to  something  more  glorious  than  the 
reduction  of  a  petty  fortress  or  the  burning  of  an  enemy's 
hacienda.  His  activity,  courage,  and  address,  peculiarly 
fitted  him  for  a  successful  leader,  in  a  struggle  conducted 
upon  such  principles  as  the  civil  war  of  Mexico. 

Teran  lived  to  participate  in  the  triumphs  of  his  par^, 
and  at  last  to  fitll  a  victim  to  the  cause,  ot  which  he  had 
ever  been  an  ardent  and  enthusiastic  champion. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

PMMnM  of  Hm  UimAuAm^Bttttbtm  el  Hm  RoydUrti— OcMttl 
yiot«ria*ft  Trovps  ditp«fMd«->H#  wiOdiftwt  Ami  the  0«aleel»« 
Sureader  of  Copero  *—  ChtiMler  of  X)eeoaaio  %a4  ^  Iiieiilweil^ 
GofDes  ViaoeBte— The  fiuaooe  GoeriUa,  Joee  Antonio  Tonee«* 
Hit  Ohaneter  and  Cruelty  toward  his  own  Par^— Organisation 
ef  a  Reroltttionarj  Committee — Condition  of  the  Patriot  Party  m 
Meiieo  nl  tfde  Period. 

lUnva  rid  itself  of  one  of  He  meet  actiTe  and  tfttei^ 
prising  oiqponente  by  the  capitulation  of  TehoachBi  thn 
goTemment  next  turned  its  efibrts  against  tliose  ihtik  still 
remained*  With  a  force  oi  fifteen  hundred  men,  Don 
Guadalupe  Victoria  had  infested  the  intendancy  of  Vem 
Crux  for  aome  yearsy  and  bade  defiance  to  the  ezeilioai 
of  the  enemy's  troope  sent  against  him.  Faaiiliar  with  tiia 
country  where  he  had  established  himself— its  moulilsui 
passes  and  untraTelled  paths — ^thia  &mons  guerilla  trarttsed 
the  province  firom  the  Rio  Baraderas*  to  the  Panuoo^  atta«dt* 
ing  the  royalists,  capturing  their  conroys,  and  spreading 
terror  throughout  the  land.  Never  allowing  himself  to  hm, 
drawn  into  a  general  engagementi  he  generally  todc  tka 
field  with  a  small  force,  keeping  the  main  body  of  his  mM 


*  Othsrwiae  sailed  Rio  I«agHtos» 
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as  a  carpi  de  re$erve.  If  defeated  by  the  enemy,  and  his 
followers  killed  or  dispersed,  he  would  retire  to  his  mountain 
fastness,  and  recruiting  his  band,  he  would  renew  the 
struggle  in  some  other  part  of  the  country  with  an  enei^ 
which  astonished  his  adversaries.  Twenty  times  did  the 
only  journal  in  Mexico  announce  the  defeat  of  this  dis- 
tinguished rebel,  and  the  utter  extinction  of  the  patriot 
party  in  the  province  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  as  many  times 
were  they  undeceived  l>y  thei  re-hpt)^iimce  of  Victoria  at 
the  head  of  a  formidable  band.  He  seemed  to  bear  a 
charmed  life  —  to  be  invincible  by  the  ordinary  means  used 
against  him.  The  peqple  ^f  ;t)ie  paovince  were  never 
injured  by  the  insurgent  chief,  whose  respect  for  religion 
and  the .  rig^  of  his  fellow-men  extorted  psaise  even  from 
his  bitterest  Ibes.*  He  made  war,  not  upon  his  oppressed 
e^witrymen,  but  upon  the  tyrannical  government  which 
fbr  fliree  centuries  had  trampled  them  to  the  earth,  deny* 
ing  them  the  common  privileges  of  humanity.  The  gue- 
rilla had  many  friends  among  them,  fipm  wdioan  he  obtained 
supplies  for  his  troops,  and  intelligence  of  the  designs  of 
his  enemies,  who  were  often  deooyed  by  the  peasants  into 
wm  ambush,  and  c«t  to  pieces,  ere  they  suspected  the 
i^protadi  of  a  hostile  force. 

The  Mexican  Junta,  when  the  affairs  of  their  party 
fwitned  a  Xvrorable  aspect,  had  dispatched  Jose  Manuel 
de  Herrera  to  New  Orieans  as  their  agent,  with  full  powers 
to  act  in  their  behalf  in  all  matters  of  a  political  or  com* 
mttpcial  <^haracter.  Padre  Herrera  (for  he  also  was  an 
ecelesiastic)  procured  arms,  ammunition  and  supplies  for 
the  patriots,  and  even  issued  commissions,  military  and 
OBVal,  in  the  name  bf  the  Junta.  In  order  to  ensure  the 
reception  of  certain  munitions  of  war  sent  to  him  by  this 
pevBon,  Victoria  seked  the  small  port  of  Boquilla  de  Piedras; 
situated  on  the  norAem  coast  of  Vera  Cruz.    He  was  not 
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pilniiilt^d't»  hM  it  Jang.'  Tkft  «ieny-  miriisd  agiibst 
Ubi  vidi  a  aapaainr  Iwrde:  be  vtm  coaqpelbdto.xetire  td 
tlie  hUH  ^wbeit,  baing  ynnmedi  \m  fottana  ckaoged^  aadi 
ba  aooa  foand  it  uapoaafldb  to  eoi^ve  the  oonteat  vifik 
aHj  hope  of  Maeeas.* 

Tba  tnexgf  ot  Ae  gpTennant  was  IbBy  idairelqped.  ia 
hofttiiig  dowa  tbia  BotnaadaUe  cbiaf .  Tbity  vaAaasd  biaa  to 
axtiem^  by  edttiiig  «ff  bia  auppliea,  iai^ng  Uamea,  and 
diif>eiaiag  bia  once  temble  baada. 

Victoria bsiaaeif  fled  bayowl  tiM  jreacbef Ibe  enaaBy^  alid 
eaneeialed  apid  dM  crataia  of  exJtinet  roleaooea  wbidi 
abound  in  tbe  pfonndei  be  el«ded  bia  {Nuauara;  and 
thoag^:  ludyetaatty  sappaoed  to  be  daad^  be  lived  to  iriteaai 
tbe  dowa&ll  of  tbe  Spaaoah  powei  in  America.  iSvadalupi 
Victoria  waa  bn^ey  able,  and  a  sincere  patriot ;  but,  like  thai 
rest  of  bia  compatriots,  jealous  of  bis  power,  and  too  hmi, 
of  eacercising  it  upon  trifling  iM^caaifliML 

DcEn  Ignacia  Rayon,  who  bad  eatabliahed  bia  bead<^iaa* 
tars  at  tbe  foit  of  Copeio»  in  the  profkce  of  VaUadolidt 
beconuag  *^  di^piated  iritib  tbe  selfish  and  aangninary  ao»* 
dnnt  of  tbe  setend  inattigent  leader%''  readied  to  yield 
np  bis  strong^iold,  and  retire  fiom  tbe  coaiesL  lie  bad 
repeatedly  urged  tbe  neeeasiiy  of  coBsbining  tbe  patriot 
^rcea  for  tbe  pnrpoae  of  bringing  die  -war  to  a  criais,  and 
bad  often  remonatmt^d  with  bia  oolleaguea  against  their 
cruel  and  Uoody  policy  in  alaying  their  prisoners.  Hia 
interference  vaa  repudiated  vritb  diadain  by  tba  gaoillaai 
vbo  canned  out  the  lex  UMam  to  ita  utmost  liaut  Bdng 
an  inteBigent  and  vefined  man,  Rayon  determined  to  aban* 
don  a  cauae  polluted  by  so  many  crimes,  and  aurraadered 
tbe  fort  of  Copero  into  tbe  bands  of  tbe  Viceroy.  Ha  bad 
been  one  of  tbe  moat  determined  eneiftiea  of  the  goTeoa* 
ment,  and  thou^^  an  able  lawyer,  be  was  a  reiy  unaaeeess* 
fid  oMiDiander. 

•  Robinson^s  MtSMisa/  CtasMiillbl.  Ratolation. 


0««iui»tni  n^vtfM  Mif  dagilroiif  <Mttf  IM  fai  &# 
Mi  iMk  rrkam  ikm  lojfdbto  bad  ^  wtm*.  IIm  pwi 
iiMga  tpoMiiaadbd  tw»  thawind  ol  Hiekeil  cawiliy  ki 
MflBioe;  awl  cmfmng  Us  op«Miiiis4o  4ie  neiiiity  ml  &6 
capital,  he  rendered  himadf  eztremelf  oteanioiis  to  (lit 
licaiafal  mtimMta*  Dsnid  of  priM^fe)  aftd  dioae  feel- 
iaga  of  hMHMity  ivlMh  asa  oftM  CmmI  k  tha  nde»t  cbn^ 
saflCeia,  Oaaa^npa  wm  JMe  hottardMn  a  lobber,  beait  «poa 
ploAderiBg  the  people,  uadat  thsa  giiiae  of  patriotifln*  His 
bilDii«%  lika  hkuel^  wan  ateqpad  k  aeaaaality  and  «i(me^ 
and  heaitalad  al  no  deed,  howaaier'  aiiacioaa,  in  order  ta 
gmtify  thair  depnored  paaaiona;  TomM  and  viUagaa  iNsra 
fanaacd,  ieUs  laid  waaCa,  and  e¥an  tha  aaeiad  pvecinota  of 
fim  ehxater  violated  by  theaa  ktrieaa  rajjnaii  nrho  awapt 
like  a  honiaana  acvaaa  the  paovinca,  dangeHma  to  fiiend  aa 
aaril  aa  foe« 

The  infamous  Vinoanta  Qoa&es,  the  liaadanant  of  OsaoimiOi 
diadnguiahed  hitnatitf  by  hia  diaaegwd  of  all  laira,  haman 
aaal  dime.  He  deU^^tad  to  tortora  his  nnbappy  prisaner% 
BBMtil sting  Ihaiy  peiaoaa  in  a  slKMldng  niaaner,  era  ha  c<hh 
aigaed  them  to  death.  Oomes  waa  m  the  habit  of  boaating 
flwt  ha  had  mnrderad  aavaral  Spaniarda  uMioul  aheddiag 
fteir  blood-«the  nuaereant  had  hurM  ki$  vJcfimt  alioe.* 
Sndx  deeds  of  cmelty  rendered  him  |ei«K>le  to  the  enemyi 
vho  endearored,  but  in  vain,  to  bring  him  to  condign  p«&« 
ishtnent.  Finding  it  impoanbla  to  kill  or  captain  Mm,  fi^y 
entered  into  negotiation  withtiie  wreti^  and  finally  caosed 
him  to  daaait  his  band,  by  gaarantaeing  him  the  aame  rank 
in  the  royal  army  irfaich  he  held  nnder  Oaaoumo*  ThitMij^ 
the  Instrumentality  of  Gomez,  the  fi)ree  commanded  by 
OMoumo  vaa  surprised  and  out  to  piecea,  the  viUain 
adcUttg  to  his  oirar  crimes  llm  damning  sm  6i  treachery* 
8oah  wi^s  dm  iafte  of  the  principal  leadera  of  die  pa« 
tiiot  par^.    The  Viceroy  garrisoned   every  town  in  the 


Ha  was  wot  able,  kiairewy  ta  fid  tba  eaantijr  aatiialf  of  ^ 
Voatila  hands  wkkh  iaftalad  caftek  ptfta-  of  iMk  tha 
aaalam  aad  waatem  iataadandaa.  Ikaa  imgdar  bodiai 
af  troopa  wave  aoauaaadad  bj  ^Sitcrala  aad  bmtal  paaa* 
Mia,"  wktoa  kaenaibiltef  to  ifav  liad  ndaad  tbea  alwv« 
tMr  fattow-bf^jaada  to  gtataoiis  poculiarijr  itted  to  diaphgr 
Ibair  abilkaea  bi  q^Tawing  tbair  miaaiabia  Tiotiiyk  Tba 
iBlaBigeak  poitioB  of  the  labarala,  dngaatad  with  Iha  liaa«* 
tioaaaaas  wkd  craehy  of  <baa»  wretabaa,  gradaaSf  «i&dnw 
fima  tba  diatnata  ocanpied  bgr  tbeir  inoaai  9mA  plaoad 
duaaaJyaa  andar  tba  ptoteatioB  of  Iba  HtianWi  twapa; 
tba  Vicaroy  baying  gfaatad  tba  loyil  pardoo  to  dH  -irtM 
aabaitted  to  .bai  asatbmty* 

Ibe  maat  fimniddda  of  ^baaa  giieriUaa  was  Joaa  Antaaio 
ToiraSy  an  aaclasiaatiey  foimeriy  euiate  of  NaimnJMy  a  ataili 
piaMa  iabai^ittd  by  igmvant  aerb,  ovar  wboat  ba  bad  ndad 
m  a  daq>otio  OHtoDar.  TUa  aAaaiber  af  tba  Chnrcb  nilitaBt 
lad  badded  an  tbe  uiufona  of  an  offiear  over  bia  eaaaocky 
and  aaaoiMd  tba  lido  of  a  IfMaseal  dal  Canpo  bi  Iba 
Mauigtnt  anay.  CunniBgy  bmatiaQay  eruel,  and  nndicdrai 
ba  was  nerar  known  to  spaie  an  aneoaiy  or  aven  a  friendi 
wba  stood  m  dia  load  to  bis  ptafeonant.  ▲  mffian-«* 
among  tbe  vilest  of  the  buman  race — a  fidsa  friand»  and 
a  traacbaiDiis  ananiy--*<>dabauebedy  wicked,  and  dagmded, 
Toirea  bad  one  ladaanuBg  tiak, 

"^A  aisgia  virtaa  UakM  Is  a  thoanni  erisMa.^ 

Re  loved  his  country!  and  demred  nodiing  so  muck  as 
ber  emancipation  firom  the  tyranny  of  Spain.  He  bated  tba 
government,  and  all  connected  widi  it,  and  rejeeted  witb 
anger  anM  contempt  the  offers  of  rank  and  wealtb  made 
him,  if  he  woald  abjnre  his  principles,  and  accept  the  royal 
pardon.*  Torres  had  estalilished  himself  npon  tbe  bill  of 
Lod  Remedies,  in  Aa  province  of  GiianajuatO|  which  ba 
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Igd  &rtifed  M  ^  stMBgfMt  Miimer.  b  eamn^ded  <lie 
neh  plaint  of  the  BmOf  yAkk  was  betttr  ettkivated  than 
WBJ  pait  of  AfoxioO)  and  eovered  with  populooa  towns  and 
putblos ;  tkrong^  k  wound  tke  Rio  Santiago,  whioh,  «ft«  • 
CMMUfe  e<|aal  io  that  of  the  Bhiae,  falls  into  the  Bay  of  SaM 
Bias,  on  the  Pacifie.  The  febd  loader  divided  the  comrtxf 
kxto  militaiy  dislricts^  over  which  pieaided  his  snbaltefn% 
appointed  by  himsdf«  Each  commander  exeieised  nnliai^ 
ited  sway  over  tke  lires  and  property  of  those  ^o  resided 
within  their  Jurisdictions,  responsible  to  no  one  but  Torres* 
They  levied  QontrftutioQS  in  the  name  of  the  patriot  casve^' 
inlieted  punidunents,  and  denounced  as  traitors  all  who 
mtymnred  at  their  arfaksary  condnet, 

The  whole  number  of  men  who  acknowledged  Tones  an 
their  chief  were  about  seven  &ousand.  They  were  nearly 
sU  Indians,  or  Mestizoes,  who  took  the  field  mounted,  and^ 
armed  with  long  lances.  They  were  seldosa  paid,  etoept 
they  were  fortunate  in  plundering  a  village  or  cutting  off  a 
royal  convoy*  They  resided  at  their  own  homes,  ami 
mustered  at  the  call  of  their  several  captains.  Wham 
Tvearied  of  service  they  deserted  with  impunity,  and  weM 
under  such  discipline  as  is  usual  among  banditti  actuatadl 
by  no  other  purpose  dmn  love  o£  an  adventurous  life,  and 
the  hope  of  booty* 

Padre  Torres  hidtaelf  Jived  Uke. an  Oriental  piiaoe  in  his 
strong-hold  of  Los  Remedios,  surrounded  by  women  and 
all  the  luxuries  which  abound  in  the  tropica:  ^*In  die 
beigfat  of  his  glory,  he  was  seen  surrounded  by  sycophants 
and  women,  singing  the  most  fulsome  songs  in  his  praisey 
while  extended  on  his  cquch^  fi^mned  by  a  delicate  lumd* 
the  sultan  himself  would  listen  with  rapture  to  the  grossest 
adulation,  indulging  in  loud  bursts  of  laughter,  arising,  from 
his  heartfelt  sati^&ction.  Swelling  and  exulting  with  vain* 
gj^xy,  he  would  oftei\  excl^m,  ^Yo  soy  gefe  de  toflo.  e) 
mundo:'  *1  am  the  chief  of  the  whole  world.'  "  As  an 
illustration  of  the  absurd^  ccne}..  policy  pursued  by  Torres, 
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k  will  be  aeucely  nmeemtay  to  rtl&te  aiAre  dian  the  fbnow«» 
aig  inetancet  of  hiB  reddeiB  conduet  \ 

In  order  to  ehftck  tbe  ftdvaaee  of-  the  Kkg's  tfoops, 
who  after  the  diqpecsiott  of  the  i&ost  formidable  leaders 
of  the  patriot  Ibrees^  had  ealeced  &e  Baxto,  and  taken 
poiaeasion  of  its  prineipal  oitie8»  Toms  resolved  to  destroy 
Ihenu  Aceordiaglj  ho  oomaanded  &e  ii^abitMits  of  die 
'^wealthy^  popalouSi  and  flourishing''  towns  of  Peijamo^ 
El  Valle  de  Santiaga,  and  Pumamdiroy  to  remoT^  thob 
Taluables  within  six  hours,  and  then  to  set  their  respectiye 
dwellings  on  fire.  The  people  liTirig  in  the  two  former 
places  obeyed  the  mandate ;  diose  of  the  latter  besought 
the  tyrant  for  more  time,  m  order  that  they  mi^  remove 
afl  their  effeots.  Torres  refused  to  Usten  to  them;  and 
becomii^  enraged,  sent  his  myrmidons  to  Puniandiro, 
who  running  through  the  streets  with  burning  torches,  fired 
every  house  in  the  town,  save  the  diurches.  At  one  timoi 
while  passing  near  a  pueblo,  in  the  Baxio,  he  saw  the  inhab- 
itants flying  to  a  hill  in  the  vicinity.  Entering  the  place» 
he  called  them  back,  and  regardless  of  their  assertions 
that  they  had  mistaken  his  escort  for  a  body  of  the  king's 
troops,  he  ordered  every  tenth  man  to  confess,  and  prepare 
for  instant  death.  This  cruel  sentence  was  carried  into 
efiect — the  tears  and  prayers  of  the  wives  and  children  of 
the  victims  making  no  impression  upon  the  relentless  butcher, 
vdio  remained  to  witness  the  execution.* 

That  he  might  at  least  keep  up  an  appearance  of  acting 
under  authority,  Torres  maintained  a  correspondence  with 
the  Revolutionary  Committee,  which  had  been  organized 
after  the  dissolution  of  the  Junta  at  Tehuacan.  This  body 
consisted  of  four  members:  of  Don  Ignacio  Ayolo,  who  was 
president;  Francis  Loxero,  Mariano  Tercero,  and  Doctor 
Jose  San  Martin.  The  committee  met  at  the  fortress  of 
Jauxilla,  about  sixty  miles  from  Los  Remedies.    Overawed 
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by  ihe  gnetfflasy  Hkme  tokUcAormsAm  wtrt  dM  mefe  took 
of  Padre  Torres,  and  dared  not  oppast  hk  wK,  howerer 
ia|«rMm8  it  might  be  to  tbe  intcresli  of  the  pvty. 

Sukth.  was  the  state  of  ^  patriot  eause  in  "die  begkuMig 
of  tke  year  1817|  when  aaother  actor  appeared  amid  the 
aeenea  of  the  crnl  want  uriiieh  deaolated  Mexico^  blaaed 
brightly  for  a  brief  ^ace,  and  was  lost  in  the  darkness 
wfaieh  fellswed.  But  tiiongfa  lost,  be  is  not  forgotten,  nor 
arer  will  be^  as  long  as  mankind  are  capable  of  apprecia* 
tii^  the  deeds  of  a  h»x> — deeds  winch  were  not  without 
Aeir  influence  long  after  the  hero  himself  slept  beneath  the 
sod  diat  waa  stained  with  his  blood.  TlK^ug^  no  gBded 
mansokum,  rich  widi  die  spoik  of  a  noble  art,  marks  the 
^ot  -whfK^  he  lies,  yet  the  Menean,  as  he  crosses  die  lonefy 
htU  crowned  with  ^  niias  of  the  dumanded  fortress,  si^ 
as  he  easts  hk  eyes  on  the  grave  beloW|  and  mnttem  a 
I«ayer  foi  the  soul  of  Xarier  Mina. 
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JUnm  MoiA-^Hia  BM^  FM«ftta0a^  tad  aaily  Sx^lote-ip^Sfib  for 
M«iico-^l4Uii4p  OB  Oabwtaii  btoad— CwmuqAoto  Ansy— G^ 
onel  Penj — Tbe  Exp^dttion  Mils  for  Ibe  Rio  Santander— So^ 
la  Marina— Defeat  of  La  Gana^-Mina'a  Plans— Deaertion  of 
Colonel  Perry  and  Fiftj  Men — SolTeringa  of  the  FugitiTea  —  Dea- 
yemta  Batde  belwaeii  tli#  Amerieana  and  Mexieana— Heroic  Deatk 
«f  Oaloaal  PMiy* 

XAYin  i/bsuL  y(M»  bom  in  tb^  year  1788^  ^ear  Moi»ea]» 
1A  the  prorince  of  Nartn^.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  n 
noble  and  ivealdiy  family,  and  i^  aepbew  of  the .  frnjioaa 
Epos  y  Mma.  He  was  sent  at  an  early  age  to  Saragosa% 
ia  Airagon^  to  eomplete  his  studies.  While  a  student  tbeiie 
the  French  army  entered  Spain,  and  Joseph  Bonapaite 
was  jdaced  upon  the  throne.  Forsaldog  his  rtudies,  Mina 
joined  the  Spanish  army  of  the  north  as  a  volunteer,  and 
yas  engaged  in  seTsral  actions* 

After  the  battle  of  Bekhite,  and  the  defeat  of  the  Span* 
iards^  Mina,  with  a  few  fbllowen,  retired  into  NsTane,  aftd 
adopting  the  arode  of  war&re  practiced  by  his  relative, 
Epoas,  he  soon  became  a  formidable  guerilla  chiefl  At  one 
time  he  captured  seven  hundred  ot  the  enemy,  togeth^ 
with  a  large  amgunt  of  money  and  mOitttry  stoxes,  destinisd 
fi)r  the  French  army.  The  fi>rce  under  his  commiuad  was 
at  no  period  very  great;  yet  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
province  to  which  he  confined  his  operations,  he  was 
enabled  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  his  pursuers,  and  to  woisl 
them  upon  all  oecasiottSk  Brave,  generousi  and  hnmmne, 
Mina  was  distinguished  as  much  by  the  gentleness  which 
characterized  his  conduct  as  by  the  chivalrous  nature  of 
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exploits.  He  was  entirely  free  from  that  ferocity,  and 
blood-thirsty  spirit  of  revenge,  which  was  so  rife  among  the 
Spanish  guerillas.  The  Junta  of  Seville,  as  some  reward 
for  his  great  services,  gave  him  a  colonel's  commission, 
and  soon  after  appointed  him  commandant-general  of 
Navarre.  The  Supreqcie  Jnnia  of  Atragou  subsequently  crea- 
ted Mina  commandant-general  of  Upper  Arragon.* 

In  the  wifirtMT  of  1810-11,  Mina  was  ordered  to  (kstroy 
in  extensive  foundry,  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  Pampeluna. 
"WhOe  passing  through  a  defile  of  the  mountains,  he  sud- 
denly found  himself  between  two  strong  parties  of  the 
French,  who  had  entered  either  extremily  of  the  pass,  and 
thus  cut  off  his  advance  or  retreat.  Determined  to.  force 
his  way  through  eveiy  obstacle,  Mina  fought  desperately, 
until  overcome  by  superior  numbers,  his  party  was  obliged 
to  yield  to  the  fortune  of  war,  and  surrender.  Mina  him- 
Mlf,  fell  wounded  and  a  prisoner,  mto  die  hands  of  the 
French.  He  was  taken  to  Paris,  and  afterwards  confined 
in  the  castle  of  Vincennes,  by  order  of  Napoleon.  He 
tiemained  in  dnrance  until  the  allied  armies  entered  France, 
when  he  was  liberated,  upon  the  abdication  of  the  emperor. 

Mina  returned  to  the  peninsula  in  1813;  and  having 
been  an  active  partisan  of  the  Constitutionalists,  he  was 
regarded  with  no  favorable  eye  by  the  restored  monarch, 
who,  unable  to  deny  his  services,  offered  him  the  command 
of  the  troops  then  operating  against  the  Mexitan  rebels. 
Mina  refused  to  accept  the  appointment,  and  vrithdrew  into 
Navane,  where  Epoz  y  Mina  was  at  die  head  of  a  con- 
siderable force.  When  his  refusal  was  known,  the  king 
deprived  Epoz  of  his  command.  The  two  Minas,  enraged 
at  the  conduct  of  Ferdinand,  resolved  to  proclaim  the  Con- 
stitution, and  raise  the  standard  of  revolt.  Hiiving  secured 
die  assistance  of  several  officers  belonging  to  the  garrison 
of  Pampeluna,  a  plot  was  laid  to  place  that  important  for- 


tnm  in  tkeir  poaaemion*  Tht  sentiaehi  were  irididiiwii^ 
and  laddeif  fixed  to  the  waUs^  and  erery  Hiiag  prepaared 
for  the  counmmatien  ol  the  pkn,  when  «n  ludbrtaaate 
occurreaee  picrested  &e  advanee  of  Epos  j  Mi&a  a*  tba 
if(>oiBted  Ikoey  wUeh  waa  midnii^.  The  sdieme  was  in 
oonaequaMe  abandoned^  and  the  oflBcen  eonaected  whk  it 
fled  into  Fiaaca.  Xarier  Miaa  waa  taken  prisoaes  aaar 
Bajanaa;  Being  liberated  he  raited  ta  England^  where 
he  Sonaed  the  readvtioa  of  adding  the  patriota  of  Mexico 
in  ftaeii^  diemaabrea  from  the  tftaany  of  Spain.  Brocoring 
a  Teaady  which  he  loaded  with  anna  and  monitions  of  war» 
Jifiaa  aailed  from  England  in  May^  1816,  accompanied  bf 
acveral  S|>aBiak  and  Italian  officers  Arriving  safely  at 
Baitimoce,  he  made  a  considerable  addition  to  his  military 
stores.  He  purchased  a  brig  which  was  capable  of  being 
eonTerted  into  a  vessel  of  war,  and  procured  canndn,  cloth* 
ittg^  and  neceasaries  for  his  troops. 

The  Spanish  envoy,  resident  at  Waalangton,  hearing  of 
these  prepamtioa%  addressed  the  American  go^erumeat 
i^n  the  subject,  demanding  its  interference  in  suppreosing 
the  expedition*  The  request  of  Don  Luis  de  Onia  was  not 
complied  witk  by  the  government,  which  waa  not  disposed 
to  meddUe  in  the  affair  as  long  as  Mina  did  not-  openly 
violate  the  laws  of  the  Republic.  Mina's  veaKh  being 
under  English  colors,  De  Onis  then  applied  to  the  Britiah 
coBSid  at  Baltimore  to  aid  him  in  detaimng  the  adventurers. 
This  personage  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  attain  that 
pmpose,  but  without  success;  being  compelled  to  yield  up 
the  ship's  papers,  which  be  had  ualawfelly  detained.* 

On  Ae  filer  of  September,  1816,  the  expedition  sailed 
firom  Baltimore*  It  consisted  (^  two  fast  sailing  vessels^ 
<m  board,  of  which  were  two  hundred  infentiy,  and  a  com* 
pany  of  aitiHeiy,  most  of  whom  were  Americans.  Touching 
at  St.  Domingo,  the  adrentunha  were  received  hospitably 
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lby.Prei&d«iit  Peti<m,  vibo  anisted  tkeni  ia  repairiag  tiiek 
vMfMf  whi^  had  been  injured  in  a  8lorm«  Thie  delayed 
)their  voyage,. and  they  did  not  reach  Galreifcon  Island,  the 
;place  of  their  destination,  until  die  S4th  of  Noreodtor. 

/Aeeordiag  to  a  previous  arrangement,  Mina,  upon  hk 
arrival. at  Galveston,  found  General  Aury  (a  patriot  offieer) 
encanjped  apon  ihe  eastern  extremity  of  the  Island,  when 
he  bad  fortified  his  position  by  throwing  up  an  embanloBdatit 
of  sand,  upon  whiph  he  had  plaoed  several  pieees  of  heavy 
ocdnance.  The  force  under  this  commander  amounted  to 
two  hundred  men,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  Americans; 
the  others  were  Mexicans,  Negroes,  and  lenegadoes  from 
all  parts  of  the  world*  The  former  were  under  the  imme* 
diate  command  df  Colonel  Perry,  the  same  officer  who  had 
fought  under  General  Toledo,  near  San  Antonio  de  Bexar, 
on  the  18th  of  August,  1813.  Escaping  from  diat  engage* 
ment,  Perry  had  joined  his  fortunes  to  those  of  the  Mexican 
patriots  once  more,  in  the  hope  of  witnessing  the  ultimate 
triumph  of  the  cause  of  which  he  was  an  ardent  partisan. 
Upon  the  arrival  c^  Mina,  Perry  resolved  to  leave  tin 
service  of  Aury,  and  enlist  under  the  former*  This  move- 
ment created  considerable  disturbance  in  the  camp,  and 
it  was  not  without  difficulty  that  blooddied  was  prevented, 
as  both  parties  were  much  excited.  The  adventurers 
remained  during  the  winter  at  Galveston. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1817,  Mina  sailed  for  the  month 
of  the  Rio  Santander,  on  the  coast  of  San  Luis  Potosi* 
The  fleet  consisted  of  seven  vessels,  of  small  sice  and  light 
draught.  When  off  the  Rio  Grande,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  replenidi  their  stock  of  water.  Major  Sarda  was  sent 
a^ore  upon  this  duty.  Being  mistakeit  for  a  royalist,  he 
was  unmolested  by  the  soldiers  lAu}  were  stationed  to  guard 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  to  prevent  the  privateers  and 
pirates  of  the  Gulf  from  obtaining  supplies.  While  the 
party  were  engaged  in  filling  their  water  casks,  four  of  die 
men  deserted,  and  gave  the  enemy  the  alarm.    In  a  few 
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dajB  tfie  squadron  anriTed  at  its  desdaation,  and  on  ih% 
16th  of  April  Mina  disaabsriced  his  troops,  meetbg  with 
no  opposition  from  the  royaKsts  or  the  people  of  the  country. 
Fiffy  miles  from  the  mouth  of  die  Santander,  Aere  was  a 
small  town,  called  Soto  la  Marina,  situated  on  the  left  bank 
1^  the  ritrer.  Sending  &e  main  body  of  his  jfbrce  up  the 
stream  by  land,  and  loading  his  boats  witfi  cannon  and 
munitions,  Mina  arrived,  without  meeting  a  single  enemy, 
at  Soto  la  Marina;  the  government  having  left  the  coast 
open  to  the  invaders,  although  the  deserters  had  announced 
their  approach. 

Don  Felix  la  Oarza,  the  commandant  of  the  district^ 
who  was  at  the  head  of  some  tUree  hundred  men,  aban-» 
doned  the  town  upon  the  advance  of  Mina,  taking  with 
him  the  respectable  portion  of  the  inhabitants ;  acting  upon 
their  fi^trs  by  picturing  the  invaders  as  a  band  of  miscreants; 
whose  only  object  was  plunder.  The  people  that  remained^ 
among  whom  was  the  Gura,  were  agreeably  disappointed  by 
&e  conduct  of  the  strangers,  whose  Idndness  sooh  won 
their  good  opinion. 

One  of  Mina^s  first  acts  was  to  issue  a  maidfesto,  set>* 
ting  forth  the  causes  whidi  had  brought  him  to  Mexico, 
and  explaining  his  intentions  in  connecting  himself  with 
the  patriots.  The  proclamation  produced  the  desired  eflfec^ 
and  not  only  calmed  the  apprehensions  of  the  Mexican^ 
but  brought  more  than  two  hundred  of  them  to  his  camp. 
Obtaining  a  supply  of  horses,  Mina  organized  a  sqwdron 
of  cavalry,  and  dividing  them  mto  parties,  sent  them  in 
different  directions  to  observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
Ooe  of  these  bodies  penetrated  to  Santander,  the  capital 
of  &e  colony,  without  opposition.  About  six  leagues  from 
Soto  la  Marina  was  the  hacienda  of  Palo  Alto,  the  property 
of  Don  Ramon  de  la  Mora,  who  had  promised  to  ftimish 
the  adventurers  with  supplies.  This  personage,  however 
had  no  intention  of  keeping  his  word,  but  suddenly  fled^ 
with  him  all  ef  his  valuable  movables,  and  a  laige 
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•mouBt  of  mcmej*  Mma  immediately  iet  off  in  punuit 
vitk  a  detaduiieiiit  of  twenty  hone,  and  a  eompany  of  foot 
under  Cotonel  Peny.  The  cayalry  returned  fiom  &e 
learchy  having  taken  the  wrong  trade.  The  infantry,  push* 
ing  forward,  overtook  the  fugidTea  the  following  morning: 
as  Peny  advanced  they  fled,  leaving  ibe  treasure,  which 
was  talcen  possession  of  without  scruple.  Scarcely  had 
they  done  this,  when  the  purty  were  attacked  by  D<m  Felix 
la  Garsa,  who  had  been  escorting  the  fugitives  with  a  body 
of  tbvee  hundred  ettvaliy.  Perry  prepared  to  defend  his 
spoils,  although  his  force  did  not  number  more  than  ei^i^ 
men,  rank  and  file.  Biding  fosward,  the  Mexican  leader 
demanded  a  parley^  and  offered  die  royal  pardon,  and 
good  treatment  t»  them,  if  they  would  susrender  themselves 
prisoners  of  war^  This  being  refused,  Oaraa  dtarged  upon 
the  party  with  great  fiiry,  but  he  was  unable  to  bredc  his 
adversaries^  line.  The  attempt  was  repeated  with  no  better 
success;  and  the  Mexicans  finding  them  determined  to 
resist  to  the  last,  precipitately  fled,,  leaving  a  part  of  their 
number  dead  upon  the  field.  This  affidr  inspired  dMt 
adventoNffs  with  greitit  contempt  for  the  enemy,  whfle  it 
increased  the  dread  already. felt  for  the  invaders,  whos^ 
numbers   and   prowess  were  exaggerated  to  a  ridiculous 


Dcm  Joaquin  Airedondo,  the  captain-general  of  the 
eastern  provinces,  having  received  intelligence  of  the  land- 
ing of  Mina,.  prepared  to  march  against  him  without  delay. 
The  head*quarters  of  this  general  was  at  Monterey,  the 
capital  of  Nueva  Leon.  With  considerable  difficulty,  he 
was  able  to  muster  two  thousand  men,  a  force  suflk)iently 
powerful  to  drive  die  adventurers  firom  the  country.  Aware 
of  the  impossibility  of  attempting  to  maintain  his  position 
against  such  superior  numbers,  Mina,  whose  forces  con- 
sisted of  but  four  hundred  and  eighty  men,  resolved  to 
fortify  his  camp  at  Solo  la  Marina,  imd  with  a  pdrtion  of 
his  troops  to  advance  mto  the  tnteriori  and  fonnkig  a 
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jwietfoii  ^wiA  die  patriot*  of  Oaamgusto,  retum  tad  meet 
the  enemy.  AH  hands  were  aoe<»dia^  tet  lo  mtxtk  eonp 
almcting  a  foxt;  the  peopk  of  the  coontiyy  who  had  beeome 
tiieir  waim  frienda,  wittmgly  aasisled  them*  and  in  a  few 
days  the  eardien  walls  were  completed.  Sereral  large 
guns  wei%  bronght  op  the  riyer  and  mounted  upon  the  fort, 
amonff  wUA  there  ware  two  large  mortars^  The  streaaa 
hefaig  Tery  narrow  at  this  pdint,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
throw  up  defences  upon  the  opposite  bank,  in  wdex  to 
protect  the  rear  of  die  feit.  Tins  work  was  hegunt  but 
wdiMtunately  nerer  finished.  Ptocuring  a  supply  of  beef 
and  maize  from  the  M exk»ns  of  the  vicinity,  die  fortress 
was  Tietniiled  for  a  siege,  and  considered  strong  enou^ 
to  hold  o«t  until  the  retum  of  Bfina  with  reinforcements* 
As  Mina  was  preparing  to  march  toward  die  souths 
Colonel  Peny  announced  his  determination  to  leave  &e 
eamp  and  return  to  the  States,  eonndering  their  jEorce  too 
weak  to  achieve  any  great  object.  During  the  absence  ^ 
Mina  from  the  camp,  Peny  addressed  his  men  upon  die 
dangerous  character  of  the  enterimse  they  had  embaiked 
ittt  and  persuaded  fifty  of  their  number  to  desert  with  him« 
liCaTing  Soto  la  Marina,  they  mardied  along  the  sea  shore 
in  the  direction  of  Matagorda  Bay,  where  they  intended  to 
procure  boats  to  convey  them  to  the  frontiera  of  Louiiiana, 
They  began  their  disastrous  retreat  in  the  latter  past  of 
May,  when  die  heat  of  the  sun  is  very  great,  and  water 
extremely  scarce.  The  sufferings  of  the  party  were  aggra* 
vated  by  the  enemy,  whose  troops  hung  upon  their  rear, 
and  attacked  them  upon  every  fevorable  opportunity  during 
the  march.  The  adventurers  had  already  begun  to  con* 
gratnlate  themselves  in  having  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of 
dieir  destination,  when  in  an  evil  moment,  their  leader 
resolved  to  attempt  die  capture  of  a  fortress  garrisoned  by 
a  small  body  of  the  enemy.  Perry  accordingly  summoned 
die  place  to  surrender.  While  die  astonished  commandant 
was  deliberating  upon  this  unlooked«for  demand,  a  party 
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of  two  hundred  royalist  caralry  appeared  vipan,  the  plain. 
Their  approach  changed  the  aspeet  of  the  day,  and  reversed 
the  relative  position  of  the  belligerents.  Th^  Americans^ 
ioExning  into  line  of  battle^  recehred  the  charge  of  the 
laitcers  with  a  YoKey,  which  checked  their  career,  and  which 
would  hare  doubtless  terminated  the  contest,  bad  not  the 
garrison  of  the  fort  sallied  out  and-  attacked  them  in  the 
rear.  Surrounded  upon  all  sides  by  an  oTerwhrimtng  force, 
Uiere  was  no  alternative  but  to  fight  to  the  last  extremity; 
and  gallantly  did  *theae  desperate  men  sustain  their  repn<^ 
t»tion :  they  poured  a  deadly  shower  of  balls  into  the  ranks 
of  the  enemy  every  moment,  beating  off  the  eavaliy,  and 
forcing  the  infantry  to  retire  before  their  murderous  dts* 
charge.  Great  numbers  of  both  parties  had  ftllen;  yet 
hopeful  of  victory,  they  fought  on.  Again  and  again  did 
the  lancers  charge  upon  the  now  diminished  line,,  and 
aided  by  the  garrison  in  the  rear,  endeavor  to  break  through 
the  slender,  but  compact  wall  of  heroes^  Blackened  with 
smoke  and  powder,  their  garments  rent  by  the  enemy's 
shot,  sad  bleeding  from  a  thousand  wounds,  the  adveHtur^ra 
continued  the  struggle  like  men  who  had  devoted  them- 
selves to  death.  The  sun  had  disappeared  in  the  west, 
and  the  shadows  of  night  were  ga&ering  thick  upon  the 
plain — a  few  miserable  beings  alone  remained,  ^oee  ex- 
hausted efforts  no  longer  served  to  check  the  charge  of  the 
foe.  As  the  darkness  deepened^  a  sin^e  individual  still 
waved  his  sword  in  defiance:  St  was  the  leader  of  the 
Americaiis,  who,  disdaining  to  yield,  fell,  Roman-like,  bjr 
his  own  hand! 


CHAPTER   III. 

Mill  A  BftnbM  towBid  die  Sooth— He  U  Opposed  by  the  Enemft 
QBdtt  Colonel  Annm^a-^  SI  Valle  de  Mais—  Bctde  of  Peotilhe«-^ 
Detet  of  the  Spankh  Fotfoee— Tfie  Cmfty  Priest  of  HidecMida^ 
The  Womevi  ^  Espiritu  Santo** Capture  of  Real  del  Pinos— 
Execation  of  a  Soldier  for  Sacrilege— Mina  Enteis  Gaanajoato— 
Terminatioii  of  the  March  at  Sombrero  —  Mina's  £▼!!  Genius. 

RECEIVXS6  intelligeHee  that  Arredo&do  was  within  a 
dioit  distanee^  Mina.left  Soto  la  Marina  on  the  24th  of 
May,  with  a  force  composed  of  otie  hundred  and  twenfy* 
four  cayahr^y  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  in&ntrj. 
The  fort  was  manned .  by  one  hundred  soldiers^  under  the 
command  of  Don  Jose  Sarda>  an  active  and  gallant  Spaniish 
officer^  whose  subsequent  conduct  proved  him  to  be  worthy 
of  the  bluest  praise.  In  order  that  he  mig^t  mote  rapidly, 
Mina  moliaked  his  infaatiy  during  the  march.  Taking  a 
circuitous  route,  in  order  to  avoid  the  enemy,  the  division, 
guided  by  an  Indian,  plunged  into  the  wilderness;  and 
following  the  most  unfrequented  paths,  they  wound  Okkiat 
way  through  dense  thickets  of  cactus,  and  gloomy  forests, 
which  hapeded  their  progress,  and  exhausted  the  feeble 
animals  they  bestrode.  About  the  1st  of  June,  the  detadn 
ment,  after  having  suffered  terribly  from  hunger,  thirst,  and 
fritigue,  arrived  at  the  town  of  Akamira,  on  the  river  Panuco, 
a  place  of  considelrable  importance*  Enteru^  the  town 
without  opposition^  Mina  seized  upMi  a  cavaUada  of  hones 
which  h^d  been  collected  for  the  use  of  Colonel  Arminan^ 
who  was  preparing  to  dispute  the  advance  of  the  division. 

On  tike  8^  of  June  it  was  understood  that  the  enemy'k 
tovaliy  wseie  in  strong  force  at  a  poimt  between  AHamira 
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and  ElValle  de  Mais,  a  small  town  a  few  miles  up  ihe 
stream.  Too  wise  a  commander  to  leave  an  enemy  in  his 
rear  when  he  could  ris^  an  engagementi  Mina  moved  on 
in  quest  of  the  party  referred  to,  and  came  in  sight  of 
them  a  few  miles  from  £1  Valle  de  Mais.  They  were  two 
hundred  in  number  and  had  posted  themselves  upon  an 
eminence  which  overlooked  ihe  road.  In  their  rear  was  an 
equal  nuj^iber  held  in  reserve.  Dismounting  hie  infantrjt 
the  general  ordered  them  to  advance  under  eover  of  a 
thidoeti  and  attack  the  cavahy  in  flank.  A  few  volleys 
caused  them  to  fidl  back  upon  their  reserve.  Following  up 
their  success^  the  enemy  becoming  panic  stricken,  turned 
and  fled  rapidly.  Mina  pursued  diem,  with  twenty  of  his 
best  mouoled  men,  and  chased  them  tbrou^  the  town. 
Presently  like  fugitives  halted,  as  if  detemined  to  make  n 
stand ;  but  no  sooner  did  diey  perceive  the  twenty  dragoons 
approadiing,  than  they  again  turned  their  horses'  heads,  and 
again  applying  their  huge  spun  vigorously,  they  disappear- 
ed over  die  plain.  The  enemy  lost  several  men,  IdUed, 
wounded,  «nd  prismiers,  besides  a  field^piece,  which  they 
left  bdiind  diem  in  their  haste.  Mina  entered  El  VaHe  die 
Mais  as  si  conqueror;  but  mindful  of  his  duty,  as  die  sworn 
ibe  of  fbe  oppressor,  he  treated  the  inhi^itants  widi  great 
kindness,  merely  levying  a  moderate  requisition,  when  he 
miglht  ha^e  pillaged  the  town  with  impuni^. 

On  the  9tfa,  Mina  learned  that  Arminan  was  about  to 
advance  against  him  with  the  European  regiment  of  E8tr»* 
madura,  and  a  strong  body  of  Mexican  cavaby.  Lesving 
the  town,  the  division  resumed  the  march  towa^  the  soudi. 
On  die  nig^t  of  die  IMi  diey  enoountered  a  party  of  hofte 
on  dieir  route  to  join  Arminan;  attuning  a  company  of 
Mina^s  men,  diey  d«nne  diem  bad:  upon  die  main  force. 
Mamhing  nig^t  and  day,  the  command  reached  die  hadenda 
<£  PeodUas  on  dm  evening  of  the  14di  of  June.  On  die 
wait  of  te  hadenda  arose  a  chain  of  hills,  running  nordi 
and  soudi;  on  die  eastern  side  was  n  great  pbin,  coverad 
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of  the  10^  as  dia  hdf-AoBtilMtd  wddiei*  were  pieptfiag 
die  only  feed-  likey  had  jeea  for  ioae  days,  the  alam  was 
gifreii  tibat  the  enemy  weve  i^kmi  them.  Formia%  his  oiea 
iivto  order  of  battle»  Mina  advanced  to  an  enunence  and 
beheld  four  hundxed  ^araby  within  a  AxM.  distaiine»  to  the 
east,  posted  iqpon  ihe  ddrts  of  a  tUckel ;  fiur  behind  w«s 
seen  a  dense  cload  «f  d«st»  indieatv^  the  adTanee  of  An 
enemy's  mm  bo4y«  h  was  inqpossible  to  aToid  Ae  flireatp 
ened  danger;  the  only  akematiTe  was  to  fight  againsl 
ovOTfhdming  numben  or  to  sunender*  .He  piefeired  the 
former.  Dividing  his  force,  he  left  one  portiiHi  at  the 
hnnenda  as  axeserve,  under  flie  4nMnmand  of  Cokmd 
Naboa;  with  &e  other,  numbering  .one  hnndrsd  and  seventy- 
two  SMO^  cavalxy  and  infontiy,  he  descended  into  the  plain. 
The  enemy  immediately  chaijped  npen  ftem,  but  were  driven 
baek  by  a  well  directed  fire  ficnm  the  infontry.  They  ohaiged 
sgai%  bat  with  no  better  snccesi^  leaving  several  IdUed  and 
wonnded  as  they  retiEed.  Manosavring  so  as  to  engage 
the  attention  of  Mma's  division,  the  enemy  kept  beycmd  the 
range  of  their  fiie,. until  the  main  body  under  Amnnsa 
approached.  Advancing  under  oover  of  the  dmiqparal,  the 
sq^iment  of  Estramadura  opened  a  tiemendens  fire  upon 
Bfina's  flank  bef<»e  their  presence  was  known.  AstoniAed» 
but  not  dismayed^  Mina  gave  die  word  to  retire  upon  dm 
reserve.  As  they  fell  bade,  the  enemy  deployed  into  the 
open  plain,  beating  the  chaige,  and  pouring  a  heavy  fire 
ii^  the  ranks  of  the  retreating  party.  Unable  to  witness 
the  slaughter  of  his  brave  folleweia,  Ifina  halted;  and  leceiv* 
iag  assurance  of  victory  firom  the  flaAiag  ^es  of  his  men» 
he  determined  to  make  a  deq^rate  stand.  The  enenqr  also 
paused,  widi  their  left  resting  upon  a  fonee,  which  suf^ 
rounded  a  field  of  com,  and  dmir  right  flank  and  rear  pro* 
teeted  by  a  strong  division  of  cavaliy«  A  squadron  of  thn 
enenqr's  lancers  now  advanced,  and  commenced  killing  the 
wounded,  by  transfixing  them  upon  their  weapons.    Having 


loftded  thtir  gans  wWi  ball  wd  buck-^ftoty  the  b«ltdkiii 
uikder  Mina  (most  of  them  were  Americans)  charged  in 
icgoiar  order  until  witUn  a  few  yards  of  the  hostile  line, 
when  huntiiig  into  a  loud  yell,  they  discha^d  their 
|»ecesy  and  threw  themselves  upon  the  eisemy  widi  ihe  bayo- 
net. The  regiment  of  Estamadum  was  composed  of 
Spanish  veterans^  the  survivors  of  inany  a  bloody  Held  f  but 
dieir  valor  forsook  them  now,  and  wavering  for  an  instant^ 
as  if  uncertain  whether  to  advance  or  fly,  they  were  setted 
with  a  panic  and  fled;  horse  and  foot  mingled  together  in 
inextricable  confusion,  tiie  cavalry  riding  over  the  infantry 
in  their  haste  to  escape  from  the  fatal  scene.  Mina's  loss 
in  tins  engagement  was  in  killed  and  wounded  fifty-six ;  ttmt 
of  the  royalists  was  unknown,  but  it  must  have  been  very 
greats  The  division  returned  to  the  hacienda  to  finish  the 
break&st  which  had  been  so  rudely  interrupted,  while 
Arminan  fled  to  Altamira,  firom  whence  he  dictated  a  dis- 
patch to  the  governor  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  informing  that 
personage  that  he  had  met  and  had  been  defeated  by  a 
hsadfid  of  men,  who  seemed  determined  to  ''die  killing!" 
So  assured  was  Arminan  of  victory  that  he  had  jM-oclaimed  the 
arrival  of  the  hour  which  would  place  the  rebel  Mina  a 
prisoner  in  his  hands.  Vain  boast !  Instead  of  a  triumph 
be  encountered  a  disgraceful  defeat  ^ — instead  of  honor,  he 
reaped  the  coward^s  merited  rebuke,  having  been  routed  by 
a  force  scarcely  one-tendi  as  great  as  his  own,  in  an  open 
fidd,  where  he  had  selected  his  position,  and  enjoyed  every 
advantage  over  his  foe.  Upon  the  dead  body  of  an  oflScer 
was  found  the  muster-roll  of  the  royal  forces,  showing 
Arminan's  conunand  to  consist  of  seven  hundred  European 
mfontij  and  eleven  hundred  native  Mexican  cavalry. 
Among  c^er  documents,  was  an  order  of  the  day  forbid- 
ding the  troops  to  give  quarter  to  the  eonqu^ed,  or  to 
seize  the  spoilsi  until  after  the  destruction  of  Mina  and  his 
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FMrfal  tliai  Ibe  wpiki  leader  would  recover  from  lus 
ptnlci  end  eeate  to  ify  ^vi^itii  none  piirsaed,  Miaft  jcesohvd 
to  Buurch  before  he  could  reorgwdie  his  troops^  or  attempt 
to  dispnle  hia  passage.  Willi  oharacteristic  hmoaaityv  Miaa 
had  flhowa  the  same  attentmi  to  die  ^lemy's  woanded  aa 
to  tboae  belongiiig  to  Us  own  foUowenu  Belbre  leai^mg 
PeotBlas,  he  commended  four  of  his  men  to  the  royattrt 
leader,  wlio  had  been  dai^rousljr  injured,  requesting  him  to 
reciprocate  die  bindniMa  displayed  toward  die  disabled  sol* 
diers  of  the  king.  This  request  was  ccmiplied  with,  and 
die  unfoitUDttte  men  receired  ereiy  attention  from  die  hands 
of  die  loyalisls. 

Two  hours  after  midnight  on  die  mondag  of  die  Iddi 
ef  Jime^  die  adTentarers  resomed  the  man&  toward  tho 
Ulterior.  Fassing  dirougfa  &e  ▼illage  of  Hide<mda,  die  priest 
ordered  die  beUs  to  ba  rang,  and  the  people  under  his 
charge  to  torn  out  and  eelekrate  the  glovious  Tictofy  ^ 
tained  oi^er  die  government  tzoops  at  Peodllas.  The  Pa<hre 
of  Hideonda  was  a  staunch  royalist^  and  had  ad<9>ted  this 
mode  of  conciliating  the  formidable  strangersy  in  the  hope 
of  saTing  ^  town  from  a  requisition.  In  diis  he  was  sue* 
cessftily  the  aditentuiem  being  delighted  with  die  reo^tion 
diey  met  with. 

Continuing  their  'marsh  toward  die  south-west,  dia  party 
ap^ached  the  eonfties  of  Zacatecas,  and,  on  the-  IrSdii 
aitiyed  at  the  hacienda  of  Espiritu  Santo.  It  was  a  frnrtified 
positiotti  and  was  garrisoned  by  a  detachment  of  royalist 
troops.  At  the  approach  of  Mina,  the  soldiers  and  •  male 
inhabitants  ^ed^  When  the  dirtoon  drew  near,  a  troop 
€fi  women  were  seen  issmng  from  the  gates  of  dw  ha^ 
eada^  beaiing  an  imi^  of  the  Vixgin,  and  dmnting  aolemn 
hymns  in  her  praise.  Adranaing  widi  slow  and  measured 
steps,  to  die  sound  t>f  plaintive  roicas,  diey  paused  in  front 
of  the  terrible  invaders,  ^i^iom  diey  had  been  taugfaft  to 
legard  as  the  enemies  of  their  countiy  and  their  fiddi. 
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Tke7  haA  adopted  titis  sbqrie  Alid  tMAiag  tteA»d  of 
•ofteniag  tlie  lie«rtt  of  tboM  they  deemed  men  of  Tiolence 
and  Uoodi  elbek,  dodi>tftd  of  ^  reeepdoft  tkej  would  meet 
with  from  the  lawleee  heretics.  Great,  indeed,  was  tfieir 
woader  and  delight  whea  they  fiMmd  ^auelree  tfealed 
with  ttnuflttal  Irindaiw  BtkA  nepedt.  Not  only  their  pei^ 
•one,  hot  their  preper^  wat  reqp^ted,  the  aoldiert  paying 
13>enHy  for  ew^. thing  they  feceired^  By  aiieh  wise  and 
humane  eonduet  did  Mina  gaia  ike  hearts  of  all  Ihoee  he 
eame  m  cc»^act  widi. 

Leaving  Esparita  Santo  eovesed  with  tlie  bleniagB  of  its 
inhabitants,  the  party  reached  the  town  of  Real  del  Pinos, 
in  Zacatecas,  on  the  Idth  oi  Jane.  This  was  as  important 
and  wealthy  place,  situated  among  the  Ub,  which  abounded 
in  &e  precious  metals«  It  was  fortified  after  a  ftdiion,  and 
was  garrisoned  by  three  hundred  men.  On  the  side  nett 
the  hills  the  town  was  deSuided  by  a  deep  and  wide  ditdi; 
on  the  oppcfcite  side  was  a  wall  and  trenches,  commanded 
hf  camMm  placed  upon  the  ran^parta,  winch  orerlooleed  the 
approaches  to  the  place.  Pinos  had  once  sustained  an 
assauk  from  a  party  of  fifteen  hundred  rebels,  and  had  bid 
defiance  to  ^eir  eftbrts  to  carry  it  by  storm.  It  Was  there- 
fore deemed  impregnable  by  its  inhabitants;  and  when 
Mina  summoned  it  to  surrender,  his  demitnd  was  rejected 
with  seom.  Detennined  to  capture  the  tiowa,  Mina  waited 
until  night,  and  diridiilg  his  men  into  smidl  parties,  he 
made  an  attack  upon  sereral  points  at  the  same  moment. 
The  enemy  were  upon  the  alert ;  and  opening  a  lieavy  fire 
lyctt  them,  compelled  them  to  retire  beyond  &e  reach  of 
their  guns.  The  nig^  was  rery  duk,  which  proyed  fiiToi^ 
ahle  to  the  assailants.  About  midnig^  a  par^  of  fifteen 
saen  disoorered  a  poml  where  the  too&of  the  houses  were 
Tury  low,  and  commumcated  with  the  terraces  which  looked 
upon  the  plasa.  Mounting  the  walls,  they  crept  riong  die 
terraces  in  silence,  and  with  the  aid  of  dbeir  blankets 
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kywfred  ^mmmIt^s  into  Hm  aqutt».  By  tfie  ligbt  of  ■evod 
torches  placed  diere,  they  oottli  diaeem  a  eo— MwaMe  body 
of  tioope  wider^  anu,  aad  fife  pkeea  of  caimoa,  plaeed  ao 
aa  to  ftommand  the  aTtnvas  laaduig  to  the  ptaca.-  Mofing 
caw^imialy  ift  the  daik,  uattil  iwithm  a  few  paeea  of  the  enemy, 
the  pa^y  aaddenly  awake  the  sUeaee  of  the  tti|^  hy  ginng 
utterance  to  three  terrific  yella,  and  charging  upon  the 
astonished  soldiers  with  fixed  baymietSy  they  drove  them 
from  the  square.  The  enemy  fled  in  terror  from  the  town, 
leaving  it  at  the  mercy  of  the  daring  adventaren.  The 
place  was  given  up  to  plunder,  the  leader  ot  the  party 
commanding  his  men  to  respect  the  persons  of  the  inhabi* 
tants*  One  of  the  band  having  been  can^t  i»  the  act  of 
stealing  the  golden  vessels  used  at  the  altar  of  the  Church, 
M ina  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  death,  as  the  crime  had 
been  forbidden  as  sacrilegious  and  indecent.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  the  division  evacuated  Real  del  Pinos,  taking 
with  them  a  great  quantity  of  treasure,  a  stand  of  colors, 
four  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  a  number  of  small  arms  and 
military  stores. 

Traversing  the  province  ci  Zacatecas,  the  division  en* 
tered  the  intendancy  of  Guanquato  about  the  latter  end  of 
June,  and  on  the  23d  they  encountered  a  detadiment  of 
the  patriot  troops,  who  escorted  them  to  the  fortress  of 
Sombrero,  the  termination  of  their  weary  vad  perilous  march. 
As  theadventorers,  mounted  upon  their  half-famished  horses, 
ascended  the  heigjiits  of  Ybarra,  they  saw  on  the  plain  below 
a  strong  body  of  the  enemy  under  the  command  of  Don 
-Francis  Orrantia.*  This  officer  had  marched  firom  Que* 
retaro  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  junction  of  Mine 
with  the  patriots  of  the  interior.  His  force  was  seven 
hundred  strong,  but  he  was  too  late  to  eflect  his  object. 


Orrantia  was  Mina't  evil  genins,  whose  dark  shadow  was 
eonstantly  thrown  apoa  his  path,  dafeatiiig  hit  plans,  and  tnrainy  his 
brightest  hopes  into  hitler  disappointmenls. 
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and  at  the  diviabn  teteiad  Sombrero^  he  Mtired  to  ViHa 
de  Leon*  a  eitj  in  the  neighbofhood. 

The  adventurers  were  thirty  days  on  ^e  march  from 
Soto  la  Marina,  during  whieh  they  had  travelled  six  hun« 
dred  and  sixty  miles,  fongfat  a  bloody  battle,  taken  several 
towns,  and  sofiered  many  hardships  by  flood  and  field. 


CHAPTER   IV. 


CvstiiAi.  AttsoouM  BMMget  tht  Fort  tt  Soto  la  Uxdm,-^1>meifiaa 
of  La  Sala*— GallttBt  Deteoo  of  the  Gamaoa— Noblo  Aotioa  of  a 
Mexic^  Womaa— A  Drove  of  Hones  used  as  a  Defence  —  Dle- 
comfitare  of  the  Spaniards  —  Capitulation  of  the  Fort —  Cmel  Treat* 
ment  of  the  Prisoners— They  Plan  an  Escape-— March  to  Vera 
Cnis— The  FalB  of  the  Unfortiuate  Prisoners. 

Attee  the  departure  of  Minai  Don  Jose  Sarda,  who  had 
been  left  in  command  of  the  fort  at  Soto  la  Marina,  pre* 
pared  to  resist  the  enemy^  who  were  advancing  rapidly. 
The  villi^e  of  Marina  was  burned,  and  every  impediment 
cleared  away  fix>m  the,  vicinity  of  the  fidrt,  and  a  herd  of 
cattle  driven  up  for  the  use  of  the  garrison.  Several  Mex>» 
cans  enlisted  in  the  ranks,  and  both  officers  and  men 
were  determined  to  risk  their  fortunes  upon  the  issue  of  the 
siege. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  as  Captain  Andreas,  with  a  party 
of  twenty-five,  was  returning  from  a  foraging  expeditions 
he  was  attacked  by  two  hundred  and  twenty  royalist  troops^ 
and  after  a  gallant  struggle,  the  party  wer6  all  killeii  or 
taken  prisoners,  except  three.  Those  who  had  been  capr 
tured  were  put  to  death  upon  the  spot.  Andreas  was  saved 
upon  condition  of  entering  the  ranks  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  11th  of  June,  General  Arredondo  encamped 
within  three  miles  of  the  fort  with  an  army  composed  of 
one  thousand  in&ntry  and  twelve  hundred  cavahry,  and  was 
supported  by  a  train  of  nineteen  pieces  of  cannon*  The 
garrison  of  the  fort  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
men.    On  the  earthen  waUs  were  three  field  pieces,  two 

(i«i) 
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howitzers,  one  morUr,  and  three  cmnooMdm.*  The  woiki 
intended  for  the  defence  of  the  i«ar  ot  the  fort  were  not 
completed.  On  the  12th,  the  Speniah  general  opened  a  fire 
from  a  diatant  battery,  which  waa  continued  at  intenrala  for 
two  days.  On  die  following  night,  Captain  La  Sala  and 
another  officer  escaped  from  the  fort,  and  went  orer  to  the 
enemy.  A  party  of  three  hundred  c|iraky  approaching  for 
the  purpose  of  driving  off  the  cattle  which  had  been  col- 
leeted.  by  the  besieged,  the  latter  aallied  oii^  and  attadking 
ike  fonner,  compelled  diem  to  retire.  The  traitor  La  Ma, 
being  well  informed  as  to  the  condition  of  the  woiks,  super- 
intended the  erection  of  a  battery  upon  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  river,  from  whi^  on  the  15th,  a  heavy  fiie  waa 
opened  upon  the  rear  of  the  fort  from  twelve  pieces  of 
ordnance.  Another  battery  was  erected  upon  die  left ;  thus 
placing  the  besieged  between  a  cross-fire.  Under  cover 
of  their  cannon  the  enemy's  light  troops  advanced  to  the 
bank  of  the  stream,  and  cut  off  the  garrison's  supply  of 
water.  Mina's  followers  labored  day  and  night  to  complete 
diefar  defences,  keeping  up  a  steady  discharge  from  their 
guns  in  answer  to  those  of  the  hostSe  Knes.  The  heat  was 
extremely  oppressive,  and  they  began  to  suflfer  the  worst 
of  all  tortures,  the  want  of  water,  when  a  Mexican  woman 
perceiving  the  men  fainting  at  their  posts  from  thirst, 
advanced  to  the  stream,  and  amidst  a  heavy  fire  of  mus- 
k^iy,  filled  a  vessel  with  the  sparkling  fluid,  and  bore  it  in 
safety  to  the  exhausted  soldiers.  The  well-delivered  shot 
of  the  enemy  soon  began  to  tell  with  fatal  efiect  upon  the 
walls  of  the  fort.  Several  of  the  guns  were  dismounted, 
and  a  portion  of  the  works  were  leveled  with  the  ground. 
Arredondo,  seizing  the  favorable  moment,  ordered  his  co- 
lumns up  to  carry  the  place  by  storm.  They  advanced 
boldly,  their  trumpets  and  drums  sounding  the  charge; 
die  besieged,  loading  dieir  cannon  widx  musket  balls  to 

■ 
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&e  Verj  mmzky.  arwailed  flMiSr  vfpfomA*  The  SpanfA 
ialaiKby  chnged  to  ividuit  a  Aoft  dislanet)  shoutiiig  ''Vivft 
•1  Aey;"  iriira  vifkia  a  Iwiidred  yards  tiie  garrison  ansirei»i> 
log  t&e«i  witli  the  cry  of  ^^Yrra  la  libertad»  y  Mina^"  d»» 
chaiged  their  guas,  and  Gpread  havoe  through  their  ranks: 
tvopilmg  £nmi  the  jEre,  like  assaihuits  turned  and  fled  in 
terror  and  con&sioii.  RaUjing*  his  troops,  Arredondo  agaitt 
hvoiig^  them  ta  ttie  asssidt,  driring  before  ikem  a  oaval^ 
lada  of  horses  in  ordar  to  ptoilect  them  fiom  the  terribly 
deslnctiTe  foe  of  the  besieged.  Reserving  the  contents 
of  thek  guns  until  Ihe  attaddni^  colunns  were  -within  a  few 
yards,  the  garrison  applied  Hieir  matches  to  the  fetal  tubes^ 
and  a  dieet  of  feme,  followed  by  a  storm  of  iron  hail, 
rained  upon  the  devoted  beads  of  the  advancing  infantry, 
sweepiE^  down  whole  companies  at  every  discharge.  The 
horses  which  were  placed  in  the  front,  maddened  with  pain, 
feared  bade  iq[M>n  the  men,  and  piunging  among  ttnenr 
fines,  fereed  diem  to  retreat  in  disorder.  Again  did  the 
Spanish  leader  bring  his  troops  to  the  assasuh,  and  agaiit 
wiBre  iliey  repulsed  wilfa  great  slau|^iter. 

The  fering  now  ceased  to  both  sides.  The  besiqped 
were  exhausted  by  continued  fetigue ;  maiqr  of  their  can- 
non were  dismounted,  mid  a  great  waaabet  of  d^ir  com- 
panions had  be»  killed  aird  wounded;  several  Mexicans 
fled  from  ^  fcrt,  moved  by  the  same  instinct  wUdb  teadies 
the  rats  to  leave  a  feSmg  house.  CaUing  tibose  (ogeflier 
wIm^l  remained,  Sarda  inquired  if  diey  widied  to  share  the 
fete  of  Ae  garrison?  Ike  rqply  was  w&s&ny  of  the  days 
of  Montezuma:  they  excbdaMd,  '^We  are  ready  to  die 
with  youP'  Taking  advantage  of  flm  eessation  of  hostiK* 
ties,  Arsedondo  sent  a  flag  to  the  foit  wid^  a  formal  demand 
Amp  its  surrender.  The  answer  was  an  unhesitating  refusal* 
Anoth^  messenger  was  sent,  bearing  a  promise  to  spare  the 
Kves  of  ^  bcaseged,  if  they  would  sunender  prisoners  oS 
war.  This  ofier  was  also  rejected;  and  a  third  proposal 
was  made  by  dm  Spsniih,  gsaetsL  WhSe  conferring  wifli 
10 
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4)e  laat,  M^or  Swrda  vw  luAed  bj  an  aid  ^  ArttdmiAe^ 
inAio  iDlonAnd  bin  tkat  Iik  dowmiiibr  did  a«t  imk  Ae 
4e«Uuetipa  of  iD(»a  wko  li»d  feij^t  to  Jbrardly,  and  had 
agdiorised  hm  to  aec^  a&y  tetma  the  ganisMi  mi|^ 

Tbfi  feUo^riog  judides  of  eapituIaHiQii  wcve  than  pw- 
aeat^d  to  ^  wemy'a  mes8«Bgi»r»  aa  tbe  onlytenoa  opoa 
vlioh  Ihfy  could  agree  to  smre&d«r:  ^AU  peiaons.  eonr 
aected  with  tbe  fi»t  of  Soto  la  Maiiaat  were  to  dellTer 
^lefluiehrea  up  aa  pnaonen  of  ufar,  each  one  to  be  tcealed 
aeoordiog  to  hia  rank}  the  o£|cera  being  aUowed  their 
liberty  upon  paiole ;  d^.  Ameiicaaa  to  be  aeat  to  the  UBile4 
States  on  the  fiiat  oppcwtamtj ;  the  Meiicaaa  t»  letire  to 
thdr  boniea  umnoleated;  aU  prirale  property  to  be  rea* 
peeted ;  the,  garriaon  to  aaaieh  out  with  the  hoaors  of  Twr«^ 
These  conditioiia  were  meeeded  to  by  the  en^oy^  who  do^ 
ehgredt  in  preaeftbe  of  the  garyiaoBy  hit  wiUingneea  to  ace^ 
^bmof  and  pledged  hia  honor^  ia  die  naaae  of  hia  genefalf 
that  Ihe  oonditima  ahoald  be  xiali§^usV]r  fulfilled.*  IbTiag 
every  confidence  ia  the  word  of  Qeaenl  AnEedondo,  die 
beai^ged  did  not  demand  a  fonaid  iastnimeat,  i^gned  by 
the  SfMoiA  oofl^aander-^chielL  Mustering  the  ramttaa 
of  the  garrison,  thifty*serea  ia  nnaiben  Mi^  Sarda  ovaoar 
aled  Hit  fort»  aMirehiag  out  with  the  hoaocs  of  war«  Thf 
enemy  w^e  astooiahed  at  the  small  number  of  their  gallaat 
files*  Arredondo,  ndmg  up  to  them,  ioquured»  ^Are  theaa 
all  of  your  men?*'  Betag  answered  ia  the  affinaatiTe^  he 
exdaimed,  in  a  tsoe  of  unfiatgned  surpiiaa,  '<  Is  it  possibla!'^ 
Tbe  loss  of  the  etmny,  in  their  attempt  to  redbioe  Urn  'vmg* 
ai&cant  fortreaa,  was  aix  huadxed  killed  and  wounded. 

At  fimt  the  priaoners  were  treated  miAk  WyHjyak  aad 
reqwot  The  viceroy,  A^aoa,  had  recently  dSmd  a  pai^ 
don  to  ^  diose  who  vouUL  aarreader;  but  at  the  and  of  te 

iWrd  day  after  the  oapitajatien,  they  weie  plaaed  uatfier 
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guards  and  t  portiaii  ci  diem  compalM  to^  draMHA  dut 
ff^  aad  buy  the  dead.  A  abort,  luoe  aAerwmfds  a  party 
of  mea  bek>Bguig  to  tlw  «xpeditioi^  ffho  had  been  capturad 
by  Don  Fdix  k  Gairaai  wcce  bMnie^  in  wad  put  to  deatb 
Among  these  victims  of  a  cruel  and  bloody  poliey  iraa 
Ueuteftaot  Hatehaaaont  an  Americaaky  \vho,~  being  wottnded^ 
vaa  carried  tethe  ground^  asd  dbctas  helay,  nnable  to  stand 
ttpoa  his  tbeL  Abont  the  Ist  df  July  the  captivea  weta 
aemoved  to  Altamirat  and  dosely  guarded.  Consciens  of 
the  perfidy  of  their  foe^  and  'vnH  assmed  of  fte  fiite  irideh 
waited  them,  the  prisoners  determined  to  rise  npcm  theif 
guards^  de^eend  tlia  Pannco  to  Tampicoi  and  there  seiae  a 
veaael  and  sail  for  home.  An  lunar  before  the  appointed 
time,  a  detaehaasant  of  soldiers  entered  their  prison^  and 
bote  tfaam  off  to  separate  places  of  eonfinemeat  in  dJiEerttt 
parta  of  the  town.  Loaded  "adth  chaias,  lih^  so  many  jalliy 
slaTeSy  these  uafortanates  wete  msvched^  nnder  ja  BbNmf 
eacoft,  toward  Ycia  CSraa;  Hey  suffered  lenfldy  mpoa  the 
nuite  ftem  beat,  banger^  thirst,  and  disease.  Th^  miseiy 
aeraaed  to  afibsd  infio^  delight  to  &eir  guards,  vbp  hmrned 
them  onvard  regardless  of  their  pangs.  Some  of  diem 
ioated^  and  nere  bound  to  tiie  horses  of  the  caTalry  wiA 
ropes,  aad  dragged  along.  Others  went  mad,  and  besought 
their  captors  to  end  their  lormei^  by  pittting  them  to  death* 
And  irtiea  at  length  they  anvved  at  Vera  Cmz^ 

*'  So  Imre,  so  withered^  famished  in  the  mareh,** 

ihey  were  ineareetsted  ia  the  dungeons  ot  San  Juan  da 
UUoa,  whieh  wese  aitnated  below  tiie  siitfiM^  ci  the  sea* 
la  these  gloomy  reeeptades»  oMned  togeth^  in  pairs,  da« 
jrired  of  lig^t,  ak,  aad  tri^lasome  ibo4»  )^e  wiet^^ 
prisoners  kmgttisbed,  a  prey  to  hopeless  oiiaarf  sftd  die* 
ease.  When  die  cells  were  opened,  the  s^ptinels  often 
fainted,  overcome  by  the  effluyia  that  issued  from  these 
infernal  pits.  One  day  two  of  the  captives  were  discov« 
ered  lying  side  by  side;  ftey  had   periAed  during  the 
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D%bty  tmkiio^m  eren  to  their  companions. .  The  gorexncft 
of  the  castle,  Don  Juan  Eviai  was  a  perfect  monster,  who 
reftased  to  allow  die  shackles  to  be  removed  from  the  limbs 
of  a  dying  prisoner,  diougfa  requested  to  do  so  by  his  own 
auigeon.* 

At  least  half  of  tiiose  captured  at  Seta  la  Marina  died 
at  Vera  Cruz.  Those  vrko  survived  were  sent  to  %>aia. 
On  Iheir  arrival  at  Cadiz,  the  governor  of  that  city  received 
a  royal  order,  dated  Madrid,  June  11, 1818,  signed  by  die 
Minister  of  War,  setting  forth,  **  That  the  Viceroy  of  New 
fi^ain  having  communicated  his  intention  of  sending  to  the 
Peninsula  the  individuals  attached  to  the  rabble  with  which 
Xavier  Mina  had  invaded  that  kingdom,  who  had  accepted 
tilie  royal  pardon;  dkat  the  individuals  named  in  the  list 
shall,  on  their  asrival  in  Spain,  be  distributed  in  the  Presidios 
of  Cadiz,  Malaga,  Ceuta,  Mellila,  and  Alhucemas :  the  re* 
maining  twelve  to  he  placed  at  the  diqK>sal  of  the  captain* 
general  of  Majcmsa."  This  command  was  literally  obeyed^ 
the  prisoners  being  sent  to  the  different  military  stations  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  where,  loaded  with  chains,  and  linked 
to  the  vilest  malefactors,  they  were  forced  to  toil  during  tht 
remainder  of  their  days.  Some  of  Ihem  preferring  any  fiite 
to  that  which  had  overtaken  Ihem,  fled  to  the  Moon  of  the 
desert,  where  they  defied  Ihe  persecutions  of  Spain. 

As  there  is  no  hei^after  for  nations,  they  are  punished  in 
this  world  for  their  misdeeds ;  and  dreadful  has  been  the 
retribution  poured  out  upon  unhappy  Spain,  who,  cherishing 
with  fatal  fondness  her  ancient  institutions,  is  governed  by 
the  Gothic  prejudices  of  die  middle  ages  rather  than  by  ike 
enlightened  policy  of  modem  times.  A  prey  to  civil  dis^ 
eord  and  foreign  spoliation,  she  stands  a  spectacle  of  fSdlea 
greatness,  humbled  pride,  and  diminished  power. 

*  Memoin. 


CHAPTER  V. 

OoLonii  Gastahoh-— Bitde  of  San  Juan  de  lot  Llanof— Defeat  and 
Doath  of  Cafltaami«-A  Masioaa  CnBtfUB— naader  of  E3  Jnzal  — 
latemew  of  Mina  and  ^e  Patriol  Cklefa-— CoadBcl  of  Tones*** 
Popularity  of  Mina— Polley  of  the  Viceroy— Abortiipe  Attempt 
upon  Tilla  de  Leon— -Siege  of  Sombrero— Sufferinga  of  tilie  Pa- 
triots-Death of  Colonel  Young- ETaeaation  of  the  Fort,  and 
Massacre  of  the  Prisoners. 


Gehbbal  Mwa  was  oordiaUy  welcomed  by  the  com- 
mandant of  Somfarero,  Don  Pedro  Moreno,  who  fiiniiehed 
Ids  men  with  an  almndaot  supply  of  food  for  theraBelvee 
and  horses.  After  remaining  a  short  time  at  the  fortressi 
In  order  to  reendt  hk  weary  foHowers,  Mma  again  took 
file  field  against  the  royalists,  who  wwe  in  strong  force 
in  the  vudnity,  xmder  Colonel  Ve^pe  Castanon,  a  brave» 
energetiCy  and  skilful  officer,  whose  peculiar  merits  had 
obtained  f<»r  him  the  command  of  a  flying  division,  com* 
posed  of  three  hundred  cavalry  and  four  hundred  infantry. 
He  was  allowed  to  act  as  his  judgment  dictated,  being 
independent  of  his  superiors  in  rank,  and  responsible 
to  no  one  but  the  government.  Gastanon  had  been 
^markably  fiMrtunate  in  his  encounten  with  the  patriots, 
4^ating  them  in  every  engagement ;  and  as  he  usually 
celebrated  hii|  triumphs  by  a  general  massacre  of  his 
prisoners,  he  was  held  in  universal  dread  by  the  people 
of  the  country.  When  the  signal  of  his  iqpproac^  was 
given  the  inhaUtants  fled  to  the  mountains;  and  even 
the  fierce  guerillas  shunned  this  formidable  leader,  as  one 
too  dangerous  to  contend  with  in  the  open  fidd. 

On  the  dSth  of  June,  1817,  it  was  rumored  diat  Cas- 
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tanon  was  at  the  town  of  San  Felipe,  forty  mUes  distaiit, 
preparing  to  march  against  Sombrero.  Mina  left  liie 
fort  the  same  evening,  at  the  head  of  three  hundred  and 
thirty  men,  eavahy  and  infantry,  eighty  of  whom  were 
lancers.  On  the  march  they  were  reinforced  by  a  party 
of  footmen  who  were  equipped  in  a  most  primitive  man- 
ner: armed  with  rusty  fire-locks,  some  ot  which  were 
without  fliat«9  bayonets,  or  loduii  wrapped  in  raaged 
Mankets,  these  tatterdemattons  eschibited  but  Mttle  of  the 
pride  and  p<nnp  usually  associated  with  wai4ike  expedi- 
tions. On  the  morning  of  the  following  day,  as  the 
patriots  advanced  toward  the  ruins  of  San  Juan  de  los 
Uanos,  the  enemy  were  descried  marching  in  the  same 
direction.  Under  cover  of  a  low  hill  Mina  formed  bis 
in&mtry  in  two  oohmms,  the  Americans  in  Um  Urbnt, 
supported  by  the  cavalry.  Castanon,  drawing  his  divi- 
sion up  in  fine  of  battle^  began  the  aolion  by  evening  a 
fire  from  two  pieces  of  cannon,  loaded  with  grape^hot* 
Mina  Mdered  his  oohmms  to  advanoe,  wliiefa  they  did  in 
silence^  under  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  and  nmdcetvy,  untQ 
willdn  a  ftw  paces  of  the  hostiie  line,  when,  ddiveiing 
^leir  lire  in  die  faoes  of  Ae  enemy,  they  c^aarged  them 
with  die  bayonet;  the  cavalry,  Mlowing  closely  in  the 
rear,  now  fell  upon  fliem  with  their  dwords  and  laneesi 
and  dashing  among  their  already  cHsordered  ranks,  scat* 
tared  them  in  eveiy  direction  over  the  plain.  Colonel 
OastanoB  received  a  mortal  wound,  and  after  being  car- 
ried by  his  horse  from  the  field,  he  Ml  upon  die  earth 
a  few  leagues  ft^em  the  soene  of  his  disaster,  and  was 
found  weltering  in  his  Mood.  The  loss  of  the  royalists 
in  this  action  wan  three  hundred  and  Airty-nine  killed^ 
and  two  hundred  and  twenty  prisoners ;  they  lost  two 
fLtld  pieces,  five  hundred  muskets,  and  a  quantity  of  am* 
munition  and  baggage.  Mina^s  loss  was  eight  killed  and 
nine  wounded.  During  the  fight,  the  enemy,  having  ex- 
hausted his  shot,  loaded  his  artillery  with  silver  dollars. 
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Md  trei  die  Mitly  niMflM  at  Ihe  patrteii,  «i4m 

ttM»  up  aftte  the  aeti<»»  and  appropriated  llie  eoia  to  a 

wry  diCarottt  puipoMi*^ 

Tha  aewti  of  Adt  brilliaat  affair  spread  rapidly  orm 
Am  eomtrj,  aad  raised  the  Aroopiag  spirit  of  the  Meads 
ef  libei!|y«  The  death  of  Oastaaoii  itself  was  regarded 
as  aa  eepeslal  taerey  ftma  oa  high.  The  reomaat  of 
Gastaaott^s  division  fled  to  the  hadenda  of  El  Jaral,  a 
lovtified  position  abosit  seyea  leagues  northeast  of  Gaa* 
w^nsto.  It  was  ibe  propes^  of  Don  Jaaa  do  Moneada» 
one  of  the  most  opnlent  and  dislingidshed  mesibers  of 
Ae  Mexican  aoMUty.  His  vast  estates  extended  mor% 
a  haadred  auks,  orer  a  ooontry  r«natl:able  fcft  the 
of  ite  soil.  He  eoald  ooimt  his  eattle  npon  a 
thonaaad  hilhs  and  his  vassals  im  a  fanndred  villages4 
The  Marqaie  of  Jaral  wae  a  stsnaeh  royalist)  and  vril^ 
Kttgly  received  the  fhgitives  iikfto  his  paktcioy  which  was 
sHrsMBided  by  a  wall  aad  ditch^  and  d^bnded  by  three 
pieeee  of  ordnaooe«  On  the  let  of  July,  MIna  advanoed 
i^aiast  this  place  with  a  detaehinent  of  three  haadred  meni 
As  the  ganiaon  perceived  Ms  approach  they  todL  to  iight, 
aad  did  net  pause  until  they  reached  the  dty  of  San  Lois 
IMosL  fai  the  luxurious  mansion  of  this  Mexican  Crcesus 
fte  patriot  thief  remained  for  two  diQrs,  living  daintily 
npoa  die  abundant  8apf|lies  the  fortune  of  war  had 
placed  at  his  disposal.  Oa  Ae  third  day  he  returaed 
towaid  Sombr^o,  taking  with  him  a  hunted  and  forty 
thousand  dollars  in  moaeyi  and  a  fow  eattle  to  draw  hia 
wagons.  The  magnifleent  ffarattore,  the  massive  gold 
aad  silver  plate,  the  costly  goods  stored  ia  the  wav^ 
houses,  were  left  untonehedy  by  the  express  command  of 
tile  General. 

On  hie  route  to  fiombrero,  M(na  was  informed  that 
the  most  eminent  leaden  of  the   patriot  party  wore 

•Maaoirt  cf  iai  Isfelattoa. 


a«WNBbled  9k  ike  fortreM,  aaziottfl  to  gseet  kui  retom* 
WhMi  ]m  aixived  at  SomlNrero^  he  wm  wanody  welcomed 
by  the  different  political  chiefr,  who  expreaied  themaehraa- 
daeply  indebted  to  him  for  Ua  diatingaiahed  aarvioea  in 
Ae  cauae  to  which  he  had  devoted  hiiwelf.  Cieneral 
Torces  alaoe  r^arded.  the  slrangar  with  diatmat.  Coft* 
acioiu  of  the  superiority  of  Miaa,  he  felt  fehdced  La  hia 
IK^eooe,  and  hated  him  for  hia  virtaes.  Thia  feeling  ha 
endeaTored  to  hide  oad^  a  great  show  of  didlilyi  ofiarioi^ 
ftt  once  to  place  himaelf  nnder  the  ocfflUBauad  of  the  aao* 
oeBflftil  parti0aB»  who  had  done  more  to  adranoe  the  caoa^ 
in  three  wedu  than  he  had  done  in  aa  many  yean.  Mina 
declared  his  determination  to  nak  his  lifb  and  fbrtattaa 
apon  the  iaflme  of  the  atraggle;  he  called  upon  the 
asaembled  chiefs  to  unita  with  him,  promising  them  aid 
from  abroad,  and  a  aaacesi^il  termination  to  the  war,  if 
they  would  bend  their  ^lergiea  to  Ihe  task,  and  mse  the 
means  the  God  of  battles  had  placed  in  their  hands*. 
The  patriot  leaders,  as  he  spoke,  became  infected  wilii 
the  enthnsiaam  Miiich  glowed  in  the  heart  of  Mina;  and 
when  he  ceased,  amid  the  ex^iressiona  of  appiaiiae  with 
which  they  hailed  his  sentiments,  even  T<Nms,  carried 
away  by  a  momentary  impulse,  left  his  seat,  and  striding 
across  the  room,  g^asppd  the  hand  of  the  general,  and 
exclaimed,  "I  have  six  thousand  men  to  place  under 
jour  orders !"  '<  If  that  be  the  case,"  said  Mina,  "  I  will 
maieh  straight  upon  the  capital/'  Confiding  in  the 
promises  of  the  perfidious  priest,  Mina  advanced  him  a 
^oonsiderable  sum  of  money  in  payment  of  certain  mq^ 
plieB  he  had  pledged  himself  to  furnish  within  a  few 
4ays.  Torres  also  promised  to  raise  an  additiottal  bod^ 
of  troops  to  be  placed  at  the  command  of  the  fenner» 
who  dispatched  Colonel  Naboa  to  Los  Renedios  for  the 
irarpose  of  organizing  the  new  levies. 

The  feme  of  the  patriot  chief  had  by  this  time  spread 
over  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land;  his  exploita 
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htA.  looted  &»  mfmnMMMj  am— gibe  Artaegieg  of  th^ 
Wwra^aad  had  startied  the  alpmhers  of  the  ladiaii  of 
Ae  soulit,  aa  he  reposed  wid^  die  ahude  of  Uie  broad* 
leaved  palm^  on  tbe  borning  plaiaa  of  the  Tiecm  Cali- 
ivlie.  The  mnelmerofl  ftom  tite  revolted  distiiQts  baatened 
to  j<HiL  bis  staadavd ;  and  even  the  priamiera  be.bad  takeii 
m  battle  ^aagerly  united  their  fortiuiefl  I0  thoae  of  the 
naoeeasfiil  rebel.  The  wealthy  and  inteUigent  people  ef 
the  capital  and  lai^  dUea^  who  were  oppoaed  to  iha 
gurenuB^ity  eongvatolated  each  other  apon  the 'appear* 
awie  of  a  laad^  worti^  of  their  esteem  and  eopfidenee* 
The  mad  career  of  Hidalgo  had  filled  them  with  honx>r^ 
MoiehMy  nnwiUing  to  exardse  the  power  fotiane  had 
isreated  him.  with,  had  unwisely  delegated  it  to  a  oorr^pt 
jhHita>  whcee  avarice  was  stronger  than  their  pattiotism, 
with  whom  geld  was  more  potent  than  the  cannon  and 
bayonets  of  the  government.  Teran,  Guerrero,  and  Vic**, 
tocia  ware  hrave,  hpaest,  and  able  men,  but  ambition  and 
jealousy  had  destroyed  their  hopes,  tamidied  the  glovy 
ef  their  achievements,  and  disaster,  defeat,  and  death,  had 
crowned  the  issue  of  tbeir  enterprise.  Ossomrno  and 
Tones  were  mere  freebooters^  whose  hands  were  soiled 
with  the  blood  of  women  and  children,  whose  cruelty  and 
extortions  had  filled  the  land  with  mourning.  In  Mina, 
tihe  chivalrous,  high-souled  Mine,  who  had  already  filled 
two  hemisidieres  with  his  fkme,  the  intelligent  patnot 
beheld  the  champion  under  whose  banners  he  could 
enroll  himself,  assured  of  victory;  and  such,  indeed^ 
would  have  been  the  case  had  the  patriots  risen  ca 
masge^  and  declared  in  his  favor;  but  dreading  the 
power  of  the  Viceroy,  they  were  waiting  for  Mine  to 
advance  upon  the  capital,  when  they  should  have  placed 
IlieiBselves  under  his  comxnajsd  at  this  crisis^ 

The  government  of  Mexico,  alarmed  by  the  continued 
susca^s  of  General  Mna,  resolved  to  abandon  eve^  oAer 
peasqre  and  concentrate  its  eaeq(ies  for  the  destruotiw 
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«r  the  ftmidaMd  eM«r.  Thi  4Mi»  «r  the  flpMfisb  ft»w« 
were  mtuita^d  tot  tfaici  pnrposei  and  pliMied  uider  die 
cewnttAd  of  the  laqpeetor^OeMrel  of  Mioiaoi  Don  Pe»* 
qttel  linan.  . 

Abeat  tilxe  midiffie  of  Jvly^  SBoa  made  a&  atteMlpi 
nfM  Tilkt  de  Leoa^  a  fetiified  WnH  ia  the  Baxie.  He 
advaaced  toward  it  in  the  aigfat,  with  a  fiiree  of  five 
hondred  men  and  one  jneee  of  caimon,  with  the  laMtt* 
tion  of  tddng  the  place  by  viirprise*  A  short  dhrtaaee 
from  th^  tawn»  they  encoant^red  a  pidfiet^ari,  that  had 
been  placed  tqpon  the  road  by  the  enemy,  who  pereehM 
ing  their  approach,  feU  bade,  and  gave  Ibe  alafOh  The 
place  wae  defended  by  a  wall  and  trenches,  and  waa 
innaUy  garrisoned  by  seven  honihred  troops.  As  Ike 
party  drew  near  the  walls  they  were  greeted  by  a  heavy 
discharge  of  ordnance  and  small  arms.  Porttaiiq;  his  men 
into  storming  parties,  MLna  led  them  to  liie  assault,  and 
saeceeded  in  carrying  some  of  the  outward  deftnees,  and 
taking  a  few  prisoners;  and  the  town  would  have  soon 
been  captured,  had  not  the  garrison  at  tiiis  moment  been 
reinforced  by  a  division  of  royalists  on  the  march  to  Sohh 
tn^ro.  This  unexpected  assistance  revived  the  courage 
of  the  besieged,  and  making  a  gallant  diarge,  they  beat 
off  the  rebels,  and  regained  possession  of  the  works.  At 
dawn,  on  the  following  morning,  Mina  drew  off  his  forces 
and  retired  to  lite  fortress,  with  the  loss  of  a  hundred 
men,  killed  and  wounded.  Some  of  the  latter  were  left 
upon  the  field,  and  w«^  put  to  death  by  Ae  enemy^ 
while  JMina  Mberated  the  prisoners  who  had  fhllen  into 
his  hands  during  the  night. 

On  the  Both  of  July,  a  strong  dtvisioa  of  royattsts^ 
tinder  the  command  of  Don  Pasqual  linan^  was  descried 
ascending  the  heights  toward  the  fortress  of  'SombriNro. 
tt  was  composed  of  the  Spanish  reg^ents  of  Saragossa 
and  Navarre,  the  Mexican  regiment  of  Toluca,  and  Hm 
eavaby  of  San  Lois,  Queretaro,  Sierra  Gknfda,  ud  Appafti 


nnOdner  OMeen  fauidred  and  HdHy  islteiirr)  Md  t«rcit« 
kufidred  and  elevto  csvadry.  To  theae  ware  adddd  anotlier 
iMsuMiy  wUeliy  tluNigli  not  engi^od  In  tlie  id«ige,  tfius  ft 
part  of  linan's  cN«imaiid.  The  wh<^  amonntad  to  Ikrea 
lluMttaiid  five  Inuidred  and  fbrty-ono  men;  linan  also 
kad  t«i  flold-piecea  and  two  howitsera.  tSondbiraro  waa 
•ttttidod  npOR  Ae  aaminit  of  a  lii]I»  eloTttted  abore  tke 
plaiti  of  Leon  aboi^  a  thovusand  feet.  On  the  nordi  waa 
*  range  of  heigktBi  tirited  to  the  foitreaa  by  a  mumw 
pats,  flkfrted  by  steep  predpioes.  On  die  eaatam  aide  it 
was  bounded  by  an  immense  barranda,  or  ravine,  throogh 
the  bottom  of  whidi  flowed  a  rivolet,  ftom  whidi  the 
gonison  obtained  tiieir  supply  cf  water*  The  soath^u 
fhee  of  the  hi&  waa  very  steep^  and  divided  below  &a 
Ibtt  into  two  promontories,  wlilch  projeoted  into  the  plain. 
On  ihe  west  the  boldness  of  Hke  ascent  presented  a  for* 
■ndable  impediment  to  the  advance  at  an  enemy.  The 
aaoseway  connecting  the  fort  with  tiie  hills  was  defended 
by  a  wan,  flatdced  1^  cannon,  which  rahed  tiie  pass.  On 
the  sommit  of  a  conical  motind,  which  waa  sitnated  with'* 
in  the  ftnrt,  was  another  piece  of  ordnance,  wldch  also 
commanded  the  canseway,  whidi  was  the  entrance  to  Aa 
fort.  Seventeen  crooked,  rough,  and  ndsshapen  guns  wnra 
planted  upon  different  parts  of  the  defences.  The  qiiar- 
ters  of  the  solders,  the  magazine,  and  hospital,  were 
constructed  on  the  soutib  of  the  conical  hill,  and  ware 
sheltered  by  4ie  prelecting  rodcs  among  which  they  were 
built.  The  garrison  of  Sombrero  consisted  of  six  hun* 
dred  and  fifty  men;  there  were  also  three  hundhred  women, 
children,  and  laboras,  who  had  been  enqployed  in  repair- 
ing the  woxln.  Tones  bad  failed  to  send  the  pronused 
suppfies,  and  there  were  but  ten  days'  rations  tn  the  fort 
when  the  siege  began. 

The  enemy  proceeded  to  invest  tihefort  by  surtonnding 
it  on  all  sides.  On  an  elevation,  facing  the  entrance, 
th^  raised  a  battery  of  seven  places  6f  ordnanoci  near 
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-mbkik  WM  the  eanp  of  Ae  regloMnt  of  SttapMM,  and 
a  diTUiion  of  oavaby.  At  this  pdnt  linaa  establiahed 
his  head-quarterB.  On  the  south  side,  at  iik&  bifiucatiom 
of  the  hilly  the  regiment  of  Tolnca  and  thioe  fanndred 
ho^e  were  intrenched  behind  a  ied<Rd>t»  mounted  by  H 
single  jttece  of  artillery.  This  Avisioii  was  eommanded 
by  the  brigadi^  Negrete.  The  third  division,  eompoeed 
of  the  Navafrese,  and  three  hni^bed  and  seventjr-niae 
oaTebyy  was  posted  in  fte  barranca.  A  corps  of  Ught 
troops,  under  Colonel  Rafal,  traversed  the  country  be- 
tween Los  Remedios  and  Sombrero,  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  off  the  comnranication  between  the  two  fortresses. 
On  tiie  Slst,  linan  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  riiot  and  shdi 
from  his  batteries,  which  was  returned  at  intervals  by 
the  besieged.  The  firing  was  kept  up  f<nr  several  dqre 
without  doing  much  nuschief,  the  people  in  the  fort  be* 
ing  sheltered  by  the  conical  hill.*  On  the  5th  of  August, 
the  Spanish  general  ordaped  an  assault  upon  the  northern 
part  of  the  works.  His  troops  were  opposed  by  Ifina  at 
the  head  of  the  garrison,  who  repulsed  the  enemy,  not'- 
withstanding  they  made  a  gallant  effort  to  cany  the 
place  by  storm.  Retiring .  behind  their  batteries,  they 
renewed  the  contest  by  throwing  a  continued  stream  of 
shot  into  the  fort. 

The  Bufferings  of  die  besieged  soon  became  intoler^ 
able.  There  was  not  a  drop  of  water  to  be  procured* 
except  that  which  was  brought  from  the  rivulet  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ravine,  along  which  was  placed  a  line  of 
wakeful  sentinels.  At  midnight,  when  ail  was  silent  in 
the  hostile  camps,  a  party  of  half-famudied  men  wouU 
steal,  under  cover  of  the  darkness,  into  the  barranca,  and, 
after  a  fierce  struggle,  succeed  in  obtaining  a  partial 
supply  of  the  invaluable  element.  The  horses  and  cattle 
ran  mad  for  the  want  of  it.    Sometimes  days  passed 
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before  Ihe  sdUB^rs  cotild  reaeh  Ae  streandet,  whose  -waters 
were  more  vtdtied  Aaii  tiio0e  wliioh  flowed  over  the 
golden  Bands  of  Pa<^hi8.  The  rainy  seaaon  had  already 
eommencedi  but  it  seeined  to  rain  every  where  save  tipcm 
die  hill  ef  Somfarcnro;  tike  elonds,  aa  they  hung  above 
their  heads,  were  watehed  with  eager,  uptor^ed  faees, 
pale  with  intense  suffering;  the  women  brought  the  im* 
ages  of  their  saints  and  besought  of  them  that  aid  Which 
€vod  alone  could  bestow;  the  heavy  masses  of  vapor 
discharging  a  few  drops,  passed  onward,  and  bmrsting 
over  the  enemy's  camp,  deluged  it  with  plenteous  show- 
ers.  A  few  miles  off,  the  sufferers  beheld  the  lake  of 
Lagos ;  its  cool  walirars,  glistening  in  Ihe  sun^  seemed  to 
moidc  their  agony.  Several  6f  the  Mexicans,  unable  to 
endure  the  horrors  of  the  siege,  deswted  from  the  fort. 
The  enemy,  who  could  look  down  upon  them  from  a 
neighboring  height,  were  acquainted  with  the.  condilion 
of  die  besieged,  and  kq^t  itp  a  galling  fire  from  their 
eannon  and  a  company  of  light  troops  posted  among 
the  pocks.  Miaa  had  placed  a  red  flag  upon  the  highest 
pinnacle  of  the  fbrtress  as  a  signal  of  Ins  intention  to 
hold  out  to  the  last.  Some  of  linan's  officers,  who  had 
formerly  eq}oyied  the  friendship  of  the  patriot,  sought 
an  interview  with  him,  and  endeavored  to  persuade  him 
to  yield;  pointii^  to  the  flag  which  floated  on  the  hill, 
he  expressed  his  resolution  to  conquer  or  to  die  in  the 
struggle  to  which  he  had  devoted  himself  On  the  night 
of  the  8di  Afina  made  a  sortie  at  the  head  of  two  hun^ 
dred  and  forty  men,  and  attacking  Negiete's  position, 
carried  the  redoubt  behind  which  he  was  intrenched; 
but  a  portion  of  Ms  troops  reftised  to  advance,  and  he 
was  forced  to  retire  before  a  heavy  fine,  leaving  several 
killed  and  wounded  on  the  ground.  The  next  day  the 
latter  were  taken  in  front  of  the  fort  mnistrangled  by  die 
orders  of  the  royalist  commandor.*    In  the  meantime 
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the  proiwoM  •(  the  gammon  wer^  cMuoaod,  and  40 
piagft  of  kwgcir  were  added  te  thoee  o{  thir»t.  Hie 
tveadier9tti  Tones  failed  to  Bend  the  prombed  0ap[^e», 
and  fieeoied  detenniiied  to  }eare  the  pe4ariot»  of  Spmbreee 
to  their  &te.  He  had  made  <Mie  atteoyit  to  rdieve  them, 
but  falling  into  ^  ambneh  near  Sili^s  his  im«  vera 
routed  and  oat  to  pieees. 

About  the  middle  of  Atigust,  Mina  left  the  fcntresa 
{a  the  ni^t  for  the  piirpose  of  procmiog  food  for  hia 
fimuahing  fellovwa.  He  was  aoeompantrd  by  the  csv- 
ally  of  his  divisioiiy  under  Ciqitains  Boijia  and  Orteas. 
He  seoa  x^aed  the  neoewary  suppUea,  and  attempted  to 
threw  them  into  the  fort,  bat  without  sueoess,  aa  every 
eyeirae  awanaed  with  Ihe  hostile  troq;^^  The  besiegeds 
reduced  to  ibfi  last  extremity,  killed  their  horses,  asses, 
and  eten  their  dogs,  and  greedily  devoured  them*  The 
munnurs  of  the  women,  and  the  eries  of  the  ehjldren« 
eiqpiring  from  thirst,  were  more  terrible  than  the  thunder 
of  the  enemy's  oannen.  Some  of  the  men  beeame  de* 
liiious,  end  resorted  to  the  laati  and  most  disgusting  ex* 
pedient  in  order  to  fueneh  their  bvoiiing  thirst. 

In  this  eonditiott  <^  aflhirs,  Colonel  Young*  who  oem'^ 
mended  in  Mna's  absMiee,  sent  a  flag  to  Generid  LJnan, 
offering  terms  of  e^itolatiofi.  The  eniroy  retufiyed  wiA 
the  ultimatum  of  the  nqraUst,  wiiieh  wae  that  Ae  fo* 
reigners  must  suirmder  at  dueretion.  The  Mexieana 
were  offered  the  royal  pasdon.  The  stiffiaeii^p^  of  the 
women  and  diildren  softened  even  Aa  hearts  of  the 
eaenqr,  who  permitted  them  te  deaeend  hiAo  the  lavin^i 
but  forbid  their  carrying  wUer  to  the  garrison.  The 
mnununition  <^  the  fort  was  almost  exhausted ;  for  sev* 
oral  days  they  hftd  loaded  their  guns  with  the  eneo^'e 
shot,  dug  out  from  the  side  of  the  hUt.  The  WaH  wUeh 
protected  tiie  main  entranoe  wae  battered  down,  wid  a 
fiur  breadi  made  in  the  woriks* 

On  the  18th  of  August,  linan  again  attempted  to 


BSATS  ^  GOMMHSI^  TtUKa  lit 

4tjMm  tha  tetrevi.  At.  Bocndiy  hm  iafa:tt^»  piovidad 
mtb  seaUog  laddei«»  adrafteed  in  tbree  eakunns  upon 
tbe  aoar^em,  ^Ast^nu  and  Mutbem  sidev  of  the  kill; 
their  botfleB  oonnded  the  ohnige^  aB4  a  Uaefc  flac,  Ite 
iymbo)  of  e^cletmjpiiattoiiy  wm*  diapli^ed  ia  their  midst 
The  gameim,  rei^orving  their  fire,  e^reeted  tbeia»  i«hea 
^oae  to  the  waUa,  with  ^  dischajrge  of  eaanoa  aad  mae- 
ketry  that  eent  them  back  in  coufiuaQii.  A  heavy  &11  ef 
rain  rendering  the  gona  iw»^eee,  the  eoemy  ugain  adt? 
Taoioed  to  the  bpoaoh;  but  the  ahoww  had  paased  before 
Ihey,  reached  the  waU»>  and  they  were  a  eeeond  tiaw 
repnlaed  with  great  Mangbter.  bi  the  laat  attaoh»  Ooknud 
Yonng,  the  gallant  eoinniandaat  of  the  fort,  waa  hilled 
while  cheeiixig  his  men  to  the  fight.  The  atnich  of  the 
dead  bodies  that  ley  around,  eaeposed  to  a  tropieal  sim, 
now  rendered  the  atmosphere  too  poisonous  to  be  inhaled 
with  safety,  and  the  vultures  that  hovered  above  the  fatal 
hill  were  impatient  to  begin  their  horrid  banquet.  The 
hospital  was  filled  with  the  sick  and  wounded ;  searcely 
a  hundred  men  remained  who  were  able  to  p^orm  their 
duty.  To  attempt  a  longer  defence  oi  the  fortress  would 
have  been  madness.  Lieutenant  Ccdonel  John  Davis 
Bradbum,  who  now  assumed  the  eommand,  determined 
to  evacuate  the  place  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  the  night  of  the  19th  of  August,  1817,  the  patriots, 
now  reduced  to  a  few  miserable  wretches,  issued  fir<»n  the 
fort,  and  leaving  their  wounded  comrades  behind,  they 
descended  into  the  barranca.  The  hill  was  wrapped  in 
darkness ;  not  a  star  shone  above  to  Bght  tiiem  on  their 
way;  all  was  silent  as  the  tomb  as  the  fiigitives  fdt  their 
passage  down  the  precipitous  sides  of  the  ravine.  The 
gleam  of  the  enemy's  watch-fires,  and  the  drowsy  caD  of 
the  sentinel,  alone  indicated  the  proxinnty  of  the  foe. 
As  they  were  pressing  onward,  the  silence  which  pre- 
vailed was  suddenly  interrupted  hf  tiie  screams  of  women 
and  children,  followed  by  the  rattling  of  musketry,  and 
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ibe  groans  of  ibe  woimded  ttnd  dying.  Seized  vif¥k  a 
panic,  the  soldiers  threw  down  their  weapmis  and  fled, 
they  knew  not  whither ;  some  of  them,  bewildered  In  die 
darkness,  crawled  back  to  the  fatal  hill,  and  were  taken 
by  the  eskeray ;  others,  as  llie  day  broke,  found  themselves 
apon  the  opposite  side  of  tiie  barranca ;  but  the  royaBsts 
were  on  the  alert,  and  many  of  them  were  ridden  down, 
or  sabred  by  their  cavalry.  A  few  fortunate  individuals, 
fikvored  l^  a  dense  log,  made  their  escape. 

General  linan,  entering  Sombrero,  ordered  the  wound- 
ed to  be  put  to  death ;  and  after  forcing  the  prisoners  to 
demolish  the  works  tbat  remained,  he  disposed  of  them 
in  the  same  cruel  manner.  On  the  22d,  the  Spanish 
general  retbed  to  Villa  de  Leon  in  triumph.^ 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

M ncA  R«eruiti  another  Corp*  <^  Capture  of  Bichooo  and  San  Liile-— 
Skinnialiinf  with  Otnurtia*— Linan  Besiegea  Loa  Semedioe— Boi»- 
IkrfBMiil  of  the  Feit--* Night  Attack  apon  Gaamjiiato^Cowaidiea 
of  the  Soldieij— Conflagration  of  the  Yaleaeiaaa  Mine— Perfidy 
of  a  Mexican  Prieat—  Mina  ia  Sarpiiaed  and  Captoied  by  OrnH^ 
tia — Baibarity  of  that  Officer— Cloaing  Scene  of  Mina'a  Life  — 
Bomhardment  of  Remedioa  Renewed— ^Gonflicta  between  the  Hoe- 
tile  Foreea-*  Abandonment  of  the  Fert— Horrible  CraeUy  of  th^ 
Yielor*— Sarraider  of  Janxilla  to  tlia  Snemy-^NoUe  Condaot  of 
a  Spanidi  Leader* 

While  these  eyenta  were  in  progress  at  Sombrero, 
ICua,  unable  to  relieve  the  garrison,  marched  to  Lou 
Kemedios,  where  he  found  his  compatriot,  Torres,  busily 
engaged  in  preparing  his  stronghold  for  a  siege.  Moved 
by  the  earnest  solicitations  of  the  former,  the  padre  raised 
a  considerable  body  of  cavalry,  and  placed  them  at  his 
disposal. .  These  troops  were  destitute  of  discipline,  and 
armed  and  equipped  as  it  suited  their  individual  fancies : 
some  carried  lances  of  formidable  dimensions ;  others 
escopetas,  lassos,  and  long  knives,  with  which  they  did 
terrible  execution  when  engaged  at  close  quarters ;  their 
horses,  badly  kept  and  trained,  made  scarcely  as.  gallant 
an  appearance  as  themselves : 

**  A  set  of  meonted  acaieeiowa. 
So  bare,  ao  withered,  fiunished  in  the  march. 
Their  axecutora,  the  greedy  erowa. 
Flew  o'er  their  heada,  impatient  for 
Their  lean  iaheritaaoe.** 
11  (161) 
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Jtfina  endeavored  to  reduce  this  motley  force  to  iome  kind 
o{  order;  he  formed  them  into  three  squadromi;  those 
armed  with  escopetas,  or  carbines,  were  formed  into  an 
advance  and  rear  guard;  those  provided  with  lances 
were  placed  in  the  centre. 

The  patriot  left  Los  Remedies  toward  the  end  of 
August,  at  the  head  of  nine  hundred  men,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cutting  off  tike  eommuBication  between  the  army 
under  linan  and  the  southern  provinces.  His  iBrst  move- 
ment was  against  Kcocho,  a  fortified  positioiiy  which  h^ 
took  by  storm,  and  put  a  portion  of  the  gamson  to  the 
eword.  From  thence  he  marched  to  the  village  of  fian 
Luis  de  la  Paz,  then  occupied  by  tiie  enemy.  As  the 
£vision  advanced,  the  royalists  took  possession  of  the 
church  and  the  adjoining  cemetery,  which  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  wall  and  ditch,  crossed  by  a  drawi»idge. 
Dismounting  his  cavalry,  Mina  ordered  them  to  the 
assault ;  but  unused  to  this  kind  of  warfare,  they  recoBed 
before  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  took  shelter  behind  some 
ruined  houses,  where  they  remained,  in  defiance  of  the 
threats  and  commands  of  their  leader.  Determined  to 
capture  the  place,  Mina  opened  a  covered  way  from  the 
ruins  to  the  ditch,  and,  gaining  the  drawbridge,  the  roy- 
alists surrendered.  Three  of  the  prisoners  were  put  to 
death ;  the  rest  were  liberated  upon  parole. 

The  general  next  threatened  San  Miguel  el  Grande, 
but  learning  that  Don  Francisco  Orrantia  was  marching 
toward  him  with  a  strong  force,  he  dismissed  a  part  of 
his  guerillas,  and  hovering  upon  the  enemy's  rear,  he 
annoyed  them  until  they  entered  Irapuato.  He  then 
retired  to  the  town  of  Santiago,  where  he  had  appointed 
a  rendezvous. 

In  the  meanwhile  linan,  having  recetved  reinforce- 
ments, advanced  against  Los  Remedies,  and  conmienced 
the  siege  on  the  last  day  of  August.  Tlds  fortress  was 
situated  upon  a  lofty  height^  overlooking  the  plain  of 
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Slao ;  it  w»i  duHy-fidx  milM  b6m  Hm  «ity  of  GaaMgmita, 
and  fll^-fouff  fiom  Sombrero.  The  regolar  enlraiioe  to 
the  pliMse  was  l^*  a  .gateway,  defended  1^  oaanon,  aad 
flanked  by  poreoipiees  of  fiigbtftd  depth.  FVom  tbis  poin^ 
which  was  called  La  Cuevai  the  place  wae  readeied 
inaccesfltMe  until  the  road  reached  a  bottery  aboTe,  CflUed 
Santa  Boealia;  a  wall  extended  fStom  the  latter  to  Ae 
0iuiuiiit  of  the  lull|  which  was  crowned  by  a  breastwork 
and  two  pieeee  <^  ordnance ;  between  the  gate  and  th^ 
]mnade  of  the  A»^  were  two  other  batteries,  mooaisd 
wUh  one  and  two  gons;  near  the  breastwork  was  anodier 
passage^  which  led  to  the  plain;  in  the  fort  was  a  well» 
containing  mi  ample  supply  of  water,  and  the  magaaines 
wcve  filled  to  oTerflowing  with .  ptovisions ;  a  large  num* 
ber  of  sheep,  swine,  and  homed  cattle,  had  been  coUectsd 
by  the  provident  Torres  from  the  adyaceat  ranchos;  the 
garrison  consisted  of  fifteen  hnmbed  soUien,  which,  to^ 
getber  with  the  lehaten  who  had  been  engaged  in  re« 
pairing  the  wwks,  and  the  women  aad  diildren,  swelled 
Ihe  besieged  to  three  IhiMsand  souls. 

The  enemy  encamped  on  the  idain  in  firant  of  the 
fiyrtress,  and  taking  pbssesfiCBi  of  the  a^H^ning  hei|^itsv 
erected  a  battery  of  five  guns  upon  one,  which  commanded 
(he  highest  point  of  ihe  weeks.  Bekw  this  on  the  side  of 
the  hill,  they  planted  several  jHoees  of  heavy  cannon 
which  raked  the  defences  fiwn  the  gateway  to  the  snmnut 
Their  lii^t  troops  occiqiied  every  available  poulien  upon 
the  opposite  verge  of  the  precipice,  from  whence  they 
annoyed  the  besieged  whenever  th^  exposed  themselves. 
The  thunder  of  great  ordnance,  and  the  sharp  rattle  of 
muskety  proclaimed  that  the  enemy  had  completed  his 
preparations.  The  patriots  answered  their  fire  with 
spidt,  and  fbr  several  days  the  hiUs  re-echoed  with  the 
snllen  roar  of  the  cimflict  Notwithstanding  the  energy 
widi  which  he  pooled  in  his  fire,  linan  discovend  at  the 
end  of  a.lbrtnigh^  Aat  ha  had  niade  but  a  slight  impressKMl 
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i^a  tlM  Ibit.  Beooo&ig'iiilpslient,  lie  resolved  to  feittempt 
«i  ftMairit.  On  die  2Mi  of  September  U>  eoltimtts  advaae^ 
nd  towwd  the  irall  undercover  of  a  tresbtend^Mia  d&i^aige 
of  heavy  miflBiles,  They  were  met  by  the  gaitiBon,  aad 
kiftef  a  gaUant  eontest  of  Ihree  hoar*  diey  were  repalsed 
HwiCh  a  severe  Iom.  Hie  royalist  commander  next  at* 
lempled  to  blow  xxp  the  wbfks,  bat  the  mine  exploded  and 
killed  the  engineers.  His  gmis  having  effected  a  breach 
in  the  wall  which  stretched  skmg  the  side  of  the  hill,  he 
endeavored  to  enter  it  at  the  point  of' the  bayonet,  but 
without  sQocess ;  flie  besieged  displaying  a  j^aianx  more 
impenetrable  than  the  firmest  rampart.  Drawing  off  his 
troops,  linan  retired  to  his  camp,  mortified  by  the  issoe  of 
his  enterprise.  The  patriots  elated^tii  their  victory,  saUied 
out  in  the  Bdght,and  assailing  the  besiegers  in  front  and  rear, 
drove  them  from  an  intrendBnent,  and  spiked  the  cannon 
whi<&  had  threatened  Ac  destraction  of  some  of  their  best 
defences.  Xinan  who  had  learned  to  respect  the  valor  of 
his  adversaries,  contented  himself  with  keeping  np  a  heavy 
fire,  and  carefully  guarding  against  a  surprise  ftom  Mina, 
who  was  interoep^g  his  supplies,  and  eutliAg  off*  aB  his 
resoorees,  passing  here  and  Acre  witii  tiie  rapidity  <^  a 
veteran  guerilla. 

On  ihe  10th  of  October,  Orrantia  left  Us  oantooments 
at  Iriq^uata,  and  advanced  to  the  hacienda  of  La  Gaja, 
dien  occiqpied  by  IMGna,  with  a  force  of  eleven  hundred 
men.  The  place  was  surrounded  by  a  wall,  having  a 
small  gate  upon  one  side ;  posting  a  part  of  his  men  h^rOi 
and  another  upon  an  eminence  in  the  rear,  Mina  placed 
his  main  body  on  either  hand  of  the  road  in  a  field  of  com. 
Oirantia  attacking  the  party  at  the  gate  drove  them  within, 
and  entering  after  them  took  up  a  position  in  the  encio* 
sore.  The  patriot  leader  now  chaiged  vrith  two  hundred 
and  fifty  men ;  at  this  m<»ttent  a  squadron  of  cavalry  cama 
up  and  the  rear  guard  becoming  alamed,  turned  and  fled, 
leaving  their  chief  alcme,  vidio  was  forced,  however  lehie^ 
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tmAf  toTctviey  or  to  fi|^  againrt  overwlielming  nmnbcim^ 
Lesmm^  ftom  MMne  inhabitaute  of  Ouani^ciato  iwho  w^w 
qf  iImb  patriot  partf ,  that  Aie  enemy  reeeived  a  laige 
poitioQ  of  Husbt  MolpphtB  flom  fliat  oity.  General  Mima 
lesdved  to  ci^tore  tfiat  ancient  and  ppcdent  tcywn.  He 
eomnuinlcated  Mb  design  to  TonM,  -wlio  disapproved  of  it, 
aaseftiBg  that  Ae  enty  -waj  to  raise  tke  siege  oi  Remediog 
was  to  attack  the  Spanidi  eamp.  fVom  diesmall  nnmber 
of  troops  at  Us  dtaposal,  and  die  strength  of  the  enenqr's 
position^  Mna  was  not  prepared  to  risk  an  engagement 
With  linan,  and  Iheielbre  declared  his  intention  of  carrying 
e«t  hb  original  purpose.  Tones^rejoioed  at  the  opportontty 
ef  tiiwaiting  the  man  he  hatedi  ordered  his  sateUitea  te 
withdraw  thdr  fiovoes  nnless  an  assanlt  was  made  upon 
flie  besieg»s«  Glosely  followed  by  Orrantia,  &e  patriot 
leader  reached  La  Mina  de  la  Loa  on  the  night  of  the  2Sd 
af  October.  It  was  a  solitary  spot  among  the  moontains ; 
here  he  was  joined  by  a  reinforcement  which  swelled  has 
ibroe  to  fliirteen  hundred  cavalry  and  (me  hundred  infhntiy; 
Hie  eity  of  Guanajuato  is  situated  on  the  S«rra  Santa 
Rosa;  it  was  foimded  in  lft45,  and  invested  with  the  privi** 
leges  of  a  dty  in  1741.  Its  population  at  the  time  of 
llitta's  attempt  upon  it,  was  about  thirty-five  thousand 
souls.  Near  it  were  some  of  die  most  productive  mines 
of  Mexico;  from  1756  to  1808,  it  was  computed  that  they 
yidded  one  hundred  and  sixty^ve  milHons  of  piastres. 

Surrounded  by  lofty  and  rugged  moimtains,  the  city  is 
concealed  from  view  until  you  enter  the  defile  of  MarfiL 
The  streets  are  narrow  and  tortuous,  fcdlowing  die  wind- 
ings ef  the  ravine  in  vtHbich  it  is  built.  A  stream  of  water 
iows  through  the  town,  which  sometimes  rises  to  a  dan* 
forous  elevation. 

Descending  the  heights  about  eleven  o'dodc,  the  ad» 
vanoe  of  Mina's  division  entered  the  defile,  halting  until 
the  main  body  came  up;  they  moved  on  in  silenee,  only 
Interrupted  by  the  sentinds  calfing  oat  the  ^ttaia.    Abeul 
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midiiifl^ti  tbejr  Burpn^eA  and  oaptored  an  on^tpmstf  but  att 
before  the  ulana  wae  glTcm*  The  garriMm  of  Ae  plaee 
^[Mned  a  fire  upon  them,  which,  owing  to  the  darlmeflB^ 
diid  no  great  misohief*  MiiiA  ordered  hhi  men  to  prem  on; 
bat,  initead  of  obeying,  they  stood  in^es<^ate,  inseneible  to 
the  entreaties  or  commands  of  ^eir  kader.  Dajdii^t 
fiNQid  them  in  thb  position,  and  fearing  liie  adTa»oa  of 
Qirantiay  Mina  was  forced  to  retreat.  He  diendssad  his 
fbUowers  in  diegnst,  after  bitterly  reproaching  his  oSEtmfBf 
to  whose  cowardice  he  attribiited  his  failure* 

During  the  retreat,  Ci^tain  Bncamaeien  Ortia  ascended 
the  heights,  and  in  imitation  of  he  that  '^  fired  the  Epka* 
sian  dome,"  wantonly  set  fire  to  Ac  works  of  the  famoda 
Valenciana  mines,  which  yielded,  an  annual  revenne  of 
half  a  xmllion  of  dollars.  This  act  of  Vandaliam  provt>ked 
the  general,  one  of  whose  fixed  {Hindples  it  was,  to  ra- 
speot  die  property  of  private  individuak.  Retaining  a 
small  eseorti  Mina  retired  to  die  randio  ot  El  VenaiKtOf— 
then  occiq>ied  by  hb  friend  Don  Mariano  Henera,  whose 
states  had  been  laid  waste  by  Orrantia,  and  who  had 
been  obliged  to  ransom  his  life  fay  the  payment  9i  twentjr 
thousand  dollars.  These  iiyvies  served  to  canfinn  Ua 
hatred  toward  the  minions  of  the  ungrateful  prince  who 
ruled  the  destinies  of  his  country. 

As  Mina  passed  through  a  small  pueblo,  he  was  saluted 
by  the  village  priest,  who  inquired  his  destination^  Aware 
of  the  treacherous  character  of  the  brotheiliood,  he  respect- 
fbUy  evaded  the  question.  The  padre,  suspecting  his 
iDUte,  mounted  his  mule  in  haste,  and  posting  to  Silao,  in- 
formed Orrantia  of  the  probable  terminaticni  of  his  march. 
When  Mina  arrived  at  the  rancho,  he  ordered  his  oavaby 
to  turn  their  horses  into  the  fields,  and  to  eneao^i  upon  a 
amaU  plain  in  advance  of  the  farm-house. 

It  had  always  been  the  custom  of  Aie  general  to  share 
the  hardships  of  his  men^  in  camp  and  bivouac,  but  this 
nifl^  he  slqpt  apart  from  them  in  the  dwelling  of 


^nd.  M  iba  4«wq  of  di^^,  on  tbe  STth  ef  Oetdber,  1817, 
OcraAtia  entered  Ibe  retired  valley  in  whidi  the  umeiuH 
peotiBg  patiiote  were  repoaingy  and  oIuusgiBB  upon  tbem 
«itjbi  bis  04iiedioB0,  put  them  to  flifht.  Awakened  by  the 
uoiiWy  Mlna  nished,r  half-^resaed  aad  unarmed,  from  tbe 
lioof»e,  and  peroeived  bia  ioUowen  flying  in  all  direotions, 
pUMued  by  the  enemy,  fie  mideavored  to  rally  themh^ 
eareleifl  of  Us  own  danger,  be  waa  calUng  to  them  to  ludt, 
when  be  wai^  overtaken  by  a  dragoon,  and  fcieed  to  yield 
Mnttolf  into  the  hands  of  Ins  deadly  Ibetf.  Qrrantiflt 
•lated  by  bin  eueeew,  eould  not  Irefrain  fiom  insulting  hinit 
and  oven  forgot  faimaelf  ao  far  ae  to  beat  his  unanaed  aad 
piinoned  prisoner  with  bis  sword  1* 

^  I  regret,"  said  the  fiiltoi  chief,  ^  being  a  prisonet,  but 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  one  regardless  of  bis  eharaoter  as 
n  soMier  and  a  Spaniacd,  renders  the  misjfortmie  doubfy 
boon.'' 

Fourteen  of  Afina^s  eseort  wwe  taken  aad  massaeved 
upofei  the  spot}  among  these  was  D<ni  Pedro  Moreno,  the 
fcNrmer  oonunandaot  of  Sombrero,  whose  head  was  stridcea 
ifom.hia  body  and  raised  upon  a  pole.  Mina  wa«  oarried 
to  Silao,  wb^re  he  was  treated  as  no  brave  man  would 
tveal  a  gallant  enemy.  Shortly  afterwards,  he  waa  senA 
to  Ziaan's  eamp,  before  Remedies.  The  ciqpture  of  tho 
distinguished  rebd  waa  regarded  by  the  government  aa 
tho  meet  important  event  of  tho  war.  Te  Denms  were 
song  in  the  ohurdies,  iUnnnnatieas,  bon-flres,  and  voUeya 
of  eaaaon  proelaimed  the  triumph  of  the  royalists  threufl^ 
oat  the  land. 

On  tho  nth  of  November,  1617,  Mina,  attended  by  n 
guard,  advaneed  with  an  undaunted  bearing  to  the  plaoo 
of  oirectttimi;  and  ehixging  the  spldi«va  to  take  geod  aim, 
he  added,  ealmly, '« Do  not  let  me  mttet/*  The  signal  was 
given,  and  the  soul  of  the  gallant  warriiNr,  rudely  dlvoroed 
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fir4m  kb  body,  took  it«  ffigbt  urto  the  Mgiont  «f  tibo  m- 
knowtt  fbture.  Wken  tko  tidings  of  Mina'tt  <U1  readied 
Spain,  Ferdinand  irewainled  tbe  Aragoon  vAu^  had  dbptoMd 
)iim  with  a  peiiBion,  decorated  liaaa  and  Orraatia  with 
nrflitary  croeeee,  and  created  Apodaoa  CamU  dd  Ventdih. 

The  eiege  of  RemedioB  had  now  continued  two  mondtt 
and  a  hal^  and  itiil  ihe  place  held  oat  in  diBianee  of  a 
ooBfllaat  Are  poored  into  its  defences.  Ilirowiap  tiie 
whole  wdght  of  their  shot  upon  the  eartam  liiat  extended 
from  Saito  Rosalia  1o  the  breaetwork  npon  the  iommit  of 
the  hill,  the  enenqr  snoceeded  in  making  a  breadi  in  it^  on 
flie  moraiag  of  tiie  Idth  of  November.  Calling  ont  to  d^ 
besieged,  to  '<  confess  themselves,  ibr  their  hoar  was  o(»De,'* 
dM  royalists,  aboat  noon,  advanced^  in  four  diTisidns, 
agazBst  the  gateway  at  La  Gueya,  the  breastwork,  and  tiie 
bieadi  in  dio  wall,  in  front  of  their  oohimns,  die  ondnoaii 
black  flag  waved  its  gloomy  folds,  announcing  to  the  ga^ 
fisen  their  fate,  if  they  were  vanqoished. 

IVoteeted  by  their  batleriee,  the  assaifants  marched  np 
boldly  in  die  face  of  a  seathftd  discharge  ct  grape  and 
misketiy,  nntil  within  twenty  paces  of  the  walls,  when 
they  pansed.  A  few  desperately  brave  spirits,  throwing 
dMinselves  in  front,  leaped  into  the  breach,  and  were 
tnmsflxed  npon  the  bayon^ets  of  the'  besieged.  Among 
Aose  who  Ihns  devoted  themselves,  was  Ifae  oAieer  who 
bore  the  Mack  ensign.  Begrimed  with  smoke  and  powder, 
widi  unshaven  beards,  and  bloodshot  eyes  Ht  np  with  the 
fierce  passions  that  moved  diem,  the  patriots,  tike  so  many 
devils,  charged  through  the  broken  wall,  and  failing  upon 
die  Spanish  infantiy,  em  they  stood  irresolute,  drove  them 
in  conftision  down  the  hill.  As  they  descended  in  disorder, 
tdie  peons  and  women  of  the  fort  rOUed  hnge  rocks  upon 
ttbeir  heads,  crushing  and  mndladng  ihany  of  the  ftagitives 
.straggling  trough  the  narrow  pass.  The  sides  of  the 
ibairanca  were  covered  with  the  dead  and  wounded, 
Amounting  to  more  than  diree  hundred  and  fifty  men. 


Tin  delbadetv  of  Ihe  fcrtraw  also  (raffsrod  nevwely  ia  tfiia 
wMmtk.  Vmxtai  dmt  hia  anogr  wMild  beeoBoe  ^mptotdy 
JbiBttirqibtedt  if  tiwy  g^rtari^^  anaih«r  defeat,  Genenil 
Lmmui  agttin  cudda^rored  to  blow  «p  the  wafkB,  b«it  SMt 
vith  no  gm»fc  MwoecM;  Resimiiiig  Ui  ownMoading  willi 
vigw, 'Ae  ^Mmy"  wasted  live  ^  iiz  weda  fai  tlMfroitleM 
€4bfft  to  baiter  down  tlie  stroni^ld. 

At  iifUB  ekae  of  D6eend>er,  Ike  bemaged  dbcovetiedy  to 
Aitbr  ecmatenaitioin,  tiiat  their  elock  at  amtnorflien  ww 
.Boariy  expended*  In  order  to  obtain  a  supply,  a  party  of 
ilaee  handred  men  aallied  from  the  IbH  in  tke  nigbtj  and^ 
BtOTmtag  Ae  boetile  batteries,  retmned  in  tmnapli.  Tba 
jriaae  had  now  held  oat  four  months;  Ifina  tAepi  ivith  the 
dead;  his  dispersed  feUowers  could  render  Aem  no  assisl^^ 
ance  in  raising  the  siege;  their  hospitd  was  filled  wid| 
woanded;  Ibeir  ammnaition  was  exhausted,  aad^  Ab  only 
)wpe  of  sahratton  vmmto  evaoaaito  the  positiaci  withoat 
delay. 

It  is  the  eastom  of  the  Mexicans,  when  passing  'tfia 
watehwotd^at  mght,  to  cry  ent  at  the  top  of  thwr  voicea^ 
HgPMiinrfBi  mkrim/*  The  last  note  of  tiiis  is  tmndfy  pw» 
Isaged  iato  a  dismal  howl,  not  oslike  that  of  a  wol(  and 
oan  be  be^rd  at  a  great  distonce.  Tliis  practice  was  dis» 
aaDttnned  by  the  besieged,  so  that  hs  absence  na^  net 
ha  remarked  after  they  had  left  the  Ibrt;  it  anfinrtanatefef 
Jbad  the  effect  of  aroosing  the  snspidons  of  the'  enemy* 
On  the  night  of  tha  1st  of  Jaanmy,  1818,  the  iahebitanto 
af  Bemedios>  men,  women,  and  cfaildrai,  aaMtidded  at  the 
bfeaatwark,  near  4ie  sommit  of  the  hill;  and  aft^  faiddhi^ 
afieu  to  dieir  wonndad  friends,  whom  they  weracon^iellad 
to  leaTe  behiml,  Ih^  filed  ihrai^gh  the  nartow  passage  and 
groped  their. way  in  utter  datknesa  down  the  bdights* 
The  advance  gnard  coming  suddenly  upon  a  picket  f^iftcsd 
diinetly  in  their  path,  dwy  wave  obUgiMl'  to  &fee  a  pas- 
aage  by  pooring  a  TaBey  of  muAetry  into  the  ranks  aC 
Ihosa  vdm  ap|>osad  dteoi.     Hm  alasai  was  fawtem^ 
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gtteii  to  Ae  wkole  eanqp.  Their  bogba  aiid  dviMmi  eehoed 
Aroai^  the  ravuies;  Bnddenly  the  dariuiege  wm  dinpegied 
by  large  fires,  v^Uch  blazed  up  on  all  aideei  li^^tiBg  up  the 
nmged  preeipiceey  and  throwiiig  a  lind  g^are  ayer  tihe  de- 
aerted  fortreea  and  the  a^iouung  hillfli  reTeaUng  the  fipag 
palrieli  to  their  pdnraere,  who  ftllapon  them  and  cat  tfaein 
down  without  mercy;  the  shrill  cry  of  wonea^  and  tte 
flhiMBa  of  aiea>  mingled  with  ike  tM  of  mnaketry,  as  die 
poor  TiotLas  pkad  for  quarts.  Chokiag  up  the  barranea 
In  their  efforts  to  escape,  they  tranced  upon  eadi  other; 
while  from  the  heights  above,  volley  aft«r  volley  was  db* 
charged  into  the  stmggliag  mass.  Those  who  were  yet 
i^ion  ^kt  hill  were  charged  upcm  by  the  enemy's  bayenelSi 
and  fell  headlong  from  the  predpioe,  omshtng  their  oom«- 
panions  in  their  fSedl. 

All  at  once,  a  piercing  yeU  arose,  whii^  drowned  all 
other  sounds;  and  looking  back  upon  the  hill  of  Remediei^ 
the  fugitives  who  survived  beheld  the  fortress  wrapped  in 
a  sheet  of  flame.  The  royi^sts  had  set  the  place  on  fire, 
and  the  hospital,  filled  with  their  wounded  comrades,  was 
eonsumiii^  before  their  eyes.  As  the  poor  wretdies  at-" 
tempted  to  extricate  themselves  from  the  conflagration^ 
diey  were  thrust  back  into  the  flames  by  their  pitUees  ad- 
versaries, whose  exulting  shouts,  as  lliey  danced  imrand 
the  burning  pile,  proclaimed  their  demomaeal  joy.  As  die 
day  dawned  upon  diis  dreadftd  scene,  its  li^  revealed  a 
shocking  spectacle,  disgraoefol  to  humanity.  The  ravine, 
the  nei|^iboriHg  hills,  and  die  plain,  were  eovoed  with  the 
kedies  of  the  itagitives.  Hie  women  who  had  been  cap^ 
tared,  were  given  up  to  the  soldiery,  and  consigned  to  a 
fate  more  horrible  than  death;  while  the  men  were  shot 
down  like  dbgs,  some  of  them  shouting  as  they  fell,  Viva 
laRepubUcal 

Misfortunes  never  come  alone,  but  follow  each  other 
Bke  the  waVes  of  the  sea,  whose  shores  are  eovered  witli 
die  wrecks  of  mmaf  a  noble  enterprise.    Hie  eapCura  af 
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Lob  RemedioB  waa  foUowed  by  that  of  Jaimlla.  This 
fortress  waa  Mtuated  in  the  midst  of  a  small  lake,  and  its 
defences  were  sufficiently  strong  to  hold  out  against  any 
ordinary  force.  It  was  besieged  by  a  ^vision  of  one  thou- 
sand meh,  under  (Tolonel  Matins  y  Agoirre,  one  of  the  few 
royalist  leaders  who  retained  the  feelings  of  a  gentleman, 
dming  the  demoralizing  sceneff  of  the  civil  wars.  The 
fortress  was  defended  with  energy  and  persererance  fbr  a 
period  of  three  months;  its  garriscm  consisted  of  a  mere 
handftd  of  men,  among  whom  were  two  Americans  and 
the  members  of  the  patriot  Junta.  It  was  not  until  they 
began  to  suffer  the  want  of  ammunition  and  food,  that 
ihey  listened  to  tiie  terms  of  capitulation  offered  by  Agoinre, 
vr^di  were  both  honorable  and  liberal.  After  the  surren- 
der of  the  place,  the  prisoners  were  disarmed  and  liberated. 
The  two  Americans  were  with  difficulty  saved  from  death 
by  the  Spanish  leader,  who  nobly  exerted  himself  in  their 
behalf  with  the  government  of  Mexico,  and  wrung  a  reluc- 
tant assent  to  his  earnest  entreaties  from  the  Viceroy. 
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PuPBMuni  o^  tke  G««nUw-«-K«pIoiU  •£  EL  Giro— Appointment  of 
Axago  to  the  Sapreme  Command— Death  of  Lieutenant  Wolfe  — 
Guerrero  entroBcbea  himseir  on  the  Pacifie-— Pacification  of  Mexi- 
co—End of  the  War^TMa^  ef  1819— ^PeivieaieB  gttnted  fcr 
Afigto-Amrieivi  to  BMb  kt  tfa*  Meatea  Temfery. 
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Tn  fall  of  Sfiflat  ^^  tke  maasaore  of  LO0  Remediosi 
followed  bjr  the  somnder  of  Jaxudllay  completed  the 
triumph  of  the  Mexican  gOYenuneiftt*  The  patriots,  driven 
from  timr  ftronghoIdB,  retiiod  to  the  moantains,  and  con- 
cealed Aemselvea  among  inaoccMible  rocks  and  yawning 
harraacaa.  Ocoaakmally  small  parties  of  them  would 
deeorad  into  the  plain^  and  falling  npon  an  unprotected 
village,  pillage  its  inhabitants,  and  letire  with  their  booty 
to  the  hills.  Among  those  who  distinguished  themselves 
in  this  kind  of  watfaie  were  Tmres,  and  Andreas  Delgado, 
known  by  the  sobriquei  of  El  Giro,  The  latter  was  an 
Indian,  ftdl  of  fire  and  energy,  and  had  displayed  no  or- 
dinaiy  tatoits  aa  a  gueiilla  captain*  Torres  still  hovered 
near  his  dismantled  fortress,  exercising  his  usual  tyranny 
^▼er  the  people  within  his  jurisdiction,  burning  villages 
and  haciendas,  at  pfeaaore,  and  even  slaying  such  of  his 
whose  fidelity  he  vuspected.    He  was  closely 
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punued  by  the  royalbtSy  who  were,  Ikowever,  miable  to 
captore  the  cunning  priest. 

In  April,  1818,  the  patriot  Junta  met  at  the  pueblo 
of  Poruandiroi  and  held  a  fonnal  consultation  with  tho 
military  chiefii  of  their  party.  General  Torres  waa  de- 
nounced before  the  assembly,  and  degraded  from  his  rank 
aa  eommander-in-chief  of  the  forces,  and  commandant- 
general  of  Guaniyuato.  Don  Juan  Arago,  formerly  an 
aid-de-camp  to  Mina,  was  appaivted  in  his  stead.  Tonraa 
•  retired  from  the  town  resolving  to  support  his  claims  by 
a  resort  to  arma.  On  the  28th  of  April,  as  he  was  maroh* 
ing  across  the  country  at  the  head  of  fifteen  hundred  men, 
he  encountered  a  party  of  four  hundred  royalists  near 
the  rancho  of  Fr^joles ;  the  padre,  putting  spurs  to  his 
horse  instantly  fled,  followed  by  his  cavalry,  leaving  a 
small  body  of  iafantiy,  under  Lieutenant  Wolfe,  to  fight 
their  way  through  the  enemy ;  retiriiig  to  tibe  shelter  of 
a  wood,  they  defiuidad  thamaelvds  with  desperate  coum^, 
until  every  man  was  slain  but  one.  Colonel  Bustamente, 
who  commanded  the  royalists,  allowed  his  men  to  sever 
the  head  of  Wolfe  from  his  body,  alid  beaf  it  before  tiiem 
as  a  trophy  of  their  victory. 

During  the  summer  of  1818,  Torres,  by  his  intrigues^ 
fomented  dissensions  among  the  patriot  leadmrs,  who, 
arrayed  against  each  other,  were  unable  to  resist  "tiha 
enemy,  whose  troops  now  occupied  the  wh<de  ooontry. 
Several  rencounters  took  place  between  Arago  and  Tch> 
res,  who  was  assisted  by  Ortiz  and  Boijia;  liie  latter 
was  always  worsted.  In  Septenflber,  flie  royalist  cut  ofiT 
the  padre^s  supplies,  and  he  was  compelled  to  resign  hia 
pretensions ;  and  thenceforth  he  lived  in  obscurily,  under 
the  protection  of  his  former  officer,  Eneamadion  Orlis. 

The  affairs  of  the  patriots  continued  to  decline ;  tha 
government  troops  prevented  the  junction  of  the  fern 
partisan  corps  yet  in  the  field.  El  Giro  was  rooted,  tahMi 
prisoner,  and  shot.    Arago  ixras  deslltule  of  resonreei^ 
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fttd  eoaipelM  ta  •bondoa  Uf  plant  Imt  meetiiig  lh« 
jMomy.  Tke  only  leader  diat  Memid  mfoAut  to  dM  for« 
taiM  of  kifl  oooiiMitriote  was  Don  Ykeate  Gneirerot  wha 
having  retisid  fro»  the  moimtaiiui  of  the  MiBteoa  befbra 
a  anporior.  Ibree,  miterad  tha  Tienra  Calieata  of  Vaila^ 
dolid.  In  JicMreaiber,  witk  a  party  of  el^tAy  toen,  ha 
attaaked  a  divbion  of  fbolr  hiuArcd  toyaMits^  aad  pa* 
thom  to  font.  Hia  bcddnom  and  deoisioii  inaiired  Ua 
0000000,  and  ha  socmi  ohtaiaed  poatoaiiioa  of  a  greats 
paH  of  the  pnninee.  The  Yiooroy  diopalchod  a  pow** 
arfhl  ibfoo  agaisat  Gnenrero  under  General  Negreto,  \vho 
admnaed  to  the  Rio  Zacattda,  npm  Ike  bank  of  whkh 
tbo  patnote  were  OBoamped.  Afraid  ef  aroariag  tha 
etream,  both  armioe  runatned  oppooito  oaeh  other  fiit 
aoino  tiflM,  whan  the  enemy  began  to  enffer  from  tha 
pastflenlial  atmoej^re  of  the  awampa  ^ribioh  eairoondad 
their  camp,  aad  ^Brero  ohUged  to  retreat  to  flie  eity  of  Vat* 
ladottd.  Gueireroy  wheae  ibroo  was  daiiy  laereaiiBgt 
ooattnnad  io  hbld  the  eonntry  on  the  Padfio  in  defiance  of 
gavwamonl.  hi  t)>o  month  of  Febmary »  the  junta  waa 
oaffNneod  by  a  hovtile  parfyi  and  the  prendent,  Don  Joaa 
Pag«da»  and  his  aeeretaiy  wore  taken  prisonera,  and  pat  to 
death.  Tha  roTidiitionary  cldejEa  retbed  to  tha  Zaoatida, 
where  they  continued  to  exercise  their  fimetions  nnderiha 
pv^ieotioii  of  Guerrero. 

Gcdonel  Biadbam^who  had  eaoaped  from  the  diBaatera 
which  had  or^rtaken  his  companions,  had  songht  a  shelter 
in  the  defile  of  Hnango,  north  ci  the  oaf^ital  of  Yalli^ 
ddid;  where  in  eoignnetion  with  General  Hnesta,  ho 
organised  a  division  of  infantiy  •  The  latter  from  a  feeling 
of  jealonsy  lefiised  to  fiunish  BMBbtam  wi&  a  frdl  avpfdy 
of  amia,  and  ho  was  compelled  to  h<M  his  pontlon  daring 
Ihe  winter  of  1818,  with  a  hnndred  men*  in  Mareh,  ldlO| 
Genend  Lara  marefaed  against  him  with  fifteen  hundred 
troopa.  Rradbom  fled  to  the  monntainst,  hot  was  pnrsned 
and  his  force  was  cat  to  pieces ;  their  leader  escaped  with 
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a  &tD9ii  rauant  of  Mm  4ivudoii.  Hfieate^iBiiMi  kad  «  Ixidy 
ef  foor  hundred; 'Cavaby  under  M»  <eo*uiiaiid  at  the  tbn^ 
WM  ah»  fbcoed  to  retire  frotn  the  field  vithoat  evea  stiik'- 
iiig  a  Udw.  Of  the  vfktAe  ei  Mna'a  foUowers  there 
veee  not  mere  tlaaa  half  a  doiea  indiTufaiald  trira  etiH 
lived.  All  had  been  removed  either  by  the  v^ord,  diaeaeOi 
er  faaiae.  During  0^  year  181^,  hut  fcw  eventa  of  ia» 
teieat  t3iaaq>ijped  in  Mexieo,  bat  raeii  aa  have  been  related. 
Th0  whole  eonntry  waa  in  the  handa  of  the  ||»?ecttiiieiit$ 
every  to^^  hapienday  and  pueblo  in  the  jreralted  pao» 
vineef^waa^aniMned  by  the  kiag't  troopa,  except  thai 
portum  of  VaUadolid  eeoapied  by  Guerrero.  The  moagiel 
popultttienf  tfisheartened  l^  the  diaaatera  whioh  had  befU* 
ka  Aeir  leaders,  sunk  h^ek  into  the  servile  ooiiditioB  dtey 
had  jGwmerly  held.  But  Ae  paoBO  xvhiok  had  aaeeeeded 
the  tormoii  of  civil  strife,  was  bat  the  deteeitftd  laU  fai 
the  tempest,  whieh  ere  long  wa*  to  borst  forth,  and  sweep 
S»Bi  the  land  ev^  vestige  of  ^maish  power.  The  Mtad^ 
6KaM  ia  tibeir  contests  with  the  royalists  had  pereehred  A* 
weakness  of  ^^ain,  vrlack  like  a  decrepit  veteraay  «Beon» 
Bsious  at  the  loss  of  power^  still  grasped  the  sword  in  bar 
trembling  hands^  and  endeavored  to  pnnish  her  rebellioaa 
children,  who  deqpising  her  feeble  eibrts,  laughed  her 
impotent  threats  to  scorn. 

It  was  during  this  period  of  appar«it  padflealicm,  that 
Spain  ceded  Florida  to  tiie  United  States,  by  a  treaty 
signed  at  Washington,  February  22d,  1619,  by  Don  Lma 
de  Onis,  and  John  Q.  Adams.  At  the  same  time  the  boun- 
dary between  Mexico  and  the  territory  of  Louisiana  waa 
settled,  by  the  negotiators  agreeing  to  rec<^;nize  the  river 
Sabine  aa  the  limit  between  the  respective  oonntries.  By 
this  treaty,  the  United  States  voluntarily  surrendered  the 
olatms  they  undoubtedly  peasessed  upon  the  province  of 
Tejcas,  that  country  having  formed  a  pertitm  of  ihe  territory 
of  Leuisiaaa  when  it  was  ceded  to  the  Statea  by  the  treaty 
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of  P)Bii<  hi  18M>  A«  early  as  the  year  1865,  General 
Wilkituon,  ike  eommnmler^n-ehief  of  the  American  forces 
in  the  0O«th*WM;^  had  consented  to  recognize  the  Sabine 
as  the  imKft^  bounda^  between  the  Spanhh  colonies  and 
the  domaSn  of  the  n^nl^e.  Wilkinson  acted  in  this  affair 
upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  had  no  more  right  to  de-^ 
fine  the  limita  of  Louisiana  than  he  had  those  of  Peru. 
Yet  te  this  error  of  the  American  general  may  be  referred 
llie  diffienlties  which  have  given  rise  to  die  Texan  revolu- 
tion, and  wUdi  has  since  phmged  Mexico  into  a  ruinous 
and  sanguinary  war  with  her  former  friend  and  ally  of  the 
north. 

Shortly  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  Washing- 
ton, Moses  Austin  applied  to  the  viceregal  government  of 
Mexico  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the  pta|>ose  of  founding  a 
colony  of  Americans  in  the  wilderness  of  Texas.  Through 
the  influence  of  the  Baron  de  Bastrop,  then  residing  at 
Bexar,  Austin  obtained  the  grant  with  permission  to  settle 
three  hundred  families  upon  certain  conditions.  The  grant 
was  obtained  January  17th,  1821;  a  few  days  after  its 
reception  Austin  died,  and  his  son  Stephen  F.  Austin 
prosecuted  the  enterprise.  In  July  the  latter  entered 
Texas  and  explored  the  country,  and  in  December  of  the 
same  year  began  a  settlement  on  the  Brazos  river. 

It  had  ever  been  the  policy  of  Spain  to  exclude 
foreigners  from  her  transatlantic  possessions ;  nor  were 
her  rulers  unaware  of  the  danger  her  colonies  were 
exposed  to  by  their  contiguity  to  the  American  States. 
General  Salcedo  is  said  to  have  expressed  a  desire  to 
prevent  even  the  birds  from  flying  across  the  frontier 
between  the  two  countries,  lest  the  Mexicans  should  be- 
come infected  with  the  political  sentiments  of  their  neigh- 
bors. The  fact  of  Austin's  obtaining  his  grant  was  an 
indication  of  the  weakness  of  the  parent  state,  or  the 
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spread  of  liberal  prindptos ;  for  tkere  ia  m  iastaaoe  ia 
the  history  of  nadona  of  a  free  people,  volimtanly  tnb- 
jecting  themselves  to  the  will  of  a  despot  by  enigraluig 
to  hia  te7tit<»iea.  Mexico  had  already  assumed  an  inde^ 
pendent  positioa ;  and  it  would  have  been  as  easy  to  have 
extingoished  the  firea  of  Orizava  or  Popooafeepetfy  with 
the  snows  upon  their  somimtsi  as  to  have  impeded  the 
onward  progresf  of  the  revolntion,  when  enoe  began: 
'<  The  people^^'  says  the  profound  Soltyi  *^  never  revolt  in 
jest,  but  alwaye  virith  good  and  auffioient  reason.'* 


CHAPTER  II. 

B4voi.im0ii  m  S^pab^-In  •iG^el  opoR  M«iko-«Prap««tioQft  of  Hke 
Vieeroj—- Opposition  of  the  Clergy  to.  tlie  Daeiee  ai  the  Cortee 
ofdering  the  Seqaeetntioii'  of  the  Chnich  Property— CoDspincy 
of  Itarbide— Plan  of  Iguala-^  Spread  of  the  Revolt —>Apodaca  ii 
Deposed  by  his  own  Party —  March  of  Ylctoria  upon  the  Oapitid«^ 
Iturbide  enters  Puebla-^Arriral  of  O'Donoja— TVeaQr  of  Coi^ 
ds^m— » ladependsnes  of  Mexieo* 

Dcsara  the  »iimiiier  of  1620,  intelligpeAce  was  received 
in  Mexico  of  the  revolt  of  the  Spanish  army  on  the  Lile 
of  Leon,  and  the  Bnbsequent  revolution,  caoaed  by  the 
tyranny  of  the  King ;  and  shortly  afterwards  the  Viceroy 
received  an  order  from  the  Cortes  of  Spain  to  jnroclaim 
the  Gonstitation,  to  which  Ferdinand  had  been  oompelled 
to  swear,  sorely  against  his  will.  Accompanying  this 
mandate  was  a  decree  of  the  Cortes  ordering  the  seques- 
tration of  the  property  of  the  Mexican  Church.  A  tarue 
sttlgect  to  his  prince,  and  an  enen^  to  revolutions,  Don 
Juan  Apodaoa  resolved  to  resist  the  commands  of  the 
Cortes ;  he  accordingly  hastened  to  levy  troops  throuf^ 
ciut  the  country  for  the  ostensible  puiipose  of  protecting 
it  against  the  rebels,  but  in  reality  they  were  destined  to 
keep  the  fiiends  of  the  constitution  in  dieck.  The  op- 
position of  the  clergy  being  aroused  by  the  impolitic 
decree,  which  threatened  to  deprive  them  of  their  hoarded 
treasures,  the  Viceroy  sodn  found  himself  in  a  mtical 
position.  Aided  by  the  l^anish  generals,  Apodaca  pre- 
pared to  sustain  iumself  in  the  discharge  of  what  he  coi^ 
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eeived  to  be  his  duty  toward  his  Bovereign.  The  people 
of  Mexico,  who  had  received  many  iiguriea  from  the 
Cortes,  were  not  disposed  to  declare  in  their  favor.  The 
native  nobility  and  opulent  Spaniards-  united  with  the 
Viceroy,  and  determined  to  support  the  king,  and  pre- 
serve his  Mexican  dominions  as  an  asylum  to  which  he 
could  retire  in  future  firom  the  persecutions  of  his  enemies. 
Hius  the  people,  the  clergy,  and  ihe  aristocracy,  were 
arrayed  against  the  Cortes,  each  moved  by  a  different 
motive.  The  Mexican  bishops,  with  their  usual  selfidi- 
tiess,  resolved  to '  throw  their  influence  in  favor  of  the 
party  upon  whose  protection  they  could  rely  in  case  the 
government  should  attempt  to  enforce  the  decree  leveled 
1^  themselves. 

The  officer  who  commanded  the  westwn  drviskm  of 
the  army  at  this  crisis  was  General  Armigo,  who,  being 
a  staunch  liberal,  was  of  course  a  supporter  of  the  con- 
stitution. The  force  under  this  personage  occupied  a 
position  midway  between  the  capital  and  the  Pacific,  and 
had  been  placed  there  to  prevent  the  advance  of  Guer* 
rero,  who  had  established  himself  at  the  Orilla  de  Zaca- 
tula,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  a  short  distance  from 
its  mouth,  where  it  empties  into  &e  ocean.  Armigo  was 
therefore  recalled  to  Mexico,  and  in  an  evil  hour  Don 
Augustin  Iturbide  was  appointed  to  succeed  him.  This 
Individual  had  been  the  bitter  enemy  of  the  patriots,  and 
bad  distinguished  himself  by  his  zeal  and  devotion  to 
the  viceregal  government;  he  had  commanded  tiie  ad^ 
vance  guard  of  General  Llano^s  army  at  Hie  battle  of 
Puruaran,  in  1813,  and  contributed,  in  no  slight  degree, 
to  overthrow  the  rebels  in  that  campaign ;  he  had  not, 
however,  taken  an  active  part  in  the  late  conmiotions 
wbich  had  ^sturbed  the  tranquillity  of  the  state,  but  had 
lived  in  the  capital:  'Mn  a  society  not  remarkable  for 
strict  morality,  he  was  distinguished  for  his  immorality:" 
bis  reputation  was  not  without  blemishes ;  he  had  some 
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talekit,  Slid  was  q\AA,  held  and  resolute  in  carrying  out 
Iu8  schemes,  and  careless  of  the  means  he  made  use  of  to 
eonsnmmato  his  purposes*  Sadi  was  the  man  in  whose 
hands  the  destiny  of  Mexico  was  placed. 

Itarbide  bft  Mexico  in  Febniary,  1821|  with  orders  to 
march  against  Guerrero,  and  crush  him  at  a  blow.  He 
was  also  ordered  to  take  charge  of  a  quantity  of  the  publio 
treasure,  amounting  to  half  a  million  of  dollars,  whidx  had 
been  deposited  at  a  place  called  Iguala,  about  a  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  from  the  capital*  Before  he  departed  for 
the  army,  Itnrbide  entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  the 
clergy,  and  leaders  of  the  patriot  party,  who  had  united 
against  the  government,  and  were  determined  to  achieve 
the  independence  of  Mexico.  The  rural  priesthood  were 
immediately  set  to  work,  and  in  coxyunction  with  the 
agents  of  the  conspirators,  soon  aroused  the  slumbering 
passions  of  the  people.  General  Gueitero,  who  had  been 
informed  of  the  intended  revolution,  broke  up  his  camp  on 
the  Zacatula,  and  marched  to  join  Iturbide.  The  formerly 
hostile  battalions  arriving  at  Iguala,  mingled  together  like 
the  waters  of  two  friendly  streams,  destined  to  flow 
thenceforth  in  one  direction. 

On  the  2ad  of  February,  1621,  Iturbide  seized  upon  the 
treasure,  and  on  the  following  day  proposed  to  the  revolu- 
tionary chiefs  the  political  scheme  known  as  the  plan  of 
Iguala.    This  document  is  as  follows : 

"  Articlk  I.  The  Mexican  nadon  is  independent  of  the  Spanish 
nation,  and  of  every  other,  even  open  its  own  continent 

•«  Art.  II.  The  religion  shall  be  the  Catholic,  which  all  its  inha* 
bitants  profess. 

^Abt.  in.  They  shall  be  united  without  any  distinetioDS  be- 
tween Americans  and  Eoropeans. 

•*  Asr.  IT.  The  goremmenl  shall  be  a  constitational  aumarchy . 

M  Art.  Y.  a  Junta  shall  be  named,  consisting  of  individaals  who  ^ 
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enjoy  the  highest  repatation  in  the  differeat  partiee  which  h^ro 
•hown  themselves. 

*^  Art.  YI.  This  Junla  shaQ  be  presided  OTer  hy  his  exceDen^ 
the  Condi  dd  VmadU^  the  preseni  Viceroy  of  Mexido. 

«<AKr.  Vn.  It  shall  gorem  hi  &e  name  of  the  laws  now  in 
liMree,  and  its  first  duty  shall  be  to  convoke^-aoeording  to  such  rules 
as  it  may  deem  expedient— a  congress*  for  the  formation  of  a  constt* 
Halkm  more  snitaUe  to  the  condition  of  the  country* 

«*  Aar.  Vni.  His  mijeety,  Ferdinand  VII.,  shall  be  invited  to 
the  throne  of  the  emphe,  and  in  ease  of  hie  refusal,  the  infrntes  Don 
Carlos  and  Don  Franeiseo  de  Paula. 

^  Art.  IX.  Should  his  majesty*  Ferdinand,  and  his  augast  bro- 
then,  decline  the  invitation^  the  nation  is  at  liberty  to  invite  to  the 
Imperial  dignity  any  member  of  reigning  fiunihes  it  may  select. 

*«  Art.  X.  The  formation  of  the  constitution,  and  the  oath  of  the 
emperor  to  observe  it,  must  precede  his  ebtry  into  the  country. 

^  Art.  XI.  The  distinction  of  castes  is  abolished,  which  was 
n^e  by  the  Spanish  law,  excluding  them  from  the  rights  of  citi- 
xenship. 

**  Art.  XIL  An  army  shall  be  organized  for  the  maintenance  of 
rdigion^  indqiendeneef  and  union,  guaranteeing  these  three  princi- 
ples, it  shall  be  called  the  Army  of  the  Guarantees. 

**  Art.  XIII.  It  shall  solemnly  swear  to  defend  the  fundamental 
doctrines  of  this  plan. 

**Art.  XIY.  It  shall  strictly  observe  the  military  ordinances 
now  in  force. 

^  Art.  XV .  There  shall  be  no  other  promoti<ms  than  those  due 
to  seniority,  or  which  shall  be  for  the  good  of  the  service. 

**  Art.  XVI.  This  army  shall  be  considered  as  of  the  line. 

**  Art.  XVII.  The  old  partisans  of  independence  who  shall 
give  in  their  adhesion  to  this  plan,  shaU  be  received  into  this  army. 

^  Art.  XVni.  The  patriots  and  peasants  who  shall  acknow- 
ledge the  plan  hereaf^r,  shall  be  enrolled  as  militia. 

*'  Art.  XIX.  The  secular  and  regular  deigy  shall  be  protected 
in  their  rights. 
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^  Avr.  XX.  AU  the  public  functionariefl-^^Til,  milituy,  eode^ 
»ittittcaU  and  fx^ticail-^who  adhere  to  the  eauee  of  independeiMe^ 
ehall  be  ooBtimiad  in  office,  without  dktinctioii  between  Mexicaoe 
and  Europeana. 

"  AxT.  XXI.  Thoee  ftmctionariea,  of  whatever  degree  or  con- 
ditioiii  who  dieeeiit  from  the  cause  of  indepeBdence,  shall  be  divested 
of  their  oftoes,  and  shall  leave  the  territories  oi  the  empire^  taking 
with  them  their  famiMes  and  effects. 

*^  Amx.  XXn.  The  mflitary  commaQdants  shall  be  guided  by 
general  instraotions  in  conformity  with  this  plan,  whidi  shall  be 
sent  to  then* 

**  AsT.  XXin.  No  accused  person  shall  be  put  to  death  by  the 
military  commandants.  Thoee  accused  of  treason  against  the  natioi^ 
which  is  the  next  greatest  crime  after  that  of  treason  against  tiie 
Divine  Ruler,  shall  be  conveyed  to  the  fortress  of  Barrabas,  where 
they  shall  remain  until  the  Congress  shall  decree  the  punishment 
which  ought  to  be  inflicted  upon  them. 

«  Act.  XXIV.  It  beiiig  indispensable  to  the  welftre  of  the 
country  that  this  plan  should  be  carried  into  effect,  inasnrach  as  tfai 
good  of  that  country  is  its  object,  every  individual  of  the  army  shall 
maintain  it— if  it  be  necessary— even  to.  the  shedding  of  the  last  drep 
of  his  blood  r 

This  plan  was  approved  by  Aie  leaders  of  the  revolt 
aesembled  at  Ig^nala,  and  copies  of  it  weire  transmitted  to 
all  the  commandants-general  of  the  provinces,  the  officers 
of  the  different  gArrisons  throughout  Mexico,  and  to  the 
Viceroy,  and  all  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  dignitaries. 
Wheh  Ae  revolution  began,  the  force  under  Iturbide  wai^ 
but  eight  hundred  strong,  while  that  at  the* disposal  of 
the  goveirnment  consisted  of  eleven  European  regiments, 
seven  veteran  corps,  and  seventeen  native  regiments. 
The  Viceroy  also  had  possession  of  the  revenues  of  the 
state;  Iturbide,  on  the  contrary,  was  destitute  of  all  re-* 
sources,  excepting  the  treasure  he  had  seized  at  Iguala, 
axid  those  he  counted  would  flow  from  the  contributions 
of  his  partisans.    In  his  communication  to  Apodaca,  Itur^ 
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bide  iaformed  him  iksX  Gudrrero  and  his  folldwen  had 
accepted  the  act  of  amneaty,  proclaimed  by  the  goyero- 
ment,  and  ware  therefore  to  be  regarded  as  enemies  no 
longer. 

On  the  enaiiing  let  day  of  March,  Iturbide,  calling  his 
officen  together,  submitted  to  them  his  future  plans  for 
carrying  out  the  revolution  so  happily  begun,  and  request- 
ing their  support.  His  partisans  hailed  his  schemes  wifh 
shouts  of  applause,  and  besought  him  to  lead  them  at 
once  upon  the  capital.  Iturbide,  having  secured  the  o^ 
ficers,  had  no  difficulty  in  bringing  over  the  soldiers  to  his 
cause.  On  the  2d  of  March  the  army  solemnly  rwore 
to  maintain  the  plan  of  Iguala.  After  this  ceremony 
tbeii  leader  addressed  them  to  the  following  effect : 

"  Soldiers,  you  have  this  day  sworn  to  preserve  the 
Catholic  Apostolic  Roman  religion ;  to  protect  the  union 
of  Europeans  and  Americans,  to  effect  the  independence 
of  this  empire ;  and  on  certain  conditions  to  obey  the 
king.  This  act  will  be  applauded  by  foreign  nations; 
and  your  services  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by. 
your  fellow-citizens,  and  your  names  will  be  inscribed  in 
the  temple  of  immortality.  Yesterday  I  refused  the  title 
of  lieutenant-general  you  would  have  conferred  upon  me : 
to-day  I  renounce  this  distinction,  (tearing  from  his  sleeve 
the  insignia  of  his  rank  as  colonel.)  To  be  ranked  aa 
your  companion  fills  all  my  ambitious  desires*" 

The  defection  of  Iturbide  and  the  troops  under  his 
command  filled  the  Viceroy  with  astonishment  and  alarm* 
But,  recovering  from  his  panic,  he  prepared  for  defence, 
resolving  to  defeat  the  plans  of  the  traitors  by  marching 
gainst  them  before  they  became  too  formidable.  He 
had  now,  however,  to  contend  against  an  influence  which 
}iad  heretofore  supported  him  throu(g^  all  the  tricJs  of  his 
administration;  an  influence  more  potent  than  that  of 
the  Cortes,  the. king,  or  the  array  of  embattled  hosts* 
The  clergy  now  deserted  him,  and  threw  their  weight  into 
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ths  opposite  sealo*  lliroiigli  their  intrigaes  the  Vioeroy 
WB8  deposed,  aad  Ftaneiseo  Novella,  an  offie^  of  aitil- 
leiy,  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  goverament.  This 
personage  waa  nnable  to  stay  the  rapid  advance  of  the 
revolutionary  mov^nent,  which  soon  extended  throngfa* 
oat  the  country :  for,  although  the  plan  did  not  meet  the 
peculiar  views  of  all  parties,  yet  the  mass  of  the  nation 
wete  too  careless  and  ignorant  to  investigate  its  details  or 
to  examine  its  principles.  It  had  met  the  approbation  of 
their  leaders  and  spiritual  guardians,  and.they  accepted  it 
without  scmtinizing  its  faults  or  demurring  at  its  provi* 
fliotts.  The  Spaniards  objected  to  the  plan,  because  it 
provided  for  the  establishment  of  a  congress  with  power 
to  control  the  monarch ;  while  the  intelligent  portion  of 
the  Creoles  were  dissatisfied  with  the  prospect  of  receiy« 
ing  a  prince  of  the  house  of  Bourbon  as  their  ruler. 
The  small  number  of  these  malcontents  rendered  their 
opposition  harmless,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  feeble 
i^w  of  resistance  in  some  of  the  provinces,  the  revplu* 
tioQ  was  effected  without  Uoodshed  and  almost  without  a 
dissenting  voice.  And  in  one  short  month  the  richest 
jewel  in  the  crown  of  Spain  was  lost  to  her  proud  mo* 
parchs  forever. 

The  struggles  through  which  the  nation  had  passed 
daring  the  last  ten  years,  had  doubtless  prepared  the 
Mexicans  for  the  <^aage  which  had  so  suddenly  taken 
place.  The  revolution  had  been  slowly  advancing  to- 
ward the  point  it  had  now  reached,  from  the  hour  when 
Hidalgo,  proclaiming  death  to  the  Spaniard,  had  fired  the 
brand  of  civil  war  among  the  hills  of  Guan^uato.  Earn- 
estly desiring  to  break  the  chains  which  bound  them  to 
the  parent  state,  in  whose  councUs  they  had  no  voices 
firom  whose  decrees  there  was  no  appeal,  the  people  still 
determined  to  adh^e  to  the  family  of  their  hereditaiy 
rulers,  and  while  they  defied  the  government  they  laid  the 
crown  of  Mexico  at  die  feet  of  the  prince.    The  great 
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secret  of  this  revolution,  so  easily  atehieTed,  yet  so  isq>er« 
taat  in  its  resoltSi  is  to  be  refeired  to  the  deeree  of  the 
Cortes  against  the  property  of  the  ehurch.  Itarbide  was 
merdy  the  instnuneBt  of  the  exasperated  ecclesiastios  of 
the  viceroyalty,  whose  vengeanee  being  aroused,  were 
prepared  to  sacrifice  the  tranquillity  of  the  country  rather 
tiian  submit  to  be  robbed  by  the  state^ 

From  Igaala,  the  armies  of  the  Guarantees  marched  to 
the  Baxio,  where  they  received  every  hour  an  addition  to 
their  forces,  both  from  the  inhabttante  of  that  fertile  dis* 
trict  and  the  guerillas  of  the  neighboring  hills.  Among 
others  whd  joined  the  revolt  at  this  time,  was  Guadalape 
Victoria,  who  had  concealed  himself  in  the  mountains  of 
Vera  Crui  for  the  last  five  years,  and  now  came  forth  like 
one  arisen  from  the  grave  to  witness  the  independence  of 
his  eoun^.  He  gave  in  his  adhesion  to  die  plan,  at  Saa 
Juan  del  Rio,  and  was  warmly  greeted  by  the  patriots, 
whose  hearts  he  had  won  by  his  valor,  activity,  and  devo^ 
tion  to  their  cause.  To  these  virtues  he  added  the  impor* 
tant  qualification  of  being  a  most  enthusiastic  Catholic, 
having  ever  been  distinguished  for  his  observaiKie  of  the 
fcHrms  of  the  Romish  ritual.  Iturbide  next  advanced  to  the 
city  of  Queretaro,  which  opened  its  gates  to  receive  him. 
At  this  place  the  revolutionary  forces  were  formed  into 
two  divisions,  one  of  which  was  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Victoria,  with  orders  to  mardi  upon  the  capital. 
He  other,  led  by  the  general4n-chief  in  person,  mcrving 
rapidly  to  the  south-east,  appeared  suddenly  before  Pue- 
bla  de  los  Angeles,  the  second  city  in  Mexico.  Tlie  Ush* 
op  of  the  province  being  a  partisan  of  the  revolution, 
through  his  influence  this  place  frarrendered  virithout  a 
blow. 

In  the  meanwhile  Novdla  suiffered  iStte  revolt  to  take  its 
course,  sciprceiy  making  an  efibrt  to  resist  its  progress. 
The  people  of  the  capital  anxiously  awaited  the  advance 
of  Victoria  to  hail  him  as  their  deliverer.    The  colors  of 
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ibe  thvee  Oaamntoes  beeuiie  Hie  tuUaHy  and  red,  -wUtSi 
and  greeny  M^re  disidajad  opanly  ia  every  ilreet  of  tlie 
eitjr,  and  in  tba  great  eqaare  vadtf  tke  windows  of  ike 
palaee.  in  eome  of  the  towns  the  inhabitaale 
Aeir  entivadaMBt  00  fkr  ae  to  paint  tbeir  boaeea 
widi  die  popidar  eolon.  The  affaire  of  Mexico  were  in 
fide  eondition,  when  General  Jnan  OlkmG^  landed  at 
Vera  Qnts,  in  Angnst,  1831,  anned  with  powers  to  super- 
sede  A^odaoa  as  Vicerey.  The  government  of  Spain 
iappoebig  that  the  dieturbancies  had  been  quriied  in  the 
eomitry,  were  unprepared  to  meet  the  crisiB.  O'Donijn 
was  -tiMrelbre  ntterfy  eonfbimded  when  he  learned  that 
Mexieo  was  not  only  revolotionized,  but  actaally  claimed 
td  be  an  independent  state.  Unprovided  with  troops  or 
money,  the  new  Vioeroy  at  once  perceived  the  inutility  of 
attemptinf  to  stem  the  oun^ent  which  set  so  strongly  against 
HbB  moAer  country.  He  fomd  that  the  only  course  1^ 
for  him  to  puisoe  was  eilherto  return  to  Spain,  or  to  enter 
into  negotiations  widi  the  revdntionaiy  chief,  whose  troops 
were  hourly  inereastiigv  and  even  dien  hdd  pessessien  of 
every  avenue  leading  to  the  interior.  In  Ads  dilemma 
O'Donoju  determined  to  make  the  best  of  the  pecoKar  eir* 
cumstances  in  which  he  was  placed ;  he  doabdess  had 
seme  knowle^e  of  die  instability  of  the  Mexicaii  charaeter^ 
er  perhaps  he  had  observed  the  singular  mutadond  diat  so 
often  occur  in  a  revoludonaiy  oonntry  where  the  masses, 
widiont  a  leading  spirit  to  control  their  waywardness,  or 
die  fight  of  a  fixed  prine^>le  to  guide  them  through  the 
tnrmoil  of  a  pohtieal  eonvnisidn,  often  throw  themselves 
in  despair  into  the  arms  of  the  very  powM  from  wUcfa  they 
had  so  eagerly  sought  to  free  thonselves.  General 
O'Donoju  resolved  to  open  a  negodadon  widi  Itorbide 
wiAout  delay.  He  began  by  issuing  a  maidfestD  to  the 
people  of  Mexico,  which  was  replete  widi  liberal  and  gene* 
rons  sendments  towards  them,  congratulating  them  upon 
the  snocessftd  issue  of  die  rebellibn.    This  extraor£naty 


document  emanating  from  Ihat  ottee  dreaded  persenage,  a 
Spanish  Viceroy,  wIioBe  prodeceoaora  were  acciwiomed  to 
aflBume  tke  power  and  state  of  ^  Bcnrereign  prince,  aston* 
idMd,  whiie  it  oveqoyed  the  patriots  who  now  beheld  their 
trimnph  complete.  O'Donoju  waa  invited*  to  meet  the 
great  conspirator  and  hold  a  solemn  con&rence  with  him 
at  Cordova,  a  town  in  ihe  vicinitf.  The  parties  met,  and 
after  a  brief  and  amicadlile  diaoussion,  a  treaty  was  signed 
on  the  34th  of  August,  18!21,  by  Itorbide  and  O'Donoja; 
the  latter  well  aware  that  the  government  of  ^am  would 
not  sanction  his  unaathoirized  prooeeding.  In  this  trea^ 
the  Vieeroy  recognized  the  plan  of  ligaala,  as  the  basis  of  the 
constitation  of  the  flitore  Mexican  empire,  which  was  de** 
dared  a  firee  and  independent  state,  wider  that  designation. 
It  was  further  stipolated  that  commissioners  should  be 
dispatched  to  Spain  immediately,  to  lay  the  imperial  dia- 
dem at  the  feet  of  Fofdinand  VII.,  or  the  other  Bourbon 
princes,  in  case  he  refused  to  accept  the  proposal. 

In  the  mterim,  the  country  was  to  be  governed  by  a 
junta,  who  were  to  nominate  an  executive.  Of  this 
junta,  O'Donoju  readily  consented  to  become  a  member, 
and  guaranteed  the  evacuation  of  the  capital  by  the 
king's  troops,  who  yet  maintained  possession  of  the  city. 
Persuaded  by  the  Viceroy,  wlio  was  the  legal  representa* 
tive  of  their  sovereign,  the  garrison  marched  out  with  the 
honors  of  war,  and  encamped  at  Toluca. 

On  the  27th  of  September,  Iturbide  and  O'Dmiojh 
entered  Mexico  together,  amid  the  joyful  aoclamafiona 
of  the  people,  who  hmled  them  as  their  deliverers.  In 
accordance  with  the  treaty  of  Cordova,  a  junta  consisting 
of  thirty-six  persons  was  organiaced,  by  whom  a  regen^ 
of  five  members  was  ^[>pointed.  The  executive  power 
was  lodged  in  the  latter  branch  of  the  government.  Itur^ 
Ude  was  chosen  president  of  it,  with  the  additional  title 
of  admiral  of  the  navy  and  generalissimo  of  the  army. 
His  annual  salaiy  was  fixed  at  one  hundred  and  twenty 
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thouaaad  doUan.  At  this  orisis  General  O'Donqju  died, 
to  the  great  regret  of  all  parties.  His  conduct  had  met 
the  approbation  of  eveiy  patriot,  and  even  challenged  the 
adnuration  of  the  friends  of  the  king.  Those  who  wished 
the  re-establishment  of  the  old  system,  alone  regarded 
him  as  an  enemy,  and  did  not  scrapie  to  denounce  him 
as  a  traitor,  both  to  the  mcmarch  and  the  Cortes  of  Spain. 


CHAPTER  III. 

DirncuLTin  of  the  New  GoTBrnment— Conspiracy  of  BnTO  and  Vic- 
toria^ The  Deputies  swear  to  support  the  Plan— Factions  in  Coi^ 
grass  •— Intrigues  of  Itiirbide—- Financial  difficulties  of  the  Nations- 
Reduction  of  the  Standing  Army,  and  the  increase  of  the  Militia— 
Itorbide*s  Ambition— Nocturnal  Tumult— Conduct  of  the  Mexican 
Mob  —  Meeting  of  the  Deputies  —  Election  of  the  Emperor— The 
fifteen  honest  RepresentattTcs. 

The  most  important  subject  demanding  the  attention 
of  the  Provisional  Government  of  Mexico,  was  the  convo- 
cation of  the  Congress ;  Iturbide  submitted  a  profet,  in 
which  it  was  proposed  to  divide  that  body  into  separate 
houses.  The  upper  house  was  to  be  composed  of  twelve 
ecclesiastics,  the  same  number  of  officers  from  the  army 
of  the  Guarantees ;  one  member  from  the  AyuTUamientos* 
of  the  different  cities ;  and  one  from  each  supreme  court 
of  judicature.  The  lower  house  was  to  consist  of  repre* 
sentatives  to  be  chosen  by  the  people  in  the  ratio  of  one 
member  for  every  fifty  thousand  souls.  The  junta  rejected 
this  plan,  but  adopted  another  in  which  the  same  pro- 
portion of  representation  to  population  was  retained. 
It  was  also  provided  that  in  the  event  of  any  province 
having  more  than  four  deputies,  one  of  them  should  be 
an  ecclesiastic,  one  a  militaiy  man,  and  one  a  civilian,  in 
order  that  the  whole  body  of  the  people  might  have  a 
voice  in  die  national  councils. 

*  Mnnicipid  Councils. 
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ThU  osganisatioDL  of  tiie  goTemmeat  did  not  meet 
"with  the  approbftlioa  of  all  the  revoluti(»iajy  ohiefiii  and  a 
lactioii  headed  by  Mcholaa  Bravo  and  Victona  conapifed 
to  Ibroe  the  junta  to  adopt  the  form  ot  election  i»escn}>ed 
by  the  Spaniah  ecnatitation.  This  eonapiracy  was  diaco* 
vered,  and  B^ayo,  Yictoriay  and  aeveral  of  thek  aoeomplieea 
were  arrested,  aa  they  were  about  to  carry  their  deaigna 
jnto  efieety  and  consigned  to  a  priaon. 

The  membera  of  the  junta  were,  with  a  few  exceptionB, 
elected  depotiea  to  the  Congreaa  which  aaaembled  at  the 
capital  on  the  84th  of  Febraaiy,  1832.  Before  talcing  their 
aeata,  the  r^preaentativea  marched  in  solemn  processiim  to 
the  great  cathedral  of  Mexico,  (which  is  bailt  on  the  rains 
9i  the  temple  of  Mexitli),  and  there  bound  themseWes  by  a 
sacred  oath,  to  maintain  inviolate  the  several  artides  of 
the  plan  of  Igoala.  Aa  if  determined  to  pequre  them* 
selves  beyond  the  hope  of  redemption,  these  worthy  sena* 
tors^  confirmed  their  oath,  by  voting  ia  favor  oi  each 
separate  article  isolated  fiom  the  body  of  the  plan. 
This  ceremony  wi^i  sqcceeded  by  the  solemn  and  impo* 
sing  rites  of  the  Roman  CEhuieh,  calculated  to  impress 
the  minds  of  those  who  h(dd  that  faith  with  awe  and 
reverence.  Yet  in  c^te  of  all  this,  tlieae  individuals  did 
i^ot  scruple  to  hre^k  their  oaths,  almost  before  the  ink  had 
dried  upon  the  parchment  which  recorded  thdor  infamy. 

Being  duly  installed  in  tbeir  seats,  the  members  pro* 
ceeded  to  open  the  session  in  a  formal  manner;  but  such 
was  the  ignorance  of  this  august  body,  that  not  one  of 
them  was  conversant  with  the  usual  mode  of  conducting 
business  in  legislative  assemblies  I  Thb  proved  a  serioue 
obstacle  to  the  dispatch  of  the  many  important  questions 
submitted  to  their  consideration.  RemarkaMy  ceremoni- 
OUB  in  their  social  intercourse,  the  Mexican  deputies  spent 
week  after  week  in  discussing  matters  of  etiquette,  while 
the  affairs  of  the  government  remained  in  the  greatest  dis* 
order.    To  increase  the  inefficiency  of  the  Ccmgressi  it 
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•oon^beeame  divided  into  factiona,  each  one  BtriTiiig  to  at- 
tain the  supremacy,  in  order  to  advance  their  own  pecoHat 
views,  under  cover  of  measures  brought  forwiard  for  the 
public  good.  The  fiiends  of  Iturbide,  who  were  devoted 
to  their  leader,  wished  to  elevate  him  to  the  supreme  au- 
thority, in  order  that  they  might  share  in  the  spoils  of 
office,  and  the  numberless  favors  of  wealth  and  rank  it 
would  be  in  his  power  to  bestow.  The  Bourbonists,  on 
the  contrary,  were  ^bitterly  opposed  to  Itorbide,  and  sin- 
cerely desirous  of  carrying  out  the  stipulations  of  the  plan 
of  %Qala,  particularly  that  part  of  it  relating  to  the  invest- 
ment of  the  power  in  die  person  of  Ferdinand,  or  some 
prince  of  his  royal  house.  There  were  many  enlightened 
and  patriotic  men  among  the  Bourbonists,  who,  aware  of 
Hie  ignorance  of  ^e  masses,  and  the  amtntious  designs  of 
the  militaiy  ehiels,  saw  no  hope  of  safely  for  the  nation, 
but  in  a  constitntioi^  monardiy. 

The  republican  party  were  violmtiy  prepossessed  in 
favor  of  a  federal  system  of  government,  and  boldly  re- 
pudiated the  plan,  as  the  v^ork  of  the  military  leaders,  and 
not  of  the  people,  whose  opinions  had  not  been  consulted 
until  after  the  consummation  of  die  revolution.  This  fhe^ 
tion  was  composed  of  ^xthusiastic  and  liberal-minded  men, 
who  fondly  hoped  that  the  hour  had  arrived  when  their 
Utopian  dreams  were  about  to  be  realized.  Hey  pointed 
in  derision  to  the  imbe<ule  and  disBolute  king  of  Spain,  and 
asked  his  partisans  if  he  was  one  to  be  controlled  by  die 
impotent  articles  of  a  constitution,  while  he  had  the  power 
of  resisting  its  operation.  The  friends  of  Iturbide  todc  no 
part  in  the  debates  between  the  other  parties,  unless  one 
of  th^n  was  upon  the  point  of  gaining  the  ascendencyi 
when  they  would  throw  their  whole  weight  into  the  scale 
of  the  minority,  and  thus  defeat  the  favorite  measures  of 
either  faction.  The  manoBuvres  of  the  Iturbidists  soon 
excited  the  suspicion  of  their  colleagues,  who,  watching 
conduct,  penetnited  their  design  of  elevating  ibe 
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goftoraHs'Hduef  to  tbe  fcqpreiiie  comliiaiid.  Wheii  the  re- 
gtaqr,  or  exeentiTe  faraAch^  met  in  conBidtatioA  Tvilh  the 
(kmtpKBBf  Itebide  aMnmwd  ibe  apeaker^i  dudr.  Tlie 
xaendMrn  reiisted  Ihia  aa  an  infiring^neat  of  the  ptirilegea 
ef  the  house,  aad  he  was  compelled  to  retire,  notwithstand- 
ing the  ■tniMMW  eiffbrta  of  his  partisans  to  snpp<xt  his 
ebums  to  the  dKgaitjr. 

Itorbide  withdrew  to  Taediaya,  with  a  division'  of  the 
aany»  eoasiiftitti^  of  font  Ihonsaad  troops ;  from  this  place, 
ha  issmd  seveni  nuutiftstoes  against  the  legislature,  com*- 
plaintffy  mt  tibxast  piMrastinaftiig  policy,  in  not  paenng  tiie 
msnsies  damaitded  hf  the  condition  of  the  conntry. 
TbB^  ngoMjr  wwe  eontinnalfy  ashing  for  sappUes  of 
atttsey,  which  ihe  Oongresa  was  not  disposed  to  grant,  «>- 
oiWQg-ihe  fonaer  of  a  wastefiil  expen<Ktiire  of  the  public 
tii^aaare.  The  faitestitte  wars  whidi  had  desolated  Metico 
frr  the  taattwdTC  years,  had  dried  np  all  the  nsnal  sources 
^  wowttne^  and  left  the  nation  without  the  means  of 
aseeting  the  eadgendes  of  the  state.  The  army  had  been 
iacvBased  since  the  rerolotion,  and  ihe  pay  of  Ihe  troops 
aatineuied.  The  general^in-chief  received  a  hundred  and 
ta^Mty  thousand  doUars  ftr  his  services;  his  father  had 
been  voted  a  pension  of  ten  thousand;  tfie  ministers  re- 
ettved  ei|^  ttfeonsand  per  annum,  and  the  members  of 
CkMBgress  three  thousand.  To  meet  these  ordinary  and  the 
exlraotdinaiy  expenses  which  were  constantly  accruing  was 
unpoesible;  and,  in  ccmsequence  of  these  financial  difficul* 
ties,  serious  disturbances  arose  which  threatened  the  over- 
duow  of  the  goaremment.  The  army  had  not  been  paid 
for  some  months,  and  the  soldieiy  began  to  exhibit  symp* 
toms  of  a  muHnoiui  and  disorderly  spirit.  In  order  to 
increase  the  confusion  which  prevailed,  Iturbide  denounced 
the  Congress,  for  neglecting  to  provide  for  the  comfort  of 
die  *^  most  meritorious  part  of  the  community,**  as  he  de- 
signated the  milttavy.  The  people  became  infected  with 
the  same  seditioas  s^rit,  and  the  discontented  loudly  ex- 
13 
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daimed  against  die  GongreBs  for  not  enacttng  laws  calca- 
Jated  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  nation.  Hie  affairs 
•"Of  the  eonntry  were  in  this  lamentable  oon£tion,  whim  a 
(Conspiracy  was  formed  in  Ike  royalist  camp  at  Toluca,  to 
effect  a  counter  revolntion  in  favor  of  liie  old  system. 
The  plot  was  fortunately  discoyered  in  time  to  prerent  its 
execution,  and  measures  were  taken  to  defend  the  capital 
against  the  enemies  of  Ibe  govemmeat. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  Itorbide  issned  a  proclamation  de- 
claring the  country  was  in  dang^,  and  calling  upon  Con- 
gress to  assemble  without  delay.  At  an  early  hour  <m  the 
following  day,  the  legislatme  obeyed  the^summcns,  and 
demanded  of  flie  members  of  (lie  Regency  the  eanse  of 
this  alarm.  SetLat  YanncE,  one  of  the  latter  body,  denied 
all  knowledge  of  the  affair,  and  protested  against  the  con- 
duct of  the  general-ln-chief,  in  using  the  names  of  his 
colleagues  without  their  authority,  accusing  him  of  airoga-- 
ting  powers  which  did  not  belong  to  him,  and  of  attempting 
to  govern  the  nation  by  his  own  will.  Itorbide  retorted 
by  denouncing  Yannez  as  a  traitor  to  the  state,  and  an 
enemy  to  him  personally.  He  afterwards  accused  seyeral 
other  deputies  of  the  same  crime,  but  upon  investigating 
the  charges  preferred  against  them,  thiey  were  found  un- 
supported by  sufficient  evidence  to  warrant  a  conviction. 
This  impolitic  movement  on  the  part  of  Itmfbide,  aroused 
the  attention  of  the  intelligent  portion  of  flie  people,  and 
petitions  were  presented  for  a  reoiganisation  of  the  exe- 
cutive power.  Three  new  members  were  aocordingly 
appointed  to  the  regency.  Iturbide  and  Yannez  were  suf- 
fered to  continue  in  office. 

The  general-in-chief  spared  no  effiirt  to  conciliate  the 
military,  advocating  their  claims  upon  all  occasions,  and 
displaying  an  interest  in  their  welfare,  which  soon  made 
him  the  idol  of  the  army.  To  counteract  the  influence  of 
the  soldiery.  Congress  resolved  to  reduce  the  staa£ng 
army  to  twenty  thousand  men,  substituting  in  place  of  the 
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dUMunded  rogimeatSf  »  force  of  tbirty  fboiisaiid  militia. 
Itncfaide  protegted  stioiigly  against  tUs  maasnrei  aatertiBg 
lliat  the  safetjr  of  tibe  country  demanded  an  augmentation, 
rather  than  a  reduetion,  of  the  regular  troops  then  in  the 
§eld.  Notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  the  Itarbt^stSy 
Ae  proposed  alterationB  were  deemed  neoessary,  and  thej 
were  ordered  to  be  made  without  dehqr*  Baffled  by  the 
decree  of  Congress  that  threatened  to  depriye  him  of  his 
most  devoted  partisans,  Itnrbide  determined  to  reach  the 
summit  of  his  ambitious  desires  by  one  bold,  vigorous  effort 
On  the  18th  of  May  he  presented  to  Congress  a  formal 
declaration  of  the  Cortes  of  Spain,  (dated  the  18th  of  Feb- 
maty,)  against  the  treaty  of  Gcsrdova,  denouncing  it  as 
iUegal,  null,  and  void,  as  far  as  the  Spanish  government 
was  coneemed.  Upon  the  reception  of  this  intelligence, 
the  Meidcan  Congress  decided  tiiat  ike  nation  was  released 
from  the  fiilfilment  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Hxe 
84tfa  of  Angost,  IBH^  and  that  they  were  at  liberty  to  elect 
an  emperor  according  to  the  fomrth  article  of  the  plan  of 
Ignala.  Seising  the  propitious  moment,  when  ^  the  tide 
was  at  the  flood  which  was  to  lead  him  on  to  fortune." 
Iturbide  determined  to  consummate  his  designsy  before  the 
army  was  remodeled^  or  the  people  were  awakened  from 
&e  excitement  occasioned  -by  the  .decree  of  the  ^aaish 
Cortes. 

On  the  night  of  the  18th  of  May,  1822,  the  noncom- 
missioned oflieers  of  three  regiments  then  garrisoned  in 
the  city,  assembled  the  troops,  and  distributing  money 
and  yulque  among  their  ranks,  harangued  them  in  favor 
of  the  general-in-chief.  The  eloquence  of  the  corporals 
met  with  a  hearty  response  from  the  men,  who  marched 
through  the  streets,  and  drew  up  in  front  of  Iturbide's  resi- 
d^ice;  here  they  were  reinforced  by  a  mob  of  lepero9^ 
a  species  of  $an$  adatteSf  who  swarmed,  to  tlie  number  of 
twenty  thousand,  within  the  purlieus  of  the  capital.  This 
formidaUe  class  of  beggars,  thieves,  and  assassins,  ^were 
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alvajs  npoA  the  alert  to  take  advantage  of  popular  com* 
BMitioBSy  in  order  to  eaity  their  own  peculiar  aehemea  into 
ezeeotimi.  At  ten  o'doek,  the  ihoiit  of^  ^  Long  live  Itnr- 
bide,  Enqperor  of  Mexioo,"  resounded  through  the  dtji 
aooompanied  by  the  rattling  of  dmme  and  diediargee  of 
nnuketry.  This  uproar  y^raa  eontinued  during  the  nig^t, 
aad  filled  the  quiet  dtizene  with  astoniBhment  and  alarm. 
An  intimation  was  conveyed  to  the  sMiaton  who  were 
opposed  to  Ituribidey  warning  them  not  to  appear  in  pub* 
He  next  day  as  they  valued  their  lives,  for  the  B«^cUeiy 
were  fieredy  excited  against  them.  This  nue  succeeded 
itt  deterring  some  of  the  most  influential  deputies  from 
taking  their  seats  in  the  house. 

On  die  morning  of  the  memoralde  10th  of  May,  the 
capital  was  alive  with  excited  people,  who  aaxiously 
awaited  the  op«iing  scene  of  the  drama  they  were  so 
nmdi  interested  in ;  Ihe  subnriM  poured  finth  its  ragged 
and  uncleanly  crowds,  who,  aldiough  they  neither  danced 
Ae  **  Cormagniole,''  nor  sung  the  MarsdUais,  were  equally 
aii  ferocious  as  dieir  lM«thren  of  the  fhubourga  of  Paris 
in  their  best  days.  As  soon  as  the  doors  of  the  legis* 
lative  hall  were  opened  the  mob  nudied  in  and  filled  the 
galleries,  riiouting,  insulting,  and  even  threatening  the 
members,  as  they  took  their  seats.  Of  the  himdred  and 
fliirty-four  deputies,  but  ninety-four  were  present  upon 
this  momentous  occasion.  With  great  difficulty  silence 
was  obtained,  and  a  member  proceeded  to  address  the 
house  upon  the  events  of  the  previous  night,  which  he 
declared  to  be  a  strong  aad  irresistible  expression  of 
public  sentiment,  and  therefore  moved  that  Congress 
should  exercise  its  prerogative,  and  elect  an  emperor 
upon  the  spot.  This  proposal  was  received  by  the  repre*- 
sentatives  in  profound  silence.  At  last  one  of  their  num- 
ber, more  courageous  than  his  colleagues,  observed  that 
it  would  be  assuming  a  power  which  did  not  belong  to 
them  to  proceed  in  the  afiair  without  consulting  the 
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provinces ;  diat  Congress  had  assembled  to  flrame  a  eon- 
stitatiotty  and  not  to  i^point  a  sovereign.  The  speaker 
was  intennpted  by  the  ftuions  yells  of  the  ruffians  in  the 
galleries,  vrfao  flonrished  their  swords  and  long  knives, 
threatening  tb  cutihe  throats  cf  the  members  if  ItorMde  was 
not  prodaimed  before  one  o'cloek  that  day.  Intimidated 
by  the  savage  mob,  whose  impatience  increased  every  mo* 
ment,  the  assemUy  rehietantlj  consented  to  obey  the  com* 
mands  of  the  soldiery  and  leperos,  who  were  led  on  by 
tiie  most  worthless  and  abandoned  wretches  of  the  capitaL 
A  messenger  was  dispatched  for  Itnrbide,  who  soon  ap- 
peared in  the  hall,  and  the  Congress  proceeded  to  cast 
the  votes  whidi  were  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  empire. 
Of  the  nine^-fonr  members  present,  seventy-seven  voted 
for  the  General's  elevation  to  the  throne ;  fifteen,  vrith  a 
firmness  worthy  of  admiration,  dedared  that  the  provinces 
oofl^t  to  be  consulted,  and  cast  their  ballots  against  hinv 
and  two  other  deputies  withdrew  ftom  the  house  withoot 
dpressing  an  opinion.  Amid  loud  and  repeated  shouir 
of  ''Long  live  Augustin  tiie  First,'*  IturUde,  witii  an 
affected  show  oi  humility,  accepted  the  imperial  office  he 
had  won  by  sacrificing  tiie  liberty  of  his  oountiy,  and  his 
own  sdf*re(qpect« 


CHAPTER  IV. 

CoMMUTKMi  of  thto  Emperor-- R«ftAa]  of  ^e  AiMAabap  to  oAoiftle  at 
the  Cemiioi^^^Pecvoinl  eppearaiiee  of  Itaiinde— TjCBimioel  ^d- 
muiietiMiOD  of  the  Emperor— ImprieonaiMit  of  foorteeii  Deputiee 
for  Treaeon-—  Dieeoljation  of  pongreee  by  force— Oigenisatioii  of  a 
National  Junta  ^  Unlawful  aeixiure  of  money  at  Perote— Imperial 
Order  of  Guadalupe  —  Colonization  laws. 

Tsa  emperor  was  crownedwilli  all  the  pomp  and  cere* 
moiiioas  magnificence,  so  characteriBtic  of  llie  Mexican 
people,  and  ascended  the  throne  of  the  Montezomas  wilii 
tlw  edrdial  approbation  of  the  aimy,  Ae  clergy,  and  a  nn- 
meroos  and  influential  body  of  the  citizens  of  the  capital. 
l%e  archbishop  of  Mexico,  however,  refused  to  officiate  at 
tiie  coronation,  and  even  expressed  his  opposition  to  Itur^ 
hide's  elevation,  by  retiring  from  the  city.  So  marked  a 
token  of  displeasure  from  the  head  of  the  Mexican  hierar- 
chy did  not  fail  to  create  a  sensation ;  and  while  it  en- 
conraged  the  enemies  of  the  emperor,  it  ca«t  a  shadow 
over  the  fiitore  prospects  of  the  new  bom  dynasty.  The 
provinces  of  the  empire  soon  gave  in  their  adhesion  to  the 
government,  and  solemnly  swore  allegiance  to  the  Empe- 
ror, as  the  constitational  ruler  of  the  nation. 

Iturbide  was  bom  in  the  intendancy  of  Valladolid,  on 
the  27th  of  September,  1788,  Mid  was  about  forty  years  of 
age  when  he  commenced  his  troubled  reign.  His  personal 
appearance  was  highly  pleasing  and  prepossessing,  and 
his  manners  were  both  dignified  and  elegant.  "  His  stature 
was  about  five  feet  eleven  inches,  stoutly  made  and  very 
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urell  pro|M)rtioii«d.  Hia  Uce  was  of  aa  oval  ftnii  andhis 
featores  were  all.  veiy  good  except  Mb  eyes,  wfaick  went 
coastantly  bent  upon  tbe  groond  or  averted.  His  hair  was 
farown,  and  his  beard  of  a  red  color^  his  oomplexion  was 
fiiir  and  raddy,  more  HkB  that  of  a  German  than  a  Spanish 
Crede.''*  By  his  affable  and  insinuating  address,  and  the 
wealth  and  honors  -whxek  he  lavidbed  with  a  liberal  hand 
among  die  xyiitary,  Itnrbide  gained  -many  influential  par^ 
tisane  who  supported  his  arbitrary  administration  as  long 
aa  he  oontinued  to  shower  favors  upon  them*  But  whm 
the  tide  of  advennty  set  against  hinit  these  mercenary  syeo- 
phants  wBre  the  veiy  first  of  his  party  to  desert  their 
former  idol. 

FVtHU  die  manner  in  which  the  emperor  had  been  eIeo> 
ted,  it  may  be  presumed  that  there  would  be  a  struggle 
between  ikt  legislative  and  executive  branches  of  the 
government.  Scarcely  had  Itarbide  assutfied  the  sceptre, 
when  he  demanded  the  power  of  appointing  not  only  the 
members  of  his  own  council^  but  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
courts,  together  with  the  prerogative  of  vetoing  all  law% 
and  su<^  articles  of  the  constitution  as  he  deemed  useless 
or  inexpedient.  Congress  granted  him  the  liberty  of  nomi* 
nating  the  privy  councillors,  but  firmly  exposed  his  design 
of  making  &e  Judiciary  subservient  to  his  own  will.  The 
deputies  also  conceded  to  the  executive  the  right  of  vetoing 
and  amending  the  acts  of  (kmgress,  under  certain  lestric- 
tions.  During  the  debates  upon  thb  subject,  the  galleries 
of  the  house  were  filled  with  a  disorderly  crowd  of  soldiers 
and  vagabonds,  who  were  loud  in  their  threats  of  ven- 
geance against  Ae  persons  of  the  r^resentatives  whenever 
a  measure  was  introduced  hostile  to  the  known  widies  of 
the  monarch.  In  the  early  part  of  August,  1882,  the  em- 
peror proposed  an  idteratien  in  the  judiciary,  by  substituting 
militaiy  tribunals  in  place  of  the  (Nrdinaiy  courts, 

•  Poinsett's  Nstas  os  Msxioo. 
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hb  pvoammced  inefficient  fior  the  adnunisCnitiaii  of  juetiee. 
This  jHreMunptaouA  and  flegraat  attempt,  to  convert  tbe 
Bonaroky  into  a  militaiy  deepotiemi  met  with  a  signal 
lebuke.  The  delegates  banded  together,  and  repelled  the 
pMpotttion  i¥ith  000m  and  indignation.  There  is  no  peti- 
tion flo  caleolated  to  develop  the  inherent  wieakneee  of 
the  koman  charaoter  aa  that  ef  eiqmme  power.  Fiaced 
npon  a  giddy  eminence,  far  above  the  inflnenoe  of  pnUia 
Qipkdimf  whioh  controla  the  wayward  paseionB  of  other  men, 
the  deqwtic  niler  of  a  nation  may  be  compared  to  a  vol- 
cano during  an  enqption;  which,  though  it  fill  the  whole 
ranronnding  region  with  its  gl<»y,  still  reveals  defonaitiea 
which  in  a  more  subdued  light  would  have  escaped  aotioe. 
Hie  policy  pursued  by  the  Mexican  emperor  proves  him 
to  have  been  a  tyrant  al  heart,  who  was  determined  to 
gratify  his  lust  for  power  by  trampling  upon  the  saered 
lights  of  his  sulgects. 

Exasperated  by  the  opposition  of  the  legidative  hoiff 
Itarbide  resorted  to  a  measure  that  at  once  proclaimed 
his  iniquitous  intentions.  On  th^  nig^t  of  the  36th  of 
August,  fourteen  members  of  Congress  were  arrested  upon 
an  accusation  of  high  treascm,  and  incarcerated  in  prison. 
Three  days  elapsed  before  their  colleagues  assumed  con- 
rage  to  remonstrate  against  this  abuse  of  imperial  power* 
On  the  29th,  however,  they  demanded  the  release  of  the 
prisoners,  or  a  hearing  for  them  before  the  prefer  tri* 
bunals,  in  aecotdance  with  the  laws  of  the  empire.*  The 
minister  of  the  Interior  repUed,  that  the  act  of  habeas 
corpus  rrferred  to  but  one  person,  and  could  not  be 
^>plied  to  several  guilty  of  a  similar  offence  I  The  Mexi- 
can Congress  then  demanded  that  the  accused  should  be 
tried  by  a  committee  of  the  house ;  the  execitfive  refiised 
this  request,  alleging  that  it  was  impossible  to  designate 
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tiie  dipntiM  vgko  wm»  imiooaAti  from  tfaosd  who  wen 
gnl^  of  Ibe  MOM  crioie  for  wliiok  Ibw  coUeaguM  wert 
iapriMiied*  After  mack  tamakaoQa  debate  npon  thk 
0a^eot»  Gcmgreea  deeided,  on  the  12th  of  Sqptember»  to 
sabnit  to  the  will  of  the  emperor»  m  die  rarest  method 
of  ptoenring  the  veloMo  of  the  prieonersi  and  jatemrriag 
the  peaoe  of  the  ooootxy.  Four  monihB  had  beea  ccmh 
nuied  in  the  fruitlem  ettatt  to  reatrain  the  prerogatiTa 
of  the  execiilure  within  the  Umite  prescribed  Iqr  the  oi^ 
ganic  law  of  the  state.  Doiiiig  tUs  period  the  affaim 
of  the  people  were  allowed  to  remain  in  the  greatest 
eonftuion;  the  coanti7  swarmed  with  robbers  and  aa» 
saitnins^  who,  taking  advantage  of  the  disorder  wbick  had 
prevailed  since  the  revolution,  oonunitted  the  most  atnn 
eioos  crimes  with  imponity.  The  royal  exchequer  waa 
banknipty  and  the  eaqpenses  of  the  government  br  ex* 
eeeded  the  revenue.  All  confidence  between  the  emper^ 
and  Congress  had  been  destroyed  by  the  tyrannical  con* 
dtact  of  the  former,  and  the  determination  of  the  latter,  to 
abstain  fiom  enactiag  laws  wbkk  were  liable  to  be 
stifled  by  the  imperial  veto. 

Convinced  of  the  inq>osaibility  of  attenqptiag  to  btiag 
the  kgislatmre  into  a  oompliance  with  his  plans,  Iturbide 
assembled  a  select  party  of  his  political  friends,  and  de* 
IMmnced  the  policy  pursued  by  Congress  as  opposed  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  country,  asserting  that  ikef 
desired  to  overthrow  his  government,  and  erect  a  de» 
mocracy  in  its  place,  in  contravention  of  the  stipulations 
of  the  Plan  of  Iguala,  which  they  had  awom  to  maintain 
invidatQ.  It  was  proposed  by  the  partisans  of  the  em* 
peror  to  demand  of  Congress  a  rednction  of  their  numbet 
and  privileges,  together  with  an  increase  of  the  royal 
piperogative.  The  deputies  firmly  resisted  these  innov^ 
tions,  and  withstood  the  attempts  of  the  executive  to 
cajole  them  into  a  surrender  of  the  little  liberlgr  which 
ti^y  stUl  retained.    Determined  to  caisy  his  schemes  Into 
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cfeet,  Iturbide  resorted  to  die  expedient  emplojred  fay 
Cromwell  and  Napoleon  under  somewliat  Bimilar  ciivaiai< 
Btancea.  Accordingly,  on  tbe  3(hh  of  October,  1623,  one 
of  the  emperor's  aids  appeared  in  the  legisIatiTe  hall,  and 
commanded  the  members  to  dieperse  within  ten  minutesi 
or  they  should  be  expelled  at  tiie  point  of  the  bayonet. 
This  threat  had  the  desired  effect^  as  the  soldiery  were 
known  to  be  violently  exasperated  against  the  represent 
tatives,  who  had,  among  other  foUies^  reftised  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  the  army. 

The  dissolution  of  liie  Congress  of  the  nati<m  placed 
the  emperor  upon  the  height  he  had  been  struggling  to 
teach.  He  now  had  succeeded  in  overthrowing  all  the 
barriers  that  lay  between  his  condition  as  a  constitutional 
sovereign  and  a  despotic  sultan.  Ifis  usuipation  did  not 
pass  without  some  show  of  resistance.  Don  Felix  la 
Crana  raised  the  grito  of  revolt  in  the  eastern  internal 
provinces,  and  pronounced  in  favor  of  llie  Congress.  Itur* 
Mde  dispatched  a  division  against  him  without  delay, 
whidi,  advancing  rapidly  upon  Soto  la  Marina,  attacked 
and  dispersed  the  malcontents  before  they  had  become 
suffidently  strong  to  make  an  effectual  stand. 

On  l^e  2d  of  November,  a  national  junta,  consisting  of 
finty'^five  members,  were  tesembled  by  proclamation,  and 
proceeded  to  perform  all  the  functions  of  a  legislative  body. 
The  financial  affairs  of  the  country  being  exposed,  it  waa 
discovered  that  the  expenses  of  the  government  was  thir^ 
teen  millions  of  dollars;  its  resources  amounted  to  but 
eight  millions.  The  junta,  in  order  to  replenish  the  trea* 
sury,  immediately  imposed  a  forced  loan  of  two  millions 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  A  large  quantity  of  money 
was  soon  after  seised  at  Perote,  and  appropriated  by  tlMi 
rapacious  administration  to  its  own  use ;  it  belonged  to 
emigrant  ^aniards,  who  had  fled  to  avoid  the  troubles 
wfaidi  distraoted  the  empire. 

Iturbide  now  found  himself  in  a  position  which  would 
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have  UBsetiled  tiie  ideas  of  a  much  greater  man;  he  i¥ai 
the  sole  arbiter  of  his  eoimtry's  destiny,  untrainmeled  by  a 
single  aalhority  potent  enoofl^  to  control  his  lawless  will. 
He  nsed  ereiy  means  to  conciliate  his  foes,  by  eonfenring 
npon  those  who  Jmned  his  party  offices  of  profit  and  honor. 
He  established  an  order  of  knighthood  called  the  Imperial 
Order  of  Guadalupe,  of  which  his  nugesty  was  the  grand 
master.  By  these  measures  he  gained  many  adherents, 
and,  supported  by  the  clergy,  and  the  military,  his  dynasty 
seemed  too  firmly  fixed  to  be  easily  overthrown.  The  par 
triot  leaders  who  were  opposed  to  his  administration  had 
retired  from  the  capital;  the  Spaniards  had  been  driven 
from  Vera  Cruz,  and  were  now  besieged  in  the  castle  of 
San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  by  the  imperial  army  under  General 
Santa  Anna,  one  of  the  emperor's  most  devoted  partisans. 
The  finances  alone  disturbed  the-  even  tenor  of  his  reign^ 
$nA  flureatened  to  interrupt  the  harmcmy  which  existed 
throughout  the  coubtry .  In  the.  hope  of  relieving  his  diffi- 
culties, ItnriHde  issued,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1899,  four 
millions  of  paper  money,  vehich  was  declared  to  be  a  legal 
tender  for  one-third  of  its  amount. 

Cte  the  8d  of  January^  the  National  Junta  passed  a  ge- 
neral colonization  law,  which  guaranteed  to  protect  the 
liberty,  property,  and  civil  rights  of  all  foreigners  who 
professed  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  who  should  settle 
within  the  provinces  designated  by  the  government.  This 
law  rrferred  to  Texas,  the  only  part  of  the  mnpire  where 
colonies  had  been  estaldished.  It  was  the  ol{jeet  of  the 
Mexicans  to  fi>rm  a  barrier  of  American  settlem^ts  upon 
their  eastern  firontier,  that  would  serve  as  a  protection 
against  tbe  savages  who  infested  the  great  plains  which 
stretched  from  tiie  Rio  Grande  to  the  Sabine. 


CHAPTER  V. 

IwBMp^  pfflfWM  to  Jalafw^HiB  ftlai  iofiarfifw  wilh  Sula  AuMt-^ 
Refolt  of  llie  GmiMn  of  Veia  Cjnu— Prammeiamento  agiinst  tlw 
Emperor— iFrateniiiation  of  the  hoetile  ArmieB"* Convention  of 
Casa  Mate — Yictoiia  aasumea  the  Conunand  •*-  Requisition  upon  the 
Clergy— >  Adyanoe  of  the  Malcante&ts— Abdication  of  the  Emperor—* 

Tn  Spanieh  gamaon  ci  San  Juan  de  UUoa  haviaf 
made  an  attempt  to  reeovtr  the  city  of  Vera  Gnu,  it  waa 
now  deemed  aeoessary  to  obtain  poBflesaion  of  that  impor* 
tant  Ibrtrese;  which,  impregnable  by  it0  great  strength, 
eoramaaded  the  town  and  harbcnr  of  the  principal  seaporl 
of  the  empire.  Itorbide^  aoecHrdingly,  opened  a  negotiatioB 
with  tbe  commandant  of  the  caatle,  which  reenlting  in  no- 
thing definitOi  the  former  reeolved  to  proceed  to  the  ooaeti 
and  obtain  a  pereonal  interview  with  the  latter,  in  the 
hope  of  bringing  him  to  terQU. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  the  emperor  left  the  capital 
with  a  brilliant  eseort,  and  was  received  evetywhere  on 
his  ronte,  with  the  evidences  of  unshaken  loyalty.  Upon 
his  anival  at  Poebla,  he  was  greeted  by  enthusiastic 
crowds,  and  sumptuously  entertained  1^  the  bishop  of  the 
diocese,  and  the  governor  of  that  dty^  both  of  whom  wore 
his  firm  allies  and  Mends.  fVom  there,  he  proceeded  to 
Jalapa,  where  he  awaited  the  coming  of  the  Spanish  com- 
mander. Tliat  officer,  however,  refused  to  deliver  up  the 
stronghold,  or  to  confer  with  the  emperor  beyond  the  pre- 
dncts  of  his  own  walls,  so  the  negotiation  terminated. 

(S04) 
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AldHme^  the  emperor's  vint  to  Jalapa  failed  in  itf 
ol{f  eet,  yet  it  waa  the  cause  of  hasteiiiiig  the  dervdbpineat 
of  eventi  connected  with  the  destiny  of  ItaiUde,  tiba 
nation,  and  the  cause  of  Mexican  Kberty.  General  Eoha- 
vairi,  the  command«^in-chief  of  the  soulhem  division  of 
the  imperial  army  joined  his  majesty  at  Jalapa,  and 
charged  bis  second  in  anthority,  D«mi  Antonio  Lopez  de 
Santa  Anna,  witfi  insobordination  and  disobedience* 
Hue  distinguished  pmnmage,  who  was  by  nature  ambi- 
tious, lumghty,  and  enteiprising,  had  driven  the  Spaaiaids 
from  Vera  Oraz,  and  was  at  this*  time  provisional  govern 
ncft  of  that  place,  and  possessed  of  great  inikience  in  the 
army  under  his  orders.  Itorbide,  in  an  evil  how,  called 
him  to  Jalapa,  and  harshly  reproaching  him,  dei»ived  him 
of  his  command.  **  To  an  aspiring  mind,  and  a  persever* 
ance  and  energy  rarely  associated  in  Ihe  Meicican  charae* 
ter,  Santa  Anna  united  a  sensibility  of  soul  which  rendered 
him  peculiarly  susceptible  to  the  emotions  of  gratitude 
and  revenge.*'  .  Exasperated  by  the  ungenerous  ocmdoct  ot 
the  man  he  had  helped  to  raise  to  a  throne,  he  departed 
from  Ihe  town,  and  outstripping  the  messenger  who  bore 
tbe  order  fbt  his  dismissal,  he  reached  Vera  Cruz,  and 
mustering  hiisr  troops,  he  addressed  them  in  an  impetaous 
manner.  Denouncing  the  emperor  and  his  administtation, 
he  exhorted  them  to  take  up  arms  and  oppose  a  govera* 
ment  so  despotic,  ungrateftd,  and  inefficient.  The  soldiers 
received  this  harangue  wilh  acclamation,  and  readily 
enrolled  themselves  against  the  power  they  had  sworn  to 
maintain.  The  garrisons  of  the  a4jacent  towns  soon 
J<rined  ihe  malcontents,  and  "fiie  whole  province  of  Vera 
Cruz  was  arrayed  under  their  standard.  Santa  Anna 
immediately  issued  a  prrmuTiciamento  in  favor  of  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government;  he  accused  the  emperor  of 
pegury,  tyranny,  and  ingratitude;  with  having  reduced 
the  nation  to  a  state  verging  upon  ruin,  by  his  extortions 
and  ni\just  decrees,  leveled  against  the  sacred  rights  of  the 
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fBopki.  He  declared  it  hlii  design  .to  convoke  the  Meii- 
ean  Congrets,  to  nnfixrl  the  banner  of  demoeracy  and 
march  n^pon  the  capital.  Finally,  he  adviaed  Itoibide  to 
abdicate  and  throw  himeelf  npon  the  generoaily  of  the 
iMition,  who  woold  not  fail  to  rememb^  his  former  aer* 
vices  in  Iheir  cause. 

Upon  the  reception  of  this  dociiment»  the  emperor 
ordered  General  Echavani  to  march  against  the  rebels 
with  the  forces  under  his  command  and  dbperse  them 
without  delay.  Santa  Anna  advanced  to  meet  him,  and 
took  up  a  portion  at  the  Pnente  del  Key,  a  bridge  over  the 
Bio  Antigaa,  which  he  fortified.  The  hostile  }mrtiea  met, 
and  fought  several  actions  without  dther  gaining  the 
advantage  or  suffering  much  loss.  This  was  not  a  war 
of  caste  or  extennination  like  the  preceding,  bat  one  of 
policy,  in  which  intrigue  proved  more  potent  than  the 
eword  or  bayonet  At  lids  crisis  6uadalui>e  Victoria,  who 
had  been  concealed  among  the  mountains,  suddenly  ap 
peared  in  the  insmgent  camp,  and  was  hailed  with  enthu- 
siasm by  the  soldieiy.  With  a  moderation  which  did  him 
honor,  Santa  Anna  resigned  the  baton  of  command  into 
the  hands  of  this  vet^an  republican,  vAose  name  alone 
was  a  tower  of  strength  to  any  cause  he  espoused. 

On  the  calends  of  February,  1823,  Echavarri,  Victoria, 
and  Santa  Anna,  held  a  conference  at  Casa  Mata,  which 
resulted  in  a  union  of  the  hostile  armies.  The  generals 
dispatched  an  o£Bcer  to  the  capital  with  pnq[>o8al8  of 
peace,  but  insisted  upon  the  abdication  of  the  emperor 
and  the  immediate  convocation  of  Congress,  as  the  fine 
fua  non  of  the  pacification.  Itorbide,  astounded  by  the 
defection  of  Echavarri,  endeavored  to  recall  him  to  his 
allegiance,  but  without  success.  His  affairs  were  be- 
ooming  more  desperate  every  hour:  his  treasury  was 
empty ;  the  paper  currency  he  had  issued  was  worthless ; 
tiie  people  already  discontented,  threatened  to  rise  en 
moMse  and  hnri  him  Aom  his  throne. 
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Urged  on  by  hia  fiUal  destiny ,  the  emperor,  fbrgetl^  of 
the  party  to  whoae  efforts  he  owed  his  crown,  attacked  the 
dergy  in  the  most  susceptible  part;  he  oatted  upon  them 
tor  a  contribution  of  ohnrdi  plate  to  rdieve  him  from  the 
difficulties  which  pressed  ujxm  him.  True  to  the  poli^^ 
whidi  governs  the  jHiestfaood  in  all  countries  and  in  ever 
elime,  the  Mexican  jwelates  withdrew  th«r  sappoit,  and 
die  imperial  straeture  Aey  had  reared  ftll  crombling  to  die 
earth.  The  revolt  wUch  had  been  oonlBned  to  Vera  Cruz, 
soon  spread  over  the  whole  country,  from  Yalladolid  to 
San  Lois  Potosi;  the  people  rose,  and  seising  the  royal 
authorities  cast  them  into  prison :  Oaxaca  and  Guadalaxara 
also  declared  against  &e  administralion.  Bravo  and 
Guerrero,  mustering  an  army  in  tiie  western  provinoesi 
sounded  the  tocsin  of  rebellion  and  arrayed  themselves  in 
deadly  hostility  to  the  emperor.  The  forces  under  Victoria 
entered  Pnebla  about  the  Itit  of  March,  and  were  received 
as  friends.  Rnrbide  had  established  a  camp  at  Iztc^[ialucay 
four  miles  from  the  capital,  but  perceiving  that  his  star 
had  fallen,  he  returned  to  the  dty,  and  on  the  8ih  of 
ManA,  summoned  the  Mexican  Congress  together,  and 
tendered  his  abdication.  The  number  of  members  being 
too  small  to  form  a  quorum,  they  declined  to  accept  his 
resignation.  Deserted  by  the  clergy,  the  people,  and  even 
the  flatterers  who  had  basked  in  the  sunshine  of  royal 
&vor,  the  unhappy  prince  on  the  19th,  made  a  formal  sur- 
render of  the  imperial  crown,  declaring  that  he  had 
accepted  the  supreme  power  with  reluctance  to  save  Ihe 
country  from  ruin,  and  that  he  was  ready  to  resign  it,  the 
moment  he  had  discovered  that  his  retaining  it  served  as  a 
jHretext  for  civil  war.  Annoimcing  to  Congress  his  desire 
to  seek  an  asylum  in  some  foreign  land,  that  his  presence 
in  Mexico  might  not  give  rise  to  dissensions,  he  solicited 
of  them  an  appropriation  sufficient  to  liquidate  his  debts. 
Again  Congress  refrued  to  receive  his  abdication,  denying 
that  he  had  ever  possessed  a  legitimate  right  to  the  crown, 
but  they  granted  him  periwesioa  to  leave  die  country  with 
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fiuDily;  and  allowed  him  a  pension  of  twenty-five 
^usand  doUM«  a  year.  Itorbide,  who  had  withdrawn  to 
Tulancingo,  acceded  to  tiiese  terms,  and  Btripping  himself 
of  the  emblem  of  sovereignly  which  had  galled  his  brow, 
he  laid  the  sceptre  of  tbe  Mohtezamas  at  the  feet  of  those 
firom  whom  he  had  violently  wrested  it.  Thus  terminated 
the  administration  of  Augustin  Itorbide,  a  man  who  had 
*' greatness  thmst  xipon  him  "  a  mere  creatore  of  ciremn- 
stances;  riaised  to  the  highest  pinnacle  of  power  by  the 
infliienee  of  a  powerful  class,  his  government  was  one  of 
expedients^  not  of  principle,  and  was  charactetized  by  die 
mesi  absitfd  ineonsistencieB  and  unnecessary  sererlties. 
IBs  maxim  was  not  that  which  is  right,  but  that  which  is 
convenient.  He  ceased  to  govern  when  unsupported  by 
the  elergy,  and  a  hiring  soldieiy,  who  turned  their  bayo- 
nets against  him  when  his  exchequer  was  exhausted,  and 
their  pay  deferred.  Adorned  by  no  virtue,  graced  by  no 
talents,  he  rose  to  a  dangerous  eminence,  and  after  '^stnit* 
ting  his  hour  upon  the  stage,"  he  doffed  the  imperial 
purple,  and  sank  back  into  his  former  obscurity. 

On  the  27th  of  March)  the  republican  Ibrces  tQid«r 
Victoria  and  Negrete,  entered  the  capital  in  triumph. 
The  former  Congress  assembled  and  app<dnted  a  triiimvi«* 
rate  as  the  supreme  executive  power  of  the  nation.  The 
persons  chosen,  were  Nicholas  Bravo,  Guadalupe  Vidtoria, 
and  Pedro  Celestino  Negrete;  the  latter  personage  had 
been  a  distinguished  enemy  to  the  patriots  during  the 
struggle  which  terminated  in  the  independence  of  Mexico. 
General  Santa  Anna,  in  the  meantime  sailed  fix)m  Vara 
Cruz  vrith  six  hundred  men,  and  landing  at  Tampico, 
advanced  to  San  Luis  Potosi,  and  commenced  a  cotmter- 
revolution,  by  declaring  himself  the  protector  of  the  federal 
republic.  He  did  not  succeed,  however,  and  was  obliged 
to  yield  to  the  government.  The  ex-emperor,  his  family 
and  suite,  consisting  of  twenty-five  persons,  were  escorted 
to  the  coast  by  General  Bravo,  and  embaiked  for  Italy,  in 
an  Engliah  vessel  on  the  Htk  of  May,  18S8. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

OomrmmoR  of  18S4  — Oppodtion  of  the  Clergy  and  Military — In- 
frifaea  of  the  ftienda  of  die  lata  Emperor— Revolt  of  Eehayarri — 
LuaReetioB  at  the  Capital  — -  BaniahmeAt  of  Staboli  and  hk  aooom- 
plieea— Decree  againat  Itnrbide— Sudden  retnm  of  that  peiaonr 
age— Hia  arreat-^  Death  of  Itnrbide — Hia  reputation  in  Mexico. 

.Thk  revolution  had  so  far  proved  eminently  Buocess- 
fal,  and,  notwithstanding  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  ex- 
u/M.  BM  to  the  exact  form  of  the  government  to  be  estab- 
lishedi  all  the  master  spirits  of  the  country  were  in  favor 
of  a  republican  system.  In  order  to  obtain  the  opinion 
of  the  people  a  new  election  was  held  for  members  of 
Congress.  The  deputies  who  were  chosen  assembled  at 
Mexico  in  the  autunm  of  1823,  and  on  the  20th  of  No- 
vember a  committee  of  the  house  reported  the  outlines 
of  a  constitution  modeled  after  that  of  the  United  States 
of  the  north.  The  conmiittee  was  composed  of  the 
Senores  Vargas,  Argnelles,  Mangins,  Arispe,  and  Jose  de 
Jesus  Huerta,  all  of  whom  were  distinguished  patriots, 
and  sincere  advocates  of  democratic  institutions.  By  this 
instrument,  Mexico  was  to  be  divided  into  sixteen  states, 
under  the  title  of  the  Mexican  United  States ;  the  form 
of  government  to  be  that  of  a  representative  popular 
federal  republic: 
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A&TicLB  in.  Declares   that,  **  The  relij^on  of  the  Mexican 
nation  is,  and  will  be  perpetually,  the  Romaa  Catholic  Apostolic, 
and  prohflnts  the  exercise  of  aH  other. 


'210  CONBTITUTiON  OF  18M. 

**  Aet.  Vn.  The  legifllatiYe  power  of  the  federation  ehaB  be 
^poaed  in  a  Congress,  to  be  divided  into  two  hoosesy  one  of 
^deputies  and  the  other  of  senators. 

**  Art.  XL  For  every  eighty  thousand  sonk,  one  representative 
shall  be  appointed,  or  for  a  fraction  which  passes  forty  thousand: 
the  state  which  may  not  contain  this  population  to  be  entitled  to 
one  representative  notwithstanding. 

<«Art.  XXV.  The  senate  shall  be  composed  of  two  senators 
from  each  state,  elected  by  an  absolute  majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
legislatures. 

««  Art.  LXVII.  Every  resolution  of  the  general  Coi^press  shall 
have  tfw  character  of  a  law  or  decree. 

''Art.  LXX.  All  laws  relating  to  contributions  or  impost  to 
originate  in  the  house  of  deputies.  The  supreme  executive  power 
was  to  be  lodged  in  one  individual,  s^led  die  president  ef  the 
Mexican  United  States.'* 

''There  was  also  to  be  a  vice-president;  both  of  these  oiE.- 
eers  to  be  elected  by  the  legislatures  of  the  different  states.  The 
term  of  service  for  the  executive  was  to  be  four  years.  No 
president  could  be  elected  for  two  consecutive  terms.  The  ex- 
ecutive had  the  privilege  of  vetoing  all  laws  within  ten  days 
after  their  enactment,  unless  such  laws  had  been  passed  by  a 
majority  of  two-thirds  of  both  houses  of  Congress.  During  the 
recess  of  Congress,  one  senator  from  each  state  officiated  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  of  Government,  of  which  the  vice-president  of 
Mexico  was  the  chairman.  This  council  performed  the  duties  of 
ihe  senate,  and  were  the  constitutional  advisers  of  the  executive, 
possessed  of  power  to  control  his  official  authority,  if  deemed 
necessary.  The  administration  of  justice  was  confided  to  one 
supreme,  and  several  district  and  circuit  courts.  The  supreme 
court  was  composed  of  eleven  members,  divided  into  Aree  halls. 
The  judges  held  their  offices  during  good  behavior,  and  were 
elected  by  the  legislatures  throughout  the  confederacy  upon  the 
same  day.  The  circuit  courts  were  composed  of  one  professional 
judge,  one  prosecudng  attorney,  and  two  associate  judges.  The 
members  of  these  tribunals  were  nominated  by  the  supreme  eonrti 
and  appointed  by  the  president.    Before  entering  upon  their  dullest 
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die  j«dge0  of  iWlattor  look  iIm  Mdwiag  0ftlk,  in  pftience  of  Aa 
prMkfent  of  the  RepabHc:  « Too  ewoer  to  God  our  Lord,  MibMfy 
to  discharge  the  dotiee  and  oUigatune  confided  to  you  by  the  w^ 
tionu  If  you  do  thie  God  will  xewaard  you;  if  otherwiee*  he  will 
puiueh  you**  No  suit  eould  be  instittttedf  either  in  dvil  or  erisiir 
nal  cacee,  for  ii^uries,  unlesf  the  litiganta  could  prove  that  they 
had  legally  attempted  the  means  of  conciliation."* 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  the  Mexican  constitution— 
an  instrument,  in  some  respects,  equal  to  that  of  any 
country;  in  others  very  deficient.  Its  great  faults  were  the 
prohibition  of  all  forms  of  religion  save  that  of  Rome, 
and  its  neglecting  to  provide  for  trial  by  jury,  that  mighty 
bulwark  of  the  people  against  the  power  of  an  interested 
or  Venal  judiciary.  This  absurd  devotion  to  the  Roman 
Church  has  been  the  curse  of  the  Mexican  nation ;  it  has 
dried  up  the  fountains  of  liberty,  and  has  spread  a  blight- 
ing influence  over  the  land,  withering  and  paralyzing  tho 
efforts  of  those  who  have  endeavored  to  dispel  the  clouds 
of  ignorance  and  superstition ;  which  hang  in  gloomy  folds 
upon  the  altars  of  her  cathedrals,  and  around  the  humble 
firesides  of  her  degraded  peasantry;  and  unless  a  more 
liberal  spirit  of  religious  toleration  prevails,  Mexico  can- 
not hope  to  prosper,  but  will  sink  lower  and  lower  in  the 
scale  of  nations,  until  h^  light  is  extinguished  in  the 
blood  of  her  slaughtered  people ;  who  will  fall,  like  the 
sutgects  of  her  ancient  monarchs,  a  prey  to  the  valor  and 
enterprise  of  some  bold  invader. 

^  We  buried  their  fathers  upon  the  San  Jacinto ;  we 
will  bury  their  sons  upon  the  Rio  Bravo.''  This  boast  of 
the  Texans  has  been  accomplished  long  since,  in  smoke 
and  in  flame.  The  enemies  of  the  federal  system,  the 
most  prominent  of  whom  were  ecclesiastics  and  military 
chiefs,  opposed  the  establishment  of  the  constitution  by 

every  means  known  to  politicians.    They  resorted  to  in- 
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*  By  means  of  the  Cousolado. 


SIS  IfiWUBBECnON  OP  LOBATa 

tngoe,  artifioey  threali> and  bribery;  and  ivhen  these  failed, 
tiiey  did  not  seraple  to  excite  their  partisanBy  to  airay  them- 
flelveo  in  hostility  against  the  administration. 

In  the  early  part  of  January,  1824,  General  Echavanri, 
who  ocenpied  the  province  of  Puebia,  raised  the  standard 
of  revolt,  and  refused  to  obey  the  commands  of  the  trium- 
virate. General  Guerrero  was  sent  against  the  rebels,  by 
the  government,  who,  marching  upon  them  at  the  head  of 
a  battalion,  quelled  the  disturbance  without  resorting  to 
force,  and  carried  Echavarri  a  prisoner  to  the  capital. 
Shortly  afterwards,  another  insurrection  took  place  at 
Cuernavaca,  in  the  Tierra  Caliente,  which  was  also  put 
down  by  the  active  Guerrero,  who  proved  himself  to  be 
worthy  of  all  confidence.  The  opponents  of  the  constitu- 
tion, who  wished  to  establish  a  central  system,  managed 
to  defer  the  adoption  of  that  instrument,  until  the  patience 
of  several  of  the  States  becoming  exhausted,  they  took  up 
arms,  and  threatened  to  withdraw  from  the  confederacy 
unless  their  wishes  were  complied  with.  Taking  advan- 
tage of  this  diversion  in  their  favor,  the  federalists  insisted 
upon  the  immediate  adoption  of  the  constitution,  which 
was  accordingly  sworn  to  on  the  2d  of  February,  1824,  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  all  who  really  desired  the  good  of 
the  republic. 

During  this  period,  on  insurrection  broke  out  in  the  city 
of  Mexico,  caused  by  the  ancient  enmity  which  existed 
between  the  Creoles  and  European  Spaniards.  The  na- 
tives of  the  capital  and  the  garrison,  headed  by  Colonel 
Lobato,  demanded  the  expulsion  of  the  Spaniards  from  all 
public  employments ;  Congress  refused  to  grant  this  re- 
quest, and  the  whole  city  was  thrown  into  an  alarming 
state  of  agitation.  Lobato  finally  submitted  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  was  pardoned.  His  second  in  command.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Staboli,  still  held  out,  and  did  not  surrender 
until  his  followers  deserted  him.  Staboli  was  tried  by  a 
court-martial,  and  condemned  to  be  shot;  he  was  sub^se- 
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qaently  liberated  and  banished  fkrom  Mexico,  with  twenty- 
three  other  officers,  who  were  implicated  in  the  revolt. 
In  consequence  of  the  excitement  which  continued  to 
prevail,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  comply  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  natives,  as  there  had  been  too  mnch  cause  for 
Aeir  prejudice  against  the  Spaniards.  Several  changes 
were  therefore  made  in  the  departments;  the  Europeans 
were  superseded  by  Creoles,  the  fi»rmer  being  aUowed  a 
pension  for  life  of  one-third  of  their  former  pay.  The  su- 
preme executive  was  also  remodeled,  and  was  now  com- 
posed of  Nicholas  Bravo,  Vicente  Guerrero,  and  Miguel 
Ciominguez.  On  the  28th  of  April,  Congress  passed  a  law 
declaring  Augtlstin  Itnrbide  a  traitor,  and  sentenced  him 
to  death  should  he  re-enter  the  republic.  This  decree  was 
designed  to  check  the  moVements  of  the  partisans  of  the 
late  emperor,  who,  being  excluded  from  all  share  in  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  were  constantly 
disturbing  the  tranquillity  of  the  state  by  their  intrigues. 
Hat  these  disaffected  persons  were  bent  upon  restoring 
the  imperial  power,  was  soon  placed  beyond  the  shadow 
of  a  doubt  by  an  eventful  catastrophe. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  1824,  a  strange  vessel  was  seen 
hovering  upon  the  coast  near  the  river  Santander:  she 
was  under  English  colors,  and  excited  the  curiosity  of  the 
people  on  shore,  who  seldom  witnessed  such  an  appear- 
ance upon  this  solitary  part  of  the  Mexican  Gulf.  On 
the  following  day.  General  Felix  la  Garza,  the  command- 
ant of  the  district  of  Soto  la  Mcuina,  was  waited  upon 
by  a  person  from  the  ship,  who  announced  himself  as 
Charles  de  Beneski,  a  Polish  gentleman  who  visited  Mexi- 
co vrith  a  friend,  with  the  intention  of  negotiating  vdth 
the  government  for  a  tract  of  land  for  the  purpose  of 
founding  a  colony  from  abroad.  La  Garza  gave  the  fo- 
reigners permission  to  enter  the  county,  although  he  was 
not  without  his  suspicions  as  to  their  object  in  landing 
upon  this  isolated  spot.     On  tfie  17th,  the  General  was 
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mfomied  that  Beneaki  was  walking  on  Bhore  with  a  com* 
panion  who  was  difiguiaed,  and  appeared  to  ahun  observa- 
tion. The  conuHandant  dispatching  a  party  of  troops  in 
purs«itt  of  them,  the  strangers  were  i^prehended  at  Parcje 
de  los  Arroyos,  eighteen  miles  from  Soto  la  Marina.  The 
prisoners  were  brought  before  La  Garza;  when  being 
stripped  of  his  disguise,  Itorbide  stood  face  to  face  with 
his  fofmer  officer.  Having  revolted  against  the  emperor 
in  182S,  and  having  been  routed  and  disgraced,  La  Garza 
bore  no  good  will  toward  hb  illustrious  captive,  so  strange- 
ly placed  in  his  power. 

Oveirating  his  influence  with  his  eountirymen,  er  like 
the  young  Foscari,  sick 

M  Of  &«t  s»ls4y 
Which  calls  up  green  and  natire  hills  te  view 
From  the  rough  deep,  with  such  identity    • 
To  the  exile's  fevered  eye," 

The  banished  monarch  returned  to  die  upon  the  soil  thai 
gave  him  birth,  and  nourished  him  up  to  greatness.  Th^ 
famed  beauties  of  the  ^'  picture  land"  of  Italy,  to  which  he 
had  been  exiled,  were  forgotten  in  the  remembrance  of  the 
gorgeous  loveliness  of  the  vale  of  Mexico.  General  La 
Garza  conducted  his  prisoners  to  Padilla  and  delivered 
them  up  to  the  autiiorities  of  the^  state*  within  whose 
confines  they  had  been  taken.  The  legislature  was  then 
in  session,  and  determined  to  execute  the  decree  of  Con- 
gress which  had  been  passed  in  the  month  oC  April 
preceding.  Iturbide  entreated  the  authorities  to  submit 
his  case  to  the  general  government ;  asserting  the  purity 
of  his  intentions  in  returning, but  without  success:  the 
legislature  was  inexorable,  and  he  was  sentenced  to  die 
with  indecent  haste. 

On  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  July,  after  confessing 
himself,  Iturbide  was  led  to  execution.      He  addressed 

*  Tamanlipas. 
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those  who  were  present  in  an  earnest  manner,  declaring 
that  he  had  sought  his  native  land,  not  as  a  dethroned 
prince  to  claim  his  crown,  but  as  a  soldier  and  a  Mexican, 
for  the  purpose  of  binding  up  the  wounds  of  his  beloved 
country,  and  to  defeat  the  machinations  of  her  enemies  1 
He  exhorted  those  around  him  to  love  their  country,  and 
obey  the  present  government;  he  then  announced  his 
readiness  to  die,  and  placing  a  bandage  over  his  eyes  he 
knelt  on  the  ground.  The  word  of  command  was  given, 
which  was  followed  by  a  volley  of  musketry,  and  the  rest- 
less spirit  of  the  Mexican  chief  no  longer  animated  his 
frame.*  The  news  of  the  death  of  Iturbide  was  received 
by  the  nation  vrith  no  exhibition  of  unseemly  exultation; 
and  although  the  different  state  legislatures  sent  their 
congratulations  to  the  federal  government,  the  sins  of  the 
deceased  were  regarded  more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger. 
The  Mexican  Congress,  without  openly  reproving  the  offi- 
cious zeal  of  the  authorities  who  had  taken  upon  them- 
selves the  execution  of  the  ex-empercn*,  resolved  to  reward 
his  eminent  services  by  granting  his  family  a  pension  of 
eight  thousand  dollars  a  year.f 

Since  that  period  the  reputation  of  Iturbide  has  in* 
creased  among  his  countrymen  until  it  has  reached  its 
climax,  and  he  is  now  recognized  throughout  Mexico  as 
the  father  of  his  country  !  The  anniversary  of  the  day 
which  gave  him  birth,  is  celebrated  in  every  city,  town, 
and  pueblo,  from  Chiapas  to  Santa  Fe,  with  all  the  usual 
demonstrations  with  which  nations  proclaim  their  grati- 
tude towards  public  benefactors. 

*  He  fell  pierced  with  four  balls :  two  of  which  were  lodged  in  hie 
brain,  the  same  number  in  his  heart. 

f  Itiubide*B  fiunily  consisted  of  a  wifb  and  two  children. 
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Ok  the  13th  of  July,  1824,  the  supreme  executive  power 
of  Mexico  issued  a  decree,  manumitting  negro  slaves,  a;nd 
abolishing  the  slave  trade  -within  the  temtory  of  the  re- 
public. Every  slave  brought  into  the  country  after  this 
date  was  declared  to  be  a  free  mian,  firom  the  moment  he 
landed  upon  the  Mexican  soil.  It  was  farther  decreed, 
Ihat  all  vessels  engaged  in  transporting  negroes  into 
Mexico  should  be  confiscated,  and  their  owners,  agents 
and  officers,  subjected  to  ten  years*  imprisonment. 

The  Mexicans  owed  the  introduction  of  Africans  into 
their  country  to  the  efibrts  of  Las  Casas,  the  benevolent 
Dominican,  who,  wishing  to  preserve  the  natives  of  the 
continent  from  the  fate  which  had  befallen  those  of  His- 
paniola,  proposed  to  substitute  in  their  stead  a  race, 
whose  physical  and  moral  peculiarities  seemed  to  destine 
them  to  a  life  of  bondage.  Yielding  to  the  persuasions  of 
Las  Casas,  Charles  Y.  granted  a  license,*  to  one  of  his 
courtiers,  to  introduce  negroes  into  the  Spanish  colonies. 
This  personage  sold  the  privilege  to  a  company  of  Genoese 
merchants,  who  loaded  several  ships  with  Africans  and 

*  The  Aaaiento,  Philip  V.  (jnnsfened  this  right  to  the  Engiiah. 
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seat  diem  to  America.  In  the  rich  ulands  of  Hispaniola 
andCubaithe  aocuned  freight  was  ptuchaaed  with  avidity^ 
but  upon  the  mainlaad,  where  the  nativea  were  of  a  more 
hardy  constitation,  more  accustomed  to  labor,  and  there* 
fere  better  suited  for  slaves  than  those  of  the  isles,  a  small 
number  only  was  disposed  of;  and  at  the  time  when  the 
decree  of  mannmisaon  was  promulgated,  there  were  not 
more  than  ten  thousand  Afiican  bondsmen  in  the  repubUo. 
This  act  •  of  enfranchisement  was  a  deed  of  justice  and 
mercy  to  all  classes,  inasmuch  as  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple were  so  wretchedly  poor  that  their  lalxNr  could  be 
purchased  for  a  mere  trifle; 

On  the  18th  of  August,  the  Triumvirate  of  Mexico  is- 
sued a  colonization  law,  confirmatory  of  that  passed  the 
preceding  year.  By  the  foisrth  article  of  this  decree,  it  was 
declared  that  no  settlementB  could  be  made  within  twenty 
leases  of  the  territory  of  any  foreign  nation,  nor  within  ten 
leagues  of  the  sea-coasts,  without  the  express  approbation 
of  the  general  executive  power.  By  article  seventh,  it  was 
guaranteed  that,  xmtil  after  the  year  1840,  no  law  should 
be  passed  prohibiting  the  entrance  of  foreigners  into  the. 
country  as  colonists,  *' unless  imperious  circumstances 
should  require  it,  with  respect  to  Individuals  of  a  particular 
nation."  The  new  colonists  were  forbidden  to  transfer 
ih^  property  in  manuB  muerlos  (mortmain)  or  to  hold 
lands,  if  they  were  not  domiciliated  within  the  limits  of 
the  republic,  or  citizens  thereof. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  these  laws  were  not  dictated 
in  a  spirit  of  generous  liberality,  always  excepting  the 
articles  requiring  the  colonists  to  submit  to  the  predominant 
religion  of  the  country.  As  these  laws  referred  to  Texas, 
they  may  be  regarded  as  so  many  executive  warrants 
authorizing  the  dismemberment  of  the  Mexican  domain. 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  under  which  the  govern- 
ment labored  arose  from  the  distracted  condition  of  the 
public  finances.    In  the  month  of  August,  1834,  the  Mexi- 
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efta  agents  succeeded  in  negotiating  a  loan  of  twenty 
of  dollara,  -with  an  opulent  koiue  in  London;  a 
loan  of  sixteen  millions  was  sobseqnently  obtained 
during  the  same  year.  This  filled  the  coffem  of  the  state, 
and  enabled  the  executive  to  cany  out  their  patriotto 
schemes  for  the  regeneration  of  the  nation. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1825,  die  general  sovereign  con* 
stitneat  Congress  of  Mexico  assembled  at  the  capital,  noA 
mea  opened  with  all  due  solemnity.  On  the  6th  of  the 
aame  month,  the  votes  of  the  state  legislatures  were  read 
IB  presence  of  both  houses,  and  Guadalupe  Victoria  vrm 
declared  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  and 
Nicholas  Bravo,  Vice-President  of  the  same.  Congress 
passed  several  laws  during  this  session  calculated  to  pre^ 
mote  the  prosperity  ot  the  nation.  All  titles  of  nobiMty 
were  abolished  in  the  republic,  as  being  contrary  to  the 
democratic  constitution  which  had  been  adopted.  An  ef> 
fi>rt  was  also  made  to  circumscribe  the  power  of  the  priesl^ 
hood  within  the  limits  corresponding  to  the  new  order  of 
things. 

The  poor  remains  of  the  once  formidable  Spanish 
psrwer  was  now  concentrated  at  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  CaUao, 
the  port  of  Lima,  and  at  CSiiloe  on  the  coast  of  Chili. 
The  European  forces  were  few  in  number,  and  were 
neither  feared  or  respected  by  the  emancipated  colonies, 
who  diortly  afterwards  witnessed  their  surrender.  Thus 
was  the  power  of  Spain,  with  all  its  splendid  array  of  vice* 
kings  and  captain-generals,  swept  before  the  hurricane  of 
revolution  from  the  lands  accursed  by  her  despotic  and 
iniquitous  rule.  The  political  simoom  had  crossed  nei 
only  ^e  valleys  and  mountains  of  Mexico,  but  along  the 
shores  of  Columbia,  Chili,  Guatemala,  and  the  ancient 
emigre  of  Peru.  The  hrilUant  victcHy  of  Ayaoucho  had 
orowned  the  struggles  of  the  republicans  with  success. 
Seas  of  blood  had  been  shed  and  deeds  of  cruelty  perpe* 
trated,  unheard  of  in  modem  times;  the  footsteps  of  either 
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liBMitMii  liad  been  tnwkad  in  the  blMd  of  not  only  flM>0e 

engttg^  hi  aemal  vca£Bm,4Nit  too  often  in  that  of  ike  Oflsd 
ondholpkosif^wosneiiandiimooentehUdron.  And  now, 
having  pasood  tbrongh  all  the  hwron  of  rovofartion  and 
hiteatine  war,  and  shaken  off  die  graqp  of  fweign  dominar 
lien,  the  several  states  enteted  npcm  the  dangerous  expo- 
rinmt  of  self  gov  ennient.  How  signally  they  have  fiedled 
in  that  i^oiioQseareer  is  bat  too  weU  known.  Theirdeeds 
have  been  foroed  upon  the  observation  of  msoikind,  nnftU 
their  feeUngs  revolt,  and  they  torn  away  in  horror  and 
disgost  from  Ihe  page  which  reeords  the  bloody  histoiy« 
Soddenly  eniOTging  from  a  stale  of  degradation  and  de- 
pendenee,  the  nations  of  the  south  were  blinded  by  the 
ftsod  of  light  whiflfa  poured  npon  their  path  from  the  altat 
of  freedom,  and  like  one  long  oonftied  within  the  i^oonqr 
walls  ^  n  dnngeen,  they  staggered  to  and  fro  nntil  they 
have  fallen  into  a  eon^tion  of  anarchy  and  disorder  oMse 
deploraUe.  than  that  whioh  preoeded  thdr  emaneipation. 
The  Mexicans  and  Penivians  have,  merely  changed  thsir 
mailers,  the  miUtaiy  ehiefii  of  the  present  day  are  equally 
as  tyrannous  and  licentious  as  the  delegated  sovereigna, 
who  formerly  swayed  the  eonquered  sceptres  of  Monte* 
nma  and  the  Ineas. 

PreaidentTieboria  vras  inaugurated  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1895,  and  oommenoed  his  administration  under  the  fairest 
aospices.  The  United  Stales  had  recognixed  the  inde* 
pendence  of  Mexico  daring  the  reign  of  Iturbide,  in  IBM. 
The  government  of  Great  Britain  had  announced  her 
determination  of  doing  the  eame  on  the  1st  <tf  January, 
and  had  appointed  commissioners,  vested  with  full  pow 
ers  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commeroe  with  the  new 
Republic.  The  treasuiy  of  the  state  had  been  replen* 
ished,  and  the  turbulent  spirits  who  had  so  often  disturbed 
the  public  tranquillily,  seemed  to  have  wididravni  from 
the  political  arena,  where  they  had  displayed  their  unge- 
nerous strife.    The  state  authorities  who  had  been  elected 
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to  office  had  entered  upon  tiiieir  duties,  and  appeared 
detennined  to  second  the  efforts  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment in  laying  the  foundations  of  the  democratio  dynasty 
upon  a  solid  and  permanent  basis.  Victoiia  was  per- 
sonally a  popular  man  with  the  people,  the  soldiery,  and 
the  clergy;  he  had  experienced  many  vicissitudes,  and 
had  proved  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  freedom  in  many 
a  bloody  field.  The  first  year  of  Victoria's  administra- 
tion passed  without  any  important  event  worthy  of 
record ;  the  fierce  elements  were  stilled,  and  the  bark  of 
state  glided  tranquilly  along  through  the  calm  waters. 

By  the  constitational  act  of  the  7th  of  May,  1824, 
the  territory  bordering  upon  the  Rio  Grande  and  the 
province  of  Texas  was  provisionally  united  to  form  the 
state  of  Coahuila  and  Texas,  ^  until  Texas  possessed  the 
necessary  elements  to  prove  a  separate  stato  of  herself 
This  decree  gave  the  latter  a  specific  political  exist- 
ence, and  recognized  her  as  one  of  the  tmities  of  the 
Mecriean  federation.  On  the  24th  of  March,  1625,  the 
legislature  of  the  ^  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  stato 
of  Coahuila  and  Texas,  desiring,  by  every  possible  means, 
to  augment  the  population  of  its  territory,  to  promote 
the  cultivation  of  its  fertile  lands,  the  raising,  and  mul* 
tipUcation  of  stock,  and  tiie  progress  of  die  arts  and  com- 
merce,*' passed  a  colonization  law  confirming  the  decrees 
of  the  general  government,  and  guaranteeing  the  foreign- 
ers in  their  personal  and  political  rights.  The  colonies 
on  the  Braces  and  in  the  eastern  part  of  Tetas  were 
rapidly  advancing  toward  a  state  of  great  proi^erity;  the 
vast  plains  Were  filled  with  herds,  the  valleys  with  plen- 
teous crops  of  ftdl-eared  com,  and  the  cheerftil  sounds 
of  human  industry  resounded  through  the  forests  so  lately 
the  abode  of  the  prowling  savage. 
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DoBoro  iJie  winter  of  1836,  the  Mexican  Congresa  was 
thrown  into  great  excAtement  by  the  introduction  of  a  biU 
for  the  suppremdon  of  Masonic  societieB  within  the  repub- 
lic, in  obedience  to  a  papal  bull  iseued  by  the  Roman 
Pontiff.  In  all  ag;ea  and  countriee,  the  Rondsh  clergy  have 
regarded  freenoiaaonry  with  Ihe  greatest  abhorrence,  de- 
nouncing it  as  a  pestilent  heresy,  worthy  of  the  severest 
punishment.  In  the  year  1738,  Pope  Clement  XII.  excom- 
municated all  persons  connected  with  masonic  lodges ;  in 
1751,  Benedict  XIV.  confirmed  the  sentence  of  his  prede- 
cessor. The  Inquisition  punished  those  suspected  of  free- 
masonry with  torture,  imprisonment,  and  even  death. 
Ferdinand  VI.,  of  Spain,  condemned  the  members  of  this 
sodely  to  suffer  the  penalty  inflicted  upon  those  guilty  of 
high  treason.  His  successor,  Charles  IV.,  then  king  of 
Naples,  issued  an  edict  to  the  same  effect.  In  France, 
Holland,  and  Italy,  the  assemblage  of  lodges  was  pro- 
hibited by  both  the  priesthood  and  the  laws  of  the  state. 

The  Mexican  clergy,  more  bigoted  and  powerftd  than 

those  of  the  Peninsula,  had  been  enabled  to  keep  this 

hire^  b^ond  the  limits  of  the  viceroy  alty;  but  no  sooner 

(«i) 
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had  Mexico  declared  her  independence  than,  in  spite  of  all 
their  efforts,  the  seeds  of  masonry  began  to  spring  np  in 
all  parts  of  the  country.  The  Pope  was  therefore  called 
upon  to  blast  their  growth,  by  the  spiritual  thund^  of  the 
church.  In  defiance  of  the  commands  of  his  holiness,  and 
the  threats  and  persuasions  of  the  native  clergy,  the  bill 
demanding  the  suppression  of  masonic  lodges  was  rejected 
by  the  Mexican  Congress.  And  as  nothing  tends  to  in- 
crease the  spread  of  any  opinion  so  much  as  p^secutioii, 
the  opposition  of  the  priasthood  soon  rendered  the  free^ 
masons  both  numerous  and  popular.  The  memben  of 
Ais  order  carried  their  political*  principles  within  the 
precincts  of  their  respective  lodges,  which  were  converted 
into  assemblies  devoted  to  or  against  the  interests  of  the 
federal  government. 

The  charter  of  the  original  h>dgSBs  estaUisbad  in  Mexico 
had  been  obtained  from  Scotland,  <iie  nmnbers  of  which 
were  called  the  Escoces;  the  parsons  com^Kwing  this 
branch  of  the  society  were  opposed  to  tbe  constitution)  and 
in  favor  of  a  limited  monarchy,  to  be  governed  by  a  Spaxt- 
ish  prince,  la  order  to  counteract  the  iafiuence  of  this 
faetiouy  another  society  was  organized,  known  as  the 
Yorkino  lodge^  the  members  of  which  were  devoted  to 
the  cause  of  democracy  and  the  constitution.  The  Esco*- 
ces  numbered  among  their  adherents  many  persons  of 
wealth  and  influence;  the  Vice-President  of  the  republic, 
Nicholas  Bravo,  was  their  leader;  Giomez  Pedraza,  Jose 
Montanyo,  and  several  distinguished  statesQien  and  sol- 
diers, were  firm  supporters  of  the  aristocratic  faction. 
The  Yorkinos  were  headed  by  generab  Victoria,  Santa 
Anna,  Guerrero,  Lorenzo  de  Zavala,  and  Bustamente,  all 
of  whom  were  men  of  talents  and  reputation^  Each  of 
these  rival  parties  endeavored  to  break  down  the  other, 
but  without  success ;  the  legislative  halls  were  converted 
into  a  field  of  contention,  which  witnessed  the  altemale 
defeat  and  triumph  of  either  faction.    The  fieice  passions 
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wUdi  kad  le  often  filled  the  plains  'with  hostile  anniesi 
^pere  here  Splayed  in  deadly  opposition,  and  threatened  to 
rend  the  eonfederacy  to  pieces.  The  Yorkinos  were  the 
most  nnntetoos  party,  and  had  more  partisans  among  llie 
people  of  the  provinces,  &e  intelligent  citisens  and  agti* 
entairists,  the  village  cnras  and  subalterns  of  the  army; 
but  they  had  to  ctmtend  against  an  c^nlent  and  pow«iiiil 
class,  composed  of  the  dignitaries  ol  the  church,  the  great 
landholders  and  miners,  the  higher  officers  of  die  army  and 
of  the  stale,  "who  employed  the  vast  resomt^s  at  th^  dis- 
posal to  advance  the  caose  they  had  sworn  to  support. 
Eveiy  measure  introduced  into  Congress  served  as  a  cause 
of  war  for  the  parties,  whose  reckless  hostility  toward  each 
other  rendered  them  incapaUe  of  perfoiming  their  duties 
as  the  legislators  of  a  free  people. 

These  dissensions  continued  to  distract  the  councils  of 
the  nation  during  the  session  of  Congress;  and  after  its 
adtfoumment,  the  members  of  the  legislative  and  executive 
branches  differing  widely  upon  aU  sutgeets  demanding 
their  attention,  tiie  interests  of  the  people  were  neglected; 
and  had  not  tiie  state  legislatures  acted  with  more  wisdom 
tlmn  the  federal  government,  the  country  would  have  been 
thrown  into  the  greatest  disorder.  Fortunately  the  pro* 
vinces  ei^oyed  an  immunity  from  the  distractions  which 
convulsed  the  capital,  and  were  steadily  advancing  to- 
wards a  condition  of  prosperity  hitherto  unknown  to  them. 
Texas  alone  exhibited  a  warlike  aspect,  in  consequence 
of  the  mad  attempt  of  a  number  of  adventorera  to  erect 
tile  eastern  portion  of  the  province  into  a  separate  state. 
The  assumed  cause  of  this  revolt  was,  that  the  Mexican 
government  had  abolished  slavery.  There  were  a  great 
number  of  negroes  in  Texas,  who  were  bound  for  life,  and 
were  de  facto  the  property  of  their  masters.  This  arrange- 
ment, however,  did  not  content  the  FVedonians,  as  they 
called  themselves,  who  took  up  arms,  and  forming  an  alli- 
ance with  some  Indians  in  the  vicinity,  resolved  to  resist 
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the  authorily  of  the  state.  A  diyiAion  of  troops  maichod 
against  the  malcontents,  and  an  action  ensued,  which 
resulted  in  the  defeat  and  dispersion  of  the  rebek.  Gene- 
ral Long,  their  leader,  was  wbsequently  assassinated  at 
San  Antonio  de  Bexar. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  same  year,  1887,  Colonel  Jose 
Montanyo,  a  distinguished  leader  of  the  Escoces  faction, 
sounded  the  tocsin  of  civil  war  at  Qtomba,  and  promulga- 
ted a  plan  for  the  forcible  reform  of  the  government.  In 
December,  General  Bravo  denounced  President  Victoria 
as  a  Yorkino,  and  leaving  the  capital  and  fratrinizing  with 
the  rebels,  marched  to  Tulandngo,  and  declared  in  favor 
of  the  plan  of  Montanyo,  which  was  to  establish  a  central 
consolidated  system  in  lieu  of  the  one  then  in  oparaHon. 
The  insurgents  mustered  in  strong  force;  the  discontented 
flocked  to  their  camp  from  the  neighboring  states,  swelling 
their  ranks  and  rendering  them  more  formidable  every 
hour.  The  aristocratic  party  in  the  capital  were  prepared 
to  rise  against  the  government  the  moment  Bravo  ap- 
peared before  its  walls.  The  clergy  were  actually  en- 
gaged in  sowing  the  seeds  of  discord  among  the  people; 
destroying  their  confidence  in  the  existing  dynasty  by 
insidious  and  covert  means. 

At  this  dangerous  crisis,  January,  1828,  General  Guer- 
rero was  sent  to  quell  the  revolt ;  marching  against  the 
rebels,  their  forces  seemed  to  melt  away  at  his  approach, 
like  the  mist  before  the  rising  sun,  their  power  weis  broken, 
their  men  dispersed,  and  Bravo  found  himself  no  longer  at 
the  head  of  an  army.  By  the  energetic  efforts  of  Guerrero 
the  country  was  soon  quieted  .and  the  constitution  pre- 
served. Bravo  and  his  principal  associates  were  banished 
flrom  the  republic  they  had  sought  to  destroy  by  a  decree 
of  Congress. 

The  government  of  Spain  beheld  in  these  fatal  dissen- 
sions BO  many  evidences  of  returning  affection  for  herself, 
and  was  actively  engaged  in  concentrating  forces  at  Cuba» 
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for  ifae  purpose  of  taMng  poBseseion  of  her  fbnner  depen- 
dency. Yessela  were  fitted  out  and  manned  with  troops, 
emissaries  were  sent  into  Mexico  to  sustain  the  hopes  of 
tke  paitisam  of  Spain,  and  to  gain  adh^ents  by  promises 
of  magnificent  rewards  of  rank  and  wealth.  The  Mexican 
exeeatiTe  was  warned  betimes  (tf  the  designs  of  the  enemy^ 
but  destitute  of  ships  of  war,  was  unaUe  to  prevent  their 
ezecntion  in  the  then  c<xidition  of  the  national  marine. 
Fortunately  at  this  juncture  the  republic  was  able  to  secure 
Ae  services  of  one  whose  reputation  bore  the  prestige  of 
success,  and  whose  honesty,  sincerity,  and  gallantry,  has 
placed  his  name  high  upon  the  rolls  of  fame.  This  per- 
sonage was  Commodore  David  Porter,  of  the  American 
navy,  who  entered  the  Mexican  service,  and  by  his  indi- 
vidoal  efforts  saved  the  coimtry  from  the  horrors  of  an 
invasion.  During  the  years  1826-7-8-^9,  Com.  Porter  had 
command  of  the  Mexican  marine,  and  gave  innumerable 
proofs  of  his  zeal,  activity,  and  fidelity  to  the  republic* 
"Captured  Spanish  vessels  were  constantly  arriving  in 
the  harbor  of  Vera  Cruz.  Vessels  of  every  description 
wer^  taken  upon  the  coast  and  even  in  the  ports  of  Cuba, 
some  of  which  were  laden  with  rich  cargoes.  The  prisons 
were  filled  wilb  Spanish  prisoners,  and  the  military  and 
naval  forces  collected  for  the  reconquest  of  Mexico  were 
required  f<Mr  the  protection  and  defehce  of  the  commerce 
of  Spain,  and  the  Island  of  Cuba.  The  revenue  of  the  re- 
public was  greatly  increased  by  the  payment  of  duties 
upon  Spanish  prize  goods,  and  the  sale  of  prizes."  Nor 
did  this  worthy  veteran  withdraw  from  the  country,  until 
he  had  lost  one  son  in  its  'service,  another  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner,  a  nephew  killed  in  battle,  and  he  himself 
■     I       .  ■    ■      *  I  ■  ■  ■  I    ■■  I    ...  I-  ■  . 

*  The  Mexican  naTy  consisted  in  1836,  of  nineteen  yessels,  one  ship 
of  the  line,  two  frigates,  one  schooner,  four  gunboats,  one  corvette,  four 
launches  and  two  pilot  boats.  After  Com.  Porter  left  Mexico,  the  mar 
rine  fell  into  disuse,  and  has  neyer  been  respectable  since  that  period. 
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4Ndbjedtod  to  great  sufferiAgSi  ^Ad  the  dread  of  death  jfrom 
ithe  knife  of  the  assasiiii.* 

On  the  l8t  of  September,  1828,  the  ae^eral  itatee  of 
the  eonfederaoy  proceeded  to  elect  a  chief  magifltrate  to 
succeed  Preeident  Victoria,  whoee  term  would  expire  upon 
the  following  April.  There  were  two  eandidiUrw  in  the 
field  for  thifl  important  office :  one  of  which,  Maanei 
Gomes  Pedraza,  then  Secretary  of  War  and  Marine,  wai 
supported  by  the  Encoees  faction*  The  Yorfcinos 
brought  forward  General  Vicente  Guerrero,  whose  politi- 
cal opinions  were  decidedly  democratic.  The  legislatures 
throughout  the  Republic  were  nearly  equally  divided; 
and,  after  a  close  contest  between  the  parties  upon  this 
question,  Pedraza  was  elected  by  a  m^ority  of  two  votes. 
This  result  did  not  satisfy  the  Yorkinos  who  daimed 
the  office  for  their  own  candidate.  The  question  was 
agitated  in  the  rival  lodges,  where,  concealed  firom  the 
observation  of  the  people,  the  members  of  either  faction 
conspired  against  the  tranquillity  of  the  nation  by  plotting 
for  the  supremacy.  The  most  distinguished  of  these  par- 
tisans  was  General  Santa  Anna,  and  Lorenzo  de  Zavala, 
the  grand  master  of  the  Yorkino  lodge,  both  of  whom 
were  warm  advocates  of  the  federal  system.  These  diiefii 
in  coiyunction  with  Guerrero,  and  generals  Monteauma 
and  Lobato,  resolved  to  obtain  possession  of  the  helm  of 
state  at  all  hazards.  President  Victoria,  although  a 
Yorkino  in  principle,  endeavored,  but  in  vain,  to  still  the 
tempest  which  threatened  to  annihilate  tiiie  o<mstitution 
and  Bweep  away  the  political  fabric  which  had  been 
reared  with  so  much  blood  and  treasure. 

In  the  autumn  of  1828,  General  Santa  Anna  placing 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  garrison  of  Jalapa,  and  seizing 
upon  the  funds  belonging  to  the  state,  denounced  the 


*  Memoir  of  Commodore  Porter  to  the  American  Secretaiy  of  State, 
FeWarj  S4tb,  1896. 


fSeetioa  of  Pledmva  m  illegal,  jBrmMent,  and  nneonstita* 
tional  I  He  soon  cdleoted  a  potveiAil  force,  6x4  UUsf 
po00eBflioii  of  the  caatle  of  P^ote,  tent  a  diviaioii  agaiml 
Vera  CruK,  where  lie  liad  many  perscmaji  and  political 
fiieadfl.  Ab  the  rebeb  advanced  towards  the  city,  II10 
iohabitaatfl  were  filled  with  oonstematicHi,  j&randed  on  the 
asBuranoe  that  it  woald  be  captured  and  given  up  to  pil* 
lage.  At  this  isrisia  the  people  of  Vera  Cras  feand  a 
protector  in  Commodore  Port^,  who,  at  the  nrgeni  iolici'* 
tation  of  the  governor  and  foreign  residentfl,  took  com- 
Biattd  of  the  town  and  manned  the  fortifications  with  men 
drawn  firom  the  vesBoIs  of  war  then  in  port.*  Upon  the 
reception  of  tiiis  intelligenoe,  the  insoigents,  who  had 
anticipated  an  easy  conqaest  and  rich  booty,  in  die  opa* 
lent  city  of  the  true  cross,  halted  in  their  march,  and  forti« 
fied  themselves  at  Poente  del  Rey,  intercepting  all  com- 
munication between  the  capital  and  the  eastern  coast; 
not  daring,  however,  to  advance  beyond  their  position, 
to  the  great  reUef  of  the  citizens,  who  had  already  beheld 
the  spoiler  at  their  gates.  FVom  his  head-quarters  at 
Petote,  Santa  Anna  issued  a  manifesto,  declaring  his 
intention  of  marching  upon  the  capital,  and  placing  the 
Yerkino  candidate  upon  the  presidential  chair  by  force 
of  arms.  For  thisi  and  other  seditions  acts,  the  govern- 
ment  declared  him  an  outiaw  and  an  enemy  to  the  Repub- 
iic.f  This  spirited  decree  baffled  the  attempts  of  the 
Mexican  Cataline  for  a  time ;  his  fiiends,  being  inspired 
with  a  wholesome  dread  of  the  executive  power,  witiidrew 
their  support,  and  left  him  to  maintain  the  revolt  unaided 
and  alone.  The  greatest  difiiculty  which  impedes  the 
progress  of  men  of  superior  abilities  in  their  advancement 
towards  the  objects  of  their  ambition,  is  the  inefficiency, 
obstinacy,  or  intractability^  of  the  individuals  they  are 

*  Memoir  of  Commodore  Porter. 
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compelled  to  use  Ba  instnuneitta.  Such  was  Santa  Anna's 
predieament;  neither  Guerrero,  Bncrtamente,  nor  any  of 
the  Y(Nrkino  faction*  dared  to  come  out  boldly  and  second 
hifl  efforts.  In  the  meantime  his  forces  were  melting 
away,  or  wasting  their  energies  by  loitering  in  camp. 

As  the  winter  approached,  the  straggle  between  the 
riyal  parties  assumed  a  fiercer  character,  and  it  soon  be- 
came apparent  that  the  contest  could  be  settled  in  no  other 
way  than  by  the  sword  and  bayonet.  About  the  1st  of 
December,  1828,  General  Guerrero  took  the  field  in  p^von, 
and,  placing  himself  at  the  head  of  the  Yorkino  forces, 
advanced  upon  the  capital.  On  the  4th  of  December, 
Santa  Anna  issued  a  pronunciamento  against  the  election 
of  Pedraza,  and  in  favor  of  Guerrero  and  the  federal  sys- 
tem. The  Escoces  prepared  to  resist  this  violent  method 
of  obtaining  the  supreme  power,  and  armed  themselves  for 
the  conflict.  But  the  hostile  army  was  too  strong  to  be 
kept  beyond  the  walls  by  &e  feeble  efforts  of  their  adver- 
saries. The  Yorkinos  entered  the  city,  and  for  several 
days  the  streets  of  Mexico  were  deluged  with  liie  blood  of 
the  contending  factions.  The  houses  of  the  Esoooes 
were  pillaged,  the  Parian*  was  sacked,  and  full  sway 
given  to  the  licentious  passions  of  a  mob,  composed  of  the 
most  degraded  population  in  the  world.  The  leperos  and 
banditti  from  the  neighboring  hills  found  work  enough  for 
their  long  knives,  and  rioted  in  the  excess  given  to  their 
lawless  desires.  Murder  and  rapine  stalked  abroad,  and 
neither  age  nor  sex  was  spared  during  this  dreadful  period. 
The  rude  scene  finally  terminated;  Pedraza  and  his  asso- 
ciates fled,  leaving  their  rivals  in  possession  of  the  coveted 
power. 

■  ■        I. 
*  The  Parimn  is  a  speciea  of  public  pawn-broking  ettabllahment  unto 
protection  of  the  goyemment ;  it  nsually  contains  an  imm^miyf^  quantity  of 
TWy  valaable  property. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

CompuAOT  of  tke  Bsooeet--La]uii]if  ofmSpaulikaimyiiiidtr  G«m- 
nl  Bamdu —Santa  Anna  naiehea  agaiait  him-^  Gapitabtaon  of 
the  Spaniaxda— SoTolt  of  Bostamente^—  Union  of  Santa  Anna  witk 
the  Rebels— Flight  of  Gaerrero— Tyranny  of  Bustamente— Diffi- 
eoltief  in  the  nordiein  ProTinoea — War  between  the  riral  Partiet  •— 
CaptMe  and  death  of  Gnenero. 

Thb  aovereign  oonatitaeiit  CongreM  of  Mezioo  laet  on 
the  XbI  of  Janoaiyy  1829,  and  on  the  6th  of  the  8ame  monih 
declared  Vicente  Guerrero,  President  of  the  repahUo,  and 
Anaatasio  Bostamente,  Vice-IVesident.  The  flight  of  Pe- 
draza,.and  the  leading  membera  of  the  arifltocratic  party, 
had  removed  the  principal  canse  of  ducord,  and  the  few 
months  which  preceded  the  cloae  of  Victoria'a  adminiatra- 
tion  passed  in  comparative  tranqnillity. 

On  the  let  of  April,  1829,  Guerrero  and  his  associate 
were  inaugorated  into  office;  General  Montezuma  was 
appcnnted  secretaiy  of  war  and  marine,  and  General  Santa 
Anna  was  placed  in  command  at  Vera  Cruz.  Lorenzo  de 
Zavala  was  elected  governor  of  the  state  of  Mexico,  and 
General  Illisola,  another  distingoished  federalist,  com- 
manded the  military  of  the  province. 

The  Escoces,  although  defeated  by  their  opponents 
in  the  halls  of  Congress  as  well  as  in  the  field,  still  deter- 
mined to  continue  the  struggle,  even  at  the  cost  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  country.  Among  other  outrages  against 
the  safety  of  the  republic,  they  maintained  a  treasonable 
correspondence  with  the  Spanish  authorities  in  the  island 

(tW) 
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of  Cuba,  entering  into  a  conspiracy  "with  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  Mexico  once  more  beneath  the  sway  of  a 
Bourbon  prince.  As  they  carried  on  their  plot  concealed 
under  the  sacred  veil  of  a  masonic  temple,  neither  the  na- 
tion nor  the  government  were  aware  to  what  dangerous 
extremities  the  passions  of  these  men  had  hurried  them, 
until  the  footsteps  of  an  invading  army  were  heard  upon 
their  shores.  ComttodoM  Porter,  (fisgusted  with  the  per- 
fidy and  ingratitude  of  the  people  whom  he  had  served 
with  so  much  zeal  and  fidelity,  had  withdraMm  fhnn  the 
country  where  he  had  **  lost  every  thing  that  was  valuable 
to  him,  except  hia  self-respect  and  good  name."  After  his 
departure,  the  Mexican  gulf  and  a(]|^acent  coasts  were  un- 
protected by  a  single  efiicient  vessel  of  "Wari  and  the 
Spaniards  experienced  no  difiiculty  in  throwing  an  army 
iato  die  Interior  of  the  republic.  An  expedition  was  fitted 
«Qt  at  Havanna  it  July,  1829,  consisting  of  four  thousand 
troops,  commanded  by  €reneral  Barradas.  The  invaders 
landed  at  Tampico  on  the  27th,  and  meeting  with  no 
opposition,  marched  into  the  eountiy,  and  encamped  in  a 
strong  position.  The  Mexicans  were  taken  by  surprise 
by  this  bold  enterprise,  and  for  a  time  seemed  incapable 
of  resisting  the  advance  of  the  enemy ;  recovering  from 
the  panic  into  which  they  had  been  thrown  by  this  unex- 
pected event,  the  supreme  authorities  dispatched  General 
Santa  Anna,  with  a  competent  force,  against  the  Span- 
iards, at  the  same  time  using  every  precaution  to  prevent 
fbe  Spanish  faction  firom  uniting  with  them.  After  a  con- 
test between  the  hostile  armies,  which  never  cartie  to  a 
general  engagement,  Barradas  finding  himself  unsupported 
by  the  Escoces,  and  being  destitute  of  the  necessary 
supplies  to  carry  on  the  war,  was  forced  to  surrender. 
The  invading  army  laid  down  its  arms  on  the  10th  of 
September,  and  shortly  afterwards  were  permitted  to 
retire  item  the  scene  of  its  disgrace.  Santa  Anna  returned 
to  the  capital  covered  with  honors  and  renown. 
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The  exigieneiet  of  tlie  stale  hadi  in  the  opinion  Df  the 
gotenunent,  demanded  an  increase  of  the  exeeatiTe 
power,  and  Gueirero  had,  accordingly,  assumed  the  styto 
and  authority  of  dictator.  Notwithstanding  the  abortiye 
attempt  of  the  Spaniards  to  regain  possession  of  Mexico, 
the  Esooces  were  still  conspiring  to  subvert  the  oonsti* 
tntien.  Aware  of  the  machinations  of  this  party^  presi« 
dent  Ghieiraro  continued  to  exercise  the  cxtraordBnaiy 
powers  he  had  been  invested  with,  when  the  oountry  was 
threatened  by  a  f(»«ign  army.  This  reluctance  to  resigft 
the  dictatorship  served  as  a  pretext  for  another  revolution^ 
which  was  headed  by  the  vioe-prerident,  Bustamente.  In 
December,  182^,  this  general,  placing  himself  at  the  head 
of  a  divisioa  of  the  republican  troops,  pronauneed  against 
the  administration,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  The  ex« 
ecutive  ordered  Santa  Anna  to  march  against  the  rebehi 
and  reduce  them  to  obedience,  instead  of  which  he  at  first 
ieebly  opposed,  and  finally  fratrinlzed  with  Bustamente. 
The  two  generals,  advancing  upon  the  capital,  forced  the 
president  to  fly,  leaving  his  rival  in  possession  of  the 
power,  who  was  soon  after  elected  his  successor  by  the 
army.  Guerrero  retired  to  VaUadolid  de  Mechoacani 
where  he  organized  a  government  in  opposition  to  thai 
of  Bustamente,  and  again  did  Mexico  behold  her  sons 
arrayed  in  deadly  hostility. 

The  governor  of  the  state  of  Mexico,  Lorenzo  de  Zav- 
ala, was  indicted  by  the  grmd  jury,  composed  of  mem- 
hen  of  Congress,  as  a  traitor  to  the  Republic,  and  Crcn^ral 
Filisola  was  sent  with  a  parly  of  troops,  to  apprehend 
him.  The  legislature  of  the  state  being  in  session,  pro* 
tested  against  this  arbitrary  measure,  and  the  people  col« 
kcted  to  defend  him;  several  conflicts  ensued;  the  go- 
vernor's mansion  was  surrounded  by  the  soldieiy,  who 
were  deterred  by  the  crowd  firom  efiecting  an  entrance* 
In  the  midst  of  the  tumult,  Zavala  made  his  escape,  and^ 
accompanied  by  a  jBriend,  fled  to  the  mountains,  fkom 
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wlieaoe  he  issued  a  maaifeBto  in  defence  of  his  principles. 
By  the  flight  of  Zavala,  the  province  of  Mexico  was  left 
without  an  executive,  and  its  affairs  fell  into  the  greatest 
disorder.    Disturbances  were  also  rife  in  the  north. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  1630,  the  Mexican  Congress,  who 
had  already  become  jealous  of  the  growing  importance 
of  Texas,  passed  a  law  prohibiting  the  emigration  of 
North  Americans  into  that  department.  At  the  same 
time  a  strong  division  of  troops  crossed  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  spreading  themselves  throughout  the  country,  an- 
noyed the  inhabitants  with  their  exactions,  and  increased 
the  irritation  caused  by  the  distrustful  policy  of  die  fede^ 
ral  government.  Congress  a4joumed  on  the  15th  of 
April,  leaving  the  Council  of  Government  and  Bustamenle 
to  rule  the  nation.  The  latter  had  already  become  a 
oentralist,  and  intoxicated  with  his  power,  recognized  no 
law  superior  to  his  own  arbitrary  wiU. 

In  September,  the  legblature  of  Coahuila  and  Texas 
was  dissolved  by  force,  and  the  members,  who  had  op- 
posed the  tyrannical  proceedings  of  the  president,  cast 
into  prison  without  trial,  and  exposed  to  the  greatest 
suffering  and  indignity.  By  these,  and  other  acts  of 
useless  severity,  the  Mexicans  were  sowing  dragons' 
teeth,  which  anon  were  to  start  up  as  armed  men,  and 
drive  them  beyond  the  confines  of  the  Texan  territoiy. 

While  Bustamente  was  thus  paving  the  way  for  his 
own  downfall  by  introducing  innovations  into  the  con- 
stitution, and  trampUng  upon  the  rights  of  the  people, 
the  fugitive  Guerrero  was  preparing  to  regain  his  author- 
ity by  force  of  arms.  He  found  no  great  difficulty  in 
recruiting  an  army  in  Mechoacan,  where  he  had  endeared 
himself  to  the  inhabitants  by  his  defence  of  their  lives 
And  liberties  during  the  civil  wars  which  terminated  in 
the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  power;  the  old  veteran, 
whose  sword  had  never  rusted  in  its  sheath  when  the 
welfare  of  his  country  demanded  its  services,  now  turned 
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its  point  agaiiist  the  tumrper  of  hk  rightB,  and  took  the 
field  at  the  head  of  a  fbrmidaUe  body  of  troops.  During 
the  winters  of  1880-31,  the  repuUio  was  shaken  to  its 
centre  by  the  straggiea  of  the  ciMitending  cfaiefii.  The 
representatives  in  Congress  were  divided  in  (pinion  upon 
the  claims  of  the  rivals,  and  denounced  eaoh  other  with 
all  tiie  faittemess  pecnliar  to  such  assemblies ;  the  people 
of  the  provinces,  who  were  also  arrayed  either  upon  the. 
side  of  "  York  or  Lancaster,'^  awaited  the  result  in  anxious 
expectation.  Bustamente  dispatched  a  strong  diviaon 
i^ainst  his  enemy^  and  a  battle  ensued,  in  which  Guerrero 
was  defeated,  his  troops  dispersed,  and  his  party  annihi' 
lated.  Falling  into  the  huids  of.  his  adversaries,  he  was 
summarily  tried  and  condemned  by  a  court  martial,  or* 
dered  by  General  Montezuma  in  February,  1831,  for  bear- 
ing arms  against  the  government,  of  which  he  was  de 
jure  the  supreme  head !  The  sentence  of  the  court  was 
speedily  executed,  and  the  veteran  of  a  hundred  battles 
was  shot  down  with  as  little  compunction  as  if  he  had 
been  a  common  spy,  or  a  traitor  to  his  colors. 

The  murder  of  this  distinguished  patriot  was  one  of 
the  blackest  deeds  that  ever  sullied  the  annals  of  any  age 
or  country.  Guerrero  had  fought,  bled,  and  suffered,  in 
the  cause  of  Mexican  liberty,  keeping  its  sacred  fires 
alive  among  the  marshes  on  the  2iacatula,  when  they  had 
been  extinguished  elsewhere  throughout  the  land.  He 
had  withstood  the  power  of  Spain  unaided  and  alone, 
when  every  other  leader  had  succumbed  to  the  enemy,  or 
overcome  by  the  adverse  current  of  events,  had  retired 
firom  the  contest.  It  was  his  name  and  his  followers 
which  gave  to  Iturbide  the  means  of  shaking  off  the 
chains  that  bound  Mexico  to  the  Peninsula;  to  his  ex- 
ertions the  republic  Was  indebted  to  its  escape  firom 
the  horrors  of  many  a  rebellion;  and  this  was  his  re- 
ward I  He  fell  a  victim  to  the  diabolical  passions  of  a 
faction,  which  had  first  been  invoked  in  his  name  to 
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protect  the  Bacred  oaaae  ot  which  he  wm  the 
priest ;  and  with  him  perished  the  last  hope  of  the  friendi^ 
of  the  constitutioB  and  tiie  federal  system.  It  is  a  sin- 
gular fact^  which  distinguishes  the  history  of  this  coantry 
from  all  others,  that  bat  a  single  individual,  among  the 
host  of  diieft  who  have  risen,  conquered,  and  perished^ 
has  had  the  hairiness  of  dying  in  his  bed;  his  com*' 
peers  haying  almost  without  an  exception,  fallen  by  the 
hands  of  their  own  countrymen :  "  revolutions,  like  the 
god  Saturn,  devour  their  own  offspring.''  The  natural 
consequence  this  of  that  ferocity  which  is  always  engea^ 
dered  by  civfl  wars,  tiie  actors  in  them  being  constrained 
to  destroy  their  rivals  that  they  th^nselves  may  Uve. 


CHAPTER   X. 

Fall  of  BnttuMttM-*-  Kl«fTati«ii  of  Gonei  Pedrass  to  the  PrasideDDj-. 
StrugglM  of  tk«  Faetions^  Death  of  General  Teran^Sanla  Anna 
elteted  President— Zayala^e  Bill  to  cot  down  tiie  leveniiea  of  the 
Church— Sodden  eonTersion  df  Santa  Anna— Expenaes  of  the 
Anaj-^CtM  TietitineAt  ef  ifae  Ootemmenl  to  the  Texan  Envoy. 

Ajrm  fbe  deatii  of  kk  rivals  Buatamente  eqjojred  Idm 
Mnmph  for  a  hsM  period  in  tranquillity.  In  purananoe 
of  tlie  pollejr  he  had  adopted  from  tlie  beginidng  of  hia 
adminiitration^  he  aaffomed  the  authority  of  a  deflpotia 
prinee,  relying  upon  the  bayonets  of  the  aoldiety  for  tka 
execution  of  his  tyrannieal  decrees.  He  had  conceived 
an  unfavorable  qpinion  of  the  colonists  of  Texas,  chieAy 
fihom  their  known  hostility  to  the  Qhanges  he  was  bent 
upon  introducing  into  the  constitution.  With  a  view  of 
keeping  them  in  mil^ection,  he  increased  the  strength  of 
ike  military  in  that  province,  and  placed  it  under  the 
eommaad  of  General  Manuel  Mier  y  Teran.  The  pre* 
sence  of  the  Mexican  troops  proverl  a  constant  sotffee  of 
irritation  to  the  Texans,  who  neither  feared  or  respected  a 
government  whose  existence  depended  upon  the  will  of 
a  hireling  soldiery.  This  feeling  was  increased  by  the 
reckless  disregard  of  the  eommandants  tor  the  authority 
of  the  dvil  power,  which  was  set  aside  whenever  it  con- 
flicted with  their  designs ;  and  many  outrages  were  per* 
petrated  agaiiist  the  nugesty  of  the  laws  and  the  rigjits 
of  the  people.  Teran  rendered  himself  very  obnoxioua 
by  his  endeavors  to  force  tibe  colonists  into  a  oompliance 
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-with  the  oommands  of  the  general  goyemment,  which 
he  WBfl  bound  to  obey,  so  long  a«  he  remained  in  its 
service.  The  Texans,  however,  did  not  venture  to  resist 
the  authority  of  Mexico,  until  the  retirement  of  Teran  from 
the  province,  with  a  large  portion  of  the  forces  under  his 
orders.  After  his  departure,  the  country  was  left  in  charge 
of  colonels  Bradbum,Piedras,  and  Ugartachea;  the  former 
at  this  period,  (1831,)  commanded  the  garrison  at  Anahuac, 
on  Galveston  Bay;  the  i/wo  latter  were  stationed  at  Na- 
cogdoches and  Velasco,  where  they  established  custom- 
houses  and  levied  oppressive  duties  upon  all  goods  import- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  colonies. 

The  tyrannical  administration  of  Bustamente,  in  the 
mean  time,  was  drawing  to  its  close;  the  federalists  de- 
nounced him  as  an  enen^  to  the  republic,  and  soon  suc- 
ceeded in  arousing  the  people  against  him.  General  Santa 
Anna,  believing  that  the  hour  had  at  last  arrived  which 
was  to  witness  the  consummation  of  his  ambitious  designs, 
middenly  issued  a.  pronunciamenia  against  his  former  friend, 
and  took  the  field  in  support  of  his  declarations  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  this  year.  Bustamente  advanced  to  meet  him 
with  a  formidable  force;  the  hostile  armies  joined  battle 
at  Tolomi,  and  the  rebels  were  defeated.  With  eharacter- 
iitie  energy,  Santa  Anna  retreated  to  Vera  Onus,  and,  re- 
organizing his  shattered  battalions,  prepared  to  renew  the 
strag^e.  On  the  2d  of  January,  1882,  he  declared  in 
fhvor  of  the  constitution,  and  Gomez  Pedraza,  as  president 
of  the  republic.  The  revolt  soon  became  general,  and 
thousands  rushed  to  the  insuigent  camp.  Buritamente's 
party  diminished  every  hour,  and  he  wisely  determined  to 
bend  to  the  storm  he  was  incapable  of  successftdly  resist- 
ing. Without  venturing  upon  another  engagement,  he 
demanded  a  conference  witib  his  adversary,  which  resulted 
in  tiiie  abdication  of  his  seat  and  the  elevation  of  Pedraza 
to  the  supreme  authority. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  the  people  living  on  the  Brazos, 
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exasperated  by  ttie  exaotionB  of  the  Mexican  oflioiaby  made 
an  attack  npon  the  fort  at  Yelasco,  -which  cai»talated  on 
tiie  following  day.  The  garrisons  at  Anahuae  and  Nacog- 
doches were  also  compelled  to  evacuate  ike  proYince  of 
Texas,  which  had  declared  in  faror  of  Santa  Anna  and  the 
constitation,in  opposition  to  the  soldieiy.  This  saved  the 
oonntry  from  the  horrors  of  an  invasion, — as  the  disturb- 
ances which  had  taken  place  were  attributed  to  the  zeal 
of  the  colonists  for  the  party  then  in  the  ascendant.  The 
friends  of  Bustamente  continuing  to  wage  an  unsuccessful 
war  in  support  of  his  claims,  the  whole  confederacy  was 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  sccurcely  any  notice  was  taken 
of  the  revolt  which  had  occurred  in  this  obscure  and  distant 
part  of  the  republic. 

Among  tiiose  who  advocated  the  central  system  in 
Mexico,  was  General  Teran,  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
soldiers  of  the  day,  and  whose  exploits  have  already  been 
recorded.  While  marching  to  the  relief  of  his  chief,  Teran 
encountered  General  Montezuma,  who  was  a  partisan  of 
the  opposite  faction,  and  a  desperate  conffict  ensued. 
The  former  was  surrounded,  and  his  troops  cut  in  pieces. 
Fighting  at  the  head  of  his  columns  with  the  courage  of 
despair,  which  availed  nottdng  against  the  overwhelming 
force  of  the  enemy,  Teran  continued  to  struggle  until  all 
hope  was  lost,  when  disdaining  to  save  himself  by  flight 
or  yield  a  prisoner,  the  heroic  Mexican  fell  upon  his  own 
sword. 

Notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the  centralists,  their  ad* 
versaries  obtedned  a  signal  triumph,  and  Gomez  Pedraza 
entered  Ibe  capital  as  the  cMef  magistrate  of  the  republic, 
amidst  the  joyAil  acclamations  o(  the  people.  His  admi- 
nistration, which  continued  but  a  few  months,  was  not 
remarkable  for  its  energy  or  activity;  the  president  was  a 
mere  tool  of  Santa  Anna,  who  had  placed  him  in  office, 
and  who  was  rewarded  tor  the  deed  by  receiving  the  sup- 
port of  the  executive  as  his  successor,  that  general  being 


SUDDEN  oojpnstmon  or  ^auta  anna. 

the  federd  oaadtdate  for  the  praudency.  Santa  Anna 
W1U  inveBted  -mA  the  supreme  power  ia  the  epring  of 
183ft,  aad  his  elevatioa  was  haUed  as  the  consammatUm 
ef  the  revolution  which  bad  re-established  the  constitation 
and  the  laws.  The  hopes  of  the  lovers  of  peace  and  good 
government  were  doomed  to  meet  with  a  bitter  disappoiat^- 
ment>  more  poignant  from  its  bursting  upon  them  sod' 
denly,  like  the  eruption  of  one  of  their  own  volcanoes. 

Santn  Anna,  whose  dbiaraoter  bears  a  striking  resem* 
Uanee  to  that  of  Lucius  Gataline,  the  Roman  conspirator* 
•*-«t  first  endeavored  to  reduce  the  republic  to  obedience; 
levying  a  large  body  of  troops  for  the  ostensible  purpose 
of  defending  the  constitution^  but  they  were  intended  to 
participate  in  its  destruction.  During  the  year  1883,  sev- 
eral pronunciamenUfs  were  issued  in  favor  of  centralism  by 
the  chiefs  of  that  faction.  The  clergy  were  also  arrayed 
agahist  the  administration,  and  by  their  intrigues  fomented 
disturbances  in  several  parts  of  the  confederacy.  The 
discontent  of  this  class  was  aggravated  by  an  attempt 
made  in  Congress  by  the  democratic  members  to  reduce 
the  revenues  of  the  church.  Lorenzo  de  Zavala^who  was 
a  representative  from  Yucatan,  introduced  a  bill  to  this 
effect  into  Congress.  The ,  priesthood  becoming  alarmed 
attempted  to  bribe  the  member  with  a  large  sum  of  money 
to  withdraw  his  obnoxious  measure.  This  patriotic  sena* 
tor  refused  |o  listen  to  them,  and  they  then  applied  to 
Santa  Anna,  whose  policy  was  suddenly  changed,  and 
instead  of  being  a  scoffer  and  an  enemy  to  the  chmtsh,  he 
became  one  of  her  most  devoted  champions,  signalizing 
his  repentance  by  marching  in  solemn  state  to  the  shrine 
of  the  Virgin  of  Guadalupe!    Zavala's  bill  was  crushed  by 
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dissimulator,  alieni  appetens,  sui  profueus  aidens  in  eapiditatibos ;  satis 
loqnemiK  sapientic  parum.  Vastas  SBimos  immodeate,  ii 
niiats  aks  semper  ospiebati— 4Salkst  da  Bel.  Js^sitbi. 
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the  IVeftident,  and  Its  originator  appointed  miniflt«r  to 
Fraaee.  In  the  autumn  of  1839,  the  enemiea  of  the  gor 
venuDMt  took  the  field  and  Santa  Anna  advanced  in  peraoa 
against  them,  at  the  head  of  a  strong  division;  while  on 
the  ronte  to  Guancguato  the  army  proclaimed  him  dictator. 
He  wa^  too  crafty,  however,  to  accept  a  title  which  would 
have  exposed  him  to  the  attacks  of  his  repuUican  adherents, 
and  converted  them  into  foes.  After  he  had  succeeded 
in  dispersing  the  f<»x>es  of  the  malcontents,  he  concentra- 
ted Ihe  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  the  capital  tot  the  pu/pose 
of  overawing  his  colleagues  a|id  the  people,  should  they 
attevfyt  to  resist  his  arbitrary  designs,  The  expenses  of 
Ihe  army  during  this  year,  were  seventeen  millions  of 
dollars,  an  immense  sum  to  be  expended  in  that  way, 
when  we  couMder  the  poverty  of  the  nation,  and  its  pacific 
relations  with  the  neighboring  states. 

In  the  spring  of  this  year  the  people  of  Texas,  after  a 
full  examination  of  their  resources  and  population,  and  of 
the  law  and  constitution,  petitioned  Ae  Mexican  Congicaa 
for  admission  into  the  confederation  as  a  separate  state. 
The  empresario,  Stephen  Austin,  was  appointed  a  com- 
missioner to  present  the  claims  of  the  Texans  to  the 
general  government.  The  congr^s  referred  the  petition 
to  a  committee,  by  whom  it  was  consigned  to  oblivion. 
After  remaining  in  the  capital  for  some  months,  without 
obtaining  an  answer  to  the  prayer  of  those  he  represented, 
Austin  wrote  to  the  authorities  of  Bexar,  to  organize  the 
province  into  a  state  without  waiting  for  the  consent  of 
the  government.  The  letter  conveying  this  advice,  falling 
into  the  hands  of  a  treacherous  enemy,  was  sent  to  Mexico 
from  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  and  Austin  was  arrested  at 
SaltiUo,  while  on  his  road  homewards,  taken  back  to  the 
capital  and  imprisoned  for  one  year,  three  months  of  which 
he  passed  in  solitary  confinement  in  a  dark  dungeon  of 
the  building  formerly  appropriated  to  the  dismal  uses  of 
the  inquisition.    Nine  months  dapsed  before  he  was  informed 
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€f  the  d&trges preferred  agmntt  Mm  !  Thus  did  Mexito  tram* 
pie  upon  the  rights  of  her  citizens,  wantonly  insulting  her 
province  by  violating  the  liberty  of  one  who  represented 
its  inhabitants.  The  right  of  petition  which  is  inseparable 
from  a  condition  of  political  freedom,  can  in  no  instance 
bfe  denied  without  jeopardizing  the  liberty  of  a  free  people ; 
and  Mexico  ceased  to  be  governed  by  the  principles  set 
forth  in  the  constitution,  the  moment  her  Congress  refused 
to  consider  the  prayers  of  the  Texans.  The  latter  were 
filled  with  indignation  by  the  outrage  perpetrated  upon 
the  person  of  their  commissioner,  and  it  would  have  required 
no  great  prophetic  power  to  have  foretold  the  issue  of  thitt 
monstrous  poHcy.  Even  under  these  aggravated  drcum* 
stances  the  people  beyond  the  Rio  Grande  refrained  fi^m 
making  use  of  the  sacred,  though  dangerous  appeal  to 
arms,  which  is  the  last  coid  only  remedy  left  to  freemen, 
when  their  rulers,  possessing  both  the  power  and  the  will, 
refuse  to  listen  to  their  demands,  and  trample  upon  their 
inherent  rights. 
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CHAPTER  L 

ni  leU-^^JCkXMkm  dt  tfaD  €P««7  and  tfM  Militny  to  Mbrwi 
tliA  C»D<ittttion-*-DtoMiittOiit  ia  tha  GofwniiMnt— Diiaaltttioii  af 
OongieM  by  Santa  Adii»— DiaanniBg  of  the  People— -lUniig  of  tlie 
Prorinoes-^The  people  of  Z^cateeaa  take  ap  Aima— Defeat  of  tha 
Zaeatecans  by  Santa  Anna— Deetee  of  183&— Rerolt  of  the  Texan»— 
OtplQM  «f  Bexar  and 


Ths  Mexican  CongraM  whick  conTened  at  the  capital 
on  the  first  day  of  the  year  1834,  wat  decidedly  republican 
and  federal  in  it»  character;  and  strongly  prepossessed  in 
&ix)r  of  the  distinguished  chief  vhose  destiny  had  placed 
him  at  the  head  of  the  nation.  The  firiends  of  Bust»- 
mente,  and  the  central  system,  had  been  driven  firom  the 
field,  and  their  leader  himself  had  withdrawn  firom  the 
republic.  Santa  Anna  and  the  Vice  President,  Gomes 
Farias,  seemed  as  happily  united  in  their  polkical  opin- 
ions as  they  were  known  to  be  in  their  social  relations. 
The  oppressive  policy  pursued  by  the  preceding  admin- 
istration had  tau^t  them  the  danger  they  were  exposed 
to  firom  the  ambition  of  those  entrusted  widi  the  executive 
authority,  and  the  representatives  were  determined  to 
maintain  the  principles  of  the  constitution  inviolate. 

During  the  earlj  part  of  the  session  the  legislative  and 
administrative  powers  labored  harmoniously  together  for 
the  public  good.  The  army  was  devoted  to  the  interests 
16  («4i) 
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of  the  goyemment,  and  kept  fhe  factious  leaders  of  die 
opposition  from  distnibing  the  repose  which  reigned  in  the 
land.  There  was  a  certain  class,  however,  who  were  not 
to  be  intimidated  by  the  array  of  armed  battalions,  or  the 
decrees  of  a  republican  Senate,  fit)m  the  prosecution  of 
an  artful  policy  which  had  no  sympathy  with  democratic 
institutions. 

The  class  referred  to  was  the  Clergy,  who  beheld  the 
precursor  of  their  own  spoliation  in  the  re-establishment 
of  the  constitution.  The  bill  introduced  into  Congress  by 
iZavala,  during  the  last  sessbn,  warned  them  of  the  danger 
their  hoarded  treasures  were  exposed  to  from  the  inno- 
Tttting  spirit  of  democracy,  whose  tendency  is  ever  onward 
over  die  ruins  of  all  that  is  venerable  and  exclusive  in 
human  affairs.  The  leveling  doctrines  of  fhe  Federalists 
had  never  found  favor  in  the  eyes  of  the  spiritual  lords 
of  Mexico,  whose  pride  acknowledged  no  temporal  siq>e- 
rior,  save  he  of  Rome,  and  whose  power  was  the  growth 
4ft  a  different  soil  fi^m  that  fertilised  by  the  genial  influ- 
ences which  flow  from  the  fountain  of  liberty. 

With  many  a  subtle  argument,  and  many  a  bribe,  they 
gradually  undermined  the  virtue  of.  the  feeble  patriots 
who  listened  to  their  pernicious  counsels,  and  in  a  few 
weeks  they  succeeded  in  swelling  the  ranks  of  the  Cen- 
tralists, in  the  Legislature,  to  a  formidable  niimber.  A 
majority  of  the  members,  however,  remained  deaf  to  dieir 
entreaties,  and  mindful  of  their  oaths  firmly  supported  the 
constitution  and  the  laws.  Santa  Anna  had  already  grant- 
ed a  "parley  and  yielded  to  their  demands,  happy  in  the 
hope  x>f  rising  to  supreme  power  by  the  aid  of  so  potent 
an  ally,  ilble  and  willing  to  shed  the  odour  of  sanctity  around 
his  iniquitous  deeds.  Oomez  Farias  was  made  of  differ- 
ent stuffy  and  stoutly  resisted  the  threats  and  promises  of 
his  Janus-iaced  superior,  and  his  cunning  auxiliaries,  for 
which  his  fate  was  sealed. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  session,  the  President  and  Con- 
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fcess  egioa  in  violent  coUiaon;  the  fonner  aaBomedl  pr$* 
regaliFes  ivluek  did  not  belong  to  him,  and  the  latter 
misted  hit  enGroadunenta  upon  the  libertiea  of  the  people 
with  energy  and  ability.  Irritated  by  the  opposition  of  the 
kgidature,  Santa  Anna,  on  the  13th  of  May,  1834,  di»> 
aolved  that  body  in  a  moat  unwarrantable  manner.  On 
Ae  foHowing  day  the  Council  of  Government  waa  diaperaed 
by  a  aailitaxy  order  of  the  aame  personage,  thns  placing 
the  country  under  the  control  of  a  single  individual  who 
was  vicious  enou^  to  undo  half  the  world. 

The  President  had  achieved  his  purpose,  and  centred 
in  his  own  person  the  civil  and  military  power  of  the  re^ 
public.  The  «rmy  at  his  disposal  overawed  the  people, 
who  behdd  their  usurpations  with  impotent  rage,  and  weve 
eoAstrained  to  submit  when  resistance  was  hopeless.  In 
this  dismal  kind  of  freedom  the  Mexicans  passed  the  re» 
mainder  of  the  year  which  had  opened  so  gloriously  upon 
the  nation. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1835,  a  new  Congiess,  which  had 
been  summoned  by  Santa  Anna,  assembled  at  Mexico ;  il 
was  composed  of  deputies  who  were  devoted  to  the  int^ 
rests  of  the  clergy,  the  aristocracy,  and  the  executive.  Pe- 
titions were  presented  from  several  parts  of  the  country  in 
£iVor  of  centralism  and  national  veform.  These  were  formed 
by  the  priests  and  the  military  stationed  in  the  province^ 
who  exerted  their  influence  in  support  of  a  government  p^ 
culiarly  their  own.  Several  of  the  states  of  the  confederacy 
protested  against  the  revolutionary  proceedings  of  the  su* 
preme  authorities,  and  called  upon  congress  to  maintain  the 
constitution. 

The  former  petitions  were  graciously  received,  while  the 
latter  were  disr^arded  and  their  authors  persecuted  and 
imprisoned.  The  Federalists  in  congress  in  vain  endeavored 
to  stem  the  tide  which  was  sweeping  away  every  vestige  of 
that  liberty  which  had  been  purchased  with  the  blood  of 
thousands.    Their  venal  colleagues  derided. their  remon- 
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tlnmciet)  aid  coBsnttnsted  flieir  TiUaoiy  by  passoig  a  d^ 
me  deposing  Gomez  Farias^  the  Vice^'Preaident  of  the 
ftq^ablie,  ivkhont  iaipeacbmeiit  or  tnd,  and  elermtiiig  M»> 
guel  Bafn^^an  in  Ua  place.  Hie  fonDer,  who  waa  a  atattiah 
FedeidiBty  irae  compeQed  to  iljr  ia  order  to  preaerre  hHi 
Mfe.  Thia  najtnt'eifiot  was  followed  by  anothctar  aaitihg  flie 
ipper  and  tower  hoasea  mto  erne  cblunber,  which  aasuftntd^ 
Irhea  thaa  oigatti^ed,  the  pknaiy  poweia  of  a  aatioiial 
^omrenlKMi.  in  rktae  of  the  an^oiitt  ther  had  i&yesled 
themselves  with,  ijut  depMes  proceeded  to  danoHah  ^ 
tonatitittion  of  1804)  and  to  lay  the  finuUhntioni  of  a  cen- 
tral aditary  deapotiam  upoii  ita  nrins. 

In  porsuuiee  of  this  policy,  it  became  necessaty  to  plaee 
aoflfeient  power  in  the  hands  of  the  aapreme  eKecntire  to 
•nforoe  tiie  decrees  of  &e  senate.  A  law  was  therefbve 
passed,  disarming  the  militia  of  the  several  states,  so  thai; 
Ae  peojde,  having  no  means  of  resistance,  wo^  be  obliged 
to  submit. 

The  militia  of  most  ooantries  oonid  be  wcfll  spared,  and 
itiese  of  Mexico  were  not  an  exception  to  the  citiaen  aoK 
^(iery  of  o&er  lands :  it  waa  nevMthekss  an  aet  of  grosn 
t3rrrany  to  deprive  a  nation  of  the  weapona  with  which  Ae 
l^veniment  had  entrusted  them,  and  it  betrayed  a  want  of 
aonfidence  in  them  insalting  alike  to  llieir  pride  aa  Mexican^ 
and  their  dignity  as  freemen.  Several  insonectiona  followed 
these  odiotts  edicts,  the  iidiabitants  of  PaeUa,  Jalisco,  Oax»* 
ea,  Mexico  proper,  and  Zacatecas  took  np  arms  in  defence 
of  their  liberties,  but  they  were  unable  to  stand  before  the 
trained  legions  of  Santa  Anna,  which  scattered  their  tumak 
tnary  forces  before  the  thunder  of  their  cannon.  In  Zacate^ 
eas  alone,  did  ttie  people  gatfier  around  the  prostrate  altar  of 
freedom,  with  a  determination  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  their 
bleeding  country  upon  ^  heads  of  those  who  had  sacrificed 
flKir  rights  upon  the  shrine  of  bigotry  and  mammon. 

In  the  month  of  April  the  Zacateeana  unfurled  the  stan*- 
dard  of  the  republic,  and  mustered  in  strong  force  widiin 
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die  imlls  of  their  opulent  dity.  .  Santa  Anna  maiched  aguut 
the  issttxgents  with  an  army  composed  of  theefife  of  ttie  vetiv 
ran  troopa  under  his  command.  The  malooubents  fygA> 
ied  a  mountain  pass  a  short  distance  fiom  the  town,  a^d 
waited  the  advance  of  tke  enemy  behind  their  woihs*  I£ 
they  had  remained  in  this  position,  the  result  of  &e  esmm 
pi^gB  wouU  have  been  different,  for  the  defile  leading  te 
die  ci^  was  surroimded  by  steep  and  1q%  h]U%  ^^A 
fMPmed  an  impassable  barrier  to  the  approadi  o{  a  hostSa 
party*  From  some  inexplicable  reason,  die  patriots  kH 
this  secure  station,  and  marching  into  a  small  plam  be» 
tween  the  pass  and  the  convent  of  ^  jFWort  of  Ghuubifv 
ttpey  encamped  in  an  exposed  sitttati<m.*  Santa  Anna 
soon  made  his  appearance,  and  pitched  lus  tents  on  tM 
of^KMite  extremity  of  the  valley,  which  was  scarcely  a  milo 
in  widdi.  For  several  days  die  two  armies  remained  in 
sig^t  of  each  other,  neither  willing  to  begin  die  Uoo<^ 
fray  upon  which  so  much  depended. 

The  Zacatecans  becoming  careless  aent  their  cavalry 
out  of  the  camp  to  graze  their  horses,  and  relaxing  tba 
valance  so  essential  to  their  safety,  slumbered  heavilj^uneo^* 
•mous  of  danger.  At  the  dead  of  ni^t  Santa  Anna  mustereA 
bis  m^i,  and  advancing  in  silence  along  &e  edge  of  the  plaia 
close  to  the  base  of  the  mountains,  he  tfarewa  strong^divweii 
between  the  sleeping  patriots  and  the  city.  About  die  dawm 
of  day,  as  the  light  of  a  May  morning  was  trembling  in  thf 
east,  the  stillness  waa  broken  by  the  startling  report  of  the  eno» 
my's  cannon,  volley  after  volley  was  poured  in  rapid  sm^ 
cession  into  the  disordered  ranks  of  the  Zacateeans,  who  sikU 
denly  awakened  to  the  dread  reality  of  dieir  condition,  ran 
to  and  fro  in  the  utmost  confusion  and  were  Aot  down  hf 
the  fire  upon  their  firont  and  rear.  A  small  number  of  the 
patriots  fonning  in  line  of  batde  returned  die  enemy's  voUeyn 


*  It  is  Mid  tkat  the  2iacatecani  were  deeojed  into  the  plein  b j  the 
tMMhety  of  their  leader,  who  wu,  it  is  eeeerted,  In  fte  eoaftdenoe 
ef  Saute  Abbs. 
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trith  such  saccess  diat  he  was  foreed  to  fall  bade  with  the  loss 
ef  seveial  hundred  killed  and  wounded.  Renewing  the 
diarge  with  augmented  numbers^  the  Zacatecans  surrounded 
l^n  an  ndea  were  compelled  to  throw  down  their  armi  and 
cry  for  quarter.  The  rictorious  general  entered  the  town  with 
hie  troopS|Who  committed  the  moat  horrid  excesses;  women 
were  openly  yiolatedy  their  husbands  and  brothers  who  sought 
to  pffoteet  them,  cut  in  pieces  before  their  eyes;  the  narrow 
streeta  were  filled  with  blood,  and  neither  age  nor  sex  escaped 
Ike  rude  assaults  of  the  rapacious  and  licentious  soldiery. 

Disarming  the  people,  and  placing  a  military  goTemor 
ever  ihit  province,  Santa  Anna,  elated  with  his  late  victory, 
Bpw  turned  his  energies  toward  the  conquest  of  Texas,  in  the 
hope  of  adding  to  the  glory  which  had  already  dazsled 
the  eyes  of  his  countxy men.  The  legislatures  of  the  States  of 
Coahuila  and  Texas  had  been  disturbed  for  the  past  year  by 
the  contests  of  the  Federalists  and  Centralists,  the  latter  had 
retired  from  Monclova,  the  capital  of  the  province,  to  Sidtillo, 
where  they  had  organised  an  opposition  government,  denoimc- 
wg  their  colleagues  as  enemies  to  the  supreme  authority  of 
the  Mexican  nation,  represented  by  General  Santa  Anna  and 
the  vioe^presid^at  Don  Miguel  Barragan.  The  Federalisls 
eontiniied  to  okaet  at  Monclova  and  elected  Augostin  Yiesoat 
governor  of  the. commonwealth,  who  entered  upon  his  duties 
in  defiance  of  the  threats  of  the  hostile  faction,  who  had  ap- 
pointed a  military  man  to  &e  executive  office.  The  a&ira 
of  the  state  were  in  this  condition,  when  General  Coe,  who 
coBunaaded  the  troops  cantoned  at  Saltillo,  issued  a  mani« 
fiMo  breattiing  vengeance  against  Viesca  and  his  supporters, 
irkom  he  ^urcused  of  opposing  the  decree  for  disarming  of  the 
militia,  and  of  secreting  the  person  of  Gomez  Farias.  For 
1hese»  and  other  misdemeanors,  General  Cos  dispersed  the  \e* 
gislature  by  force  of  arms,  and  seizing  Viesca  and  his  suitCi 
who  were  flying  toward  the  Rio  Grande,  he  cast  them  into 
prison  where  they  remained  at  his  mercy.  The  Texans  be» 
held  these  proceedings  with  ill-disguised  indignation,  and 
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wkeik  the  Mexiem  tMM>pB  wtbdequently  entned  the  pioTiaioe» 
they  determined  to  renst  even  unto  death. 

Sttdb  was  the  posture  of  the  fh>ntier8  when  the  plan  of  To* 
hica  was  published,  which  abolished  the  Federal  system  and 
established  the  Central  consolidated  government  upon  its 
wreck.  The  outlines  of  the  new  organization  as  promu^- 
ted  in  a  decree  of  a  later  period  is  as  follows ; 

**HiB  Excellency,  the  President  qd  interim  of  the  Mexican 
ITifited  States,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Republic.  Know  ye  thai 
the  General  Congress  has  decreed  the  following: 

**  Art  1st  The  present  governors  of  the  states  shall  coolinM^ 
notwithstanding  the  time  fixed  by  the  constitution  may  hare  ejt» 
pired ;  but  they  ahall  be  dependent  for  the  exercise  of  their  at- 
tributes upon  the  supreme  authority  of  the  nation. 

**  Alt  3d.  The  legislatures  shall  immediately  cease  to  exercise 
their  legislatiTs  (unctions;  but  before  dissolring  they  shall  ap- 
point a  dq>arlfnefit  counct/,  c<miposed  for  the  present  of  five 
indiyiduals,  chosen  either  withia  or  without  their  own  body,  to 
act  as  a  council  to  the  governor;  and  in  ease  of  aracancy  in 
that  office,  they  shall  propose  to  the  supreme  general  goTcmment 
three  persons  possessed  of  the  qualifieatioiis  hitherto  required ; 
and  until  an  appointment  be  made,  the  gubernatorial  powers  shaD 
be  exercised  by  the  first  on  the  list  who  is  not  an  ecclesiastic. 

*<Art  3d.  In  diose  states  where  the  legislature  cannot  be 
assembled  within  eight  days,  tiie  Ayuniandenio*  of  the  capital 
shaH  aet  in  its  pbee  only  for  the  pnrpoes  of  electiag  the  five  in-* 
dividuals  of  Ae  departoaeal  ooimciL 

^  Art  4th.  All  the  judges  and  tribunals  of  die  states,  and 
the  adminbtratien  of  justice,  shiffl  continue  as  hidierlo,  until  the 
oiganie  kw  idatii^  to  diis  brandi  be  formed.  The  respensibil- 
iHes  of  the  ftiactioaaiies,  whieb  eould  only  be  inrestigaled  befova 
Oumiess,  shall  be  refoned  to  and  deeided  before  the  supreme 
•ouft  of  the  nation. 

««Ait.  ft^   All  the  eohaltem  oiieers  of  stale  shall  also  eon- 
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▼leatedt  not  to  be  filled)  but  thej»  ae  well  aa  the  oAeeee,  re?^ 
a««i,  end  bseacbes  under  their  chaipe^  shall  semain  aub|eol  to, 
and  at  the  dkpoeai  of,  the  aapreme  gOTemmeni  of  the  natkuw 
bj  meana  of  their  respeetiTe  goremon.       God  and  EberQr. 

1%  ^  Mati4».  Od.  3«  1836. 

( Signed  )  MIGUEL  BARRikeAN, 

Pruideni  ^d  inierkn. 

U.  DIA8  DE  BONILLA, 
SecrUarji  JnUrwr  JDqfmtwfL^^ 

This  despotic  edict  oyerthrew  all  die  barriers  erected 
in  Uie  protection  of  the  maaaea  againat  Aeir  mlersi  let- 
ting in  upon  them  once  more  the  atygian  waters  of  n 
bygone  age,  which  were  to  nouridi  the  fotd  seeds  of 
superstition,  ignorance,  and  slaveiy.  It  may  be  wondered 
set  that  the  Mexicans  would  submit  to  so  gross  an  outrage 
tipon  their  liberties  without  a  struggle,  but  when  we  re- 
flect fliat  more  than  four  millions  of  their  mongrel  popu-^ 
lation  is  composed  o^  semi-barbarous  Indians,  and  that 
another  three  millions  consists  of  various  coitety  who  boast 
of  every  shade  of  color,  our  wonder  must  cease,  and  pity 
assume  the  place  of  scorn. 

The  republic  was  now  under  the  sway  of  a  militaiy 
despot,  who,  supported  by  fifteen  diousaad  bayonets,  and 
as  many  shaven  crowns,  bade  defiance  to  the  worlds 
and  swelling  with  exultation,  announced  himself  the  Na- 
poleon of  the  south.  The  people,  £Ued  with  constems^ 
tion,  obeyed  bis  mandates  in  silence,  and  like  men  tern- 
peat  tost  at  sea,  without  chart  or  compass,  or  a  beacon 
to  guide  them  on  their  way,  they  Ipst  all  hope  aadmb- 
nitted  themaelvea  to  eveiy  paaaing  .  wind.  Yet  had  thqr 
looked  to  the  north  they  would  have  aeen  a  aingle  tktt 
ahining  throu^  the  cheerless  gloom,  whidi,  had  they 
jiodlowed,  would  have  guided  them  in  safety  into  the 
liaven  which  in  the  olden  time  sheltered  &e  barks  of 
Scythian  ancestors. 
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Gwml  Got  eiAaeA  Texas  al  Ike  c1m»  of  Saftankarv 
m4  tkrew  a  stioi^  foroe  iiio  die  town  ol.  Sea  AntwMo 
de  Bexar,  vid  prepemd  to  enfevoe  the  refaisitbiis  of  ^ 
goyernmeiit^  demanding  in  addilio»i  tke  avitender  of  L6> 
renso  de  Zatab^-^ko  bad  resigned  his  miaaion  to  Fianoa 
and  had  retired  to  &ia  provinee— as  a  traitor  to  te  xo» 
public.  To  this  the  Tezans  demnrred,  aad 'mnsteied  to 
reaiat  the  Mexican  troops^  should  they  persist  in  atteaapl^ 
ting  to  co^cee  &em  to  obey  the  iniqnitoiia  mandates  of 
the  central  power.  Committees  of  safety  and  tigilaaee 
were  organized  throughout  the  coloinea,  and  every  weapon 
prepared  for  the  contest.  On  the  27th9  Captain  Caslonado 
speared  with  a  small  division  before  the  town  of  Oon- 
aales^  a  place  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  ffio  Gnadahipe, 
snd  made  a  formal  demand  in  the  name  of  the  polideal 
chief  oi  BeoEar,  for  the  deliverance  at  a  piece  of  ord-» 
BSnee  which  had  been  entrusted  to  their  keeping.  Ha 
was  told  to  await  the  return  of  the  Alcalde,  fmd  in  fte 
aaeantime  encamped  upon  a  plain  on  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  river.  The  Texans  crossed  Ae  stream  in  die  evening, 
and  an  action  was  fought  on  the  foUowing  morning; 
in  which  the  Mexicans  were  defeated  and  put  to  the 
rout. 

At  midni^t^  on  the  9th  of  October,  a  party  of  Texans  ikj 
two  in  number,  attacked  the  strong  fortress  of  G<diad,  and 
after  a  short  contest  carried  it  by  storm,  capturing  two  brasa 
field-pieces,  three  hundred  stand  of  muskets,  twenty  one  piri»» 
oners,  and  ten  thousand  doUars  worth  of  mumtions  and  stores. 
In  the  latter  end  of  the  same  month  an  army  of  Texans  under 
General  Austin,  advanced  upon  the  city  of  Beftar ;  it  was 
composed  of  plantem  reading  upon  the  Braaos  and  the 
Guadalupe,  who  had  mustered  in  haste,  at  the  cilll  of  Aieir 
countiy,  and  were  unprovided  with  the  artiHery  necetaaiy  to 
seduce  a  town  of  sueb  strength.  Onthe28thofOetoberacorpa 
of  observation  consisting  of  ninety-two  men  under  Colonels 
Fannin  and  Bowie,  encountered  a  division  of  feor  hondrad 


lieaicaaB  near  die  Miatioii  of  Conc^tioni  and  after  a  bril- 
Kaat  engagement  daring  whidi  both  parties  displayed  gresil 
eourage,  the  enemy's  cannon  were  silenced,  and  his  forces 
driven  from  the  field,  with  loss.  These  reverses  rendered 
the  besieged  more  cautious,  and  confident  of  tfi<rir  ability  to 
defend  the  place  they  remained  behind  its  walls.  The 
Empresario  attempted  to  open  a  communication  with  General 
Cos,  bat  he  was  told  by  that  personage  diat  he  could  hold 
no  coi^rence  with  the  Texans  whilst  diey  remained  in  arms 
against  his  authority.  Failing  in  this,  fhe  former  laid  formal 
siege  to  the  city  in  the  hope  of  bringing  the  haughty  Mexican 
totenas. 

On  the  SdofNorember,  1885,  the  delegates  of  the  people 
assembled  at  San  Felipe  de  Austin,  and  issued  a  solemn  de- 
claration against  **  Oen.  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  and 
other  militaiy  chieftains,  who  had,  by  force  of  arms,  oreN 
thrown  the  Federal  institutions  of  Meidco,  and  dissolved  the 
social  compaet  which  existed  between  Texas  and  the  other 
membera  of  the  Mexiean  Confederacy.''  Asserting  that  the 
Texaas  had  taken  up  arms  in  defence  of  the  Constitution  of 
18S4 :  and  diat  &ey  would  not  cease  to  curry  on  the  war 
while  the  centralist  troops  remained  in  tfie  province. 

On  the  8th  of  tfie  same  month  another  action  was  fought 
near  Bexar,  in  which  the  enemy  were  worsted  and  driven  into 
the  town.  These  continued  successes  raised  the  spirits  of 
die  assailants,  and  taught  them  to  despise  the  courage  of  Cos 
and  his  myrmidons ;  and  after  defeating  them  again  on  flie 
26th  they  determined  to  take  the  town  by  storm,  albeit  they 
were  without  battering  cannon,  or  heavy  ordnance,  for  breach* 
ing  the  walk.  On  the  &th  of  December — having  been  rein- 
forced by  some  volunteers  from  the  United  States,  they 
attacked  Bexar  with  a  division  of  three  hundred  men  under 
Colonel  Milam,  who  forced  dieir  way  into  the  great  square, 
and  after  a  desperate  struggle  obliged  the  enemy  to  retire 
within  die  fortress  of  the  Alamo,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
river  which  runs  through  the  city,    R^ceivii^  a  reinfereemeni 
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of  three  hundred  men  mder  Ugartachea,  Coe  raisedflie  ''blade 
flag"  and  opened  a  tremendous  fire  from  the  guns  of  the  fort 
Day  and  nig^t  he  kept  up  Ban  incessant  discharge,  which  was 
answered  by  the  besiegers  wifli  eqoal  energy,  and  more  effect 
The  strag^e  continued  widi  undiminished  ard<Nr  for  seyeral 
days,  the  Mexicans  fighting  with  desperate  courage,  and  their 
foes  wi^  the  persereraace  of  men  determined  to  conquer. 
The  ceaseless  roll  of  the  enemy's  cannon  proclaimed  the  en- 
aigy  of  has  resistaDce,  but  the  besiegers  were  not  to  be  driTen 
from  their  puipose.  Ending  it  useless  to  contend  against 
sudi  active  assaflants,  General  Cos  becoming  disheartened 
struck  the  black  ensign,  raised  the  si^owy  emblem  of  peaee» 
and  vouchsafed  a  parley.  Commissioners  were  appointed  to 
treat  for  a  surrender,  and  on  the  11th,  a  formal  capitulation 
was  signed,  by  which  the  Mexican  general  and  the  thirteen 
kundred  men  under  his  coaunand  were  allowed  to  retire  be* 
yond  the  Bio  Grande.  The  sick  and  wounded  were  permitted 
to  remain  under  charge  of  the  medical  staff  of  their  own  army. 
Tlie  money,  arms,  public  stores,  and  munitions  were  deliver- 
ed up  to  Ae  victors ;  who  restored  the  property  wluch  had 
been  taken  from  the  people  of  Bexar  to  fliose  who  claimed  it 
The  i^ampugn  temunsEted  with  the  fell  of  the  Alamo,  and  the 
Texans  retired  to  their  homes  leaving  a  small  force  to  garri- 
son  ttie  town* 


CHAPTER  11 


Wm^^n  KspfdUm  tgilasi  Ttepfteo^  Dot*  of  tmnfff'-^t  of  Ui 
Mea-^-SanH^Aiutfk  mT«de«Tfza0— -Siofe  of  tha  Alaiao-^Bi^TO* 
17  of  the  Garrison— Fall  of  ike  Alamo —Organuation  of  a  aepa- 
rate  Gorenimtot  in  Texas— That  State  Declares  her  Independence 
-^Retreat  of  the  Tezans— AiiTanoe  of  the  Mexicans •» Battle  of 
Saa  Jaeinlo—  Oaptaw  of  Santa  Anna. 

Qv  the  13di  of  November^  183&,  G^ienJi  Jtf^xia  Ian- 
ded  «t  Tampioo  «k  the  head  of  a  hwubed  end  diiKy 
nettf  two-thirds  of  vfaom  were  Ameticeaa^  end  beu)^  joia^ 
ed  by  a  party  of  Mexicans,  ha  viade  aa  attack  apon  the 
defencee  of  the  place»  and  earned  ft  by  assault.  His  meot 
howereti  weve  no  soldiezsy  aiid  had  beea  trepanned  into 
the  serriee  by  a  treacherous  agent  at  New  Orl«iBSy  haviag 
bean  decoyed  to.Tampico  wjken  thay  anticipated  landing  is 
Texas. 

Mexia  issued  a  pronunciamento  against  Santa  Anaa» 
which  being  coldly  received,  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
city  recovered  from  his  panic,  and  recaptured  the  fort,  the 
strangers  throwing  down  their  arms  and  surrendering  with- 
out a  blow.  The  leaders  of  the  expedition  fled,  leaving 
tiieir  men  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  The  latter  were  tried 
by  a  court  martial,  and  twenty-eight  of  their  number  were 
put  to  death,  although  they  solemnly  denied  all  knowledge 
of  the  designs  of  Mexia  in  disturbing  the  tranquillity  of 
the  country. 

The  forced  evacuation  of  Texas  by  General  Cos,  and 
the  attempt  of  Mexia  upon  Tampico,  hastened  the  prepa^ 
ration  of  Santa  Anna  for  the  subjugation  of  the  rebellious 

(SU) 


MSRNW  arns  alamo.  tM 

]Nromee.  Widi  gmt  diffieulQr»  aad  the  e^qpeaditore  of 
JMeh  tneaswe,  lie  mu0tered  an  anay  of  ten  thousand  ttie% 
which  was  a^pported  bj  a  hearj  train  of  aitiUery,  la  a 
frial  hoar  the  ordfcr  for  the  iuTai^oA  was  issaed,  and  placim 
hkaseff  at  ike  head  of  his  ccdumns,  Santa  Anna  crossed  die 
Bio  Grande.  Passing  with  celerity  tfarou|^  the  tredeas 
plains  lying  to  the  eastward  of  diat  stream,  the  adTanoed 
guard  of  the  Mesdcan  anay  suddenly  appeared  before  the 
trails  of  Saa  Aatoaio  de  Bwar,  oa  the  2l8t  of  Febniarji^ 
1836>  and  entering  die  town,  dkoTe  the  Texans  ivto  the 
Alamo.  So  anexpedied  had  been  dieir  approach,  that  the 
latter  wete  taken  by  surprise,  and  so  entirely  unjMr^ared 
for  a  siege,  tiiat  they  had  not  three  bushels  of  com  for  their 
fttbsislence.  General  Sesma  aammoned  ^em  to  surrender 
at  discretion,  apon  pain  of  being  put  to  the  sword.  Co]0<- 
nd  TxaTis,  who  eonunanded  the  Texans,  answered  this  de- 
mand widi  a  cannan  shot,  and  anaovneed  his  determinatwui 
never  to  smneader  or  retreat! 

On  the  28d  the  Mexicans  opened  their  batteries  and 
plied  them  with  unremitting  energy ;  but  the  walls  <j£  tlie 
fortress  were  stnmg,  and  the  missiles  foil  harmless  Mfem 
4ieai»  The  day  after,  CoL  Tmyis  called  upon  hia  compar 
triots  m  tbe  name  of  liberty,  of  patriotism,  and  of  erei^y 
4hiiig  dear  to  the  American  character,  to  come  to  his  aid 
with  aU  diqpatcb.  He  closed  his  manly  appeal  in  luigui^ 
worthy  of  a  Leonidas; — **  Thou^  this  caQ  may  be  neg^cted^ 
I  am  determified  to  sustaia  myself  as  long  as  possible,  aad 
jdie  like  a  soldier,  who  nerer  forgets  what  is  due  to  his  own 
hcMior  aad  that  of  hifi  comntry !"  The  enemy  continuing  to 
^receiTe  rekforeements,  inreated  the  fortress  on  all  aides; 
the  air  was  darkened  with  the  constant  shower  of  shot  and 
Aell  poused  into  the  devoted  fort  The  Texans^  after 
fig^tmg  ten  days,  had  not  lost  a  single  man,  while  hundreds 
of  their  foes  lay  fostering  upon  the  plain.  On  the  1st  of 
March  the  besieged  were  reinforced  by  a  company  of  thirty- 
two  men  from  Gonaales^  wiiich  swelled  their  somber  to  a 
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knndred  and  fifty.  This  was  die  only  aid  fhey  raeeiTed 
during  the  struma ;  Colonel  Fannin^  who  was  at  Goliad, 
thirty  kagoea  distant,  had  attempted  to  march^  to  the  re- 
lief of  Bexar  with  a  division  of  four  hundred  men,  but 
had  been  compelled  to  forego  the  enterprise  md  take  care 
of  himsdf.  The  rear  guard  of  bis  army  arriving  upon  the 
scene,  Santa  Anna  raised  a  ^  blood  red  banner ''  upon  the 
dUireh  of  Bexar  and  in  his  camp,  in  tolien  ot  his  w^mg 
a  war  of  vengeance  and  extermination  against  the  rebdi- 
bous  Texans,  who  had  defied  his  power  and  laughed  his 
threats  to  scorn.  Notwidistanding  the  eflbrts  idiich  were 
made  by  the  Mexican  troops  for  the  reduction  of  die  for^ 
tress,  its  old  waHs  still  frowned  defiance,  and  the  fiag  of 
its  defenders  still  waved  proudly  above  die  smoke  and 
din  of  the  fierce  battle  which  roared  beneadi. 

Aware  of  die  danger  of  leaving  a  stronghold,  like  die 
Alamo,  garrisoned  by  sudi  desperate  tatn  in  his  rear,  Gene* 
ral  Santa  Anna  resolved  to  attempt  to  carry  it  by  storm, 
at  any  sacrifice.  The  Texans,  worn  out  and  di^rited  by 
constant  watching  and  fadgue,  were  reposing  upon  thek 
fidthfid  rifies;  die  red  glare  of  die  enemy's  fires  dione 
dfanly  through  die  murky  air,  and  the  shrill  cry  of  his  sei^ 
tinels  mingled  widi  the  dismal  howl  of  the  wolf;  when  die 
silence  of  midnight  was  broken  by  die  dull  tramp  of  t&e 
advancing  foe.  As  the  besieged  looked  over  the  walls, 
diey  beheld  die  dark  masses  which  composed  die  columns 
of  attack  creeping  slowly  onward,  like  a  huge  serpent, 
about  to  crush  them  in  its  deadly  folds.  During  diis  me- 
morable day,  the  5th  of  March,  diey  had  fought  with  their 
usual  vigor,  and  as  they  had  by  this  time  given  up  all 
hope  of  receiving  succours  fi-om  dieir  compatriots,  they 
looked  death  in  the  iace  and  sternly  awaited  his  approach. 
Placing  his  bravest  men  in  die  front,  die  Mexican  leader 
gave  the  dgnal  for  die  assault,  die  trumpets  sounded  a 
charge  and  diey  ruahed  on  to  the  walls.  With  n  shout 
which  rait  the  air,  and   rose  high  above  the  enemy's  bu- 
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glet,  the  Tmm$  appfied  tbeir  matebes  to  thepr  giiii%  and 
a  bioad  dMWt  bf  flame  Hghted  up  the  fleene»  for  a&  inatant 
reyealing  the  swarthy  &ceB  of  the  Mexicana,  distorted  by 
tenor  and  tka  batefcl  passion  of  TeyeB|;e|  as  they  crowded 
hiiaW  the  walk  in  the  yam  endeavor  to  plant  thetr  scalii^- 
ladd^ri. 

A  alarm  of  iion  httl  rained  down  iq»oa  them,  and  beat 
whole  battalions  to  the  ground,  and  forced  bach  the  dusky 
swarm  upon  their  supporting  columns.    Again  the-  Mexican 
trumpets  rang  out  the  charge,  and  again  did  the  reterans  of 
Ziacateoas  wd  Yera  Cma  advance  .upon  the  cannon  of  the 
iiMt}  YoUey  i^er  Tolley  rolled  in  eeaseless  thunder  from 
their  brasen  mouths^  mingled  with  the  sharp  rattle  of  the 
Texan  rifles.    Already  had  Santa  Anna  lost  a  thousand  of 
his  best  troops^  and,  slill  the  besieged  sboated  defiance^-— 
Traris^  wounded  and  Ueedingf;  yet  stood  upon  the  bat* 
damenis,  waving  his    bloody  sword  above  his  head,  en- 
couraging Ins  men  to  fight  to  the  last  gaq>.     Conscious, 
of  tltimatdiy  triumfduag  over  his  despemte  enemy>  the  Mexl- 
can  leader  pushed  on  has  oolumns»  and  marked  the  rapidljr 
dJminifihing  number  of  the  Texans  urith  savage  exultatbn^ 
After  many  abortive  debits,  the  besiegen  ibally  succeeded 
in  idanting  their  ladders  aglaiast  the  walls^  and  as  the  stass. 
began  to  pale  before  the  lig^t  of  coming  day,  they  mount- 
ed the  defence  and  poured  over  them  in  a  resistliiss  stream. 
Discharging  the  contents  of  their  rifles  into  the  advancing 
mass,  the  fow  Texans  who  stifl  Airvived  grasped  their 
weapons  by  the  btfiels  and  beat  down  the  foremost  ranks. 
The  death  strugi^e  was  very  brie^  in  a  little  time  but  seven 
haggard  beii^  could  be  seen ;  weakened  by  tfie  loss  of 
bloody  and  exhauited   by  the  unequal  combat*  they  cried 
for  quarter.     The  Mexicans  refused  to  spare  them.     Re- 
treating to  an  .ang^e  of  the  Alamo,  and  placing  their  backs 
to  the  walls,  they  continued  to  defend   themselves  with 
their  knives,  until  they  fell  in  the  arms  of  death  upon  the 
gory  pile  of  enemies  their  valor  had  raised  about  them. 
17 
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Their  bodies  were  (flipped  nabedi  ud  nfttr  MSie  ef  tkm 
had  beM  bnrbatoiMiy  ttkulflaltedf  diey  w«r8  l>gip«d  lagidiar 
ft&d  bftfiied. 

Hie  capture  of  flie  Alateio  cost  SiuM  AttM  ffltetn  ln» 
died  of  hte  best  inen^aiid  eonniieed  him  of  Ae  dificni^ 
he  must  encounter  in  subduing  a  country  defended  by  mnik 
desperale  and  vaKatit  soldiers*  Itnptesaed  witk  tfeis  idea^ 
he  dispatched  a  meSBenif^r  lo  Genersl  Howtimi  who  wis 
then  mustering  an  army  at  GousaleSi  o4ferHig  Hm  Teamns 
peace  if  they  would  lay  down  their  arms  a&d  0abiiiiti-<^ 
His  offer  was  reacted  with  diadain.  On  Hie  Mil  of 
March,  Cc^nel  FaattiBy  wifli  a  drmion  of  Arse  bandied 
troops,  was  attacked  in  an  open  plain  by  General  Urea»  at 
(he  head  of  a  strong  body  ot  caralry  mid  infantry,  flar* 
rounded  on  an  sides,  the  party  ^commaniled  by  Fanui 
fought  under  many  dtsadVantegea  for  ssrrend  hours,  and 
kept  the  ^aemy  at  a  diatance  by  the  ooolttsas  and  m&sxamty 
with  which  tliey  delivered  their  fire*  Night  foud  the  hoitiki 
forces  in  this  position.  On  the  foUowing  morning  the  T^a- 
ans  topitukted,  under  a  solemn  guatantee  of  being  treated 
with  respect,  and  being  sent  to  llbe  United  States  as  aaon 
as  means  of  trenspoitation  could  be  prooured.  Mi^  Ward, 
<tf  &e  Georgia  battaUon,  who  had  been  sent  to  the  mimian 
of  Refugio  widi  his  ^tommand,  to  reinforce  a  eoaapany  mwiar 
Captain  KSng,  was  compelled  to  retreat,  and  foiaUy  to  sur* 
render  to  an  overwhelming  force.  The  prisoaem  were  dis« 
armed,  and  inarched  back  to  Goliad  on  the  evening  of  the 
19th,  and  confined  in  the  chapel  of  the  foitrsss. 

After  anilering  eveiy  privation  and  indignity  that  oo«Id 
be  heaped  upon  them,  the  Texans,  four  hundred  in  nuatiber, 
were  massacred  in  oold  Uood  by  tfie  orders  of  the  Mexican 
general-in^chief. 

While  these  brave  men  were  thus  devoting  liiemseives  to 
death  upon  the  Rio  San  Antonio,  the  auttiorities  of  the  pro- 
vince were  engaged  in  debating  the  details  of  a  constkotion, 
and  did  not  send  a  single  man  to  the  relief  of  the  garriaons 
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•nd  eta  Mmr  be  fcrfotteft  bj  tile  iriendi  of  ^hMebwrtiMau 
On  tiie  £a  of  Mtvdi,  1836,  tht  lepreflntalirai  of  the  pcofto 
of  Tcau  MMnbkd  M  WaAiagtM  cm  Ow  BiMo^,  and  OMde 
m  fonHil  decfentMi  of  indcpMdeiioe,  and  after  agniiig  tlie 
ooBiiitatioay  ofgaaked  b  ptoiniMMil  gorerameat.  Ihe  <»i^ 
aiy  leaviag  a  olnag  £wce  at  Baaar,  aader  Qaneial  Aadiadc^ 
aaarhad  ia  ihree  dmnani  toimrd  tiie  nai#ym  aeltlMaania» 
The  advance  guaid,  ootitk&ag  of  ea^  huiuifed  aiaa  eo»i 
aMsded  by  Gaaetal  Sesnifi,  appeared  upon  tbe  Crieiadie  and 
eacanpad  epparile  tbe  Tezaaa  aader  Honilony  vlieee  aio^ 
waa  Ihea  aearij  doable  tint  of  Ae  Ibrmer.  Retreatiag  to  the 
Btaaot  they  aroided  aa  aagagemeat  with  Ike  Mexicaas,  wbo 
aoaapied  tike  whole  oeantiy  between  their  poaitioa  and  Ihe 
aaaat  The  Itoop^  npea  whose  eoadaet  i^  this  eriiia  ike 
aalTatieB  af  Teaaa  depended^  ware  redaood by tina  time  toa 
imoAm  dhofre  ei^^t  haadfod  aaea,  and  wMe  enaipaaiee 
daaetfled '  the  army  daring  the  aetzeat  from  die  Coknada. 
Thoae  who  ramaiaed  ware  dissatiafied  with  tfie  {daaa  of  their 
leader^  wko  wi^dto  &11  back  i^Hni  the  Sabiae  aadaeinloeee 
Uadifiaioa  i^hh  the  *^Art  thoaaaad  aleepiag  rifles''  from  the 
frantiera  of  Loainaaa.  TUs  policy  waa  violently  opposed 
by  dmae  who  reaided  apoa  ^  Brados  and  aei^Ubomig 
alKoms»  aad  the  caa^p  exhibited  a  scene  of  distraction  aad 
tamnhaeas  oeoAiaion  which  woidd  hoTC  psoved  highly  grati* 
fyfaig  'la  tha^aemy,  could  they  hare  witaesaed  it  Througjh 
die  pnadaat  exeftioas  of  Oeoend  Rusk,  aider  aad  disei|diBe 
Weia  fiaaUy  restored,  and  a  oompromise  ^flbcfad  between 
m  and  his  oeaumad. 
anin  body  of  tfie  Ifexieaa  troops,  fimr  tfaoasaad 
ia  aamber»  under  Genetri  Filisida,  ware  oa  the  lowier  part 
of  the  Braaos»  pffiif;ing  the  towns  aad  jdmilaticAa,  and 
apjfarling  deaelation  on  every  aide.  This  aring  of  the  coiyr 
d*  rrmfc  waa  compMed  of  ^  dirisioas  of  Urea,  Sesma,  aad 
Qaona;  their  soldieiy  were  saiering  for  want  of  supplies, 
aad  edmaited  by  btiguiog  marchea  aerom  Ae  wet  and 
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maidij  pkiitf.  Aaodier  cbfpi »  eommanded  by  SaalB  Ann 
and  Oosy  'were  cm  UteSfloi  Jacinto^  fifty  miles  dislant,  b«m- 
ing  and  destroying  tke  property  of  the  fiigiliye  Texans.--^ 
Breaking  up  his  camp  on  &e  l&di  ot  April,  Houston  made  a 
forced  march  in^  pursuit  of  the  e^emy,  and  moving  dMj  and 
nighty  on  the  20di  birouadted  upon  the  8m  Jacinto,  While 
engaged  in  slaughtering  oa^,  ttie  TeK8tt»— who  had  eaten 
nothing  for  forty-^gbt  houiv*— were  startled  by  the  approadi 
of  Santa  Anna's  army.  Halting  his  men  in  a  cinmp  of 
'woods,  the  Mexican  leader  opened  afire  upon  the  fenner 
fiom  a  brass  twelve  pounder.  His  infantry  attempted  to 
charge  under  cover  of  the  cannonade,  but  were  repulsed  by 
a  volley  from  the  hostile  linesa  Retiring  a  short  distance, 
they  encamped  with  their  rq;ht  rest»g  upon  a  belt  of  timber 
whidi  dciited  the  river;  their  left  wa4  protected  by  a  breast- 
work hastily  constructed  of  packs  and  camp  equ^nge,  an 
opening  in  the  centre  was  occu^ed  by  the  ordnance  f  while 
a  squadron  of  cavalry  were  picketed  upon  the  plain  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  whole.  The  position  wns  an  excellent 
one,  and  as  strong  as  the  prudence  of  Santa  Anna  deemed 
necessary ;  in  &ct  his  troops,  elated  with  their  late  successes, 
could  scarcely  be  restrained  within  the  lines.  This  was 
also  the  case  with  the  Texans,  who  made  a  demonatration 
with  their  cavalry  about  sunset,  but  were  forced  to  retire, 
with  the  loss  of  several  horses  and  two  men  badly  wounded. 
At  9  o^clock  on  the  following  day.  General  Cos  fcHined  a 
junction  with  fais  leader,  swelling  his  force  to  fifteen  hundred 
men.  At  half  past  tiiree  o'clock,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
21st,  the  Texan  army,  consisting  of  seven  hundred  ii^btiy 
imd  sixty-one  cavalry,  were  drawn  up  in  battle  array.  Tlie 
borsemen,  under  Ootonel  Lamar,  were  thrown  in  advance  of 
the  enemy's  left^  die  artillery  (two  six  pounders  )  was  posted 
within  two  hundred  yards  of  the*  Mexican  can^,  and  open- 
ed a  destructive  fire  of  grape  and  canister,  under  corer  of 
which  ibe  infantry,  commanded  by  Colonels  Slierman  and 
Burleson,  advanced  in  double  quick  time.     The  Mexicans 
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endeayored  to  check  their  progress  bj  a  roUey  from  their 
lines,  which  being  badly  ddiyered,  prored  ineffectual. — 
Shouting  the  war  cry  of  ^Remember  the  Alamo,"  the  Tex* 
ans  charged  widiin  point  blank  diot  before  they  answered 
the  enemy's  fire,  when  they  discharged  their  pieces,  and 
rushing  into  the  Mexican  camp,  encountered  them  hand  to 
hand,  and  drove  them  in  dismay  from  the.  field.  The  whole 
plain  was  corered  with  the  fugitives,  who  threw  down  their 
anns  and  eiied  lor  quart».  The  cavalry  pursued  them, 
aad  out  diem  down  by  hundreds,  until  night  closed  the 
bloody  scene,  'nie  Meidcan  loss  in  this  battle  was  six 
bundled  and  thirty  killed,  two  hundred  and  eighty  wounded, 
and  seven  hundred  and  thirty  prisoners.  Colond  Almonte 
was  taken  on  the  same  evening.  General  Santa  Anna  on  the 
SSd,  and  General  Cos  on  the  Mlh,  but  a  small  number  es- 
caping from  the  fiital  rout  of  San  Jacinto.  The  Texan  losa 
was  six  killed  and  twenty-three  wounded ;  while  the  ene- 
my'«  dead  and  dying  covered  the  phin  in  tSl  directions. 


CHAPTER  III: 

UiMttk  AmiA  agMe*  to  iod<g«hid  the  liJ#p«ido>oi  of  Iftei-— fl 
or?abok^0ntttAMaisMil«o«ieUiiiftBi  8lalw<--ni 
to  lioxiM-^fteeoni  ttdvlaiMntioa  oC  B«at«mito-«X]M  Fiwih 
Blodkade  Yon  Cnn«-I>eiicriptioD  of  Soa  Jaaa  do  UUot— Bom* 
Iwfdmffltf  of  flie  Cattle— Santa  Annans  GaUaatij  —  BoTolution  ef 
I8il  —  Oeoeial  Caittlee, 

Bt  Hm  OTexdurow  of  Saata  Abbs  lA  Sm  JtdolOy  Am 
cmpaigii  xvw  ended,  atid  Ae  Tcxsni  wen  Im  canliMe 
to  ikk  E  Wttte  witli  die  mm  army  of  iie  M ttieuu,  wMi 
the  omII  aumbef  of  men  fhen  fai  the  Celd.  The  eaptive 
president  of  Mexico  offered  his  sendees  to  prevent  the  fur- 
ther efiusion  of  blood,  and  in  conjunction  with  Filisola, 
Urea,  Gaona,  and  Sezma,  signed  a  treaty  on  die  14th  of 
May,  1836,  by  which  he  bound  himself  to  **  solemnly  ac- 
knowledge, sanction,  and  ratify  the  foil,  entire  and  perfect 
independence  of  Texas. "  Solemnly  pledging  himsetf  with 
his  personal  and  official  powers  to  procure,  without  delay, 
the  final  and  complete  ratification  and  confirmation  of  the 
treaty,  by  the  proper  and  legitimate  goyemment  of  Mexico. 

The  boundaries  of  Texas  were  declared  to  be  as  follows : 
*' Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Giande;  thence  up 
the  principal  stream  of  said  river  to  its  source ;  thence  due 
north,  to  the  42d  degree  of  north  latitude ;  thence  along  the 
boundary  line^  as  defined  in  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  (  February,  1819,)  to  the  beginning. " 

The  Texans,  upon  their  part,  agreed  to  spare  ^  Kres 
of  Santa  Anna  and  his  fellow  captives ;  to  send  the  former 
to  Vera  Cruz  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  to  fomish  General 
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FH^nla  vidi  ioppliM  dmisg  Us  retnat  te  iht  fionti«n« — 
The  treaty  mm  mff^  bjrthe  Mexican  leadei%  and  the 
fiircea  wlueh  had  enteied  Tezaa  wMi  muk  hopet  of  glofioua 
tmUBphiy  b^pn  tiheir  march  homewanbt  a  deaeraliaed  naai 
cf  wofaKcmt^  weathei^bealeBy  diepirbed  wietchea* 

la  the  early  part  of  Jiifte^  the  pveaideiit  of  Mtatko  eaa* 
balked  at  Velaaee^  oa  board  of  a  maU  Teaael^  *«hieb  he 
fblidly  urtkapaled  was  to  bear  him  from  the  land  iriuch 
bid  vitMieed  his  luunOiatioa.  "Wbik  lying  at  the  mottth 
ef  die  Bmaoe^  ^wliBg  fer  a  wind,  Geaeral  Green  arrived  at 
the  mer  wUi  a  divivon  of  traope  ktriy  eeiliited.  In  viokh 
timi  of  the  treaty,  he  wae  fenced  on  ahore^  and  cpmjMJ/fd  te 
eihibit  himadtf  as  a  iqpectacle  to  the  soldiery  ifho  Uned  Hm 
hanks  of  the  stream.  Againstthis<mtrafe  Santa  Anna  isaoed 
«  pietest,  in  lanfui^  "whioh  fiMMdaimed  the  injury  hjs  piida 
had  received.  •  By  this  condnct  the  Tezans  inUaged  die 
Vtipks  of  eompaet,  and  it  cannot  be  wondered  at  thi^.ths 
lieaioan  fidlewed  their  exasiple,  especially  when  we  lemem^ 
bar  that  the  iallen  chief  was  in  the  pover  of  these  who 
thimted  for  his  blood ;  the  firmness  of  President  Burnet  alone 
saving  him  firom  an  ignaminioiis^  perhaps  a  cruel  death. 

In  Deceoiber,  1836^  Sants  Anna  was  aent  to  dve  United 
StaieSi  whei«  he  had  an  interview  with  the  venerable  chief 
BHgistmte  of  the  republic^  vibo  subsequently  treated  him 
with  9»at  Jundnew  and  consideratfen^  which  was  due  to  his 
misfortiuies,  rather  than  to  his  rank  or  achif  vemeats*  It  is 
but  an  act  of  justice  to  the  n^uMion  of  Santa  Anna  to  state, 
that  while  in  Washington  he  endeavored  to  enculpsAe  him* 
self  from  any  particyation  in  the  massaeie  at  Gcdiad,  bj 
asserting  that  it  was  the  law  of  MezuK»  to  put  to  deadi  all 
pcMons  takoa  in  arms  Against  the  govenunent,  and  that 
General  Urea  obeyed  the  corewmids  of  that  law,  and  not 
his  geawrakiflifdbie^  when  he  butehered  Fannin  and  his  men 
in  so  coUi  blooded  and  lahnman  a  manner.  Had  the  Men* 
estts  compimied  at  San  Jaeinio,  not  a  Tezan  would  have 
been  petmidted  to  live  after  ho  had  susttdsiod  a  poMMt 
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of  war ;  kindvedt  of  tte  IbtAer  tm^p^A  to  UewAe  Vkgia 
flittt  the  latter  were  sot  attvagea  like  diemeelvea;    • 

In  the  e«rty  part  «f  ISST^  Santa  Abu  retttmed  to 
Mexieoi  in  dia  D.  &  brig  Pkmeeri  and  aeeldiig  the  abekef 
of  his  hacienda  of  Manga  de  GlaTa,  he  hid  himarif  front  the 
woildf  tind' nursed  his  dii^n  in  soUtcidc  I>on  Miguel 
Barragatt',  the  Vicc'^Preaident,  had  adniinialered  the  govern^ 
ment' during  Ms  absence^  and  endeavored  to  oarrj  ont  the 
^policy  of  hia  chief;  but  it  required  the  strong  ann  of  ^ 
latter  to  keep^tbe  people  in  subjection ;  die-fedeniiats  oon- 
tinned  to  oppoae  the  ex^utive  power,  and  disorder,  anarchyi 
and  eoftftision  reigned  from  Santa  Fe  to  Yucatan.  Kfficul- 
ties  threatened  the  nation  from  abroad;  Franoe  had  de* 
manded  the  payment  of  a  long  standing  debt,  and  the  eiE* 
dkequer  was  empty,  the  expenses  of  tke  army  consuming 
the  revenues  of  die  state,  which  should  have  been  appro* 
printed  to  more  legitimate  purposes.  When  Buatamenta» 
itko  had  been  driven  into  exile,  heard  of  the  reveises  of 
his  rival,  he  returned  to  Mexioo,  and  denouncing  him  and 
his  policy,  aroused  die  discontented  populace,  and  suo* 
ceeded  in  placing  hhoMelf  once  more  at  the  head  of  afihirB, 
as  president  of  the  republic.  Tins  personage  repudiated  the 
idea  of  keying  hMx  widi  the  revolted  province,  which  had 
caused  the  loss  of  so  mudi  treasure,  and  so  many  men 
to  Mexico.  He  therefore,  in  aecof dance  widi  his  own 
views,  and  the  public  sentiment  of  the  nation,  reaol^^  to 
overwhehn  the  people  of  that  remote  and  obscure  terrkoiy, 
by  sending  an  army  against  them  whose  triumjdis  should 
wipe  out  the  disgrace  of  the  Mexican  arms. 

The  worn  and  •dejected  appeamnce  ef  Ffliaola^s  divi* 
sbn,  which  had  returned  <*bo<^ess  back,  and  weatbsr^ 
beaten  home,  '*  frightened  the  soldiery  of  the  i^ubKc,  and 
diey  refused  to  receive  a  spuk  of  the  chivalrous  pntriotiatt 
which  lighted  up  the  aoul  of  Bustamente ;  who,  warned  by 
the  frite  of  his  predecessor,  rsmained  at  the  capital,  while 
he  aent  Genend  Bnivo  to  SaUEtto,  lo  take  eommnd  of  the 
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toitceB  inleiided  for  the  re^invatton  of  T^xas.  A  few  bai» 
talions  of  undisdplinedy  mtrtimnis  tfoops,  'wklMMlt  wafpUta  of 
mtmitioms,  were  colleeted  at  this  point,  where  Aej  yeomittedy 
the  goremmeat  being  onmUe  to  famidi  them  -with  -te 
tneane  of  UHAag  Ae  field. 

After  Taiiily  attempting  to  or^tniize  th^se  expcditionaiy 
troops  Bravo  resigned  in  diagoet,  eonyineed  of  the  iaabilitj  <tf 
tfie  supreme  auAoritj  to  fuHill  its  yindtctiTe  threats :  against 
the  rebellioas  heretics,  who  relying  upon  their  rifles  and  the  * 
justice  of  their  cause  had  akeadj  conquered  the  HUe  of  the 
Mexican  veterans.  The  proposed  campaign  was  therafom 
indefinitely  postponed ;  Bustamente  smd  his  rivab  using  the 
Texas  difficulties  as  a  stalking-horse,  whereon  th^  paraded, 
whenever  fhey  widied  to  coneeal  their  own  misdeeds  fiK>m 
file  publie  eye,  or  to  raise  supplies  for  other  purposes*  The 
administration  soon  became  exceedingly  unpopular,  monopo- 
fies  and  prohibitory  imposts  injured  the  manu&cturing  an<} 
commercial  interests,  and  liie  oppressive  exactions  of  thein^ 
poveridied  government  bore  heavily  upon  all  classes*  A 
financial  crisis  was  at  hand,  whidi  flireatened  to  ruin  the 
eountxy  ;  the  famous  mines  of  Zaeatecas,  Guanajuato,  Durango 
and  the  department  of  Mexico  had  been  long  declining,  and 
now  scarcely  produced  ttiirteen  millions  per  annum.*  Foreign 
nations  were  clamorous  for  the  payment^of  indemnities  long 
since  due,  and  their  demands  served  to  increase  the  general 
discontent  which  hung  like  a  eloud  over  the  land. 

The  affairs  of  Mexico  were  in  this  miserable  conditioiiy 
when  the  Frendi  fleet  under  Admiral  Baudin  appeared  before 
Vera'  Cmz,  bearing  a  d^nand  for  immediate  satisfkction  fer 
injuries  received  and  claims  unsettled.    The  Mexican  of- 
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*  *  The  proeseds  of  tke  prinfitpal  niiMi*  wne  sa  MIowt.  Zasatscas 
•6,098,666.  Ouansjaato  •3,476,830.  Mexioo  •3^004,988.  De- 
ipage  •876,387.  Giudriaxara  •908,063.  Chihaahua  •568,066. 
Total  amoant  •13,979,714.  In  1803,  these  aams  mines  yielded 
•33,000,000.    One  of  gold,  and  twenty-two  sllTer. 

*llie  miiMM  of  OuLaoa  belong  to  aa  EnfflUh  eoapaiiT,  ^7  yield  rix  I 
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fidala  tre  admir^Ue  diplosk^liftay  thej  cmi  spin  out  a  oegp^ 
tiatioA  wd  involve  an  io8iia|ikuo«6  envoy  ia«o  may  diffi^ 
o«Mes»  itai  he  needs  the  thiead  of  Anadn^  to  make  his  escape 
fioom  the  miMfl  of  the  political  labynnth  into  which  they  have 
entangled  him*  The  French  had  become  veaned  with  the 
dilatory  policy  ot  the  Republic,  and  impatiently  desMmded 
redress^  iq;ardtes8  <^  the  promises  of  their  feeble  yet  wily 
debters.  Bnstamente  was  unable  in  tfie  then  distracted  state 
of  the  country,  either  to  comply  with  the  geqnisitions  el 
France,  or  to  piece  the  defences  of  Vera  Cruz  in  a  condition 
to  lepd  a  hostile  foroe. 

In  1828,  Cieneral  Mexia  pronounced  in  iav<Nr  of  die  &denil 
system,  and  took  up  arms  in  defence  of  his  pnnctplea^ 
Sania  Anna^who  wts  entrusted  with  the  command  of  the  go^ 
venunent  troops,  marched  against  him»  and  gaining  a  signal 
victory  dispersed  the  enemy  and  took  Mexia  prisoner,  an4 
put  him  to  death  on  the  spot,  "Santa  Anna  is  right,"  said 
the  captive  when  he  received  his  sentence,  "  I  should  have 
served  him  in  the  same  manner,  had  I  been  the  victor." 

The  French  squadron,  in  the  meantime,  blockaded  the 
port  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  at  once  cut  off  the  revenues  drawn 
from  that  opulent  city.  The  hostile  fleet  remained  in  the 
harbor  and  off  the  coast,  during  the  winters  of  1838-9, 
without  attacking  the  town  or  castle,  in  the  hope  that  the 
Mexicans  would  comply  with  their  just  demands.  This 
moderation,  however,  only  confirmed  the  obstinate  determi* 
nadon  of  the  administration  iM)t  to  yield  to  a  foreign  power. 
Troops  were  marched  into  the  city,  and  prqiarations  were 
Bmde  for  d^nce,  diould  the  enemy  attempt  to  cany  the 
place.  General  Santa  Anna  was  appointed  to  the  import 
tant  trust  of  commandant-general  of  the  department,  and 
felymg  upon  the  strength  of  dieir  fortifications,  the  M^cans 
challenged  the  French  to  do  dieir  worst. 

The  principal  work  of  defence  at  Vera  Cruz  is  the  castle 
of  San  Juan  de  Ulloat  which,  standing  in  front  of  the  cityi 
proteots  it  from  assault.    The  foundations  of  this  celebrated 
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PLAN  OF  THS  SIEGE  OP  TERA  CRUZ,  BY  THE  FRENCH. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  SAN  JUAN  DE  ULLOA. 

it  U  Sokid^  E,  T,  G,  H,  J,  Witar  BattoiM.  11.  IB, 

'  -  Santl^o.  n.  Canliar— k  hich  Towm. 

■  8ui  Fedro.  I.  OfflevV  QoMbn. 

■  Bra  Cikfun.  5, 6, 7,  B,  S,  10,  Fowdci  M 
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^itrew  sre  laid  npom  a  oonS  reef  below  the  sui&ce  of  tlie 
#eai  %Udi  in  ivmler  dadies  im  impotent  ftiry  against  its  finn 
waUs.  To  sea-ward  extends  Ae  GaUega  reef  aftd  shosi, 
aecuring  it  from  approach  in  fliat  direetion ;  more  than  two 
hnndi^d  pieces  of  heavy  >ordn»ice  frown  from  ils  batll»- 
ments  and  saarrounding  batteries.  Hie  parapets  aie  of  map 
sonrji  and  Ike  ditches. are  wide  and  covered  widi  water.^^ 
Tike  relief  is  about  forty  feel*  it  k  ei^t  hnndred  yards 
from  the  city,  the  harbor  lying  between  ttie  castle  and  the 
naklttd. 

The  Frendi  becoming  weary  ttf  the  blodcadci  resolved 
te  make  an  attadt  upon  the  fortress,  and  by  that  means 
Ibrce  ike  Maicans  into  measures.  In  the  eaily  part  of 
1839,  the  hostile  fleet,  oonsisdng  of  three  frigates,  die  Iph4» 
'geni^  of  SO  guns,  the  N^vt6ide  of  02  guns,  and  the  La 
Oloire  of  53  guns;  one  corvette,  the  Creole  of  20  gun% 
commanded  by  die  Prince  de  JomviDe,  and  two  bomb  ve»> 
seh,  mounting  four  heavy  mortars^  prepared  for  the  assaidt. 
The  Mexicans  allowed  the  enemy  to  tow  Iheir  ahips  into 
position  without  firing  a  single  shot  at  them,  doubtless  being 
wader  die  delusion  that  their  cannon  w<^ld  thunder  in  yain 
against  the  massive  walls.  They  soon  had  reason,  however, 
to  change  their  opinion,  when  the  fleet  opened  a  fire  from 
ftinety*two  guns  upon  their  stron^old,  which  was  shaken  to 
its  foundations  by  the  storm  of  deadly  missiles  vidiich  fell  upon 
its  bastions  and  ancient  towers. 

Forced  into  activity,  the  garrison  lUiswered  with  a  peal 
of  ordnance,  whidi  warned  the  enemy  that  they  had  awakened 
from  dieir  apadiy.  The  batde  raged  for  several  hours,  the 
air  was  obscured  with  smoke  and  shot,  and  the  shouts  of  the 
combatants,  ming^d  with  the  sullen  roar  of  the  artillery, 
echoed  along  the  riiores,  and  resounded  through  the  caverns 
of  the  snow-capped  Orizava,  which  shone  like  the  white 
robes  of  die  angel  of  peace,  &r  above  the  fierce  conflict* 

The  frigates  and  bomb  vessels  remained  stadonaiy  dur- 
ing the  contest ;  the  corvette  continued  under  sail,  passing 
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at  one  time  to  the  left  of  the  caadey  9ear  the  bastion  ^ 
Santiago.  The  as^ailaotfl  kept  up  an  iaceiBairf  didchaqpe, 
their  cannon  Tomiting  forth  twenty  tons  of  metal  an  hour. 
The  ammunition  of  the  beneged  had  been  impeffectly  pre- 
pared,  and  although  many  of  their  ahott  were  -well  delivered^ 
they  did  not  penetrate  the  sides  of  the  shqis  when  th^ 
st^ck  them.  Weak  as  their  powder  was,  it  was  destined 
to  spread  more  havoc  among  the  defenders  of  San  Juan 
than  even  the  shells  of  their  adversary.  The  action  had 
lasted  nearly  six  hours,  the  Mexicans  answering  the<-fii«  of 
the  foe  at  intervals,  working  their  guns  with  oharactsfristic 
indolence^  when  suddenly  an  awful  cradh  was  heard  which 
drowned  the  roar  of  the  ordnance,  and  shook. the  earth  to 
its  centre :  a  magazine  had  exploded,  and  the  tower  of  the 
Cavalier  was  blown  up,  scattering  death  and  destruction  in 
its  fall.  The  shrieks  and  groans  of  the  wounded  dSkd  dyia^ 
as.  they  rolled  their  mutilated  bodies  in  the  wet  ditches,  and 
among  the  smoking  ruins,  filled  their  comrades  with  honor. 
By  this  accident  the  garrison  was  soon  placed  bars  de  com* 
baif  and  the  firing  ceased.  The  French  threw,  during  the 
day,  302  bomb-sshells,  177  paixhan  shot,  and  7771  solid 
shot  The  Mexicans  worked  but  nineteen  guns,  and  th^w 
not  more  than  thirteen  tons  of  shot. 

The  enemy  attacked  the  city,  and  with  such  success 
that  if  they  had  been  strong  enough,  they  could  have  held  the 
place.  Several  engagements  took  place  between  them  and 
the  forces  under  Santa  Anna ;  in  one  of  these  that  general, 
while  driving  the  former  to  their  boats,  received  a  dangerous 
wound,  which  cost  him  his  leg.  The  difficulties  widi 
France  were  shortly  afterwards  arranged,  and  the  hostile 
fleet  left  the  shores  of  Mexico.  The  gallant  conduct  of 
Santa  Anna  at  Vera  Cruz  won  him  golden  opinions  firom 
his  countrymen,  and  placed  him  once  more  high  in  their 
confidence.  Yielding  up  his  command,  he  retired  firom  the 
theatre  of  his  glorious  achievements,,  and  concealed  his  mu- 
tilated body  amid  the  shades  of  Manga  de  Clavoi  where  he 
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xemained,  watchitig  die  coarse  of  eren%  certain  of  being 
soon  called  to  the  power  now  wielded  so  unwiself  by  faia 
rival.    » 

In  1839  General  Canales  excited  a  rerolt  in  the  north- 
eastern departments  against  the  central  g^yernmenty  and  with 
the  aid  of  Texas  endeavoored  to  establish  an  independent  Fe- 
deral Republic  to  be  composed  of  the  proyinoes  of  Coahuila, 
Tamaulipasy  and  Durango.  The  revolutionists  declared  theit 
independence,  and  Canales  was  appointed  General-in-chief 
of  the  army,  and  President  of  the  confederacy.  A  secret 
treaty  was  signed  by  the  Texan  authorities  and  the  rebel 
leader,  who  was  encamped  at  Laredo,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  by  which  the  parties  bound  themselves  as 
follows : 

«<  The  President  of  the  Republic  of  the  Rio  Grande  pledges  him* 
self  to  declare  and  establish  the  Federal  constitution  of  1824,  as 
soon  as  he  shall  have  established  his  head-quarters  within  the  terri- 
tory claimed  by  the  said  Republic. 

That  the  Republic  of  the  Rio  Grand^i  shall  immediately  afler 
said  declaration  of  independence,  recognize  the  independence  of 
Texas. 

The  Republic  of  Texas  pledges  herself  to  aid  (he  Federalists  of 
tbo  Rio  Grande  in  their  struggle  for  independence,  as  soon  as  her 
own  independence  is  recognized  by  the  Republic  of  the  Qio 
Gxande.'* 

In  compliance  with  this  convention,  a  volunteer  force  was 
levied  at  Bexar,  and  marched  to  join  the  federal  army.  It 
was  oommanded  by  Colonel  Jordan,  an  officer  of  courage 
and  ability.  In  no  instance,  however,  have  the  people  of 
Mexico  united  harmonioudy  with  the  adventurous  spirits  of 
the  north,  whose  daring  enterprise  has  led  them  within  their 
territoiy.  The  feeble,  yet  fierce  and  jealous  descendant  of 
the  Aztec,  feels  rebuked,  in  the  presence  of  the  bold,  ener- 
getic, and  intelligent  Anglo-American,  and  he  hates  those 
whose  superiority  he  is  compelled  to  acknowledge.  The 
troops  under  Canales  entered  Mexico,  and  for  a  brief  period 
18 
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^ere  allowed  to  adyance  unmolested  into  the  interior ;  their 
reception,  however,  was  neither  endiusiastic  nor  brilliant ; 
the  inhabitants  did  not  oppose  them,  nor  did  fhey  welcome 
them  as  the  champions  of  their  much  coreted  liberty.  The 
occupation  of  Coahuila,  by  a  revolutionary  force  of  Texans 
and  Federalists,  soon  excited  the  attention  of  the  c^itral  go- 
vernment, and  in  the  spring  of  1840,  General  Mariano  Arista 
was  sent  against  them  with  a  strong  division  of  regular 
troops.  As  the  enemy  advanced,  the  Texans  discovered 
that  they  must  depend  upon  their  own  valor  to  extricate 
themselves  from  the  danger  which  menaced  them,  the  jealousy 
of  their  M exkan  allies,  exhibited  in  a  thousand  ways,  pre- 
venting that  unity  of  sentiment  and  mutual  confidence  essen- 
tial  for  the  safety  of  both. 

In  the  month  of  April,  the  hostile  armies  came  in  col* 
lision;  the  combined  forces  were  defeated,  and  Canales  was 
compelled  to  retreat.  That  general,  who  exceeded  any  of 
his  countrymen  in  perfidy,  basely  deserted  his  party  at  this 
crisis,  and  left  the  Texans  under  Jordan  to  make  their  way 
through  a  hostile  territory  back  to  San  Antonio  de  Bexar.-^ 
By  the  defection  of  Canales,  the  new  bom  republic  was 
stifled  at  its  birth. 

In  die  meantime  the  administration  of  Bustamente  was 
producing  its  anticipated  results ;  it  was  becoming  more 
unpopular  every  day,  and  the  hoarse  clamor  of  an  approach* 
ing  revolution  was  again  heard  echoing  among  the  moimtains 
of  Mexico.  Pronunciamentos,  insurrections,  and  popular 
tumults  occurred  in  Yucatan,  the  departments  upon  the 
Pacific,  at  Santa  Fe,  and  in  the  capital,  indicating  the  pre- 
vailing discontent.  Santa  Anna  carefully  avoided  showing 
himself  openly  in  these  movements,  but  remamed  in  strict 
seclusion,  biding  the  time,  which  he  felt  was  not  fiur  ofi^ 
when  he  should  again  have  the  satisfiu^tion  of  driving  his 
rival  into  reputeless  banishment. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Yucatan:  its  Climate,  Soil,  and  Topography -—Its  Popnlatioii*— The 
ReTolt  of  Santiago  Iman—- Attaek  upon  Eepeta— Battle  of  San 
Fernando— Proclamation  of  the  Rebel  Chief  against  the  Clergy— 
Col.  Roqaena*8  Attack  upon  TlKimin  —  General  Rivaa— Strength  of 
the  Rebel  Party  —  Advance  upon  the  city  of  Valladolid  de  Yucai- 
tan— -Iman  proclaims  the  Constitution  of  1834 — Siege  of  Cam- 
peachy— Tyranny  of  Bastamente—- Rerolution  of  1641— Fall  of 
Bustamente. 

The  Peninaula  of  Yucatan,  situated  at  the  Bouthem 
extremity  of  Mexico,  is  one  of  the  most  important  states 
of  that  confederacy.  Its  importance,  however,  is  dependent 
upon  its  position,  rather  than^upon  its  population,  opu- 
lence, or  the  fertility  of  its  soil.  Presenting  a  flat,  level, 
unbroken  surface,  its  general  aspect  is  barren,  arid,  and 
desolate,  with  here  and  there  a  cultivated  district,  where 
all  the  productions  of  the  tropics  flourish  with  singular  luxu- 
riancy..  Without  a  single  river,  or  a  stream  of  any  mag'- 
nitude,  to  vary  the  monotonous  appearance  of  the  plains^ 
the  country  abounds  in  subterranean  wells  and  rivulets, 
called  stmatosy  which  supply  the  inhabitants  with  water 
and  nourish  the  parched  fields  during  the  dry,  season. 
The  principal  cities  of  Yucatan,  are  Merida,  Valladolid, 
and  Campeachy :  the  former  is  the  capital,  the  latter  is 
the  great  commercial  entrepot  of  the  province.  The  in- 
habitants of  Yucatan  are,  most  of  them,  of  the  Indian 
race,  and  are  kept  in  a  state  of  bondage  by  their  masters, 
the  descendants  of  their  Spanish  conquerors,  who,  in  con- 
junction with  the  cleigy,  exercise  unbounded  sway  over 


276  REVOLT  OF  MAN. 

these  ignorant  and  subdued  serfs.  These  Indians  are  of 
the  Maya  tribe,  and  differ  in  many  respects  from  the 
Aztecs  and  Otomites  of  the  interior  of  Mexico.  They  are 
not  so  intelligent  or  energetic,  though  far  more  virtuous 
and  humane  than  their  brethren  of  the  north.  There  are 
fewer  crimes  committed  in  the  peninsula  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  Republic ;  and  it  was  not  until  within  a  feW 
years  since,  that  tlds  obscure  region  experienced  the  evils 
of  a  political  convulsion. 

The  interference  of  Bustamente  in  the  commercial  and 
manufacturing  interests  of  Mexico,  had  excited  a  strong 
feeling  of  opposition  against  him  in  Yucatan,  as  well  as 
in  several  other  departments  of  the  confederacy,  and  when 
the  tocsin  of  revolt  was  sounded^  it  found  an  ecl^o  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people  of  this  province.  On  the  29th  of 
May,  1839,  the  tri-color  was  unfurled  at  the  village  of 
Tizimln,  in  the  interior  of  the  penihsula,  by  Santiago 
Iman,  an  officer  in  the  militia  of  the  state,  who  began  the 
revolution  by  proclaiming  the  constitution  of  1824.  Six 
leagues  distant  from  his  position  is  the  town  of  Bspeta, 
containing  about  three  thousand  inhabitants,  which  was 
garrisoned  by  a  party  of  government  troops,  under  the 
command  of  an  officer  who  had  conspired  with  Iman  to 
revolutionize  the  department.  The  latter  sent  a  messen- 
ger to  his  accomplice  to  inform  him  of  his  approach.  The 
commandant  of  Espeta  had  in  the  meantime  changed  his 
mind,  and  resolved  to  remain  true  to  his  allegiance.  March- 
ing at  night  against  this  point,  in  the  expectation  that  it 
would  be  surrendered  according  to  a  previous  understand- 
ing, the  rebel  leader  was  astounded  when  he  heard  the 
drums  of  the  garrison  beat  to  arms,  and  preparations 
made  for  a  vigorous  defence  by  his  false  confederate. 
Determined,  if  possible,  to  carry  the  town,  Iman  opened 
a  fire  upon  it,  and  for  several  hours  the  hostile  forces 
fought  in  the  dark,  with  energy  and  resolution.  Volley 
followed  volley  in  rapid  succession;  but  owing  to  the 
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obflcnrity  of  the  night,  and  the  cover  under  which  both 
parties  had  placed  themsetveB,  neither  of  them  suatained 
muoh  ii^ury.  At  daybreak,  Lnan  drew  off  his  men,  and 
retreated  to  Tiadmin  where  he  remained  for  a  short  time, 
organizing  and  discipliniixg  his  raw  soldiery.  Hearing 
that  the  government  was  aboat  to  send  a  force  against 
him,  the  rebel  leader  retired  to  the  village  of  San  Feman* 
do, seven  leagues  distant;  causing  the  trees  bordering  the 
road  to  be  cut  down,  he  obstructed  it  for  several  miles. 
He  also  linrtified  the  approaches  to  his  position,  by  buUd- 
ing  stone  walls,  behind  which  his  men  could  fire  upon  an 
advancing  enemy.  Having  made  these  prudent  arrange* 
ments,  he  quietly  awaited  the  coming  of  his  adversaries, 
who  had  threatened  him  with  annihilation,  unless  he  sub* 
mitted,  and  threw  down  his  arms. 

The  procrastinating  policy,  which  is  so  universal 
tiiroughout  Mexico,  is  also  found  in  Yucatan;  and  it 
was  not  until  tiie  government  had  exhausted  its  exube* 
rant  vocabulary  of  official  denunciation  that  a  hostile  gun 
was  fired  against  Santiago  Iman,  and  his  rabble  rout  of 
forlorn  and  desperate  followers.  In  the  month  of  August, 
the  commandant  of  Espeta  marched  against  Scm  Fer* 
nando  at  the  head  of  a  division  of  four  hundred  regular 
troops;  moving  with  difficulty  over  the  obstructions  \diidh 
the  rebels  had  placed  in  his  way,  he  finally  arrived  before 
the  town.  An  action  ensued,  in  which  neither  party  dis- 
played much  chivalry,  or  a  knowledge  of  the  art  of  war. 
After  exchanging  several  volleys  yrith  the  enemy,  Iman 
soon  felt  his  position  to  be  uncomfortable ;  and  doubting 
his  ability  to  hold  it  in  the  face  of  the  rattiing  fire  poured 
into  his  ranks  every  moment,  he  determined  to  retreat. 
This  movement  he  effected  in  safety,  and  taking  the  route 
to  his  old  quarters  at  Tizimin,  he  left  San  Fernando  in 
possession  of  the  regulars.  The  commandant  of  Espeta 
returned  to  his  cantonments,  boasting  that  he  had  cer* 
tainly  quelled  the  revolt,  and  dispersed  the  rebel  force. 
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The  leader  of  the  revolati<Hiaiy  party,  who  was  not 
deilitate  of  abililyy  aoon  undeceived  the  enemy  aa  to  his 
fall  by  issuing  a  proclamation  addressed  to  the  people  of 
Yucatan,  guaranteeing  to  abolish  the  taxes  levied  upon 
themselves  and  their  families  by  the  Church.  This  politic 
measure  increased  the  popularity  of  the  insurgents,  and 
brought  a  great  number  of  recruits  to  the  rebel  camp ; 
those  who  did  not  openly  join  the  insurrection  willingly 
furnished  those  engaged  in  it  with  supplies.  By  this 
means  the  affairs  of  the  malcontents  were  placed  in  a 
flourishing  condition ;  the  clergy,  aware  of  the  danger 
their  jNrivileges  were  exposed  to  by  the  success  of  the 
people,  united  their  powerftd  influence  with  that  of  the 
government,,  and  endeavored  to  crush  the  daring  revolu- 
tionist who  had  the  audacity  to  attack  the  prerogative 
they  had  ever  ei\joyed,  of  fleecing  the  poor  Indian  of  his 
last  medio.  The  opposition  of  the  priesthood  checked  the 
growth  of  the  revolution  for  a  time,  and  compelled  many 
of  its  ardent  supporters  to  retire  from  the  contest,  con- 
scious of  the  inutiUty  of  struggUng  against  a  power 
upheld  by  the  associations  and  prejudices  of  three  cen 
turies.^ 

On  die  l^h  of  December,  Colonel  Roquena  attacked 
the  insurgents  with  six  hundred  men  at  Tizimin.  Form- 
ing his  followers  under  cover  of  a  stone  wall  at  the 
entrance  of  the  town,  General  Iman  made  a  gallant 
defence,  keeping  up  a  steady  fire  from  behind  the  barri- 
cade. Roquena,  who  was  a  brave,  but  not  a  skillful 
oflicer,  suffered  his  men  to  stand  in  front  of  the  wall 
until  a  score  or  two  had  been  killed,  without  making  an 
effort  to  dislodge  the  rebels.  After  fighting  in  this  way 
for  several  hours,  Roquena  charged  at  the  head  of  his 
division,  and  carried  the  place  at  point  of  the  bayonet, 
a  manceuvre  he  could  have  easily  effected  in  the  beginning 
of  the  fray.  The  government  troops  sustained,  in  this 
action,  a  loss  of  fifty  killed,  and  a  large  number  wounded. 
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The  rebel  Iom  was  very  alight.  Colonel  Roquena,  be- 
lieving that  as  he  had  driven  Santiago  Iman  from  hig 
stronghold,  that  the  hardy  partisan  would  retire  from  tihe 
contest,  returned  to  Campeachy  with  his  division.  The 
Commandant-General  Rivas,  expressing  great  contempt 
for  the  revolutionists,  scarcely  condescended  to  notice 
their  existence,  and  wUlingly  assented  to  the  report  of 
his  officer  that  the  enemy  had  been  scattered  to  the  winds 
by  the  prowess  of  the  victorious  troops  pf  the  line.  San- 
tiago, after  his  discomfiture,  remained  perfectly  qittet» 
apparently  satisfied  of  his  inability  to  cope  with  the  dis- 
ciplined forces  of  the  government;  this  personage  waai, 
however,  preparing  for  a  desperate  enterprise,  which 
would  either  bring  the  struggle  to  a  glorious  issue,  or 
consign  him  and  his  compatriots  to  an  ignominous  fate* 

In  the  cities  of  Valladolid  de  Yucatan,  M erida.  Sisal, 
and  Campeachy,  there  were  many  persons  of  wealth, 
intelligence,  and  influence,  who  were  decidedly  hostile  to 
Bustamente,  in  favor  of  the  constitution  of  1824,  and  the 
federal  system.  With  these  individuals  Iman  was  not 
unacquainted ;  and  conscious  of  their  support,  he  resolved 
to  beard  the  lion  in  his  den.  The  city  of  Valladolid  is 
one  of  the  principal  towns  in  the  republic,  and  at  this 
period  was  garrisoned  by  a  battalion  of  regulars,  under  a 
l»ave  and  efficient  commander,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Arans, 
who  was  devoted  to  the  cause  of  the  government  he 
served,  which  was  more  than  could  be  said  of  many  who 
held  commissions  under  the  seal  of  the  executive  of 
Mexico  at  that  period,  before,  and  since. 

On  the  11th  day  of  February,  1840,  Santiago  Iman 
appeared  before  Valladolid,  and,  making  an  attack  upon 
the  barrio  (or  suburb)  of  Sisal;  he  gained  possession  of  it, 
before  the  garrison  could  muster  for  its  defence.  Colonel 
Arans  marched  with  all  speed  to  the  scene  of  action,  at 
the  head  of  three  hundred  men ;  and  in  the  conffict  which 
followed,  this  meritorious  officer  was  killed,  while  leading 
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hid  troops  to  the  oha;rge.  Disheartened  by  the  losa  of 
their  leader,  the  ganrisim  were  beaten  by  the  rebek,  and 
capitulated  before  snnset.  Valladolid  was  thus  taken  by 
a  handful  of  daring  desperadoes,  whose  ranks  were  oom- 
posed  of  Indians,  half-breeds,  and  deserters  firom  the  re^ 
gular  army.  Their  duef  was,  howler,  a  man  equal  to 
the  task  of  turning  their  rude  energies  to  the  best  accounti 
and  his  career  is  not  the  only  one  wherein  we  can  discern 
the  influence  of  a  predominating  spirit  over  those  who  are 
exposed  to  its  influence.  That  night,  a  convention  waa 
held  at  the  town-hall,  and  the  constitution  of  1824  was 
proclaimed  by  the  victorious  federalists,  and  met  with  a 
hearty  response  from  the  citizens;  the  afi^acent  towns  and 
Tillages  soon  followed  the  example  of  Valladolid.  The 
partisans  in  Merida,  elated  by  the  success  of  their  party, 
pronounced  in  favor  of  the  constitution,  and  in  despite  of 
the  opposition  of  the  military  and  the  clergy,  canted  their 
point.  The  city  of  Campeachy  alone  remained  firm  to  its 
allegiance  to  the  central  government. 

The  revolution  had  progressed  so  far,  when  the  friends 
of  Bustamente  endeavored  to  stay  its  march  by  offering  a 
oompromise,  proposing  that  Rivas  and  o&er  obnoxious 
functionaries  should  withdraw,  and  a  more  popular  set  of 
officers  be  appointed  in  their  places.  To  this,  howeverj 
neither  Iman  nor  his  friends  would  consent,  announcing 
their  unalterable  determination  to  establish  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  laws.  Campeachy  was  defended  by  a 
thousand  men,  under  the  command  of  General  Rivas,  who 
was  resolved  to  hold  it  for  the  government,  as  long  as  he 
had  force  enough  to  man  its  walls. 

The  Executive  of  Mexico,  owing  to  the  difficulties  which 
prevailed  throughout  the  republic,  was  unable  to  send  a 
single  regiment  to  his  relief,  and  Rivas  was  thus  left  to  hia 
own  resources ;  which  he  certainly  made  the  best  use  of,  con- 
sidering his  peculiar  position, — shut  up  in  a  sea-port  town, 
with  a  whole  province  in  arms  against  him.    The  federal 
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army  laid  ai^ge  to  Campeacl^,  and  opened  a  battery  upon 
its  defences,  the  fire  of  which  was  answered  by  the  be- 
sieged with  spirit.  For  some  days,  the  hostile  guns  thun- 
dered defiance ;  but  the  injury  sustained  by  either  party 
was  not  sufilcient  to  make  them  yield  to  their  rival. 
At  lengthy  the  supplies  and  ammunition  of  the  centralists 
began  to  fail>  and  much  against  his  will,  Rivas  was  com^ 
peUed  to  surrender  the  town  (in  June  1840)  into  the  hands 
of  the  trimnphant  federalists.  By  the  capitulation  of 
Campeaohy^  the  power  of  Bustamente  was  annihilated  in 
Yucatan»  and  the  revolution  brought  to  a  sucoessfiil  ter^ 
sanation. 

The  din  of  war  had  now  ceased  in  the  peninsula,  but 
another  struggle  commenced,  which,  if  bloodless,  was  not 
lesQ  fierce  and  determined.  There  were  three  poUttcal 
factions  in  the  country,  each  of  which  was  striving  for 
the  supremacy.  One  of  these,  which  was  called  the 
Bocbekmos  par^,  was  opposed  to  both  the  central  an4 
federal  systems ;  another  portion  of  the  people  were  in 
fav<^  of  an  immediate  and  total  separation  firom  the 
Mexican  confederacy;  the  other  faction  referred  to  was  the 
federalists,  who  were  the  most  numerous,  intelligent,  and 
disinterested  of  those  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  department.  The  clergy  threw  their  powerful  in^ 
fluence  in  opposition  to  the  latter,  and  fought  manfully 
against  the  innovations  which  threatened  to  deprive  them 
of  their  time-honored  and  exclusive  privileges.  After 
much  debate,  a  constitution  was  framed  upon  the  basis 
of  that  of  1824,  firom  which  it  differed  in  this,  that  all  re^ 
ligions  were  to  be  tolerated^  while  tiiat  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  was  to  be  protected^  as  formerly.  Females  were 
also  exempted  firom  the  payment  of  contributions  to  the 
clergy, — a  decree  causing  no  inconsiderable  diminution  of 
the  revenue  of  these  holy  fathers,  as  there  are  nMH*e  females 
in  all  tropical  regions  than  males.  On  the  3l8t  of  March, 
1841,  the  new  constitution  was  promulgated^  and  acknow- 
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ledged  as  the  fundamental  law  of  the  free  and  sovereign 
atate  of  Yucatan. 

The  difficulties  in  the  southern  departments,  hastened 
the  ruin  of  Bustamente,  whose  administration  was  already 
tottering  to  its  fall.  Among  those  arrayed  against  the 
government,  were  generals  Paredes,  Canalize,  Tomel,  (af* 
terwards  minister  of  war  and  marine,)  Alm<mte,  and  Santa 
Anna.  In  order  to  maintain  his  position,  the  president 
was  compelled  to  keep  an  army  in  the  field,  the  expenses 
of  which  amounted  during  the  year  1640,  to  more  than 
eight  millions  of  dollars.  The  national  debt  was  increasing 
with  a  rapidity  which  threatened  to  swell  it  far  beyond  the 
ability  of  the  nation  to  liquidate  it,  and  notwithstanding 
the  onerous  duties — which  in  many  instances  exceeded  the 
value  of  the  articles  imported — levied  upon  all  merchan- 
dise brought  into  the  country,  the  exchequer  was  as  empty 
as  the  enemies  of  the  party  in  power  could  desire.  A 
large  portion  of  the  circulating  medium  in  Mexico  consists 
oi  copper  coin,  which  within  a  few  months  had  been  depre* 
dated  sixty  per  cent,  from  its  original  value.  As  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  were  the  holders  of  this  derogate  coin, 
its  depreciation  tended  in  no  slight  degree  to  increase  the 
prevailing  discontent.  The  afiairs  of  &e  republic  were  in 
this  critical  condition,  when  Paredes  pronounced  against  the 
supreme  authority,  in  the  month  of  August,  1841,  in  the 
department  of  Guadalaxara,  which  soon  declared  in  favcnr 
of  the  revolutionary  movement.  The  insurrection  being 
sustained  by  some  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  country,  its 
progress  soon  became  irresistible,  and  bore  down  all  before 
it.  The  government,  destitute  of  resources  to  meet  the 
exigency,  was  forced  to  remain  inactive,  while  the  insur* 
gents  were  concentrating  their  troops  upon  the  capital. 
Nowise  intimidated  by  the  approach  of  his  foes,  Busta- 
mente  resolved  to  hold  on  to  the  power  he  had  aeqidred  to 
the  last,  and  rejected  the  overtures  of  the  former  with 
haughty  disdain.    When  it  became  known  that  Santa 
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Anna  had  espoused  the  canse  of  the  malcontents,  the  re* 
collection  of  his  recent  services  at  Vera  CSraz,  inspired  the 
people  vniik  an  enthusiastic  regard  for  him  which  drew 
thousands  to  his  party  and  rendered  their  success  certain. 
Enraged  at  the  refusal  of  Bustamente  to  yield  to  their  de- 
mands, the  revolutionary  ohie&  brought  up  their  divisions, 
and  opened  their  batteries  upon  the  &ty  of  the  Montezu- 
mas;  whose  walls  again  echoed  with  the  fierce  strife  c€ 
contending  factions.  Driven  to  extremity,  the  executive 
still  continued  the  struggle,  opposing  the  entrance  of 
his  enemies  into  the  caj^tal  with  the  few  regiments 
which  remained  faithM  to  him.  The  number  and  perse- 
verance of  his  adversaries,  however,  enabled  them  to 
overcome  the  obstacles  he  had  vainly  hoped  would  check 
their  progress,  the  city  was  taken,  and  succumbing  to  his 
destiny,  Bustamente  retired  from  the  contest,  his  own  ty- 
ranny^ and  the  restless  ambition  of  his  rivals  had  provoked. 
The  government  was  immediately  reorganized  upon  the 
Flan  of  Tacubaya,  which  aboluhed  the  former  constitu- 
tions, and  invested  the  chief  magistrate  with  plenary 
powers  to  restore  the  tranquillity  and  prosperi^  of  the 
commonwealth.  General  Santa  Anna  was  soon  after 
appointed  to  the  supreme  authority,  and  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office,  amid  the  rejoicings  of  his  numerous 
partisans,  who  hailed  his  installation  as  the  harbinger  of 
pe^ce,  ord^,  and  national  greatness.  And  had  it  been  in 
tiie  power  of  any  man  within  the  confines  of  the  republic 
to  have  achieved  these  desirable  ends,  the  nation  could  not 
have  made  a  better  selection  than  this  dbtinguished  chiefs 
whose  abilities  were  unquestionably  superior  to  those  who 
surrounded  him  eager  to  share  in  the  spoils  of  office. 

The  executive  dignity  at  this  period  was  no  sinecure^ 
the  effects  of  the  policy  pursued  by  his  predecessor  gave 
ample  scope  for  the  exercise  of  the  talents  of  the  provi- 
sional president,  vrho  found  himself  in  a  position  of  great 
difficulty  the  moment  he  accepted  the  coveted  honors  of 
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hit  state.  There  was  scarcely  a  doUar  in  the  public 
treasury  to  meet  the  daily  expenses  of  the  government^ 
much  less  to  pay  the  interest  aoeroing  upon  the  national 
debt,  or  to  maintain  the  army  upon  whose  bayonets  he 
depended  for  the  continuance  of  his  power.  Dissensions 
also  prevailed  in  different  parts  of  the  country;  Yucatan 
had  withdrawn  from  the  confederacy,  and  aided  and  en* 
couraged  by  the  Texans  refused  to  return  to  her  allegiance 
unless  the  Mexican  government  would  comply  vnth  her 
demands.  Santa  Anna  met  these  financial  and  political 
embarrassments  with  energy  ai^d  sagacity,  and  succeeded 
in  stemming  the  tide  which  had  threatened  to  ovan^^helm 
his  administration  in  the  beginning.  By  the  exercise  of  a 
power  as  potent  as  that  of  Prospero,  he  stilled  the  politi* 
cal  tempest,  replenished  the  empty  cofiers  of  the  state, 
maintained  a  powerful  army,  quelled  the  sedBtious  at- 
tempts of  his  enemies,  and  warded  off  the  angry  demands 
of  foreign  envoys,  with  an  address  peculiarly  his  own. 
The  veealthy  ead  intelligent  classes  were  willing  to  con- 
tribute a  portion  of  their  immense  revenues  to  sustain 
their  favorite  at  the  outset  of  his  career,  forgetftd  of  the 
fact  that  governments  supported  by  contributions  or  direct 
taxation  grow  exacting  as  they  become  consolidated,  until 
their  insatiate  demands  eat  up  the  substance  of  the 
people,  and  the  dynasty  itself  expires,  like  a  devouring 
fire  that  has  destroyed  all  things  within  its  reach.  The 
system  of  forced  loans  adopted  by  Santa  Anna  relieved 
his  necessities  for  a  time,  but  ultimately  caused  a  revolu« 
tion,  which  hurled  him  firom  his  position,  and  placed  the 
country  in  the  hands  of  these  whose  incompetency,  ire 
nality,  or  ambition,  has  brought  upon  the  Mexican  nation 
the  combined  calamities  of  intestine  and  foreign  war, 
domestic  treason,  and  external  spoliation,  poverty,  an- 
archy, and  ruin;  which  has  caused  the  blood  of  her 
bravest  sons  to  fiow  like  water,  which  has  dismembered 
her  territory,  and  prostrated  her  arrogant  crest  in  the  dust. 
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IiTTASioN  of  N«w  Mexico — Capture,  and  fate  of  the  Inyaders  —  Cni- 
elty  of  Salaxar—- Dissolution  of  Congpivss  by  Santa  Anna— Con«- 
▼ooatioB  of  a  Junta -^Condition  of  Yucatan -—Commodore  Moore -^ 
JBxpedition  against  Yucatan  under  General  Moialea^-The  Vomito— • 
Its  Effects — Return  of  the  Mexican  Army— Foray  into  Texas -^ 
Capture  of  Bexar— General  Canales  —  Gen.  Woll's  Expedition  — 
The  Texans  cross  the  Rio  Grande — Battle  of  Mier  —  Capture  of 
the  Texans — The  new  Constitution — Order  for  the  expulsion  of 
Americans  from  the  ndrth-westem  Departments  —  Conduct  of  the 
Asierican  EnToy-— Remoostcanoes  of  Mexico  against  the  Annexi^ 
tion  of  Texas— Armistice  between  Mexico  and  Texas  — Sam  Housr 
ton — The  British  Charge  d*  Jffdin — Negotiations  for  Peace  —  San- 
ta Anna  and^ibt  Texanoa — General  Almonte's  Protest — Opening  of 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies— 'Installation  of  Santa  Aniia. 

A  flHoiT  time  after  the  aecession  of  Santa  Anna  in 
1841,  a  party  of  Texans  who  had  invaded  tlie  tenitoiy  of 
Santa  Fe,  in  New  Mexico,  were  taken  prisoners,  and  sent 
under  an  escort  to  the  capital.  The  unfortunate  indi* 
iriduals  composing  the  expedition,  suffered  horribly  during 
their  passage  through  the  untrodden  wilderness  which 
they  traversed.  Upon  their  arrival  upon  the  Rio  Galina», 
in  the  vicinity  of  Santa  Fe,  they  were  inveigled  into  a 
capitulation  to  Don  Manuel  Armijo,  the  governor  of  the 
province,  who  wantonly  violated  the  terms  he  had  pro- 
mised to  keep  with  them.  The  prisoners  who  surrendered 
in  September,  1841,  were  taken  to  the  town  of  San 
Miguel,  stripped  of  their  valuables,  and  thrown  into 
prison ;  after  several  of  their  number  had  been  slaugb* 
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tered  in  cold  blood,  the  rest  were  marched  toward  the 
city  of  Mexico.  In  their  passage  through  the  territory 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Armijo,  a  portion  of  the  captives 
were  consigned  to  the  care  of  Captain  Salazar,  whose 
cruelty  toward  them  almost  exceeds  belief:  he  put  several 
of  them  to  death  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they  were 
unable  to  keep  up  with  their  comrades ;  he  then  cut  off 
their  earsy  and  stringing  the  bloody  trophies  upon  a  piece 
of  buckskin,  he  carried  them  to  the  frontiers  of  the  a4Join* 
ing  department  of  Chihuahua,  and  presented  them  as  a 
token  that  the  men  had  not  escaped.*  The  govemcHr  of 
the  latter  state,  Don  Garcia  Conde,  treated  the  prisoners 
with  humanity,  and  provided  liberally  for  their  comfort. 
Most  of  the  party  being  forced  to  travel  on  foot,  lliey 
endured  many  privations,  and  much  suffering,  in  the  long 
Journey  of  more  than  two  thousand  miles  from  Santa  Fe 
to  the  capital.  On  the  route  the  Texans  were  attacked 
with  the  small-pox,  of  which  loathsome  malady  a  number 
of  them  perished.  Arriving  at  the  city  of  Mexico,  the 
members  of  the  expedition  were  confined  in  the  convent 
of  Santiago,  and  loaded  with  chains,  were  forced  to  work 
on  the  public  highways.  In  this  way  did  the  Mexicans 
treat  their  prisoners  of  war,  who  had  not  committed  an 
act  of  depredation  upon  their  territory^  nor  even  fired  a 
gun  in  self  defence,  but  had  surrendered  at  the  first  sum- 
mons. Compelled  to  work  like  galley  slaves,  incarcerated 
in  the  gloomy  dungeons  of  Perotef  and  Santiago,  covered 
with  vermin  and  ndseriay  the  remains  of  the  party  lingered 
out  a  wretched  existence  until  the  month  of  June,  18429 
when  they  were  liberated  by  Santa  Anna. 

The  administration  of  the  president,  ad  interim,  had  so 
far  given  satisfaction  to  the  people,  and  his  popularity 


*  See  Kendall's  Santa  Fe  Expedition. 

f  Thoae  confined  in  the  caatle  of  Perote  suffered  more  than  those 
who  rBBuined  at  the  capitaL 
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was  not  a  little  increased  by  the  captare  of  the  Tezans. 
In  June,  1842,  a  congress  assembled  at  the  government 
palace,  for  Ike  purpose  of  reorganizing  the  constitution 
and  the  laws,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  Tacubaya. 
As  usual,  dissensions  soon  hrcke  out  in  the  deliberative 
body;  the  fiiends  of  Santa  Anna  asked  too  much  for  him, 
while  his  political  enemies  wished  to  curtail  the  preroga* 
tives  he  already  possessed.  Hie  miyority  of  the  deputies 
were  opposed  to  placing  unlimited  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  executive,  knowing  &om  experience,  that  however 
wisely  it  might  be  used  at  finit,  in  the  end  it  would  be 
abused,  to  the  iigury  of  the  nation.  The  occurrences  of 
the  following  year  proved  this  fear  to  be  founded  upon 
truth. 

The  history  of  all  ages  teaches  us,  that  political  power 
is  misapplied  the  moment  it  becomes  concentrated,  and 
that  the  patriot  degenerates  into  the  tyrant,  when  he  is 
governed  by  no  law  save  his  own  will.  Happy  are  the 
people  who  are  governed  the  least  I  Perceiving  the  im* 
possibility  of  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  legislative  body 
to  his  plans  of  selfish  aggrandizement,  Santa  Anna  posted 
a  corps  of  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  a  trusty  officer, 
at  the  doors  of  the  palace,  with  orders  to  oppose  the 
entrance  of  the  deputies.  In  this  summary  manner,  the 
deliberations  of  Congress  were  closed,  and  the  representa- 
tives forbidden  to  exercise  their  lawful  functions.  Resist- 
ance would  have  been  uttwly  useless,  for  the  ten  thousand 
bayonets  of  the  despot  gleamed  upon  all  sides,  ready  to 
charge  at  his  behest. 

A  junta  was  subsequently  convoked  by  the  head  of  the 
government,  who  took  care  that  none  but  those  who  fa- 
vored his  own  schemes  should  have  a  potential  voice 
therein ; — an  admirable  method  of  ensuring  the  harmony 
of  its  meetings,  if  not  the  wisdom  of  its  decrees.  The 
department  of  Yucatan  still  continued  in  a  state  of  revolt, 
and  steadily  refused  to  re-enter  the  Mexican  Union,  unless 
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the  rights  she  claimed  should  be  guaraateed  to  her  imder 
the  seal  of  the  republic.  The  pride  of  neither  party  would 
admit  the  adoption  of  a  compromise,  and  war  was  openly 
dedaied  between  them.  The  Texans  had  entered  into  a 
convention  with  the  authorities  of  the  peninsula,  and  Com- 
modore Moore,  with  the  fleet  of  the  former,  sw^t  the  GKilf 
from  Cape  Catoche  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  in 
search  of  the  Mexican  flag.  In  his  encounters  ynOi  thrar 
vessels,  he  was  invariably  the  victor. 

In  the  summer  of  1842,  an  army  was  collected  at  Vera 
Cruz,  for  the  invasion  of  Yucatan;  Santa  Anna  being  de* 
termined  to  chastise  the  rebels  into  obedience.  The 
expeditionary  troops  consisted  of  four  thousand  men,  and 
were  placed  under  the  command  of  General  Juan  Morales, 
an  able  and  efficient  officer.  The  rainy  season  had  already 
begun,  before  the  divisions  were  mustered  at  the  rendez* 
vous,  and  several  cases  of  the  vomito  warned  them  that  the 
dreaded  scourge  of  the  south  was  at  hand.  As  the  climate 
of  the  peninsula  was  considered  far  more  salubrious  than 
that  of  Vera  Cruz,  Morales  did  not  hesitate  to  embark  for 
his  destination — a  movement  as  fatal  as  it  was  ill-advised« 
Had  he  delayed  his  enterprise  until  winter,  the  issue  of  it 
would  have  been  less  melancholy. 

The  invading  army  landed  upon  the  coast  of  Yucatan 
in  the  month  of  August,  when,  owing  to  some  peculiar 
cause,  the  fever  broke  out  in  the  camp,  and  raged  with 
imusual  violence.  Whole  companies  perished  before  ita 
pestilential  breath  in  a  day.  Morales  endeavored  to  con* 
ceal  the  excessive  mortality  from  his  army;  but  it  was 
impossible,  at  last,  even  to  bury  the  dead  with  the  accus- 
tomed rites  of  the  church,  and  hundreds  were  thrown  into 
shallow  trenches,  scarcely  deep  enough  to  hide  their  putrid 
remains.  Literally  Uasted  with  sickness  and  devoured 
by  death,  regiment  after  regiment  melted  away,  until  but  a 
few  miserable  battalions  remained  of  this  once  formidable 
force;  which  had  anticipated  a  contest  far  diflerent  from 


tiittl  irUch  tkey  hud  Ibiigkt  widi  the  Mttgrof  tmiHr%  liho 
had  mM  them  fai  hi»  moet  i^Muslljr  foim. 

Monales  mui  ^bd  to  he  allowed  to  retsni' to  ¥  en  Cnis« 
ttfter  fte  lepse  of  a  iBfir  ^w^e^Sy  with  the  lenttattl  «f  hie 
troopd)  a  mere  fraolfeMi  of  i*hom  had  Iiv«td  tD>  relate  thA 
hotvere  6f  thb  jiiifcttWii  expedilieau  The  cxpeaees  ef 
thie  mterpifae  wore  tea  great  tb  adntt  of  a  rBpelMoa  of 
aaiaiilar  attempt^ aad  Yueataa  imui  leftto  pwMie  her  own 
eodrae  minoleeted;  ehe  antMieij^eailjr  dilated  h&t  eara 
tenm,  and  re*entebred  tke  cbiilbdtraoyy  and  loft  pteeeat  ao- 
kaewledgte  a  •oaMrfallegiaitoe  to  the  Meaean  e^idiBe. 
Sbc  yearaliad  aow  elapsed  ainee  the  battle  of  S^n  Jaeante^ 
mtkit  dwiOK  that  period  aotaheetale  Mexieati  had  heea 
•eeft  irMuii  Ihe  ooa&aea  of  Texas,  nor  a  hoatUe  gm  had 
Mrakened  Ihe  edioes  of  her  foiMta. 

ia  Ike  meaattne,  the  sew  rB|mUto  had  beea  advaaat^ 
tag  rapidlj  tow«idto  a  eond^tioB  of  proeperiit^,  iMA  aha 
aoald  aloae  have  adiieved  under  the  iioatmaf  eare  of  a 
ipee  and  enlightened  government  In  the  spting  of  IM2» 
General  Baeeoe,  who  oommanded  die  Mexican  fiwoei  at  the 
neeidia  Rio  GSrande,made  a  juddan  attaek  upon  Texaa, 
aadaorprieing  the  town  of  San  Abtonio  de  Betar,  pillaged 
to  inhafaitaatiy  and  retreated  with  bia  bootjr^  wi&  a  celeii* 
ty  whidi  defied  pmrait.  This  predotoiy  ^xpedKtion  waa 
Ibllewed  in  Jnlj  by  anottier,  unde#  General  Ganales,  oan^ 
aiatnig  of  a  etrong  body  of  cavalry  and  isfantty.  Caiialee 
waa  met  on  the  Noecea  by  a  email  -party  of  Texaaa^  who> 
aftev  a  riiort  engagement  forced  Inm  to  retivat  with  oonai- 
deraUe  loss.  In  September,  1S4S,  General  Adrian  W^ 
eaopoed  the  Rio  Grande  at  the  head  of  iftore  than  a  thon»- 
sand  men,  and  Bexar  agcdn  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  i^ei^ 
er.  Tlie  unprotected  eondition  of  the  weatem  frontier  in- 
vited these  forays ;  which  were  among  the  leaet  of  the 
ii^uries  suetained  by  the  Texana,  fhttnihe  hands  of  their 
president  Sam.  Houston,  whose  poliey  in  ptoce  and  war, 
Ihongh  not  destitate  of  a  certain  kind  of  pradence,  slaa^ 
19 
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%iim  Off  one  unfitted  to  gQT«m  «  ooimneiiweallk  of  tIbB  fm^ 
est  dimensions.  A  patriot  and  a  brave  soldier,  HoustMi 
has  ever  In^en  owayed  by  the  ai^areiioe^  i»iber  tbaa  die 
aotual  eonditien  of  things;  his  politieal  osHeei  hai  Iherefera 
been  nuurked  with  great  inoonsisteneies ;  Tei^as  can  nev^r 
ibrgei  him,  should  she  exist  a  thousand  years.  The  town 
of  Besar,  at  the  time  of  WoH'e  invasion,  was  filled  wilk 
the  inhaUtaats  of  the  adljaeent  ODuatry,  who  had  bee» 
dv»wn  thidier  to  attend  the  Dbtriet  Court  then  in  Bession* 
.  The  Mexican  leader  encamped  at  Bexar,  for  nearly  a  week; 
rcfreiAiag  bis  men  and  collecting  the  wpml.  Dockig  thie 
period,  a  party  of  Texans  under  Colonel  Caldwell  marched 
to  Ae  rdief  of  the  town :  the  number  of  the  enemy  wa«, 
however,  too  great  to  admit  ^  a  contost  With  the  hope 
of  success.  A  compai^  of  Texans,  commanded  by  Gapr 
tain  Dawson,  attempted  to  feroe  their  way  into  Caldwell's 
eamp,  but  were  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  &  comfcat 
k  la  omtrance  ensued.  The  former  fought  with  their  issual 
joourage;  but,  overwheloKd  by  numbers,  they  Were  cut 
dovm  by  scores,  until  but  a  few  remained  alive,  twelve  of 
whom  were  badly  wounded.  The  Mexican  lees  was  very 
severe,  and  hastened  the  return  of  WoU,  who  retreated 
into  Mexico,  cairying  with  him  fifty-two  prieouers  and 
much  booty.  The  Texan  Executive  detennined  to  retaU* 
ate,  and  a  force  of  eight  hundred  cavalry  was  dispatched 
to  the  Rio  Grande,  under  General  Somerville^  who  returned 
without  having  effected  a  ringle  oligect  of  the  expedition, 
on  the  19th  of  December.  Three  hundred  of  the  party 
refused  to  retrace  Uieir  steps  without  having  performed 
•ome  deed  worthy  of  their  reputation  aa  **  cavaliers  aad 
strong  men." 

Actuated  by  a  spirit  of  adventure,  these  men  had  no 
other  oljiect  in  view  than  to  gratify  a  vague  feeling  of 
reddess  courage,  which  courted  dangerous  enterprises  for 
thsir  own  sake,  rather  &an  for  the  hope  of  gain  or  eveu 
tbe  glory  ci  having  achieved  them.    This  feeling  is  peoa- 
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liar  to  the  people  of  <be  west  and  ft6mth-Treil,  dvIm  in  ddb 
reapect  differ  lEbom  all  othefB,  and  caa  scarcely  be  nad«f- 
atood  by  ihoae  who  have  not  felt  its  prompttngs ;  it  is 
dUferemt  from  that  whieh  earned  Cortes  io  Aaahttac,  and 
PiEanro  to  the  land  of  the  Ineas ;  it  is  less  selfish,  most 
duvi^ric,  and  elevated. 

Eleotiiig  Colonel  W.  S.  Fbdier  as  their  leader,  the  a4* 
yentnr^ni  descended  the  river  to  the  Alcantro,  a  smaH 
itream  whidi  empties  into  it;  the  tovrik  of  Mier  is  situated 
about  a  league  above  its  confloence  with  the  Rio  Graade. 
Fisher  entered  this  place,  and  demanded  a  supply  of  pro- 
visions and  horses,  which  being  readily  pffomiaed  by  tbe 
alcalde,  he  wi&drew  from  the  town,  and  encamped  in  the 
vicinity.  Jn  Ihe  meantime.  General  Anqm^Ka  mavched  to 
the  reUef  of  Mier.  The  Texans,  who  wwre  in  a  maSString 
condition,  madly  resolved  to  force  their  way  into  the  place 
which  they  had  evacuated.  On  the  ev^ng  of  the  dMi  of 
December,  1842,  Elsher  led  his  men  to  the  assault,  and 
penetrating  into  Ae  heart  of  tibe  town,  in  the  face  (^  a 
heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  from  Ampudia's  divi- 
sion, they  effected  a  lodgment  near  the  public  square. 

At  daybreak  on  the  following  morning,  the  combat  was 
renewed  hf  the  enemy  opening  a  fire  firom  two  six-ponnd- 
ers  upon  the  position  occupied  by  the  daring  adventurers, 
who  answered  it  with  a  rapid  and  £fttal  discharge  firom  dieir 
rifles.  For  several  hours  the  battle  raged  furioudy,  the  Tex- 
ans  defended  by  the  stone  walls  of  the  houses,  delivered  their 
fire  with  unerring  certainty,  and  at  every  voUey  sent  a  hun- 
dred of  the  foe  to  eternity.  Several  desperate  sallies  were 
made,  and  Uood  flowed  through  the  streets  and  firom  every 
house  upon  which  the  Mexicans  had  posted  tiiemselves. 
The  force  under  Ampudia  was  three  thouaand  and  more  in 
number,  the  adventurers  were  but  two  hundred  andaxty«five 
rank  and  file ;  a  portion  of  their  men  having  been  left  at 
Ifae  camp  wi4i  their  horses  and  baggage.  Notwithstand- 
kg  this  f;so«t  disparity  in  strength,  the  issue  of  the  oontest 
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wmiM  bftye  been  doubtful,  bad  not  tbe  ammunitum  of  the 
Tezttui  beeome  exbansted.  As  it  was,  tbey  acceded  un* 
willingly  to  Ibe  terms  offered  by  Ampndia,  wbo  violated 
Uiein  M  a  matter  of  ooutm  as  eoon  as  be  had  secured  bis 
prisoners;  who  were  soon  after  marched  off  onder  an  es* 
cort  to  the  capital;  to  suffer  the  samie  indignities,  (iriva- 
fiens,  and  MifferingB,  imposed  iq>on  all  wbo  have  trusted 
to  Atejtd€9  Mfoicana^  wlach  is  more  false  than  that  of  the 
Cartbagenians  of  old.  On  their  route  to  Mexico  the  party 
rose  upon  their  guardi  and  succeeded  in  making  their 
escape,  but  being  rec^tured,  seventeen  of  their  nnmber 
were  put  to  deatii  In  aoroel  and  most  barbarous  manner. 

On  the  lOtb  of  Jane,  1843,  the  Junta  convoked  by  Santa 
Anna  brought  their  deliberations  to  a  close,  and  proclaimed 
tiie  result  of  their  labors  to  the  nation.  The  basis  of  the 
p<ditical  organization  of  the  republic  was  declared  to  be 
in  substance  as  foUows: ' 

That  the  liberty  of  the  press  and  of  the  people  shall  be 
inviolate.  No  taxes  could  be  imposed  except  by  the  le^;is- 
lative  aothority,  which  was  invested  in  a  house  of  deputiea 
and  a  senatei.  The  confederacy  was  to  be  divided  into 
sections,  each  to  contain  five  hundred  inhabitants,  who 
were  to  nominate  one  elector*  The  latter  were  to  select 
from  theit  number  one  from  eveiy  twenty,  who  in  their 
turn  appointed  the  members  of  the  national  Congress,  and 
the  state  assembly;  which  was  to  be  composed  of  not  more 
than  eleven  and  not  less  than  seven  persims,  whose  duties 
were  similar  to  those  of  a  departmental  legislature.  The 
governors  of  the  states  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  IVesi- 
dent.  The  executive  power  was  to  be  invested  in  a  native 
bom  Mexican  who  was  not  an  ecclesiastic;  whose  term 
of  office  was  to  continue  five  years,  and  who  was  to  be 
idected  by  the  state  assemblies,  or  by  the  houses  of  Con* 
gross  in  certain  contingencies.  The  President  was  allowed 
to  exercise  a  veto  upon  the  acts  of  the  legislative  body, 
wbioh  was,  however^  limited  within   ^e  bounds.    He 
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pMMMod  ike  power  of  levyinf  fines  of  five  lumdred  ddU 
Ian  upon  tiioae  wko  dieebeyed  his  lawful  Qomiiiaiids;  aad 
could  eonvoke  extra  somioimi  of  Congreaiy  and  dictate  the 
snbjecte  of  thw  deliberationf.  He  was  not  peoaitted  to 
assume  any  militafy  eammaiid  without  the  consent  of  the 
legislature,  nor  eonld  be  leave  the  eouatry  daring  his  ad« 
xBiiiistraAioa»  ncv  within  one  year  thereafter  without  thek 
expreas  permission.  Daring  his  absence  from  the  capitali 
the  speaker  of  the  senate  was  to  perfinrm  his  duties;  if  his 
absence  continued  kmger  than  two  weeks^  a  preaideiit  ad 
hiUrim  was  to  be  appointed  l^  the  sensfeofs.  He  could 
be  impeached  tor  treason  against  tiie  state  or  the  constitu* 
tion  f  but  was  exesqpled  from  all  other  criminal  proseontteiis 
during  his  t«nn  of  office  and  for  one  year  aft^wards*  Tha 
8«Biate  was  composed  of  sixly-^lkiee  members^  each  pos^* 
sessed  of  an  annual  income  of  two  thousand  dollars^  two* 
tfurds  of  whom  were  to  be  deeted  by  the  departmientfe«  the 
other  ttkird  by  tiie  deputies^  the  president)  and  the  supiema 
ecsrrt  The  higher  orders  of  the  clergy  were  disqualified 
from  being  deputies,  but  could  be  appointed  to  the  seaatOi 
one  third  of  whidi  was  to  be  renewed  every  three  years. 
AH  laws  were  to  originate  in  the  lower  hoose;  and  all 
treaties  required  the  sanction  of  both  branches  of  die  lo* 
gislatnre  to  become  valid.  GongresB  was  forbidden  to  alter 
the  revenue  laws  intended  for  protection,  nor  could  ihey 
annul  the  obligations  of  contracts  thereafter  to  be  entered 
into.  Hie  other  powers  belonging  to  this  body  were  simi- 
lar to  those  set  forth  in  the  constitution  of  1824.  The 
council  of  government  was  to  be  composed  of  seventeen 
persons  appointed  by  the  president,  who  were  to  be  se- 
lected from  those  who  had  served  the  republic  at  least  ten 
years  without  intermission  in  some  official  capacity. 

The  judges  held  their  offices  for  life,  and  were  respon* 
sible  for  their  decisions.  A  military  tribunal  was  estab^ 
lished,  to  take  cognizance  of  the  affairs  of  the  army;  this 
court  was  to  be  permanent,  and  was  composed  of  generals 
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«bA  ftdirooateB  appointed  b^  the  head  of  the  govemiMiit, 
Att  penKnM  indicled  for  erfane,  or  who  Mrved  othen  in  m 
menial  capacitj,  m  well  aa  eonftnned  inebriates,  gvmHen^ 
and  va^fantfly  were  exeladed  fron  the  eleetive  framdiise. 
J^ler  the  gear  1850,  ii  was  ietkctti^  Attt  m  cm  whacmdd  md 
retad  and  wriie  shauU  be  aOnottf  tk^  ffMl^e  tf  ^M»g. 
lieidoaiui  of  eighteen  years  of  age,  if  manied,  wei«  ad- 
laitted  to  all  the  rights  of  dtitensUp ;  if  tflagle,  not  nntU 
Ikey  were  twenty  •one. 

fluth  were  the  prindpal  ftatnres  of  tfie  new  cemtit^ 
tion.  h  other  parts,  it  resembled  that  of  1894,  et»ept  that 
it  was  more  central  in  its  provisieas  than  Aat  iaetnuneiil; 
the  power,  of  the  seTi»^  states  beteg  merely  nominal 
wider  this  organizatien,  while  the  supremo  antiboif  ty  was 
oaaaolidated  ifl  the  ge«eral  gDVermnent,  whose  desrees 
were  all-poweiftQ. 

On  the  14tii  of  July,  1848,  General  Tomel,  the  minlsier 
of  war  and  marine,  issued  an  order  to  tiie  governors  of 
floaora,  Slnaloa,  Chihoahifa,  and  the  OaUfomtas,  to  Ae 
ibllowing  effeot: 

««Ths  Pftsidsnt,  ad  interbmf  by  tirtas  sf  die  poweis  osnfenad 
*pOD  him  by  di6  law  of  33d  of  Fsbmsry,  188S,  oonrnMsd  of  tf* 
isipiopii^  of  sBowiBg  ibe  {natundet)  natives  of  ike  United  Stalae 
to  reside  in  the  departaient  under  your  demmaady  hatf  vesolTed  that 
they  ebaU  be  ordered  out  sf  it,  withiii  such  time  as  it  may  iHPPC 
■lost  prudest  to  you ;  and  that  in  future,  no  indiTidii^  bekmging  to 
the  United  States  be  permitted  to  enter  the  said  departmenl;  it  being 
understood  that  this  order  is  to  apply  even  to  the  frontier  of  the  de- 
partment. To  which  end,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  known  to  yon 
this  supreme  resolution,  recommending  you  to  carry  it  into  complete 
effect.** 

This  tyrannical  edict,  the  result  of  local  prejudice  and 
unmanly  jealousy,  was  studiously  concealed  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  American  minister,  who  was  not  in- 
formed of  its  existence  until  the  following  winter.  It  was 
a  stroke  of  policy  purely  Mexican,  and  illustrates  the 
duplicity  of  the  national  character,  which  leads  them  to 


poniietlidir  aim  thfoQgh  dark  Mid  toHttoiuway*^  Nodiiay 
b  done  in  aa  open,  ■traig^t-fofward  maaBcr  m  &at 
tiry ;  Ike  Mexicaa  Maks  to  Ude  kk  «iliple«t  wlioiui- 
a  veil  of  mystery.  When  General  lliaBipMHi*  was  mada 
acquainted  with  tki»  deeree--*which  was  in  Tialatioa  of 
Ike  express  stipalatiMMi  of  tke  treaties  exiatiiig  between 
the  two  lepnUies— -ke  hnmediately  demanded  an  ezplaMi^ 
tien  of  the  Menoan  govemmenti  Witti  their  nsoal  pfocwuK 
tJantJBg  poli<^,  the  Mexican  offieiala  letamed  no  reply  M 
the  oomninnication  of  the  Amencan  trnvoy ;  who,  howerery 
addresaed  another  note  to  the  aaiihorities,  deniaadhif  in^ 
stant  Mtieiaetion,  or  Ike  deKveranoe  of  hie  pasaportav 
Booanegra,  tke  minister  of  foreign  relations^  did  not  dcigft 
to  answ^  it;  and  the  envoy  prqpatod  to  depart  fimn  tha 
eonntcy,  witkoot  a  momoit's  nnneeeesary  dday.  In  otdor 
to  prevent  his  departure^  the  former  laid  mi  emkargo  wfom 
the  Vera  Craz  diligenda,  in  which  the  latter  had  engaged 
kis^  passage.  Late  that  night,  the  envoy  roeeived  aa 
apology  fiv>m  Booanegra,  who  added,  that  the  order  mfeired 
to  oS  strangras  who  had  rendered  themselves  obnoxiona  to 
the  government,  and  not  alone  to  natives,  of  the  United 
Slates.  This  prevaricating  statement  was  neeived  in 
good  part  by  the  American  envoy,  who  did  not  wish  to 
ini^^ase  the  irritation  already  exiifting  between  his  own 
conntry  and  Mexico.  The  ui\{nst  decree  waa  also  imm^ 
diately  revoked. 

Daring  the  summer  of  this  year,  through  the  mediatiCii 
of  the  British  charge  d^a^fairu  at  Mexico^  a  cessation  of 
hostilities  obtained  between  Texas  and  her  fiotmer  gi>- 
vemment.  On  the  IMh  of  June»  1848,  Houston  issued  a 
proclamation  annpnncipg  that  an  armisttoe  had  been 
fgreed  upon  by  the  .two  nations,  which  was  to  continiie 
during  the  negotiation  then  pending  for  peace,  and  com- 
manding all  officers  in  the  service  of  Texas  to  observe  tka 

same.    On  the  7th  of  July,  Tomel,  the  minister  of  war, 

■  ■     ».  ■  ..I    ■  — ^^i^— ^ 

•  Geaeral  Wtddy  HHMipsoa,  sf  flteoUi  Oaroliuu 


ARMISTICE  fUmaOM  MOnOO  JJTD  TEXA& 

«idb(bBd  GcMval  WoU  to  irittinw  hw  pardM  of  obtcrrA^ 
tMii  and  4iacoTcgy^  aad  to  nhitnin  from  oay  hootile  demon* 
■talioD  iqpoii  the'  Texoa  Ibo&tiep  wkUo  die  antttstiM 
kjatad.  He  abo  kmlndbfd  the  oonmaiidoHi&-olttef  of  tiie 
tertbem  anny,  to  give  ofisial  notiee  to  the  prerfdent  of 
Texae  to  eppoint  oonuniMioaerBy  wbo  m  eoi^vBeiieiii  with 
these  ckomnL  by  the  ihrmer,  tineie  to  eetaMiflk  the  annia- 
tioe  aoootdviy  to  &e  niage  and  praetioe  of  war.  Tke 
latter  maa  inTited  to  aead  duly  accredited  agents  to  the 
9i^tal,  witti  ftiU  powera  to  negotiate  a  permanent  treaty, 
npon  the  baile  of  certain  proposltionB  whieh  had  been 
rafannttad  to  the  EaceoatlTe  of  Mexico^  gnaraateeiiig  to 
them. a  safh-eondnety  wldle  eomiag,  8ta3fing,  and  returning 
en  tlMir  mindon.  WoU  wae,  howeyer,  ntthe  same  time 
eadsred  to  continiie  hie  warlike  preparationB  fer  a  descent 
npon  Texaa,  in  case  the  treaty  ahotdd  not  be  conBomma* 
Ud  between  tiie  countries,  lliere  was^  at  this  criBis,  a 
strong  party  in  Texas  who  were  opposed  to  the  annexatloB 
of  Ihat  State  to  &e  American  conlS^deracy,  (a  meaBiae 
tlien  a^tated  by  tlie  people  of  both  republics,)  who  were 
snspeoted  of  favoring  the  vieWB  o(  England. 

Against  this  union  Mexico  strongly  protested  both  to 
the  American  envoy,  and  through  her  own  nunister  resid- 
ing at  &e  ei^ital  of  the  United  States.*  Dedaring  tiint 
11m  Mexican  geveminent  would  consider  an  aet  tw  the 
incorporation  of  her  former  province  into  flte  territory 
sf  the  latter,  as  equivalrat  to  a  proclamation  of  war 
ngaiuBt  her,  and  that  she  was  ready  to  resist  the  aggres- 
eion  by  iotce  of  arms,  leaving  the  civilised  world  to  judge 
^  the  justice  of  her  cause.  In  her  eagerness  to  prevent 
the  detested  alliance,  Mexico,  far  the  first  time,  consented 
ts  accept  the  ofer  of  mediation,  made  by  the  Britidi 
envoy^  and  condescended  to  treat  with  her  revolted  depart- 
meat    The  oppertunity  was  embraced  without  hesitatton 
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1k0  dutt^y  and  wai  reaif  to  obey  kw  dUiiatioii  in  Uub  aa 
waH  a*  odMT  matlcn  afiaetiiig  tke  vital  intemte  of  kia 
eaaatiy.  Hm  aolioitade  evinoad  Jbgr  Eaglaad  for  the  set* 
flement  ei  Ilia-  difieoltie*  batweea  Ae  bdUgeieiift  atataa^ 
wtm  attrfbatedto  tha  dettia  whMi  kaa  latafy  bean  axkib^ 
iled  by  fha  govemiDeat  of  that  ooufitry  for  tha  abolitaaft 
af  nagia  alaireiy,  of  whidi  eanca,  to  bar  hoBor  be  it  aaidf 
Ab  ia  dM  aUe  ckamiMMm.  Tlie  beat  aaawar  to  this  ehafga 
wm  be  feoAdin  iha  dac^mtiaii  of  her  Becratary  rf  8tata» 
ai  tiia  dose  of  lUa  worit.* 

Tha  forlneqpal  olgaot  ^rhirib  Marioo  had  ia  view  fai 
OBttaoitiag  to  treat  with  Taxaa,  waa  to  pfevent  the  laMa 
from  being  abeoibed  into  the  northerm  oonfederac^,  to  0«a» 
oaad  in  fliia  she  traa  -willing  even  to  saoriflae  her  over* 
i*^aening  foelingi  af  fNride ;  aottainad  and  anoovaged  by 
flie  diplomatio  ageaito  of  England  and  FraneOy  who  did 
not  ooncaal  'dieir  aaimoriity  to  the  aanexadon  moveiaaat) 
the  reapeetiva  eommiMoneni  aamestiy  eadeaverad  to 
efaat  a  noosailialion.  Bnt  theve  were  too  iBany  antago* 
Biaing  principlea  in  aetion,  too  many  pr^ndieeB  to  be  oon« 
^pmred  by  ^tiust  party,  to  admit  of  a  hasty  padfioatioii, 
hawevaa  devoutly  deiired.  The  negotiation  pragresaad 
dowly,  and  finally  terminated  without  ha;ving  settled  A 
MUf^  point  in  diapote  between  the  hoetHe  nalioaa.  It 
haa  been  aaid,  by  Ugh  antfaorttyy  that  this  eomplaisanea 
towards  Texas,  was  only  a  device  of  Santa  Anim  t^ 
relieve  him  from  the  diffievtey  in  whieh  be  had  involved 
himself  by  his  threats  and  promises  of  reoonqueriag  tha 
laritmy  beyond  tha  Bio  Grandest    that  personage  hav* 

*  See  Appendix,  XI. 

In  the  House  of  Lords,  6n  the  18th  of  Aog^ast,  1^3,  in  reply  to  an 
failerrogfttory  from  Lord  Brongfaam,  eoneerning  the  aholition  of  sYavery 
ia  Texisi  the  Biri  of  Aberdeea  said,  tet  tfie  g^vsmnent  wonld  not  All 
la  «fge  the  SMtter  hy  negotiatloii,  and  by  all  otiier  meaaa  in  its  powerb 

t  Dispatehea  fiem-  the  Anniiliaa  Lagadsn  at  Mexico,  Sd  Febraaiy, 
1844,  General  Tbompaoa  to  Mr.  Upahnr. 
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lag  been  fwved,  agauuit  hia  fcietter  judgiaeiit,  to  ooaftte- 
nance  tlie  preparatkMifl  wUeh  mere  than  oaee  had  bean 
eomoieiified  for  that  oUmerical  eaterpvue;  the  Mexieaii 
chief  having  no  deaire  to  see  the  grim  viaages  of  bm  Te»- 
oaos,  mdeaa  they  were  loaded  with  gyve  and  chain,  and 
Woken  in  apiiit,  conqpeUed  to  toil  upon  the  roada  of  the 
great  »paUic,  of  ixdukdi  he  was  now,  tfanoka  to  their 
mercy,  the  anpreme  head  1  Certainly  he  aheold  keep  am 
ever-bming  li|^  before  die  shrine  of  his  patron  aaint^ 
the  good  Sen  Antonio,  who  has  granted  him  ao  many 
favors,  not  the  least  of  which  has  been  that  of  seeii^ 
his  enemies  reduced  to  so  miaerable  a  eoaditlon  that  to 
alay  them  would  have  been  an  act  of  clemency;  death 
being  prelernble  to  slav«(y« 

On  the  8d  of  November,  1848,  General  Joan  AlmotttOt 
the  minister  representing  the  aouthem  confederacy,  ad« 
dressed  a  communication  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  demanding  upon  the  pact  of  hia  republic,  an  ez'* 
planatioa  in  regard  to  the  proposed  aanexatian  of  Texan 
to  the  former,  against  which  he  entered  his  sotenui  preteeti 
reiterattng  the  declaration  of  Den  Jose  Maria  de  Boeaae* 
gra,  that  his  nation  would  deem  it  an  infiraction  ef  exiBt*> 
Ing  treaties,  and  equivalent  to  the  announcement  of 
hostilities.*    These  remonstranoes  passed  unheeded. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1844,  the  Congress  elected 
ud^  the  new  constitution  assembled  ^  at  the  national 
palace,  amid  the  rejoicings  of  the  pec^le,  who  hailed  the 
event  with  all  the  usual  demonstrations  ef  popular  satL^ 
faction.  The  chambers  were  opened  by  General  Canaline^ 
who  portrayed  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  country  in 
glowing  colors,  asserting  that  t]ie  mining,  agricultural,  and 
manufacturing  interests  of  ijie  republic  were  in  the  most 
flourishing  state ;  that  the  people  were  in  the  full  eiyoy- 
ment  of  civil  liberty,  contented  and  happy,  and  that  the 
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Mirett  way  of  keeping  them  so  was  to  protect  their  rights 
and  foster  their  industiyy  by  maintaining  the  tariff  then 
in  snccessfal  operationi  so  diat  foreign  nations  conld  not 
compete  with  them. 

In  his  reply  to  this  harangue,  the  president  of  the 
Senate  had  the  boldness  to  deny  the  assertions  and  pos- 
tolates  of  Caaalizo;  exhibiting  the  affairs  of  the  nation 
in  Iheir  troe  lig^t,  he  ]Hroceeded  to  prove  that  while  the 
national  debt  had  increased  to  ninety  millions,  the  rere- 
nnes  had  been  diminishing,  and  were  inadequate  to  meet 
the  expenditures  of  the  government.  Ccmimerce,  he  con- 
tinued, had  been  paralyzed  by  prohibitcnry  tariffs,  and  the 
mines  had  passed  into  the  hands  of  foreign  capitalists ; 
agriculture  languished,  while  manufactures  had  grown 
into  monopolies,  which,  becoming  ravenous  with  that 
which  they  fed  upon,  still  demanded  protection.  These 
bold  strictures  upon  the  policy  of  the  administration^ 
though  received  in  silence,  were  not  lost  upon  the  assem- 
bly; and  when  the  Senor  Xiraienes  resxmied  his  seat,  and 
the  house  a^oumed,  the  members  departed  thoughtfully. 
Santa  Anna  had  already  fallen  considerably  in  their 
estimation. 

The  3d  of  January  was  ushered  in  amid  the  thunder 
of  cannon,  the  enlivening  strains  of  martial  music,  and 
the  shouts  of  the  populace,  who  were  eager  to  witness 
tike  installation  of  the  president  elect;  five  thousand  of 
the  best  equipped  and  disciplined  troops  in  Mexico  were 
drawn  up  in  the  great  square,  where  Santa  Anna  was 
inaugurated  (by  proxy*)  as  chief  magistrate  of  the  re- 
public. A  dignity  he  was  not  destined  to  hold  very  long 
before  it  was  stripped  from  him  by  the  rude  hand  of  suc- 
cessftd  rebellion,  which  in  its  turn  was  hurled  from  its 
seat  by  ruffian  violence,  which  fell  exhausted  in  the  effort 
to  quell  the  storm  which  had  b<Nme  it  into  power  I 

*  Geasnl  Ctuliso  aeting  ss  kis  lepKSsntattte. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

FiVAHcuii  dijffimlties  of  Mexico— The  amount  of  the  National  Debt-— 
ReTenues  of  the  Repablic-— Expenses  of  the  Goyernment — The 
cost  of  the  Army— Mexican  Navy— Santa  Anna's  penonal  Popn- 
faffity^IIki  Le^f — Commencement  of  Difficulties  with  the  United 
Stttes^Hislory  of  the  Anwxation  MoremeBt— Medialaen  ef  £a* 
fc^peaa  Powsn<— Mexkan  aggiesstons  upon  the  CjMnmeree  and 
Citiiens  o£  the  United  States— Treaty  of  1831— Its  Violation— 
Forbearance  of  tiie  American  GoTemment— Convention  for  the  ad- 
justment of  ClaimSf  1839  —  Indemnity  Allowed— -Renewal  of  the 
AmiexatioB  Question— Mr.  Calhoun— Sam  Houston. 

Tbb  eoiultticii  €f  liexioo  at  this  period  was  one  cf 
peeidiar  cKiScidtyy  and  was  oaknlatod  to  awaken  aot  only 
the  flympathiee  of  her  own  aensy  bat  of  all  those  who 
enteitaiBed  friendly  feelinga  towaid  her.  The  reddaw 
adimniiftration  of  Bnstamente  and  hb  party  had  almodit 
deepofled  her  of  the  means  of  national  existence;  and 
ahhongfa  Sania  Anna  had,  by  a  Tigorons  effort,  repaind 
some  of  the  breaches  misnile  had  made  in  the  pnfalie 
credit,  it  still  trembled  beneath  the  aocnmalated  load  of 
fetcign  and  domestic  debt  the  former  had  heaped  tqpen 
het.  U  was  ascertained  upon  examination  at  the  begin- 
Iring  af  1M4,  that  the  fiaaMial  respcnsibtlities  of  tke 
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central  goYemment  amounted  to  nearly  one  hundred 
miUiona  of  dollars,  not  more  than  one-fourdi  of  which 
waa  owing  to  persons  residing  in  the  country;  sixty 
millions  were  due  to  En^ish  creditors,  who  were  to  be 
paid  an  annual  interest,  drawn  from  the  diminished  leve- 
nues,  leaving  to  the  state  scarcely  enon^  to  maintain 
itself. 

These  reyenues  were  derived  from  the  duties  upon  in- 
ternal and  external  commerce,  direct  taxation,  mines,  and 
forced  contributioas ;  fr«m  datiss  npcm  stamped  paper, 
playing  cards,  pulque,  and  various  olher  articles.  The 
tobacco  monopoly  yielded  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
annu^y;  lotteries  and  cockpits  were  also  taxed,  and  the 
incomes  and  property  of  the  opulent,  as  well  as  the  scan^ 
proceeds  which  blessed  the  toil  of  the  poor  Indian,  who, 
seated  in  the  great  square,  patiently  awaited  the  moment 
when  he  could  dispose  of  his  store,  brought  many  a  weaiy 
league  from  his  mountain  home.  The  aggnegate  revenue 
maybe  safely  estimated,  at  this  period,  at  abo«t  twenty  mil- 
lions ;  at  present,  it  is  much  less,  llie  expenses  of  4he  go- 
vernment exceeded  this  sum ;  the  hospitals,  fortresses,  and 
army,  costing  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  it,  the  latter,  in 
time  of  peace,  absorbing  from  seven  to  ten  millions  of  the 
public  fimds.  The  Mexican  navy,  consisting  of  two  expen- 
sive steamers  and  nine  brigs  and  scihooneps,  also  helped  to 
in<nrease  the  difficollies  arising  from  the  want  of  money; 
and  served  no  other  purpose  than  td  display  die  SMy  «f 
maintaining  a  small  fleet  to  guard  a  coast  atretaUag  ftv« 
Aousand  miles  upon  the  Paoiftc  Ocean,  and  two  tkoosand 
ftve  hundred  upon  the  Gulf.  Tempestuous  seas,  shallow 
iraiter,  the  vomito,  and  violent  winds,  formed  j^  bettw  pn>- 
teeti<m  against  the  approach  of  a  hostile  squadron. 

Undismayed  by  the  sad  state  of  affairs  existing  in  the 
lepnbBc,  Santa  Anna  gallantly  resolved  to  bear  up  iHidar 
die  evils  which  beset  his  administration ;  and,  relying  upe* 
kb  destiny,  endeavor  to  suhoui  to  Aat  vAdch  he  cenld 
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QTemoaoM.  He  therefore  applied  ell  hb  energies  to  tiie 
felfiUiiwiit  of  the  oneroue  diitiee  of  bis  etatioii,  ead  niliaf 
the  natlan  with  en  absdnte  wtU;  he  certainly  laainiained 
hie  peekion  in  the  midflts  of  diffienlties  wfaidi  would  have 
overwhelmed  a  feeUer  intdlect.  Hie  troA  io,  that  Ihis 
oinyohur  personage,  thoogh  his  fi»iUe  is  to  parade  at  the 
head  of  his  army,  is  a  much  abler  statesman  Ihan  he  is  a 
warrior — a  greater  dipUxnatiBft  than  a  general ;  but^  like 
all  men  ef  uttqnestaeneUe  talents,  he  wenld  shine  in  tmf 
oapadty  in  whieh  fate  had  placed  him.  To  do  justice  te 
his  chameter,  we  must  regard  htm  as  semdhmg  better 
than  the  mere  brigand  he  has  so  often  appeared.  The 
persimal  popularity  ef  Santa  Anna  was  doobtless  of 
fireai  service  to  him  while  at  the  head  of  aiairs,  and  enr 
abled  him  to  resist  the  efforts  of  his  enemies,  who  q^^esed 
his  iron  role.  So  great.was  this  devotion  to  his  person, 
tiiat  the  leg  he  had  lost  at  Vera  Gnu  had  been  boiied 
with  pompous  ceremonies  in  the  cemetery  of  SantaPanla^ 
In  the  environs  of  the  capital,  where  a  magnificent  monu- 
ment, surmounted  by  the  national  insignia  imnounced  to 
the  world,  the  solemn  &ct,  that  the  sinister  extremity  of 
Gen^^  Santa  Anna  reposed  below.  A  rare  example  of 
the  gratitude  of  republics  I 

The  great  question  whidi  demanded  the  attention  of 
the  governm^it  at  the  beginning  of  1844,  was  that  arising 
from  the  policy  pursued  1^  the  United  States  toward  the 
oountiy  north  of  Ibe  Rio  Grande.  Notwithstanding  dM 
remonstrances  of  the  Mexican  ministers  against  the  an* 
nexation  movement,  the  former  continued  to  agitate  the 
sul^ect,  regardless  of  the  threats  or  protests  of  the  latter ; 
and  it  required  no  great  {nescience  to  perceive  the  issue 
of  the  negotiations  then  pending  between  Texas  and  the 
authorities  at  Washington.  The  failure  of  the  commis- 
sieners  to  a4just  the  difficulties  existing  since  1886,  hadt 
of  course,  rendered  the  prospect  of  a  reconciliation  still 
more  doubtful;    and  Mexico  and  her  former  provinoe 
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resumed  tke  hostile  attitode  they  ooeapted  previous  to  tfie 
armistioe,  and  the  war  would  have  been  renewed  if  the 
Mextoan  exchequer  had  not  been  exhausted  at  this  <arisis. 
As  it  was,  Santa  Anna  declared  his  determination  of 
]daciag  himself  at  the  head  of  his  ccrfumna,  and  of  mardi* 
ittg  into  Texas,  where  he  anticipated  an  oasy  victoiy  over 
the  ewemies  of  the  repuUic.  When  lie  uttered  ^se  senti* 
ments,  the  president  wdtt  knerw  diat  he  eonld  not  suppoK 
asi  invading  amy  six  wedtt,  even  if  he  ooold  muster  sudi 
a  Coree,  \i^ch  waa  extremely  doubtful ;  his  veterans  etifi 
remembered  San  Jacinto,  and  the  long  march  from  the' 
Brazos  to  Matamoras.  His  declarations  on  this  sul^eet 
were  a  mere  nue  de  guirre,  to  blind  the  nation  as  to  Us 
real  intentions,  and  to  cause  them  to  submit  quietly  to  tiM 
impoets  he  was  about  to  levy,  undo*  the  pretext  of  re* 
sulijugating  Texas, — a  eonsnmmaition  ardently  desired  by 
every  Mexican  in  the  land,  but  which  no  man  was  so  well 
eonvineed  of  its  utter  impossiblity  as  Santa  Anna  himself. 
'  On  the  4th  day  of  August,  1887,  soon  after  she  had 
tMchieved  her  independence,  Texas  had  sulmiitted  a  pro-^ 
position  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  tor  the 
annexation  of  her  territoiy  to  the  norAem  eonfbd«raqr--* 
urging  the  measure  as  one  calculated  to  promote  the  inte- 
rests of  both  parties,  in  an  immeasurable  degree.  Presi- 
dent Van  Buren,  however,  declined  to  aocept  of  tiiese 
termi,  for  several  cogent  reasons;  asserting,  that  so  long 
as  Texas  was  at  war  with  Mexico,  and  the  United  States 
remained  at  peace  with  her,  die  proposition  of  annexation 
necessarily  involved  the  question  of  war  witii  that  power; 
a  contingency  to  be  deprecated,  as  the  States  were  bound 
to  the  former  by  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  which 
should  be  scrupulously  maintained  on  their  part,  so  long 
as  its  stipulations  were  adhered  to  by  the  Mexican  autho- 
rities.* Moreov^,  it  was  said,  that  the  United  States 
II  ■- ■  ■  '  ■    ■      I     ■       I  II 

*  State  Papers. — ^Hon.  John  Forsyth's  Correspondeiice  with  Geosftl 
Hemncan  Hunt,  ^e  Texan  envoy. ' 
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mil^t  jmtly  be  Btupeoted  of  a  disregaid  of  the  fiiendly 
porpoees  of  the  compact,  if  the  overtures  of  Texas  were 
even  to  be  reserved  for  future  eoosiderationy  as  this  would 
imply  &  dispositioii  to  espouse  the  quarrel  with  MexicOi — 
a  disposition  at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  Ihe  treaty,  and 
the  uniform  policy  and  obvious  welfare  of  the  United 
States.*  The  Fkwsident  even  doubted  th^eonstitutionalily 
of  annexing  a  foreign  independent  state  to  the  confederacy; 
under  all  circumstances,  he  deemed  it  inexpefient  at  that 
period  to  agitate  die  measure. 

The  refbsal  of  Afr.  Van  Buren  to  accept  the  proffer  of 
Ihe  Texan  envoy,  compelled  his  government  to  look  else- 
where for  that  aid  and  protection  hear  condition  demanded, 
and  to  form  such  an  alliance  which  would  best  conduce  to 
the  increase  of  her  wealth,  populaticm,  and  national  great- 
ness. On  the  14th  of  November,  1640,  a  convention  was 
concluded  between  England  and  Texas,  in  which  the  for* 
mer  agreed  to  offer  her  mediation  for  the  adjustment  of 
the  difficulties  existing  with  Mexico.  The  British  envoy, 
in  pursuance  of  this  agreement,  tendered  the  mediation  of 
his  government,  which  was  tmhesitatingly  declined  by 
Santa  Axma,  who  would  not  have  dared  to  entertain  a  pro- 
position of  peace  with  Texas,  upon  any  terms  save  those 
based  upon  the  relinquishment  of  her  rights  as  a  sovereign 
independent  state,  and  her  return  into  the  bosom  of  the- 
Mexican  republic.  Had  he  consented  to  the  solicitations 
of  England,  and  acknowledged  the  independence  of  Texas^ 
he  would  have  been  degraded  from  his  high  estate,  and  his 
name  would  have  been  execrated  through  all  time  by  his 
fierce,  jealous,  and  vindictive  countrymen ;  who,  blinded 
by  pride  and  ignorance,  imagined  themselves  a  very  pow- 
erful nation  I 

In  1842,  Texas  applied  to  the  governments  of  Great 
Britain,  IVance,  and  the  United  States,  requesting  their 
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joint  inteiposition  for  the  settlement  of  the  qneetionB  at 
ifwtte  between  herself  and  Mexico.  The  two  latter  readily 
acceded  to  this  mode  of  associating  tfadur  inflnenoe,  but  the 
former  power  declined  to  onite  widi  them,  qualifying  her 
refusal,  however,  by  suggesting  that  each  of  the  three  might 
act  separately  in  behalf  of  Texas.  Santa  Anna  refused  to 
listen  to  the  remonstrances  of  the  representatives  of  the 
enlightened  governments  above  menticwted,*  and  it  was 
not  until  1848,  that  the  President  of  Mexico  consented  to 
a  suspension  of  hostilities ;  which  tenninated  as  related  in 
the  preceding  chapter.  The  perverse  obstina^^  of  Mexico 
in  rejecting  the  solicitations  of  other  nations,  who  had  re- 
oognized  the  independence  of  the  territory  north  of  the  Rio 
Gbrande,  was  not  to  be  extenuated,  inasmuch  as  she  herself 
was  indebted  to  those  very  states  for  the  position  she 
occupied  as  a  sovereign  power.  The  citizens  of  the  Ameri- 
can  republic  had  not  only  furnished  her,  during  her  struggle 
with  Spain,  with  men,  money,  and  munitions  of  war,  but 
had  been  the  first  to  welcome  her  into  the  family  of  na* 
tions ;  whose  alliance  she  has  disgraced,  by  her  wanton 
and  licentious  career,  prostituting  the  gifts,  nature  and 
circumstance  have  lavished  upon  her,  in  the  prosecution 
of  a  policy  at  once  unjust,  selfish,  and  ignoble.  No  sooner 
had  she  thrown  off  the  fetters  which  had  bound  her  to 
Spain,  than  she  turned  like  a  fugitive  convict  upon  the 
people  who  had  succored  her,  and  commenced  the  system 
of  spoliation  and  insult  which  she  has  since  maintained 
until  a  very  recent  period;  violating  treaties,  trampling 
upon  the  rights  of  American  citizens,  and  setting  at  nought 
every  principle  of  international  law. 

Merchants  in  the  pursuit  of  lawful  commerce,  who 
sought  the  shores  of  Mexico,  were  robbed  of  their  property, 
their  vessels  were  seized,  their  cargoes  confiscated,  and  if 

*  Corretpondenoe  between  the  Texan  envoys  and  J.  C.  Calhoun, 
Secretary  of  State,  May  15, 1844, 
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resielanoe  vnm  made  agaihit  diese  otitrageB,  the  orew«  and 
ownen  iirare  oast  into  priflon  among  the  vilest  feloiis, 
\9here,  devocmd  by  vermiti  and  filth,  Uiey  remained  untill 
released  by  some  fortuiate  accident.  Scores  of  examples 
might  be  dted  in  proof  of  the  above  statement*  On  the 
5th  of  April,  1^1,  a  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navi-  \  y 
gation,  was  signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  northern 
and  soathem  confederacies,  the  first  article  of  which  de- 
clares: ^Tliat  there  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  nni- 
versal  peace,  and  a  true  and  sincere  friendship,  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United  Mexican 
States  in  all  ihe  extent  of  their  possessio|is  and  territories, 
and  between  their  people  and  citizens,  respectively,  with-  . 
out  distinction  of  persons  or  places." 

For  a  brief  period  the  authorities  of  Mexico  fulfilled 
llie  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  but  the  loose  morality  en- 
gendered by  the  civil  wars  which  soon  after  distracted  the 
country,  re-awakened  the  spirit  of  oppression^  and  the  old 
system  of  insult  and  iiguiy  was  renewed  with  a  reckless 
disregard  of  every  principle  of  justice.  The  remonstrances 
and  protests  made  by  die  American  envoys  against  these 
outrages,  were  either  replied  to  by  promises  of  redress 
which  were  never  observed,  or  passed  over  in  silent  con- 
tempt. If  the  government  of  Mexico  needed  vessels  for 
the  transportation  of  troops  to  some  revolted  province  on 
the  coast,  its  ofllcers  seized  with  impunity  those  lying  in  the 
harborS)  and  appropriated  them  without  the  least  compunc- 
tion, or  remuneration  to  the  crews  turned  adrift  in  a  strange 
land.  American  citizens  were  murdered  upon  the  highways 
and  in  the  streets  of  the  capital,  and  neither  the  exequator 
of  the  consul  nor  the  commission  of  the  envoy  was  a  sufii- 
cient  protection  against  the  wanton  violence  of  the  people 
of  this  country.  The  broad  seal  of  the  United  States  of 
the  north,  was  scarcely  as  much  respected  as  that  of  the 
Cantons  of  Switzerland,  and  even  the  flag  of  the  confed- 
eracy was  not  free  from  the  insults  heaped  upon  all  that 
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daimed  its  foldi  as  a  defence.*  The  revolutioii  which 
was  80  luooeflsfiilly  achieved  by  the  ooIonistB  beyoad  the 
Rio  Grande,  and  the  abortive  attend  of  Mexioo  to  anni* 
hilate  the  rebeki  enkindled  a  lively  resentment  in  the 
breants  of  not  only  the  Mexican  leaden,  bat  In  the  maseeti 
whose  boastlul  pride  had  been  so  signally  hmnbled  during 
that  brief  bat  sanguinary  conflict ;  and  the  ciy  of  ven- 
geance against  the  Texans,  and  the  whole  An^o- American 
race  re-echoed  throughout  the  land.  The  Mexican  pleni* 
potentiary  at  Washington,  acting  under  orders  from  his 
saperiors,  did  not  hesitate  to  reproach  the  government  of 
the  States  with  being  the  instigators  of  the  revolt  in  Texas ; 
and  after  venting  his  indignation  in  no  yestj  courteous 
language  withdrew  to  his  own  country.  And  yet,  notwith- 
standing these  accumulated  iiyuries,  the  Congress  of  the 
nation,  with  a  forbearance  unusual  under  such  circum- 
stances, refrained  from  adopting  a  hostile  policy  toward  the 
southern  republic,  but  reconunended  that  a  demand  should 
be  made  upon  Mexico  for  the  redress  of  the  manifold 
grievances  sustained  by  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  if  Mexico  refused  to  make  immediate  reparation,  then 
it  was  announced  that  the  American  government  would 
seek  satisfaction  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  or  by  repri- 
sals upon  the  Mexican  marine  .f 

In  the  summer  of  1837,  a  special  envoy  was  sent  to 
the  south,  charged  with  authority  to  demand  redress  for 
the  last  time.  On  the  20th  of  July  this  pers<mage  adr 
dressed  a  formal  communication  to  Bustameate  upon  this 
subject.  Nine  days  elapsed  before  an  answer  was  re- 
turned, at  the  end  of  which  time  the  Mexican  minister 
who  presided  over  the  bureau  of  foreign  affairs  replied, 
that  his  government  was  exceedingly  desirous  to  bring 
the  questions  in  dispute  between  the  two  republics  to  a 

*  Message  of  the  President  of  the  U.  S.  to  Congress,  Febniarf,  1837. 
f  Report  of  the  Committees  onFoieigin  Relattons  to  the  Senste  snd 
Hoose  of  Bepissontstives,  1637« 
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qpeedjr  aad  equitaUe  a^itutmeiit,  and  that  ^  flie 
of  public  rii^t,  tlie  saered  obligationfl  imposed  by  inter- 
natioiial  law,  and  the  religioos  fUth  of  treades,*'  Bhonld 
be  tke  only  guides  wfaick  his  government  would  adopt 
bat  its  oondoet  in  the  settlement  of  the  existing  diffieulties. 
He  also'  added,  that  an  examination  should  be  made  into' 
tiie  causes  of  complaint,  and  the  decision  of  his  govern- 
ment made  known  through  its  envoy  at  Washington. 
Toward  the  close  of  tfiis  year  the  latter  ftmctlonaiy 
ittfi)nned  the  American  Secretary  of  State,  that  out  of  the 
whole  number  of'  cases  of  public  and  personal  wrong 
wMdi  had  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Ihe 
Mexictti  authorities,  but  four  had  been  decided,  one  of 
y/thith  had  been  favorably  disposed  of.*  This  procrasti- 
nating pdioy  was»  under  the  drcnmstances,  an  aggrava- 
tion of  the  injuries  already  received,  and  caused  even  the 
prudent  Executive  of  the  States  to  wince  undor  the  inffic* 
tion.  In  his  message  to  Congress,  December  5th,  1887, 
that  personage  declared  it  his  painftd  duty  to  return  the 
sukjeet  of  the  Mexican  indemnity  to  the  legislative  body, 
to  whom  it  belonged  to  decide  upon  **  the  time,  the  mode, 
and  the  measure  of  redress  **  demanded  by  the  conduct  of 
that  power  toward  the  citizens  and  government  of  this 
countiy. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  if  any  other  nation  upon 
earth  had  acted  in  this  manner  in  its  intercourse  with  this 
confederacy,  an  appeal  would  have  been  made  to  arms, 
and  salisfiiction  would  have  been  sought  at  the  cannon's 
mouth ;  but  the  very  weakness  of  Mexico  was  a  better 
protection  against  the  just  indignation  of  her  sister  re- 
public than  countless  fleets  and  armies.  Neither  the 
people  nor  the  government  were  disposed  to  forfeit  their 
self-respect  by  resorting  to  Ibrce  with  a  neighboring  state, 
while  die  least  hope  of  an  amicaUe  adtjustment  of  the 


•  Mtsstge  cf  Piretldsnt  Van  BiiieB»  Daoimber,  1897. 
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4iffieiiitie8  remained.  Aoooidini^y,  negotbtioii  was  deeooh 
ed  the  beat  pdiey;  aad  while  the  Frenoh  were  eutliiig  the 
Gordian  knot  fay  falowing  up  the  castle  of  San  Jaaa,  and 
thus  obtaining  redress,  the  American  dtphnnailaBt  aC  the 
capital  was  vainly  endeavoring  to  unravel  the  entangled 
web>  hi  which  Mexican  onnning  had  involved  a  simple 
qnestkm  of  right. 

After  a  whole  year  had  been  consiuned  in  dij^matiB 
correspondence,  a  convention  was  signed  by  die  parties 
en  tiie  11th  of  April,  1889,  for  the  settlement  of  claimi 
prefeired  by  citizens  of  the  States  against  Ae  Mexican 
republic.  The  board  of  commissioners  appointed  uader 
the  convention  was  not  organiaed  until  August,  IMO,  nor 
did  they  proceed  to  perform  ^heir  duties  even  then ;  Are 
Mexicans,  whose  otgeet  was  to  gain  tiine,  raising  olgeo* 
tions  at  every  step  of  the  proceedingiB ;  not  a  single  claim 
was  considered  until  the  following  December.  Having 
aftw  miany  delays  arranged  the  preliminaries,  an  umpire 
wae  s^cted  to  decide  all  of  those  cases  upon  which  the 
board  could  not  agree.  During  the  eighteen  meaihs 
ooeupied  by  the  commission  in  the  discharge  of  its  specifie 
duties,  the  claims  submitted  to  its  eonsideration  amounted 
to  the  immense  sum  of  six  millions,  two  hundred  and 
ninety-one  thousand,  six  hundred  and  four  dollars  and 
fifty-eight  cents.  The  magnitude  of  the  indemnity  claim- 
ed shows  to  what  extent  Mexico  had  carried  her  aggres-' 
sions.  Of  the  above  amount,  two  millions,  twenty-six 
thousand,  one  hundred  and  thirty-mne  dollars  and  sixty* 
eight  cents  was  allowed  by  the  board  as  good  and  lawAil 
claims,  which  should  have  been  paid  without  delay,  in 
accordance  with  the  stipulations  of  the  convention;  whioh 
terminated  in  Februaiy,  1842,  before  the  commissio&era 
had  examined  the  whole  number  of  applications  for  re- 
dress presaited  to  them.  At  the  time  when  the  board 
a4joumed,  the  umpire  had  not  rendered  his  decision  upon 
claims  amounting  to  nearfy  one  million  of  dollars,  which 
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had  he^k  passed  by  the  American  officials,  but  had  been 
ot^ected  to  by  those  of  Mexico.  These  were,  in  conse- 
quence, left  undisposed  of,  the>unipire  ceasing  to  exercise 
his  aathority  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  com* 
mission* 

Instead  of  insisting  upon  the  immediate  payment  of  the 
ascertained  debt,  and  compelling  Mexico  to  liquidate  it  as 
IVance  had  done  under  far  less  aggravated  circumstances, 
the  government  d  the  United  States  yielded  to  the  solici* 
tations  of  Mexico^  and  entered  into  a  second  convention 
vidth  her  on  the  d(Hh  of  Januaiy,  1848,  in  which  it  was 
stipulated  that  the  interest  on  the  claims  which  had  been 
awarded,  should  be  paid  on  the  11th  day  of  the  following 
ApriL  The  principal  sum  and  the  interest  diereon  was 
to  be  paid  within  five  years,  in  equal  installments  every 
three  months.  The  southern  republic  did  so  far  comply 
with  the  terms  of  the  last  compact  as  to  pay  the  interest 
due  in  April,  and  three  of  the  twenty  installmentB.  The 
government  of  the  States,  under  the  peculiar  circumstan* 
ces  connected  with  the  installments,  which  were  to  be  paid 
in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1844,  assumed  the  respon- 
sibilities of  Mexieo  and  discharged  them  to  the  claim- 
ants .f  It  was  {wovided  by  the  sixth  article  of  the  agree- 
ment of  January  1848,  that  a  new  arrangement  should  be 
made  for  the  final  adjustment  of  all  those  claims  which 
had  not  been  decided  by  the  joint  commission  of  1889. 
In  aceordance  with  this  provision  a  third  convention  was 
signed  at  the  dty  of  Mexico  on  the  20th  of  November 
1848^  which,  being  submitted  to  the  Senate  of  the  States, 
was  ratified  and  amended.  Anxious  to  avoid  a  settlement 
of  the  indemnity,  Santa  Anna  eageriy  seized  upon  the 
amendments  offered  by  the  Senate  as  a  pretext  for  retard- 
ing the  progress  of  tiie  negotiation,  and  reftised  his  sanc- 


*  Vide  EkeentiTe  message,  December  8,  1846. 

t  Exeeutivs  nesssce,  0eeember  8Ui,  1838.    See  Appendix, 
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tion  to  Ibe  alteratioiiB  which  had  been  made  in  the  origi- 
nal inBtniment;  gaining  l^  this  akiUful  manoBUvre  the  time 
which  was  of  vital  importance  to  him  and  the  administra* 
tion  which  had  commenced  under  the  new  constitution 
based  upon  the  plan  of  Tacubaya. 

The  question  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  in  the  mean- 
time, had  been  gradually  forcing  itself  upon  the  attention 
of  the  authorities  and  people  of  the  States.  The  time  had 
now  arrived  when  that  important  movement  must  be  con- 
summated or  be  forever  rejected;  as  Texas,  it  was  evi- 
dent, must  seek  an  ally  powerful  enough  to  render  her  the 
assistance  her  exhausted  condition  demanded.  She  was 
deeply  involved  in  debt,  and  it  was  imperative  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  extricate  her  from  the  difficulties 
which  threatened  seriously  to  affect  her  prosperity ;  and 
tile  Texans,  with  one  accord,  turned  toward  their  former 
country,  and  again  asked  to  be  admitted  into  the  republic 
under  which  they  had  been  bom,  reared,  and  had  lived 
until  within  a  recent  period.  The  open  and  avowed  ef- 
forts which  the  agents  of  England  and  France  were  then 
making  to  prevent  the  union,  quickened  the  slumbering 
energies  of  the  American  Cabinet,  and  urged  immediate 
action  upon  this  momentous  subject.  On  the  10th  day  of 
October,  1848,  the  Hon.  A.  P.  Upshur,  Secretary  of  State, 
addressed  a  communication  to  the  Texan  envoy,  propo»- 
ing  to  renew  the  negotiations  for  the  annexation  of  the 
territory  north  of  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  northern  confede- 
racy. The  latter  personage  returned  a  favorable  answer 
to  the  proposition,  and  in  a  few  months  the  preliminaries 
were  submitted  to  the  parties  interested. 

President  Tyler  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  move- 
jnent,  and  applied  the  whole  v^ght  of  his^  influence  to 
ibring  it  to  a  successful  issue.  In  his  message  accompany- 
ing the  treaty,  he  said,  that  as  Texas  had  been  recognized 
'by  the  principal  powers  of  the  world  as  an  independent 
sovereign  State,  she  had  an  unquestionable  right  to  dis- 
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pose  of  henelf  a^diethonglitbMt;  &at  the  United  SutM 
wa0  disposed  to  piirsae  a  conciliatory  policy  towaid  Mexi- 
co, being  aotoated  by  no  niyust  spirit  of  aggrandizement, 
but  looking  simply  to  their  own  security  in  extending  the 
limits  of  the  confederacy  toward  the  south-west.  A  treaty 
of  annexation  was  accordingly  drawn  up  and  signed,  April 
13th,  1844,  by  J.  C.  Calhoun,  the  successor  of  the  ill-fated 
Upshur  in  the  department  of  State,  and  Isaac  Van  Zandt, 
and  J.  Kndmsy  Henderson,  ministers  plenipotentiary  on 
Ae  part  of  Texas.  On  the  I9ih  of  the  same  month  the 
Seeretaiy  communicated  the  fact  of  a  treaty  haying  been 
signed  to  the  government  of  Mexico  through  the  indivi- 
dual then  acting  as  diarge,*  Mt.  Calhoun  ei\|<dned  the  lat- 
ter to  give  die  Mexican  government  the  strongest  assu- 
rance that,  in  adopting  this  measure,  the  Stales  were  in- 
fluenced by  no  hostile  or  disrespectful  feelings  toward  the 
authorities  or  people  of  Mexico.  ^'That  the  step  had 
been  forced  on  the  government  of  the  United  Stetes  hd 
selfnlefence,  in  consequence  of  the  policy  adopted  by 
Great  ftitain  in  reference  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
Texas  .f"  The  charge  was  also  requested  to  inform  the 
Mexican  government  that  the  States  had  not  taken  this 
measure  without  a  ^  full  view  of  all  possible  consequen-* 
ces,"  while  at  the  same  time  it  was  fondly  hoped  that  the 
amicable  relations  subsisting  between  the  republics  would 
continue  undisturbed.  That  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Ameri- 
can Executive  to  settle  all  the  questions  which  might  arise 
ftom  this  or  any  other  cause,  in  the  most  liberal  and 
satisfactory  manner.  The  boundary  indemnity,  and  other 
difficulties,  it  was  presumed,  would  be  definitely  arranged  by 
the  minister  who  had  been  lately  appointed  to  the  legation 
at  Mexico. 

Mr.  Calhoun  had  appUed  not  only  his  great  influence^ 
but  every  faculty  of  his  mind,  to  consummate  the  annexa- 

*  Gen.  Thompson  had  retained  home  the  preceding  Msidh, 
f  Tide  the  Secretury^e  eonespondence,  April,  1844. 
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tioii  of  tlie  temtory  west  of  the  Sabtns.  to  tibe  ooantiy 
over  wlioee  oounoik  he  had  bo  h)iig  exercUed  so  poteat 
a  sway ;  and  it  was  owing  to  the  energy  and  abiM^  of 
this  difttingoished  stateaman  that  the  great  question  was 
finally  disposed  of  in  the  way  in  which  it  was.  It  must 
be  confessed,  nevertheless,  that  the  arguments  which  the 
Secretary  Inrought  to  bear  upon  the  snigect  were  all  one-> 
sided,  and  seemed  to  have  been  suggested  by  a  detemi* 
nation  to  preserve,  foster,  and  maintain  the  peeuliav 
invitations  of  the  south,  rather  than  by  a  desire  to  benefit 
the  whole  confederacy.*  Ptishing  the  doctrine  of' stake 
rights  to  extremity,  he  had  circumscribed  his  views,  and 
could  see  no  danger  to  the  republic  which  did  not  ap^ 
pioach  the  frontiers  of  the  slave-holding  portion  of  tha 
Union.  But  the  unquestionable  talents,  spotless  integri^i 
and  the  absence  of  all  intrigue  and  chicanery,  which  has 
ever  distinguished  the  diampion  of  the  south  during  his 
long  public  life,  must  for  ever  command  the  respect  of  Ate 
American  people,  in  spite  of  the  faults  which  have  at 
times  obscured  the  brilliancy  of  his  political  career. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  1844,  President  Tyler  submitted 
the  treaty  of  annexation  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  for  its  approval  and  ratification.  In  his  message 
accompanying  the  instrument,  the  Executive  strongly  ad- 
vocated the  measure  as  one  demanded  by  a  commanding 
necessity,  the  highest  considerations  a[  public  policy,  and 
the  general  good.f  One  of  the  principal  objections  urged 
l^  political  philosophers  against  the  republican  system  of 
government  is,  that  while  it  guarantees  equal  laws  adapt* 
ed  to  the  wants  of  the  people,  encourages  public  spirit, 
lAdustry,  frugality,  and  peace,  its  operations  are  delayed, 
its  p(^cy  disclosed,  and  measures  of  the  most  vita! 
importance  rendered  abortive,  by  the  obligation  of  the 

■  ■         «    -         ■      ■  I     .  ■  ■■  ■  ■  .  .     ,.  I  ■ M 

*  Vide  Mr.  Calhoan's  oonespondenoe  with  the  British  EnToy, 
April,  1844. 

f  Appendixt  ^K^L 
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oaiharities  to  labattt  all  questioui  of  moavent  to  tke  con* 
■idermtioii  of  their  oonstituentB.  The  eonduot  ef  ^  8ea- 
ste  m  legard  to  the  tieaty  of  annexation,  confiniMi  the 
aboTO  menlioaed  laot ;  apid  we  nHiat  adcnowledge  that  ii 
ia  one  of  tbe  few  ImpcrieetioaB  wfaidi,  thank  God».  is 
inherent  in  the  politieal  diepensation  it  is  our  happineae 
to  Hve  nnder.  The  nnion  of  a  foreign^  independent  terri- 
tory to  the  already  wide  extended  domain  of  the  repnblie^ 
waa  a  matter  of  too  much  eooBeqcmice  to  be  aoted  npoii 
witfaemt  great  defiberadoo*  There  was  no  precedent  to 
guide  the  repreaentatiTes  in  the  disposition  of  the  ques- 
tion; and  several  senaton^  doubting  its  eonstitatk»ialit]r» 
vehemently  piotested  against  it  upon  those  grounds,  as* 
serttng  that  there  was  no  parity  between  the  proposed 
asquisition  of  Texas  and  the  annexation  of  Louisiana 
and  Florida,  whkdi  were  dependencies  of  Franoe  and 
Spain,  not  separate  sovereignties.  The  dehberatioiis  of 
the  Senate  were  conducted  in  executive,  or  secret  session; 
yet  there  was  found,  even  in  that  august  assembly,  one 
whose  pnaieat  desire  for  notorie^,  or  the  hope  of  benefit* 
ing  his  party,  led  him  to  violate  the  sacred  ii^junctien  of 
secrecy  impoaed  upon  the  members,  by  suireptitiouriy 
making  known  to  the  public  the  treaty  and  accompany- 
ing documents.*  In  consequence  of  this  disclosure,  it 
became  necessary  to  suhEuit  the  measure  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  people. 

On  the  Wth  of  April,  1844,  Mr.  Crittenden  of  Ksntnoky, 
introduced  a  resolution  for  the  removal  of  the  seal  of  se- 
crecy from  the  treaty  of  annexatum.  TUs  motioo  was 
debated  at  length,  and  after  the  expiration  of  several  days, 
vras  finally  passed  on  the  15th  of  May,  and  read,  as  amend- 
ed, as  follows:  "  Whereas  the  annexation  of  the  republic 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States  is  a  sulgect  of  great  impor- 

*  The  penalty  for  riolstliig  the  ndee  of  the  United  States  Senate 
in  this  particular  ia  expulsion. 
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tance,  upon  iMrluck  the  will  of  the  pei^la  of  this  Union 
ought  to  be  consulted;  and  whereas  the  treaty  for  diat  an* 
nexation  now  before  the  Senatei  is  of  great  nuMnent» 
and  there  is  nothing  in  said  treaty  or  the  documents  ao* 
eonipanying  it,  which  requires  the  fiirther  observance  of 
Becrecy^  and,  resting  as  it  does  upon  its  own  peculiar  dr- 
eumstances,  cannot  be  drawn  into  precedent  for  different 
cases  in  time  to  come;  therefore^  the.  iigunctlon  is  hereby 
removed  flrom  said  treaty,  and  all  documents  and  papers 
in  relation  thereto,  now  belbre  the  Senate."  Thus  was  tiiis 
important  movement  defeated  for  a  time,  to  the  disappoint* 
ment  of  the  administration  and  a  large  p<wtion  of  the 
people,  who  had  lodced  forward  to  its  oonsnmmation,  if 
not  as  a  means  of  extending  the  ^*  area  of  fieedom,**  at 
least  in  the  hope,  that  by  increasing  the  territory  of  the 
republic,  its  resources,  stability,  and  power  would  be  aug- 
mented in  the  same  proportion.  The  Texans  were  deeply 
affected  by  the  rejection  of  their  generous  proposal,  and 
the  party  which  favored  the  schemes  of  England  and 
France  now  raised  its  ^*  diminished  head,"  and  loudly  pro* 
claimed  the  folly  the  people  had  been  guilty  of,  in  refusing 
the  alliance  of  the  European  powers. 

Among  the  most  prominent  members  of  this  faction 
was  the  Executive  of  Texas,  whose  conduct  tiirougfaout  the 
whole  affair  seemed  governed  by  ttie  crafty,  artful  p<riicy 
of  Machiavel,  rather  than  by  tlie  honorable  principles 
which  should  ever  guide  a  republican  magistrate.* 


Logsri, 


CHAPTER   II. 

SATisFAcnoir  of  tfa6  people  of  Mexico  at  the  rejection  of  the  Treaty  of 
Aonexatioii-*  Castle  of  Perote — Deecription  of  that  Fortrese— 
Texan  Prieonera— Honaton'e  Proclamation— -Yaeatan  Indemnity 
—  CoD4ttionof  PolitMlPsrtie8*-Santnianei'e  Expedition  to  To- 
Vaeco — Its  Result  -«•  Barbarity  of  Ampadia — Senor  Rejon  and  the 
American  Enroy-— Santa  Anna's  demand  upon  Congress — The 
fonr  Million  Grant— ReTolt  of  Paredes— Progress  of  the  Reyolu- 
tion— Surrender,  Trial,  and  Banishment  of  Santa  Anna — Intrigues 
of  Foreign  Ministers—  General  Taylor  encamps  at  Corpus  Christi. 

Thb  refaial  of  tfaa  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  sane- 
tion  the  treaty  of  annexation,  rea«8ured  the  Mexican  go- 
vernment, and  softened  the  feelings  of  jealousy  and  hatred, 
which  had  recently  prevailed  against  the  northern  repnUic, 
and  when  Wilson  Shannon,  the  American  minister,  airived 
at  the  capital  soon  after,  he  was  received  in  a  manner, 
which  i^ainly  indicated  the  desire  of  the  authorities  to 
renew  the  friendly  relations  which  had  lately  been  inter- 
rupted. Indeed  it  was  not  Santa  Anna's  policy  to  invohre 
his  country  in  a  war  with  the  States;  he  of  all  men  depre- 
cated sudi  an  event,  knowing  from  actual  obsenration  the 
immense  disparity  between  the  resources  and  power  of  the 
two  coitfederaeies;  mcMreover,  he  had  difficulties  to  con- 
tend with  at  the  very  threshold  of  his  palace,  sufficient  to 
overwhelm  a  maa  of  less  ability.  His  experience  had 
taught  him«  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  sustain 
a  contest  with  the  slightest  hope  of  success  with  the  Tex- 
ansy  much  less  with  the  whole  Anglo-American  race— rich, 

(•17) 
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powerftil,  and  enterprising,  beyond  all  other  nations  of  the 
new  world.  The  American  envoy  was  therefore  a  wel- 
come intruder  upon  the  shores  of  Mexico,  whose  arrival 
was  hailed  by  all  thoughtful  men  as  the  harbinger  of  peace. 
No  sooner,  however,  had  the  questions  at  issue  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  government,  than  the 
old  wounds  were  opened  afresh,  and  it  became  evident  to 
the  most  careless  observer  that  the  matters  in  dispute 
could  scarcely  be  settled  by  Mr.  Shannon  and  the  Senor 
Rejon,  who  had  charge  of  the  bureau  of  foreign  affairB. 
The  termination  of  their  negotiations  will  be  noticed  pre- 
sently. 

At  an  elevation  of  7719  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
in  a  valley  environed  by  steep  and  lofty  mountains,  above 
which  towers  the  snow  crowned  voIeanoofOrizavaf --which 
of  old  shown  star-like  through  the  darkness,  lighting  the 
mariner  on  his  way  and  the  pilgrim  to  his  shrine— stands 
the  town  and  castie  of  Perote,  upon  the  site  of  an  ancient 
Mexican  village. called  by  the  natives  Pinahuisapan.  The 
castle  is  situated  about  a  mile  north-west  of  the  latter,  on 
the  left  of  the  great  road  leading  from  the  city  of  Vera  Cn» 
to  the  capital ;  toward  the  east  rises  a  precipitous  diain  of 
heights,  a  little  more  than  half  a  league  distant,  which 
commands  the  castie,  town,  and  valley.  The  fortress  is  a 
regular  fortification  of  four  bastions  built  of  hard  stone, 
and  is  quadrangular  in  fonn.  The  bastions^  like  those  of 
San  Juan,prqject  from  each  angle,  and  are  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  long  l^  about  sixty  broad. 

The  curtain  connecting  the  bastions  is  thirty  feet  high, 
fourteen  feet  tiiidk  at  the  base,  and  ten  at  the  top.  Hie 
walls  are  surrounded  by  a  ditch  fifky  feet  wide,  and  eight 
or  ten  in  depth.  The  entrance  to  the  castie  is  by  a 
drawbridge  and  gateway  opening  towards  the  east.    The 

*  Oiisava  or  Star  monntaln  is  one  of  the  highest  peaks  in  Mexico,  It 
is  risible  over  land  and  sea  for  a  great  dietaaoe  dorlof  an  eruption* 
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fertreflg  indoves  several  acres  of  ground,  in  the  middle  of 
wliieh  is  placed  the  ooort,  an  acre  in  extent,  environed  by 
two-atory  bnildingB,  which  are  occupied  as  oflScer'g  quar- 
ters, by  the  chapel,  and  commandant's  residence.  Below, 
in  the  same  structure,  is  the  barracks  of  the  garrison, 
store  houses,  armories,  and  stables  :  the  magazines  are  in 
the  bastions.  Along  each  side  of  the  interior  of  the  outer 
walls,  is  a  range  of  cells,  lofty  and  arched,  lighted  above 
the  ponderous  doors  by  grated  windows;  the  floors  are 
composed  of  cement  several  inches  in  depth.  More  -dian 
fifty  pieces  of  cannon  are  mounted  upon  the  wcdls,  and 
command  the  approaches  to  the  stronghold.  The  town  of 
Petote  may  be  r^;arded  as  the  outworiu  of  the  castle,  the 
honsea  being  built  of  stone,  each  one  is  capable  of  being 
converted  into  a  fortress  strong  enough  to  aheA  the  ad- 
vance of  aii  ordinary  force,  if  an  attempt  should  be  made 
to  pass  through  the  narrow  streets,  through  which  lies  tiie 
road  to  the  capital.  The  Texan  prisoners,  who  had  been 
oaptuxed  at  Mer,  had  been  removed  to  this  gloomy  prison 
lor  safe-keeping,  during  the  preceding  year,  where  mana* 
eled  like  convicts,  they  were  forced  to  perform  the  vilest 
drudgery. 

The  treatment  they  had  received,  at  all  times  disgrace^ 
fill  to  humanity,  had  at  length  become  unbearable.  Fed 
upon  diet  such  as  no  one  could  accept  of,  unless  upon  the 
vei^e  of  starvation ;  naked,  devoured  with  vermin,  sick, 
and  in.  chains,  the  brave  survivors  of  the  disastrous  expe* 
dition  had  yet  to  experience  the  most  melancholy  of  all 
feelings,  that  of  being  forsaken  by  their  countrymen  and 
friends.  Shortly  after  they  had  surrendered  to  the  over- 
whelming force  under  Ampudia,  President  Houston  ad- 
dressed a  proclamation  to  the  world  <^  denouncing  the  Mier 
expedition  as  a  lawless  band  of  adventurers,  4insanctioned 
by  the  authorities  of  the  country  whence  they  came,  and 
therefore  unentitled  to  the  consideration  and  protection» 
which  by  civilized  usages,  and  of  right,  belong  to  prisomm 
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of  war."  *  He  had  abo  kept  back  the  moiM^  approprift^ 
ted  by  the  Texu  C^ngreM  for  the  relief  of  the  prisoneniy 
and  had  failed  to  perform  his  daties,  by  negleotiiig  to 
negotiate  for  liieir  release.f 

To  thoae  who  have  penetrated  beneath  the  oourtly 
exteri<Nr  with  which  the  form^  exectttive  of  Texas  clothed 
hiA  slightest  words  an^d  deeds^  the  complaints  of  the  vie*- 
tinis  of  his  policy  will  not  appear  improbaUe.  One  maj 
%ng  oi  that  personage,  that  he  was  never  htmself  save 
when  not  himself,  and  that  the  false  adage  of  in  mis 
varitaSf  in  reference  to  his  case,  ceases  to  be  a  solecism. 

Toward  the  olose  of  the  summer  of  1844  the  miforta* 
nate  prisoners  were  released.  Those  who  had  been 
carried  off  from  Bexar,  by  General  WoU,  in  1843,  had 
been,  after  sixteen  months'  imprisonment,  tumed  adrift^  in 
the  preceding  March,  in  an  enemy's  country,  to  find  their 
way  back  to  their  homes,  which  had  been  rendered  deso* 
late  by  the  fierce  ravages  of  the  maraading  Mexican.} 
The  Convention,  concluded  the  14th  of  December,  1848, 
between  the  Central  Government  and  the  departm«tt  of 
Yucatan,  which  had  guaranteed  to  the  latter  certain  com* 
mercial  privileges,  had  been  openly  violated  upon  several 
occasions  by  the  former^during  the  present  administration ; 
unavoidably  so,  perhaps,  as  the  financial  diffionlttes  of  the 
state  demanded  that  eveiy  nerve  should  be  strained  to 
meet  the  engagements  which  had  been  entered  into  with 
foreign  powers.  The  people  of  the  peninsula  were  not 
disposed  to  sympathize  with  the  supreme  authorities  of 
Mexico,  on  the  contrary  they  seized  the  moment  of 
embarrassment  as  one  propitious  for  obtaining  redress. 


•  Memonal  of  tbe  prisonsn  to  hit  ExetUenoy,  Gharlss  BsnklMsd, 
the  British  anroy  to  Maxioo. 

flbid. 

i  General  Thompson's  exertions  in  hehalf  of  the  captiTe  Texans 
deserves  the  gratitnde  of  every  American,  for  now  they  are  once  mors 
sHtoiiw  of  this  ttepnUie. 


INTRIGI7B8*  OF  FACTICM&  S91 

The  comniBsionerB'  BiuTeira,  de  Leon,  and  Rcjon,  who 
had  been  appointedby  the  provincial  government,  arrivedl 
at  the  capital,  and  oommenced  their  datie«  in  the  month 
of  Jnly,  1844,  at  a  crisifl  wheh  the  aiairs  of  the  republic 
began  to  alctfrn  all  4>ose  who  really  felt  on  interest  in  the 
pireservation  of  the  existing  dynasty. 

The  Yncataneae  had  already  proved  themselves  to  be 
more  than  equal  to  the  onerous  duty  of  governing  them- 
selves, and  had  ^Nrospered  during  the  interval  which  had 
elapsed  between  tfieir  separation  from  the  union  and  the 
ccmvention  ei  1848.  It  was  scarcely  to  be  expected,  there- 
fore, that  the  people  of  that  department  woilild  quietly  sub- 
mit to  the  infrac^on  of  the  treaty  which  Mexico  herself 
had  proposed  in  order  to  rieclaim  her  revolted  province. 
Saata  Anna  recdved  the  commissiotters  coldly,  and  evaded 
their  demands  for  redress  with  the  fufanirable  skill  charac* 
tnristic  of  his  policy.  The  envoys  were,  however,  not  to 
be  deceived  even  by  tiie  crafty  Executive  of  the  most  art- 
ftal  government  in  die  world,  but  isoon  Ascemed  die  inten- 
tions of  the  P^resident  in  delaying  to  adjust  the  claims  of 
Aeir  constitaents.  The  capital  at  this  time  .was  in  a  state 
of  ferment ;  the  adherents  of  Bbstamente  were  intrigur 
ing  for  Us  retom  to  powei^-'the  federalists,  heart-sick  of 
fte  military  despotism  unde^  which  the  nation  groaned, 
were  actively  preparing  to  strike  one  more '  Mow  for  free- 
dom and  the  constitution ;'  another  factfon,headed  by  some 
distinguished  officers  of  tiie  army  and  several  prelates  of 
the  highest  rank  in  th^  Mexican  dilirlh,  despairing  per- 
Itaps  of  ever  seeing  the  counti^  in  a  prosperous  condition 
under  the  republican  system,  were  secretly  but  strenuously 
endeavoring  to  undermine  tiie  present  dynasty  and  to 
erect'  a  monarchical  government  in  its  stead. 

Throwing  themselves  into  the  political  arena  with  the 
alacrity  of  practised  revolutionists,  the  Yucatanese  fanned 
tiie  seditious  fires  which  glowed  in  the  hearts  of  the  mal- 
contents, and  aetnated  by  a  vindictive  desire  to  humble 
»1 


the  hau^Qr  eUef  wlio  Iiad  slighted  their  demaaijsy  ^rragr- 
ed  tiiemflelvet  in  the  raolu  of  Biutameate'B  paitisaius 
who«e  tyranny  had  fint  canned  Ihe  people  of  the  peoin* 
•ola  to  sqparate.fimn  the  republic.  About  thie  period  the 
ieelinge  of  the  ciYiUzed  portion  of  bnmanity  were  i«ain 
outraged  by  one  of  thote  deede  of  helli^i  harbarily  taf 
yfAkkik  Mexico  and  the  cannibals  of  cemote  islands  are 
alike  distinguished.  At  the  dose  of  the  year  1848|  Gene* 
ralSantmanet)  the  governor  of  Tobasco,  headed  an  insur- 
rectionary moveniMKt  against  the  sui^reine  authority,  which 
proving  unsQocessful  he  fled  to  the  Havanna.  Her^  he 
remained  during  the  winter,  bat  was  finally  peremptorily 
ordered  to  leave  that  ei^  by  O'Donnel,  the  Obtain  Geu- 
eral  of  Cuba,  in  Febmary,  1844.  The  exile  retired  to  New 
(Means,  where  he  enlisted  a  motley  crew  of  adventanwi» 
oomposed  of  fVenoh,  Spanish,  and  Gennw  deqperadoi^^ 
who,  at  all  times,  are  to  be. fimnd  wandering  listle«slj 
about  that  great  commercial  emporitun;  where^I  believe,i^ 
is  possiUe  to  fit  out  an  expedition  to  the  realms  of  daric* 
ness.  Procuring  a  vesee^  Santmanet  eoibaiked  wifli 
these  '^oankeiB  of  a  calm  world,  and  a  long  peace"  and 
sailed  for  the  Mexican  coast  in  the  summer  of  1844. 

Arriving  off  the  Bio  Tobaseo,  the  adventurers  already 
conceived  themselves,  in  anticipation,  the  masti^rs  of  the 
capital  of  the  province,  toward  which  they  w^e  rapidily 
advancing,  when  in  atten^ting  to  cross  the  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  the  ship  was  wrecked.  Escaping  a 
watery  grave,  the  par^  experienced  a  woiee  fate  by  fall- 
ing  into  the  hands  of  General  Don  Pedro  da  Ampudia, 
the  commandant  of  the  department,  and  the  sworn  foe  of 
Santmanet.  No  mercy  was  shown  to  the  forlorn  wretch- 
es ;  a  hasty  shriit  and  a  bloody  grave,  were  all  that  was 
vouchsafed  them.  Who  knows  what  great  spirits  may 
have  thus  perished  iqpon  that  obscure  and  distant  strand  ? 
The  leader  of  the  expedition  was  reserved  to  glut  the  eyes 
of  his  vindictive  adversary,  who  could  not  conceal  his  ex- 
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nltatioii  at  die  conditidii  of  ihe  faflea  ehfef.  A  ftrvr  hoan 
befoie  bis  exeeatiott  Sanfmaii^  addresBed  aftwsimfte 
fines  to  liiB  young  wife,  -wfaevein  hin  diaracter  may  be  read 
as  ^in  a  book;''  flteni^Mtimate  General  had  a  warm  heart, 
full  of  noble  impulses,  and  a  courage  Tiriiidi  rose  witli  tl^o 
emergenoy;  qualities  wUdi,  when  vnited,  fonn  tlie  morab 
of  what  we  eti\  heroes.  Tlie  tragedy  at  Tobasco  eloeed 
with  {he  death  of  Santaianet,  whose  head  was  strMEon 
fhmi  his  body  and  hciUdin  cH  by  the  order  of  General  Am* 
pudia;  the  gory  trophy  was  then  placed  npOQ  a  ^cile  aad 
left  to  blacken  in  the  tropical  sun. 

The  administration  of  Santa  Anna,  which  had  flioaa 
the  beginning  been  exceedingly  oppressiTC,  now  became 
potttiTely  tyrannieal.  His  will  was  the  absolule  law  of 
the  landi  over  which  he  ruled  nncontr^ed  by  law  or  eon- 
stitation,  construing  bodi  as  it  suited  his  p<Acy.  Sor- 
rotmded  by  sydiophaats  and  parasites,  the  psesUeat  seem* 
ed  reckless  of  all  conseiqpieaces,  provided  hfai  own  iwrne- 
diafte  wants  were  supplied;  the  revenues  of  die  state 
were  squandered  openfy  by  Ihose  whose  duty  it  was- to 
appropriate  th^n  to  the  maintenaBce  of  the  gtfvemmeat, 
and  tbe  preservation  of  the  national  credit.  The  instaSt- 
meats  on  the  ind^Bsaity  due  to  the  United  States  in  April 
and  July  had  not  been  paid»  altheug^  large  sums  had 
been  extorted  fitMn  the  people  for  that  puipqae ;  fbreed 
loansy  oontiibudons^  and  diieet  taxatioolury  foUowed  each 
other,  and  paralysed  the  industry  of  tiie  nation;  the 
tariif  had  been  raised  to  an  exorhitaat  rate,  aionopfdies 
were  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  even  the  deigy  were 
threatened  willi  lyatiatiQn  at  this  crisis ;  the  naturally 
acute  mind  of  the  Executive  appeared  to  have  lost  its 
balaaoe»  and  ha  mahed  headlong  i^ion  Us  min»  like  the 
bnU  in  thie  an^Ailhealre  apon  the  laaee  of  the  mtOtdore. 
The  earrespcsMlsnee  between  Mr.  Shannon  aad  the  min- 
iater  Bc^,  had  ai  lea^^tih  assumed  a  charaeter  decidedly 
hostile;  the  policy  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the 
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Texas  afatr  was  tbe  sol^eet diitfly  dwelt  upon;  and  it 
must  be  confessed  that  thej  made  Uie  most  of  it,  imder 
the  oireomstances.  Hie  Mexicati  secretary,  reca|Htalatiiig 
tlks  i^jmies  his  govemment  had  Moeived  at  the  hands  of 
her  sister  republici  insolently  assarted  that  the  latter 
had  conspired  to  pb&ndm  tike  former  by  first  sending  co« 
lonists  to  Texas,  then  inciting  them  to  reroh,  and  finally 
consenting  to  admit  them  into  the  eonfedetacy^  To  such 
aeensations  there  was  bnt  one  answer,  and  the  envoy 
soon  foand  himself  involved  in  stdjeets  in  nowise  oen* 
nected  with  the  object  of  his  mission;  his  antagonist 
Mideavcring  to  delay  all  final  action  upon  the  question 
at  issne ;  and  in  this  he  was  eminently  snccessfbl. 

Daring  the  last  year  a  new  and  influential  party  had 
sprang  into  existence,  which  ultimately  became  really  for** 
midable  fit>m  the  material  of  which  it  was  composed 
rattier  than  firom  the  number  of  its  adherents.  This 
faction  was  the  mimarchquutaSf  who  aidvoeated  a  revolu'* 
tion  in  fhvor  of  a  monarchical  government  as  the  one 
best  adi^ted  to  like  condition  of  Mexico.  Sevoral  distin- 
goished  personages  had  arrayed  themselves  in  the  ranks 
of  tbte  party;  among  othem  the  aichbishi^  of  Mexico 
had  pnUidy  announced  his  detennination  to  support 
its  principles,  as  they  were  more  in  acc<»dance  with  those 
^  ttie  Church  than  even  the  rule  of  a  military  republican 
de^t.  The  pvMio  press  of  Europe  cq[iplauded  ttie  efibrts 
of  this  pairicidal  faction,  which  soug^t^  with  sacrilegious 
hands,  to  despoil  die  nation  of  even  the  shadow  of  liber^ 
Santa  Anna  and  his  compeent  had  been  forced  to  yield  to 
them.  The  country  was  in  danger  flnom  the  secret  ma^- 
nations  of  this  party,  which  excited  the  indignation  of 
every  patriot,  while  Santa  Anna  laughed  at  their  attempts 
to  subvert  his  <fynasty  by  means  of  a  hirding  press  and 
a  superannuated  ecdesiastio.  This  feeling  of  security 
caused  him  to  disregard  die  warnings  he  received,  and  to 
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punme  the  tyrahnical  poliejr  kui  admiiUBlratloB  liad  beta 
oharaoteriEed  by  from  the  eoiAmenoeme&t. 

AlthMigh  the  Mexioana  did  not  positively  believe  that 
the  annexation'  queation  would  be  dispoeed  of  withool 
their  oouBent,  Ihey  were  prepared/  in  the  event  of  its 
taking  place,  to  assert  their  daixns  to  the  sovereignty  of 
the  eountry  beyohd  the  Del  Norte.  The  presidial  corps 
on  that  stream  were  strengthened  as  ranch  as  possible ; 
the  garrisons  at  Matammras,  Mier,  and  Monter^  were 
angmentedj  and  eveiy  thing  betAened  that  the  long 
tiireatened  invasion  of  Texas  was  about  to  be  carried 
into  effect.  The  President  of  Itfexieo  addressed  an  urgtot 
appeal  to  tiie  legislative  body  for  an'  ad£tional  appropiia^ 
tion  to  enable  him  to  defeat  the  perfidima  designs  of  the 
States,  hf  reelaiming  by  fbrce  of  arms  the  rebellioiiii 
province.  The  depnties  had  been  so  <rften  solicited  to 
perform  this  very  (faity  diat  dley  had  become  quite  insen^ 
aible  to  the  eloqaent  messages  of  the  E^eenUve,  and 
were,  in  consequence,  not  disposed  to  comply  widi  his 
reqalsttion.  In  no  instance,  of  his  long  political  careoTi 
did  Santa  Anna  ever  fail  in  ci^oling,  or  forcing  Congress 
Into  a  coinpliance  with  his  demands.  By  dint  of  threats, 
promises,  and  bribes,  he  finally  obtained  thdir  reluctant 
consent  to  raise  four  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  prosecuting  the  war.  Thene  was  but  one 
method  by  which  this  sum  Could  be  obtained :  this  was 
by  resorting  to  the  odious  measure  of  fbrced  loans.  Of 
all  tiie  wrongs  of  dominion,  it  is  perhaps  the  greatest  to 
raise  supplier  in  this  manner  for  tiie  support  of  an 
administration,  as  it  is  opposed  to  one  of  the  principal 
objects  for  which  all  governments  are  founded,  ^e 
security  of  the.  property  of  the  people ;  when,  therefore, 
the  Executive  attempted  to  levy  the  money  appropriated 
by  the  representatives,  it  excited  universal  indignation 
throughout  the  republic,  and  in  the  end   caused  the 
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OYeitbroW  of  ilie  obief  wfaoy  in  spite  of  Ihe  mttpmnri  of- 
the  nation,  persisted  in  his  sohemee.  The .  foderalists» 
seudng  the  ttoment  when  the  tide  of  disoentent  was  at 
the  floods  proneunoed  in  favor  of  the  oonstitutioa. 

h  the  latter  part  of  184^  Genial  Paredes,  the 
fomter  firieiid  of  the  President,  issued  a  pronunciamento 
ofaiiiBl  him  at  Gnadalaxara,  dettonneing  him  as  a  tyraotf 
and  an  enemy  to  the  state,  which  had  suffered  ujq>ar- 
nUeled  iiyia]!ie8  during  the  existence  of  his  dynas^« 
The  inmmtooCiimary  movement  so<m  became  fiumidaUe  i 
Bad  in  a  few  weeks  the  departments  of  Jalisco,  Za^t^ 
tooasj  a  poition  of  PneUa,  and  San  Luis  Potosi,  wera 
in  open  revolt*  S^ta  Anna  endeavored  to  stem  the  tor* 
font  which  set  against  him,  but  in  vain ;  hid  good  ibrtima 
had  changed;  his  £ormer  adherents  deserting  him^  BweUed 
the  lanka  of  those  who  exulted  in.  his  apprt^aching  fall; 
^nsands  of  the  disafieoted  flocked  to  the  standard  of 
fihe  rebels,  whose  foroe  was  soon  augmented  to  eight 
thousand  men«  The  j^ovinee  of  Oaxaea,  and  th^  distriat 
of  Aguas  Calientest  became  infected  with  the  revolution'* 
ary  spirit,  and  efven  the  capital  exhibited  the  signs  of  ea 
appioaching  storm*  The  federalists  and  monarchists  bad 
combined  to  undo  him,  and  the  populace  were  easily  exr 
iHted  to  rise  against  cme  who  had  restrained  their  torbo^ 
lent  passions  iqK>n  so  many  occasions.  Levying  a  con* 
tribution  for  tile  support  of  the  army  he  had  mustered  to 
dfrfend  himself,  Sfoita  Anna  left  &e  city  of  Mexico  for  the 
purpose  (9(  quelling  the  revolt,  General  Canalize  acting  as 
preaident  during  Ub  ab^eo/oe.  Retiring  to  Qjieretaro,  he 
put  himself  at. the  hec^l  of  his  troops,  and  prepared  for 
battle ;  -bci  however,  discovered  to.  his  dismay,  that  the 
regiments  upon  whose  arms  he  had  placed  his  last  hopes 
had  been  tampered  with.  Several  officere  deserted  him 
at  this  erisis ;  some  of  these  were  apprehended,  and  ex* 
^Sfpted  as  tri^tors  by  qrdep  of  die  copimander-in-chie^ 


nilOTITWi  OF  MM19L  AHKA. 


wko^  4Mr  hia  foes  adiraiiaed  to  oiedl  bim,  raged  IQce  Ae 
tigier  at  bay.' 

The  fbderal/aroiy  marelied  agaiast  Santa  Aaaa  in  &e 
early  part  of  Deoember^  gaining  aceessions  to  ite  strengtk 
every  koiar,  while  tiie  fbroee  of  the  Preaident  were  as 
rapidly  dimiaiahing.  The  tatler  in  vain  endeavored  to 
araiwt  the  eathiniaBm  of  hie  euUen  soldiery,  who  no 
knger  regarded  him  with  th^  eame  feelinga;  Undev 
these  'cireomstMieeB,  it  became  bat  too  evident  that  he^ 
toaM  eearoely  oonat  npon  a  vlotcfy.  firery  moment  ho 
delayed  to  fi^t  increaeed  the  probaUIity  of  defeat ;  with 
treaehery  in  his  •  campi  and  fonuidaMe  enendea  npon  all 
rides,  his  attnation  became  petthma  in  the  eictremo.  Tbs 
isderal  army  at  length  approached:  ag«fai  Santa- AnnO| 
with  iaeftctaal  rioqnenee,  besought  bis  men  to  fight  for 
their  general,  who  had  so  often  withessed  their  valoK 
His  tfeoops  were  deaf  to  his  iqppeals;  and  when  the 
taemy  opened  his  ftre,  a  few  voBeya  only  were  answered, 
the  army  of  dbo  Pfeeaident  desertmg  him  in  ^  body: 

"Tke  lisdcr  of  ft  bfOlMa  ImmM 
His  stsndMl  faUsn,  bli  honor  lost'* 

Stota  Anna  snrrendenad  himself  a  captive  into  the  handa 
ef  his  bitterest  foea,  who  sent  him  to  the  easde  of  Ferote. 
General  Canalize,  unable  to  hold  the  capital,  was  oUiged 
to  yield  to  the  superiorily  of  the  revohitionista.  During 
the  tunmlts  which  occurred  at  this  eriais,  the  leg  of  Santa 
Anna,  which  had  been  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  Santa 
Paula,  was  dragged  from  its  resting  place,  and  kidded 
by  the  vile  rabble  through  the  streets  of  the  city.  On 
the  7th  of  December^  1944)  Don  Joaquin  do  Henreray 
a  staunch  federalist,  was  appointed  iVesideiit  ad  itUerim 
ef  the  Mexican  republic,  and  waa  Immediately  inaugu- 
rated into  office. 

Immured  in  the  gloomy  fortreaa  within  whose  walla 
had  pined  ao  many  victims  of  hia  vindictive  pohoy,  the 
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fallal  cliief  was  left  in  dreary  wditnde  to  refleot  tqmn  Ui 
past  career.  Unlike  his  compatriot.the  illustriou  VictMia, 
who  had  lately  departed  this  life  full  of  yean  and  renown, 
Santa  Anna  could  find  in  the  pant  ''no  tfweet oblivioua 
antidote"  to  allay  the  pangs  of.  remor^  or  tike  temlde  fean 
of  the  future^  which  racked  his  soul,  and  iBUed  him  widi 
horror.  The  Mexiean  Congress  acting  as  grand  juron, 
proceeded  to  examine  into  the  charges  preferred  against  the 
late  Exeontive,  whose  personal  and  political  enemies  wens 
both  numerooa  and  powerfol,  and  unhesitatingly  demanded 
tiluH  he  should  be  piuiished  as  a  traitor  to .  the  repuUia. 
Those  deputies  who  were  disposed  to  feel  more  merciftil  to^ 
ward  the  oaptivei.were  consljrained  from  a  regard  to  thetr 
own  safety  from  defending  him;  his  sitantion  was  Iherefera 
one  of  extreme  peril,  and  the  aocused  would  assuredly  hava 
beeu  put  to  death,  had  not  the  President,  ad  talmm,  intos 
posed  im  his  behalf.*  Herrera,  in  all  req^ects  diffin^ent 
from  his  predecessor,  was  humane,  honorable,  brave,  and 
generous,  a  great  loyer  of  peace  and  order,  but  somewhat 
vacillating  and  infirm  of  puipose.  Through  the  exertions 
of  the  President,  Santa  Anna's  life  was  spared;  CSongress 
passing  a  deeree  banishing  him  from  the  tenritoiies  of  the 
republic.    The  prisoner  eagerly  accepted  the  terms  npott 


*  SsBta  Abbs,  sddnssed  «  eoaunmiiostioii  torn  Perots,  nboat  ihs  eloss 
of  Jsniiaiy,  1845,  to  thp  Cosgnss,  srgestly  BolicitiDg  tbmt  thsy  would 
grant  him  a  passport  to  leave  the  country,  in  which  case  he  would  pro- 
mise neTer  to  return.  He  also  stated  that  he  was  willing  to  appoint  an 
adminiairador  to  adjust  the  claims  which  might  be  preferred  against  him, 
pledging  his  landed  property  for  the  payment  of  the  same.  This  well- 
timed  proposition  had  nnquestioBably  a  great  influence  upon  the  depu* 
ties  in  their  deliberatioiis»  Hia  eonmunlcstion  was  aeted  upen  by  the 
Chambers  in  secret  session,  on  the  night  of  the  9Sd  of  Januaxy,  and  aftiK 
much  fierce  and  angry  debate  they  finally  decided  to  accede  to  the  wish^ 
of  Herrera,  and  accordingly  passed  the  decree  of  banishment,  Santa 
^nna*8  young  wife,  who  was  scarcely  fifteen  yeairs  of  age,  shared  the 
'gloomy  imprisonment  of  her  spouse  at  Psrote,  and  aeeompanied'him  into 
sxile. 
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which  he  was  lib«rated,  and  retiied  wilh  his  ftmify  and 
ooitB  to  HaTanna,  where»  to  .a«e  hhi  own  ezprenlioQi  k» 
Uvad  in  peace  with  an  easy  conscience,  notwilhstiuading 
that  he  was  forced  to  eat  the  bread  of  exile  wilhont  salt.* 
The  jfederaliBts  having  once  knore  regained  Ae  ascen- 
dmcYf  turned  theur  attention  toward  the  re-estabUshment 
of  the  ancient  order  of  things,  and  tibe  settlement  of  the 
diffieolties  grewiag  out  of  the  Texas  affair.  Thehopee 
which  .had  been  entertained  that  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  woold  reftise  to  confirm  the  treaty  of  annexation,  as 
they  had  done  the  preceding  session,  were  suddenly  pmshed 
by  the  passage  of  the  Joint  resolutions  on  the  1st  day  of 
March,  1846,  which  provided  for  the  admission  of  Texas 
bito  the  confoderacy  upon  certain  preliminary  conditions 
to  which  the  assent  of  the  people  of  that  country  was  de^ 
manded.  The  resolutions  were,  in  substance,  that  Ae 
Congress  of  the  Umted  States  consents  that  the  territory 
rightfully  belonging  to  the  republic  of  Texas  may  be 
Mooted  into  a  new  State  with  a  republican  form  of  govern* 
ment ;  all  questions  of  boundary,  which  may  arise  vritk 
other  powers,  to  be  sutgect  to  acib'ttstment  by  the  general 
government  of  the  Union ;  the  public  lands  of  Texas  to 
be  retained  by  herself,  and  in  no  event  were  her  debts,  lia* 
bilities,  or  responsibilities,  to  become  a  charge  upon  Ae 
govemm^t  of  the  United  States. 

.Four  new  states  of  convenient  sise,  in  addition  to  the 
state  of  Texas,  could  be  subsequently  formed  out  of  her 
torcitory ,  and  be  entitled  to  admission  into  the  confederacy 
by  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  constituftiott. 
It  being  understood  andprovided,  that  aU  sudk  new  states 
situated  north  of  thutf**six  degrees  tiiirty  miimtes  north 
latitude,  commonly  known  as  the  Missouri  comjNromise 
line,  are  to  be  free  states,  where  slavery  cur  involuntary 
servitude  is  prohibited ;  but  those  lying  to  the  southward 

•  Ssats  Anna's  ktter  t»  Gsaaisl  TDTiiri,  FibnHfy,  184S, 


aimeid  paralld  are  to  be  adsiitted  wtth  or  witfiout  tloveiy, 
M  the  peofdeof  the  said  State  may  desire/  To  &eie  re^e* 
lotioiiB  Senator  Walker  ofiered  an  amendment,  providing 
fbr  the  retnm  of  two  r^reeentatiTes  from  the  State  of 
Texas,  and  for  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  llioufland 
dollars  to  defray  the  expenses  of  ndssions  and  negotiations 
relating  to  the  subject  of  annexation  The  resolntioiis 
passed  the  senate  by  a  vote  of  twenty-seven  in  the  atBrm^ 
ative,  twenty-five  members  recording  iheir  opposition  to 
the  measure. 

On  the  6ih  of  March,  Don  Juan  N 'Almonte,  the  Mexi* 
ean  n^iisler  plenipotentiary  isiued  a  formal  protest  in  the 
name  of  his  government  against  the  action  of  Gongress, 
and  demanding  his  credentials  returned  to  Mexico,  filled 
with  indignation  agsdnst  what  he  called  die  perfiJKous 
conduct  of  the  American  nation. 

When  Ae  government  of  Mexico  received  an  official 
itttimation  of  the  passage  of  the  resolutions  authorixing 
the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  States,  the  Secretary 
addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Shannon,  informing  him  thai 
aft^  the  36th  of  March  all  intercourse  must  cease  between 
the  two  republics.  On  the  32d  of  fiie '  same  monfli, 
President  Herrera  sent  forth  a  proclamation,  calling  upon 
the  governors  of  the  difiTerent  departments  to  aid  him  in 
revenging  the  insults  and  encroachments  of  the  United 
States  np<m  the  honor  and  territory  of  the  country.  These 
^ame  governors  had  heard  the  cry  of  '^  wolf "  too  oftep  to 
be  roused  from  their  apathy  by  the  executive  appeal. 
Some  of  them  had  sw^ed  the  same  cri'di-giutn  until 
they  were  hoarse,  and  the  very  name  of  Texas  had  be« 
eome  as  discordant  as  the  note  of  the  ill-omened  bird  of 
nig^t. 

On  the  7th  of  April,  1845,  the  joint  committee  of  both 
branches  of  die  Mexican  Congress,  to  wMch  had  been 
referred  the  Texan  afiair,  reported  a  project  fimr  raising  the 
means  ot  resisting  the  annexation  movement    l%e  legis* 
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Imtoni  vTBBf  nX  this  cneb,  divided  iato  eliqnes  ud  favtkint, 
091^  1^  whioh  wae  bent  upon  »aviiig  the  ^qattBonweaUk 
in  its  own  pecnUar  way.  The  monaichiiit  opposed  the 
nieamres  of  the  federalieti  not  beeanee  they  were  not 
cakalated  to  meet  the  present  exigencieey  but  eimply 
becanee. they  were  advoea^ed  by  theriiral  paity* 

A  few  honest  representatiyeey  who  had  more  jMn&^ 
ism  than  party  npiiit  raised  their  voiee^  in  iavor  of  what 
they  deemed  the  oanse  of  their  eonntry;  but  in  vaia» 
eontention  reigned  in  every  heart,  and  had  the  enemy 
l»een  at  the  gates  of  the  capital,  the  thnader  of  hia  cannon* 
ipight  have  dispersed  the  assembly ,  bnt  it  wooU  scarcely 
have  united  the  factions. 

Determined  to  foil  Ae  designs  of  the  Americans,  at  all 
hasards^  the  government  of  Mexico  readily  entered  into  m 
^onqpira^. formed  by  the  envoys  of  England. and  Franeoi 
and  the  leaders  of  1^  *' foreign  party  "  in  Texas,  to  defeal 
the  annexatien  of  the  latter  country^  by  recognising  hnr 
as  an  independent  power*  Ob  the  S7th  of  March  pieced' 
ing,  Ashbel  Smith,  the  Texan  Seoretaiy  of  State,  had  af- 
ftced  his  seal  to  certain  conditions  ftfeliminaiy  to  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  Mexico,  which  had  been  laid  before  tho 
Mexican  anthoiities  by  the  Baron  AUeye  de  Cyprey  and 
Mr.  Charles  Banhhead.  In  the  treaty,  Texas  bound  hcor^ 
aolf  not  to  annex  her  tendtoiy  to  those  of  any  odMt 
nation,  or  become  sutjeet  to  any  ^tale  whatever,  leaving 
the  disputed  questions  of  boundary,  and  oth«r  matters,  ta 
be  decided  by  arbitration.  Mexico,  on  her  part,  waa  to 
aaknowledge  the  independence  of .  Texas,  and  to  sign  m 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  her  former  provineo. 
On  the  19th  of  May,  Don  Lnis  Gonsaga  Cuevas,  the 
Mexican  Secretary,  aimouneed  the  willingness  of  his 
9»vemment  to  aeoede  to  these  terras,  and  aeeerdini^ 
formally  signed  the  same.  Qflieial  aot&ee  of  this  was 
tramanitted  to  Texas  by  the  nwneh  envoy,  and  on  the  4th 
of  JuM,  Ae  presMkAt  of  tiie  fonMrtsaaed  aproelamalio% 
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^todaiing  4ie  inteUigeiice  ke  had  tiiiui  received,  to  the 
people,  ordering,  at  the  same  time,  a  Btupehflion  of  hoe^ 
tilitieB  upon  the  Boudieni  frontier.  Already  this  alKanee 
of  preenmptaoos  plenipotentiaries  and  fabe  execatives*-> 
for  the  people  of  neither  cocintry  were  disposed  to  settle 
the  affair  thus  ^«*  had  nearly  constunmated  its  pmpose^ 
ivhen  the  hopes  whick  had  been  nomished  were  suddenly 
Masted  by  the  unexpected  nnanimitf  which  ptevailed 
among  iheTexans  upon  the  subject  of  annexation. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  Anson  Jones,  the  IVesident  of 
Texas,  had  called  upon  die  nation  to  elect  sixty-on«  depn* 
ties,  that  a  convention  might  be  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
definitely  deciding  upon  the  resolutions  which  had  passed 
the  American  Congress.  On  the  16<h  of  June  the  Texan 
legislature  met  in  extra  session,  for  the  pixrpose  of  delib^ 
erating  upon  the  great  questions  which  demanded  their 
attention,  and  on  the  18thj  they  almost  unanimously 
passed  a  joint  resolution,  accepting  the  proffered  terms 
for  tiie  union  of  the  two  republics. 

The  p<dicy  pursued  by  the  Texan  Executive  throughout 
tins  affair  was  truly  singular,  and  his  motive  for  negotia* 
ting  with  Mexico  and  the  United  fitates,  at  the  same  mb« 
ment,  upon  the  same  question,  reihains  a  mystery.  We 
can  only  suppose  that  Houston,  who  was  de  fado  the  real 
aetor  in  diis  intrigue,  had  in  some  way  entangled  himself 
with  the  envoys  of  the  European  powers,  and  his  creatures 
Jones  and  Smith,  were  acting  under  the  instruetions  of 
that  personage  in  renewing  the  correspondence  with  Mexi* 
eo.  If,  as  General  Houston  subsequently  declared,  he  watf 
only  ^  coquetdng "  with  the  foreigners,  his  conduct  was 
inexcusable  and  cannot  be  extenuated  by  any  refinement 
of  diplomacy  that  is  based  upon  the  principles  of  trntib 
and  honesty.  When  tibe  action  of  the  government  of 
Texas  in  regard  to  die  annexation  resolutions  became 
known  in  Mexico,  the  Executive  of  that  country  reiterated 
the  detennination  of  tiba  nation  to  attempt  ^  re-sulgafa* 
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tion  of  the  territory  beyond  the  Del  Norte.  The  conven- 
tion  which  had  convened  at  Austin,  in  acc(»rdance  witii 
Breaident  Jones'  proclamation,  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  upon 
the  receipt  of  these  warlike  menaces  .requested  the  go- 
Yemment  of  the  States  to  send  a  competent  military  force 
lor  the  protection  of  the  frontier.  Accordingly  President 
Polk  issued  orders  to  Brigadier  General  SSachary  Taylor, 
tiie  conmiandant  of  the  1st  military  department,  to  advance 
with  the  division  under  hie  command  into  Texas.  General 
Taylor  embarked  at  New  Orleans,  and  landed  at  St.  Jo- 
seph's Islaiid,  with  a  force  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  in  the 
early  part  of  August,  1845;  from  thence  he  reached  the 
mainland  and  encamped  at  Corpus  ChriBti,near  the  mouth 
of  the  Bio  Nueces,  a  sl^ara  which  empties  into  Aransas 
Bay.  This  slender  army,  it  was  preenimed,  would,  in  con- 
junction with  the  militia  of  Texas,  be  sufficient  to  check 
the  march  of  the  Mexicans  should  they  invade  the  country; 
this  was,  however,  intended  more  as  a  corps  of  observation 
than  as  one  of  operation.* 

On  the  13&  of  September,  1845,  die  govenmient  of 
the  States  made  inquiry  through  th^  Consul  residing  at 
Uexieo ;  ^*  whether  the  Mexican  government  would  receive 
an  envoy,  inlmsted  with  fiill  powers  to  a4}ust  all  the  ques-^ 
lions  in  dispute  between  the  two  governments  ?"  On  the 
l&thef  Oetober  an  affirmative  answer  was  returned  by  the 
Secretary  of  Foreign  Relations,  who  at  the  same  time  re* 
qneated  that  the  American  naval  sqwMlron,  then  on  the  Mexi« 
ean  eoast  should  immediately  be  withdrawn.  The  fleet 
was  ordered  off  the  station,  and  on  llie  10th  of  Novembev 
following,  Mr.  John  l^idell  was  i^pointed  minister  plem« 
potentiary  to  the  southern  repuUic,  veeted  with  ample  au« 
Ibority  to  settle  the  vexeii  qoestioBs  of  the  Texas  boundary 
and  indemnification. 
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■ 

Dor  JoAQunr  i»  Hbibera,  the  PreBideHti  ad  wterim,  of 
tiie  flovihem  confcdM^acyy  was  a  raiy  honest  maiit  a  oa- 
eere  patriot,  but  a  bad  adminifitrator*  The  virtaea  wUek 
adorned  his  diancter  bm^  a  man  were,  vndeir  the  peealiai 
ttreQBMtanees  he  was  placed  in,  aa  in||aiy  to  him  as  Ite 
ehief  of  a  torbolent,  unsettled  people^  who  were  moraUj 
incapable  of  discriminating  between  the  good  and  evil 
tendeneies  of  the  present  and  past  adninistrations ;  Ae 
iittereoce  whieh  existed  in  the  mild  policy  of  Hemra,  and 
tike  iron  despotism  of  his  immediate  predeeessor,  instead 
of  rejmeing  die  hearts  of  his  oountrymen,  prodneeda 
feeling  of  an  entirely  opposite  natore.  His  Ioyo  of  peaee» 
which,  like  its  own  snowy  eniUein,  was  an  assurance  of 
safety,  was  contemned  as  timidity,  and  his  cenoUtatsiy 
oonduet  toward  his  rivals,  as  the  canning  manoeuvre  of  a 
feeble  statesman  to  gain  popularity,  by  being  nMroiftd  to 
his  worst  enemies,  when  his  interest  taught  him  to  punish 
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them  with  dda&  or  impmonment.  Bv^oa  the  leaders  of 
the  revoluticm  which  had  placed  him  at  the  head  of  the 
bation  became  diBsatisfied  with  what  they  termed  his 
apathy,  and  turned  their  inflaenoe  against  him.  Paredes, 
Ampodia,  Cnevas,  Tomel,  and  the  other  distingoished 
partisafts,  who  had  once  been  Ids  firiends,  now  deserted 
fauR,  and  obejFing  their  natural  inclinations,  or  yielding  to 
flie  ai^^oments  of  the  enemies  of  die  state,  arrayed  them- 
s^es  in  the  ranks  of  tfie  monarchists,  who,  having  rid 
the  eonntry  of  Santa  Anna,  the  most  formidable  impedi- 
ment which  had  opposed  tlieir  advance  toward  the  con- 
sommation  of  their  iniquitous  schemes,  were  rapidly  con* 
oeiitrating  their .  energies  for  the  fatal  blow  which  they 
hoped  would  forever  crush  the  republican  system^  and 
restore  the  oouttfiry  to  the  Lord's  anointed  I  These  mis- 
ereants,  encouraged  by  Ihe  primate  of  the  Meicican 
Church,  insidiously  undermined  the  supreme  authority, 
and  sowed  with  liberal  hands  the  pernicious  seeds  of 
iiscomteat,  which  they  dreamed  would  grow  into  the 
monstrMw  shape  their  fancies  had  pictured.  The  weak 
point  Ia  Herrera's  policy,  in  the  opmion  of  his  political 
adversaries,  was  his  acknowledged  desire  to  avoid,  if  pos<» 
sibte,  a  ruptise  with  the  United  States.  It  was  against 
this  paeilc  disposition  that  Feuredes  and  his  assodaMi 
caviled;  asserting  that  the  Executive  did  not  intend  to 
avwige  the  wrongs  of  Mexico,  but  to  allow  the  enemy  to 
duHnembor  her  temtory  without  making  an  effort  to  resist 
the  iMUfpaAoQ.  The  machinations  of  one  perfiifious 
ftiend  are  more  to  be  feared  than  a  host  of  open  and 
avowed  enemies,  because  we.  never  feel  the  blow  until 
the  weapon  enters  our  hearts.  Relying  upon  the  friend- 
ship of  Paredes,  the  President  had  giv«i  him  command 
of  the  army  wfaieh  was  cantoned  at  San  Luis  Potosi. 
S^joying  the  confidence  of  the  soldiery,  that  General  suo- 
eeeded  without  difficulty  in  enlisting  them  in  his  designs 
o^dnst  the  government. 
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The  fifianeial  affairs  of  the  republic  kad  not  im* 
proved,  during  the  administratioa  of  Herrwa»  nor  waf 
there  the  slightest  hope  that  this  important  branch  of. 
the  public  service  would  ijnpirove  under  the  exorUtaat 
revenue  system  which  then  existed,  paralyzing  commerce 
without  stimulating  domestic  industry.  In  vain  the  min* 
isters  endeavored  to  extricate  themselves  from  the  diffi- 
culties which,  beset  them  upon  all  sides;  each  day  brought 
with  its  light  some  new  disaster  which  threatened  to  over- 
turn the  existing  dynasty,  and  involve  them  in  its  ruin. 

Such  was  the  condition,  of  things  at  the  capital  of 
Mexico  when  the  American  envoy  appeared,  upon  the 
scene.  Mr.  Slidell  landed  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  30th  of 
November,  1845,  and  was  courteously  received  by  the 
authorities  of  that  city,  and  left  for  the  intoior  with 
every  expectati<m  of  being  able  to  bring  his  important 
and  delicate  mission  to  a  favorable  issue.  But  Provi- 
dence had  ordained  otherwise.  When  he  arrived  at  the 
seat  of  government,  the  plenipotenttaiy  discovered  that 
he  had  come  either  too  soon  or  too  late  to  achieve  his 
purpose.  The  departments  of  the  different  branohes  <^. 
government  were  in  the  utmost  confiision,  and  tlte  Execu- 
tive and  his  cabinet  seemed  like  men  whp  were  acting  in 
obedience  to  some  irresistible  power  against  their  own 
will. 

The  political  opponents  of  Herrera  denounced  him  to 
the  people  as  a  traitor  to  his  country  for  persisting  to  nego- 
tiate with  the  Americans,  whose  troops  they  averred  had 
already  entered  the  territory  of  the  republic,  and  were  then 
encamped  upon  the  fhintiers  preparing  at  ^*  one  fell  swoop" 
to  ravage  and  destroy  the  northern  provinces.  The  army 
under  Faredes,  which  afterwards  refused  to  march  into 
Texas,  echoed  the  denunciatory  cry,  and  it  was  evident 
that  the  administration  was  near  its  end.  Mr.  Slidell, 
however,  presented  his  credentials  to  the  authorities,  who 
if  really-  desirous  of  avoiding  a  collision  with  die  States^ 
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vrme  ofaBg^  to  ooneeal  it.  On  the  Hist  of  D^ceailMv^ 
Den  Mnaoel  de  la  Pena,  the  Secretary  of  State,  tefbrmod 
die  esroy  Ibat  his  government  could  not  receive  him  nlider 
the  ^xbtfaig  cireomrtia&cea;  the  reaMms  asiigned  for  this 
unexpected  refusal,  were  neither  important  nmr  conclusive, 
and  the  act  e^uld  only  be  extenuated  by  the  dangerous 
ipositioii  in  which  the  latter  was  placed.  Paredee  and  hk 
iaetioti  had  pronoanoed  against  tibe  Ftesident,  vriio,  deter- 
«tflted  to  abstain  from  shedding  Uood,  yielded  to  the  de- 
maadsof  thexnilitaiy,  and  resigned  his  office,  aschief  of 
the  republic,  on  the  dOth  of  December,  to  the  great  regret 
sf  tiiat  portkm  of  the  people  tiho  were  <Sapable  of  appro- 
aiadng  his  many  high  and  noble  qualities. 

Parades  was  imfstiediately  called  upon  by  his  partisans 
to  assume  the  vacant  dignity,  he  respond^  by  publishing 
Us  jplsa.  for  the  reorganisation  of  the  government,  and  on 
th^  M  of  January,  1846,  complied  with  &e  dictates  of  his 
ewn  BiMA  ambition,  and  the  desire  of  his  followers,  by 
accepting  the  profiSeired  honor.  A  good  soldier,  and  a  man 
of  no  inconsiderable  talents,  the  new  Executive  was  in 
mast  respects  the  opposite  to  his  predecessor;  having 
reached  the  eminence  upon  which  he  stood  by  the  bayo- 
nets of  his  soldiery  he  detennined  to  maintain  his  position 
by  the  same  means;  and  the  nation  isoon  discovered  that 
if  Ihe  adnn^tration  of  Herreira  had  been  too  weak  and 
inefficient,  Ihat  of  his  successor  was  too  «trong  and  despotic 
to  meet  their  approbation. 

In  tiie  meantime  the  United  States  Senate  had  ratifiedl 
the  annexation  resolutions  on  the  29th  of  December,  1845,. 
and  Texas  was  formally  admitted  into  the  confederacy  as 
one  of  llie  sovereign  states.  After  the  passage  of  this  act 
of  Congress,  it  became  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Ameri- 
can government  to  brings  the  questions  in  dispute  with 
Mexico  to  a  speedy  and  final  a^'ustment.  The  late  revo- 
lution in  that  country  had  entirely  changed  the  aspect  of 
things.  Paredes  had  subverted  the  constitution  and  had 
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astaMished  a  fbrm  of  government  upon  a  mew  aad  wMdj 
dUTeitnit  plan ;  the  refiual  of  Henmra  to  reeeive  lb.  SIUMl 
ooiild  dierefore  hare  no  iiiffaieBoe  in  retardingllie  pregrene 
of  his  nusMon,  if  the  authoritiea  of  Blezico  were  diiqpoeed 
to  negotiate. 

Viewing  the  suftgect  in  thiti  light,  the  IVerident  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  true  spkit  of  a  pacificator,  instnieled 
the  envoy  to  renew  his  application  to  be  received  as  a 
plenipotentiaiy  from  tfie  States.  In  obecfienoe  to  the  or- 
ders of  the  Executive,  Mr.  Sliddl  presented  his  credentials 
and  asked  to  be  formally  recognized  as  a  resident  minister, 
on  the  1st  of  March,  1840,  two  months  having  elapsed 
since  his  former  effMrt  to  obtain  the  same  acknowledg- 
ment from  Herrera.  The  government  of  Mexico  being 
firmly  resolved  to  maintain  what  it  deemed  the  **  me0t 
just  of  causes,  at  all  hazards,  and  not  to  suffinr  the  nataim 
to  be  despoiled  of  its  territories,"  was  actively  engaged  ia 
making  preparations  for  war;  at  the  same  time  being 
desirous  of  preventing  the  efiusion  of  Mexican  blood,  if  it 
could  be  done  consistently  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  repuUic,  and  by  decorous  and  formid  negotiations,  an«- 
nounced  its  willingness,  through  the  Secretary,  CastiUe  y 
Lanzas,  to  hear  what  the  envoy  had  to  communicate.*  Chi 
the  12th  of  Mar<A,  Mr.  ^dell  received  a  reply  to  his  note 
of  the  1st  inst.,  in  which  the  Mexican  minister  denounced 
the  course  pursued  by  the  States,  as  opposed  to  eveiy 
principle  of  truth  and  justice.  "Civilized  nations,'*  said 
he,  ''have  beheld  with  amazement,  at  this  enlightened  and 
refined  epoch,  a  powerful  and  well-consolidated  State, 
availing  herself  of  the  internal  dissensions  of  a  neighboring 
nation,  putting  its  vigilance  to  sleep  by  {HPotestations  of 
friendship,  setting  in  motion  all  manner  of  sjMrings,  traps, 
and  artifices,  alternately  plying  intrigue  and   violence, 


*  Message  of  President  Paredes  to  the  Mexican  Congress,  June  1st, 
1846. 
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MJfring  a  &vorable  moment  to  despoil  her  of  &  precious 
part  ef  her  territory,  regardleaa  of  her  ineoatestable  rig^t 
of  Hie  most .  uiiqtiestittiiable  oion^sft^,  and  Ihe  most 
undiBpated  possetskm.^^  The  Se^sretary,  Lanzas,  closed 
this  insolent  and  mendacious  document  by  peremptorily 
reftisiBg  to  reoeiYe  the  American  envoy  in  any  oihet 
capacity  than  that  of  a  minister  ad  hocy  empowered  to 
treat  of  special  business**  Mr.  Sfidell  immediately  de- 
manded his  passports,  and,  retiring  to  the  city  of  Jalapa, 
remained  th^e  until  hb  departure  from  the  country. 

Hie  government  of  Mexico  was  guilty  of  a  flagrant 
breadi  of  faith  in  reAising  to  recognize  the  envoy,  accord*  \ 

ing  to  Ihe  previous  agreement  of  October,  1845 ;  and  as  it 
was  in  consideration  of  this  engagement  of  his  predeces- 
sor that  Paredes  consented  to  roiew  the  negotiation,t  the 
refusal  of  that  personage  to  fidfill  ihe  promise  of  Herrera 
admits  of  no  palliation;  for  if  the  latter's  official  acts 
were  binding  at  all  xipon  his  successor,  they  were  so  to 
the  utmost  extent.  According  to  his  own  admission,  the 
Executive  of  Mexico  had  no  ri^t  to  rqeet  Slidell  as  a 
resident  minister,  if  he  chose  to  prrf^nr  his  claims  to  that 
responsible  dignity.  The  great  error  in  tlus  affair,  if  there 
was  one,  was  the  persbtenee  of  the  American  goveruf 
ment  in  attempting  to  force  an  envoy  upon  the  govern* 
ment  of  the  southern  republic,  against  its  avowed  incli- 
nation. It  would,  however,  have  ill  become  a  nation  like 
the  United  States  to  have  yielded,  even  in  this  apparently 
unimportant  particular;  had  it  done  so,  Mexico  would 
have  construed  her  condescension  into  timidity — her 
pacific  overtures  into  a  desire  of  avoiding  an  open  rup* 
ture  in  order  to  continue  her  aggressions,  as  Hkst  power 
was  pleased  to  denominate  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.    Those  who  are  familiar  with  the 

•  Vide  the  oofiMpondenee  between  the  Unitedl  States*  If inirter  uid 
the  Mexican  Secretary  of  Foreign  Relations,  March,  184& 
f  Paredes*  Meaaafe  to  Congress. 
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charaot^  of  this  people,  know  that  of  all  others  they  am 
prone  to  •uq;>€ct  the  intentioai  of  Btrangert-^a  moriiid 
feeling  generated  by  the  aaomaloag  oonditiOB  of  their 
eoutttry,  which,  nominally  free,  is  governed  by  spfaitual 
and  temporal  despote,  who  have  destroyed  not  only  their 
eivil  liberty,  but  have  perverted  the  natkmal  mind,  nntil 
all  distinction  between  rig^  and  wrong  seaae  to  have 
been  entirely  obliterated.* 

The  States  were  not  akme  in  having  jnst  caose  of 
quarrel  with  Mexico;  the  State  of  Yuoatan  had  oiever 
been  able  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  the  iiyuriee  her  citi- 
zens had  sustained  from  the  general  government  daring 
Santa  Anna's  administration,  although  her  cstaumssionien 
had  repeatedly  addressed  his  snccesscHrs  in  office  upon  the 
sulyect.  In  the  latter  part  of  January,  the  Secretary 
Lanzas,  received  the  memorial  of  the  envoys  in  a  most 
gracious  manner.  A  correspondence  ensued,  in  which 
Lanzas  promised  redress,  but  failed  to  do  any  thiag;  his 
only  otgeot  being  to  conoiKate  the  deputies,  in  expectati^m 
of  securing  the  assistance  of  Yucatan  in  case  hostilities 
should  break  out  between  Mexico  and  the  northern  con- 
federacy. On  the  7dEi  of  March,  Tbmel,  who  again  pre- 
sided over  the  bureau  of  war  and  marine,  made  a  requisi- 
tion upon  the  peninsula  for  a  division  ci  native  troops  to 
defend  the  castle  and  batteries  of  Vera  Cruz*  This  de- 
mand was  veiy  properly  denied  by  the  provincial  audior- 
ities,  who,  outraged  by  the  presumptuous  ccmduot  of  the 
administration,  firmly  refused  to  take  any  part  in  the 
anticipated  struggle  with  the  States.  Alarmed  at  this 
declaration,  Paredes  dispatdied  a  diplomatic  agent  to 
Merida  with  liberal  offers  of  accommodation ;  the  govern- 
ment of  the  departme^  reiterated  their  determination  to 
— '  '■     ■  ■'■         ■ ■  ■•    ■■■'    ■    ■  II  ■ 

*  In  confinnation  of  this,  the  reader  need  only  examine  the  works 
of  those  whs  hsTs  travslled  in  Ifaueo,  sines  she  has  beooma  aa  ind^ 
pendent  state. 


PA00AGB  OF  THE  COLORADO.  S41 

remain  neutral,  and  the  Mexican  envoy  returned  home 
witibottt  having  effected  the  object  of  his  mission. 

On  tlie  lldi  of  March,  1846,  General  Taylor,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  orderti  of  the  F^resident,  broke  up  his  camp  at 
Corpus  Christi  and  advanced  toward  the  Rio  Grande.  As 
the  troops  under  his  command  had  been  reinforced,  during 
Ae  winter,  by  an  additional  body  of  infantry,  several 
companies  of  artiUeiy,  and  a  division  of  cavalry,  the 
Generfkl  approached  the  Mexican  frontier  with  confidence. 

On  the  19th  the  advanced  guard  of  the  army  encamped 
within  three  miles  of  the  Arroyo  Colorado,  an  extensive 
lagoon  nmning  up  from  the  sea ;  it  is  more  than  ninety 
yafdto  broad,  and  barely  fordable  at  the  point  selected  for 
die  passage  of  the  forces.  A  reconnoitering  party  was 
immedSately  sent  forward  to  examine  the  ford.  A  strong 
body  of  Ranchero  cavalry  were  seen  on  the  opposite  bank, 
who  announced  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the  detach- 
ment that  it  would  be  considered  an  act  of  hostility  should 
the  American  troops  attempt  to  cross  the  water,  and  that 
they  should  be  treated  as  enemies,  if  diey  persisted  in 
doing  so.  On  the  following  morning  General  Taylor  pre- 
pared to  force  a  passage,  should  resistance  be  offered  to 
his  progress.  The  first  brigade  of  infantry  and  the  cavalry 
were  posted  near  the  ford,  while  the  artillery  was  placed 
so  as  to  rake  the  opposite  shore.  The  Mexicans  again 
made  their  appearance,  and  Captain  Mansfield  was  dis- 
patched to  confer  with  their  leader,  who  informed  that 
<^cer  that  he  had  peremptory  orders  to  fire  upon  the  army 
if  an  attempt  was  made  to  cross  the  stream.  The  A^utant 
General  of  the  Mexican  forces  now  crossed  the  river  with 
an  escort,  and  repeated  to  the  commander-in-chief  a  simi- 
lar warning.  The  latter  replied  that  he  should  cross  the 
water  immediately,  **  and  if  any  of  his  party  showed  them- 
selves, after  the  passage  had  commenced,  they  would  re- 
ceive the  fire  of  the  artillery."  Orders  were  then  issued 
for  the  difiTerent  corps  to  advance.    Not  a  gun  was  fired ; 
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General  Worth  plunged  into  llie  stream  at  the  head  of  his 
diviBion,  and  as  they  reached  the  opposite  bank,  the  Mexi* 
cans  had  disappeared,  having  retreated  in  the  direction  of 
Matamorasi 

On  the  23d  of  March,  the  General  reached  Point  babel 
on  the  coast;  while  inarching  toward  that  place  he  was 
met  by  a  civil  deputation  from  the  city,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  who  desired  an  interview  with  Urn. 
The  Mexicans  proceeded  with  the  troops  some  distakice, 
but  finally  refused  to  go  any  farther,  at  the  same  time 
handing  Taylor  a  formal  protest,  issued  by  the  prefect  of 
the  northern  district  of  Tamaulipas,  against  the  occupation 
of  the  country  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States.  While 
the  parties  were  conferring,  a  dense  column  of  smoke  was 
seen  rising  in  the  direction  of  the  Gtdf ;  the  enemy  had  set 
fire  to  the  buildings  at  Point  Isabel,  to  prevent  the  army 
from  using  them.  The  General  then  told  the  deputation 
that  he  would  answer  the  protest  when  he  encamped  op- 
posite Matamorcui,  and  dismissed  them.  Resuming  their 
march,  the  columns  reached  the  coast  that  evening  without 
further  interruption.*  The  army  remained  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Del  Norte  for  a  few  days,  erecting  defences,  and 
preparing  suitable  places  for  the  reception  of  public  stores 
and  munitions.  Golonel  Thomas  was  placed  in  charge  of 
the  post  which  was  garrisoned  with  a  small  number  of 
men.  Having  secured  an  outlet  to  the  Gulf,  the  comman- 
der-in-chief advanced  up  the  river,  with  the  main  body  of 
his  forces,  and  encamped  opposite  the  crossing  place  of 
Paso  Real,  in  full  view  of  the  city  of  Matamoras.  Widiout 
delay  the  American  commander  began  to  erect  field-works 
in  order  to  strengthen  his  position,  as  he  had  already  done, 
thirty  miles  distant,  near  the  outlet,  called  the  Brazos  Santi- 
ago,t  where  he  established  a  depot  of  supplies  and  muni- 

*  General  Taylor^s  Dispatches  to  the  War  Department,  March  Slst 
and  d6th,  1846. 
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tUms  of  war.  With  an  apathy  perfectly  incomiNreheiisible 
under  the  circamstancef ,  the  Mexicans  beheld  these  pre- 
parations without  making  an  effort  to  prevent  their  pro- 
gress. A  few  days  of  unremitting  labor  sufficed  to  complete 
a  strong  and  well  constructed  fortress^  which  overlooked 
the  city  of  Matamoras. 

It  was  not  until  the  12th  of  April  that  the  people  on  the 
opposite  shore  seemed  to  awake  from  their  lethargy,  and 
to  perceive  the  advantage  the  Americans  had  derived  from 
their  supineness.  On  that  day  General  Pedro  de  Ampudia 
formally  announced  to  General  Taylor  that  if  he  did  not 
break  up  his  camp,  and  retire  beyond  the  Nueces,  within 
twenty-four  hours,  that  arms  and  arms  alone  must  decide 
the  contest.  The  reply  to  this  demand  was  a  peremptory 
refusal,  and  a  declaration  to  the  effect  that  the  American 
flag  would  continue  to  float  on  the  shores  of  the  Rio  Grande 
until  ^  eternity."  The  General  in  command  qualified  his 
refusal  by  offering  to  sign  an  armistice,  which  should  be 
maintained  until  the  parties  should  receive  instructions 
fit>m  their  respective  governments.  Ampudia  refused  to 
accede  to  this  reasonable  proposition,  and  proclaiming  his 
intention  of  resorting  to  force,  prepared  ta  make  good  his 
tiureats.  Shortiy  afterwards  General  Mariano  Arista,  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  northern  division  of  the  Mexican 
army  arrived  at  Matamoras,  and  on  the  24th  inst.,  ad- 
dressed a  communication  to  General  Taylor,  informing 
him  that  '^  he  considered  hostilities  commenced  and  should 
prosecute  them." 

On  the  same  day  Captain  Thornton,  with  a  party  of 
dragoons,  sixty-three  in  number,  rank  and  file,  were  sent 
up  the  left  bank  of  the  river  to  reconnoitre  and  ascertain 
whether  the  enemy  had  crossed,  or  were  preparing  to  cross, 
the  stream.  While  performing  this  duty  the  detachment, 
on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  encountered  a  division  of  Mexi- 
cans, two  hundred  in  number,  under  the  command  of  Gene* 
ral  Torrcijon.    Forming  his  squadron,  Thornton,  though 
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surprised  in  a  disadvantageous  position^  charged  upon  die 
enemy,  whose  great  superiority  enabled  them  to  resist  the 
onset  with  such  success  that  the  party  were  compelled  to 
suiKender  prisoners  of  war,  after  having  sustained  a  loss  of 
sixteen  killed  and  wounded  in  the  gallant  effort  to  eztri* 
cate  themselves. 

On  the  36th  of  April,  General  Taylor  made  a  requisition 
upon  the  States  of  Texas  and  Louisiana  for  eight  re^ments 
of  volunteers,  each  state  being  called  upon  to  ftimish  four 
regiments.  The  demand  was  responded  to  with  enthusiasm; 
the  Governors  and  legislative  bodies  emulating  each  other 
in  their  eagerness  to  muster  and  equip  the  desired  levies 
within  the  shortest  possible  time.  Mayor  General  Gaines, 
oommanding  the  western  diviBion  of  the  U.  S.  army,  ac- 
tively co-operated  with  the  civil  authorities  in  raising, 
oi^anizing,  and  transporting  the  Louisiana  troops  to  the 
seat  of  war.  The  whole  force  under  General  Taylor  at 
this  crisis,  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery,  did  not  excee4 
three  thousand  men ;  as  it  was  evident  that  the  enemy 
would  soon  make  good  their  threats  by  invading  die 
American  side  of  the  river,  it  became  necessary  for  the 
commander  to  act  with  great  circumspection.  The  defen* 
ces  which  had  been  erected  after  an  approved  fashion,  under 
his  own  eye,  were,  in  his  opinion,  strong  enough  to  bid  de- 
fiance to  the  assaults  of  the  hostiles  should  they  attempt 
to  carry  the  place ;  an  enterprise  scarcely  to  be  expected 
from  even  the  veterans  under  Arista.  In  order,  however, 
to  put  the  fort  in  a  condition  to  sustain  a  siege,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  obtain  a  supply  of  provisions,  the  commissariat 
Ihaving  already  been  drawn  upon  to  its  fullest  extent. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  Gen.  Taylor  left  his  position  oppo- 
site Matamoras,  and  with  the  main  body  of  his  forces 
marched  toward  Point  Isabel,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Del 
Norte,  where,  as  has  been  stated,  he  had  established  a  depot 
of  arms  and  subsistence.  CSQUtraiy  to  his  expectations, 
he  reached  his  destination  on  the  following  day,  without 
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maetmg  a  single  advenaiy.  The  works  were  gairisoned 
by  tbe  7th  infantiy  and  two  companies  of  artHleiy,  under 
the  command  of  M^jor  Brown.  The  Mexicans  had  fortified 
the  bank  of  the  river  by  erecting  batteries,  in  a  line  with 
the  fort,  which  frowned  upon  the  advene  shore. 

About  day-break  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  the  garrison 
was  aroused  by  the  deafening  peal  of  the  hostile  ordnance ; 
^diich  echoed  along  the  windings  of  the  stream,  proclaiming 
that  the  Aztec  eagle  was  about  to  encounter  the  bird  of  the 
north,  in  whose  capacious  maw  lay  buried  the  fair  province 
protected  by  its  outspread  wings.  The  fire  was  promptly 
returned  by  the  Americans,  whose  superior  skill  in  the  use 
of  their  guns  enabled  them  to  do  infinite  damage  to  the 
enemy.  The  bombardment  continued  seveml  days,  both 
parties  toiling  incessantly  at  the  engines  of  death.  Gene- 
ral Arista,  in  the  meantime  having  completed  his  prepara^ 
tions,  (tossed  the  Rio  Grande  at  the  head  of  five  thousand 
regular  troops,  and  one  thousand  auxiliaries,  supported  by 
a  train  of  more  than  twelve  pieces  of  cannon.*  Arista 
encamped  at  the  Tonquas  del  Ramireno,  in  rear  of  the  fort, 
and  on  the  6th  summoned  it  to  surrender,  threatening  to 
storm  it,  and  exterminate  its  defenders,  unless  his  demand 
was  complied  with,  allowing  them  one  hour  for  delibera- 
tion. As  a  matter  of  form,  a  council  of  war  was  called, 
which  decided  unanimously  in  the  negative  upon  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Mexican  leader.  The  latter,  as  if  determined 
to  carry  his  threats  into  execution,  turned  his  arms  against 
the  works,  thus  placing  the  garrison  between  two  fires. 
Encouraging  their  men  by  their  cheerful  and  intrepid  bear- 
ing, the  ofiicera  of  the  division  plied  the  guns  day  and 
night,  and  with  the  energy  of  men  in  desperate  circum- 
stances labored  to  finish  the  defences.  They  even  cut  up 
their  tents  and  fashioned  them  into  sand-bags,  which  were 
placed  so  as  to  receive  the  enemy's  fire.    The  siege  had 
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ooDtinned  several  days,  the  Americaiui  had  as  yet  lost  but 
one  man,  who,  strange  to  say,  had  first  been  wounded 
badly,  and  placed  for  safety  in  a  casemate,  when  a  shot 
striking  him  upon  the  head  instantly  killed  him  I 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  May,  1846,  the  Mexican 
scouts  reported  the  advance  of  the  forces  under  Taylor,  ac- 
companied by  a  heavy  trainof  wagons,  loaded  with  supplies. 
Upon  the  reception  of  this  intelligence  Arista  marched 
toward  the  coast,  leaving  his  second  in  command,  Don 
Pedro  Ampudia,  in  charge  of  the  detachment  which  had 
been  ordered  to  keep  the  garrison  fix)m  attempting  a  junc- 
tion with  the  main  body.  At  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Arista  ar- 
rived near  the  water-hole  of  Palo  Alto,  and  formed  his  line 
of  battle  in  an  extensive  plain,  with  his  right  wing  resting 
up<m  a  woody  elevation ;  his  left  was  supported  by  a  quag- 
mire,  very  difficult  of  penetration.  The  cavalry,  which 
composed  one-third  of  his  army,  was  placed  upon  the 
flanks  of  the  line  thus  strongly  posted.  Twelve  pieces  of 
ordnance  occupied  the  intervals  between  the  cavalry  and 
infantry.  General  Taylor's  first  impulse,  when  he  heard 
the  cannonading  at  the  fort,  was  to  retrace  his  steps  with- 
out delay ;  but  as  the  guns  of  the  besieged  continued  to  be 
heard  in  answer  to  those  of  the  assailants,  he  relied  with 
confidence  upon  the  gallantry  of  the  former,  and  resolved 
to  complete  his  preparations.  In  order,  however,  to  obtain 
some  definite  information  of  the  actual  condition  of  the 
party  in  charge  of  the  works,  he  dispatched  Captain  Walk- 
er of  the  Texan  Rangers  up  the  river  for  that  purpose. 
Walker  returned  on  the  5th,  and  reported  that  there  was 
scarcely  a  probability  of  the  Mexicans  being  able  to  reduce 
the  fort ;  stating  at  the  same  time  that  the  country  between 
the  two  places  was  alive  with  the  enemy's  cavalry,  throu^ 
which  he  and  his  men  had  with  difficulty  made  their  way 
unobserved.  The  gallant  conduct  of  this  officer  contribu- 
ted in  no  slight  degree  to  relieve  the  feelings  of  the  different 
divisions,  as  it  destroyed  that  sickening  uncertainty  which 
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is  coounon  to  those  engaged  in  operations  at  a  distance 
from  one  another. 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  the  American  commander 
took  up  the  line  of  march  for  his  former  camp,  at  the  head 
of  two  thousand  three  hundred  men,  eavahy,  infantry,  and 
artillery ;  the  army  was  encumbered  with  a  heavy  train  of 
wagons,  which  somewhat  retarded  its  progress.  That 
night  Taylor  bivouacked  seven  miles  from  Point  Isabel,  and 
on  the  following  morning  resumed  his  march.  About  the 
hour  of  noon,  on  the  memorable  8th,  the  advance  squad- 
rons  of  horse  which  had  been  thrown  forward,  reached  the 
Palo  Alto,  and  discovered  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  battle 
array  upon  the  prairie,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  dbtant. 
In  a  short  time  the  main  body  came  up  and  the  General 
ordered  a  halt,  that  the  men  might  refresh  themselves  at 
the  pool.  After  resting  an  hour  or  so,  the  American  com* 
mander  proceeded  deliberately  to  form  his  line  of  battle  as 
follows,  commencing  on  the  right  wing:  "  Fifth  infantry. 
Colonel  Mcintosh;  Ringgold's  artillery ;  third  infantry.  Cap- 
tain Morris ;  two  eighteen  pounders,  lieutenant  Oiurchill; 
fourth  infantry,  Migor  Allen ;  two  squadrons  of  dragoons 
under  Captains  Ker  and  May  The  left  wing  was  formed 
of  a  battalion  of  artillery.  Colonel  Childs;  Captain  Dun- 
can's light  artilleiy ;  and  the  eighth  infantry,  Captain  Mont^ 
gomery.  Colonel  Twiggs  commanded  the  right,  and  lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Belknap  the  left  of  the  line."  *  The  train 
was  packed  in  the  rear,  protected  by  a  sufficient  guard. 

At  two  o'clock  the  ordw  was  given  to  move  forward, 
the  several  corps  advancing  steadily  by  heads  of  columns, 
the  eighteen  pounders  keeping  the  road.  Lieutenant 
Blake,  of  the  topographical  engineers,  having  performed  a 
skilftd  reconnoissance  of  the  hostile  fine,  now  reported  the 
position  of  the  enemy's  batteries.    As  the  columns  came 
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vp  the  Mexican  cannon  opened  upon  them  a  deafening 
bat  harmleBs  fire.* 

Halting  hie  divinons,  Taylor  ordered  them  to  deploy 
into  line,  an  evolution  which  they  performed  -with  ais 
tniich  coolness  as  if  they  had  been  npon  parade ;  throw- 
ing back  the  8th  infantry  to  secure  his  left  fiank,  the 
General  placed  the  light  battery  in  advance;  the  word 
Was  then  given  to  return  the  adversaries*  fire :  it  was 
promptly  obeyed ;  the  eighteen  pounders,  and  Ringgold's 
admirable  corps  of  flying  aiHIleiy,  poured  forth  a  deadly 
•tream  of  shot,  which  soon  forced  the  cavalry  on  Arista's 
left  to  fhll  back. 

At  this  moment  Duncan's  battery,  supported  by  May's 
dragoons,  was  doing  equal  damage  on  the  right  flank.  In 
order  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  his  army.  Arista  deter- 
mined to  make  an  eflTort  to  silence  the  fatal  engines  which 
were  so  rapidly  vomiting  death  into  his  ranks.  The 
greater  part  of  the  Mexican  cavalry  had  been  posted 
upon  their  left;  they  were  mostly  lancers,  and  were 
conmianded  by  General  Anastasio  Toirejon,  the  officer 
who  had  captured  Thornton's  party  during  the  preceding 
mondi.  While  the  American  ordnance  was  sweeping 
down  his  files,  Arista  ordered  Torrejon  to  charge  upon 
Taylor's  right,  while  he  in  person  proposed  to  advance 
with  the  rest  of  his  lancers  and  the  main  body  of  his 
infantry,  upon  his  left  flank.  Torrejon,  supported  by  two 
field-pieces,  attempted  to  obey  the  order,  but  was  met  and 
repulsed  by  the  5th  infantry,  Walker's  volunteers,  and  a 
section  of  fiying  artillery  under  Lieutenant  Ridgely,  which 
raked  the  lanoers  as  they  retired,  after  this  bold,  but 
nnsuocessful  movement.  The  General,  anticipating  a 
renewal  of  the  attach,  now  strengthened  that  part  of  his 
line  widi  die  8d  infantry.     The  long  grass  of  the  prairio 
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*  General  Ampodls  aiiived  upon  the  eceiie  st  this  moment,  and  be- 
hared  well  daring  the  day. 
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was  at  this  eiiBi&  acddeatally  set  o&  fire,  which  being  aa 
dry  as  powder,  blazed  up  fiercely,  and  for  the  space  of  an 
hoar .  the  combatants  were  partially  hidden  from  each 
other  by  the  dense  volumes  of  smoke,  which  hung  like 
a  curtain  between  them,  finr  the  time  at  least  preventing 
the  woik  of  deaths 

Advancing  under  cover  of  the  smoke,  the  American 
f<Mrces  now  occupied  the  position  lately  held  by  the 
lancers  near  the  quagmire.  When  the  enemy's  line 
again  became  visible,  the  contest  was  resumed  with 
increased  ardor,  the  eighteen  pounders,  flying  artillery, 
and  light  battery,  making  fearful  havoc  through  the 
ranks  of  the  Mexicans,  whose  intrepid  bearing  was  the 
^^  theme  of  universal  admiration"  among  those  who  wit* 
nessed  their  gallant  behavior.  The  blood  of  both  armies 
had  now  become  heated ;  volley  followed  volley  in  rapiLd 
succession;  the  air  was  filled  with  musket  balls,  round 
shot,  grape,  and  canister.  May's  squadron  being  ordered 
to  make  a  demonstration  upon  the  enemy's  iBank,  was 
driven  back  with  lotis  upon  the  main  body.  Maddened 
with  pain  and  excitement,  the  Mexican  soldiery  called 
out  to  their  General  either  to  advance  or  retreat,  sp 
that  the  battle  might  be  lost  or  won,  and  not  prolonged 
until  the  artilleiy  had  entirely  destroyed  them.*  Arista, 
in  the  hope  of  quieting  the  impatience  of  his  men,  who 
were  leaving  their  ranks,  sent  forward  a  division  of 
lancers,  under  Colonel  Cayetano  Moutero,  to  attack  the 
right  wing,  from  whence  issued  the  most  destructive 
fire.  The  cavalry  were  met  by  a  battalion  of  artillery, 
which,  forming  in  square,  received  them  with  the  bayo^ 
net;  at  the  same  moment  the  eighteen  pounders  opened 
a  deadly  discharge  of  canister,  which  forced  the  former 
to  retire  in  disorder  beyond  the  reach  of  the  cannon. 
Their  retreat  was  covered  by  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry 
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from  the  Mexican  lines;  a  few  roiui(b  from  the  ord- 
nance soon  flileneed  even  this  feeble  effort  upon  the 
part  of  Arista  to  maintain  his  position.  The  Mexicana 
were  driven  back  in  the  same  manner  upon  their  right 
by  the  8th  infantry,  Ker's  dragoons,  and  Duncan's  artil- 
lery. The  shadows  of  nig^t  were  now  gathering  upon 
the  field,  the  roar  of  the  battle,  the  fierce  shouts,  and 
&e  clash  of  arms  gradually  ceased;  and  as  the  stars 
came  forth  and  mingled  their  radiance  with  the  light 
of  the  waning  moon,  the  groans  of  the  wounded  and 
dying  were  borne  upon  the  wind,  and  filled  the  air  with 
mournful  sounds. 

The  enemy,  driven  from  his  position,  had  retired  a  short 
distance  to  the  rear,  and  occupied  the  chapparal  with 
his  shattered  battalions,  having  lost  in  killed,  woonded, 
and  missing,  five  hundred  men.  The  American  force  ao- 
tually  engaged  during  the  day,  was  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  men,  who  lest  nine  killed,  fifty- 
four  wounded,  and  two  missing.  Among  those  mortally 
wounded  was  Migor  Ringgold,  one  of  the  bravest  and  most 
meritorious  officers  in  the  service.  The  number  of  shot 
thrown  during  the  day,  according  to  Arista's  account,  frpm 
the  American  cannon,  was  over  three  thousand,  while  the 
Mexicans  fired  but  six  hundred  and  fifty  rounds  from  their 
twelve  pieces  used  in  the  action. 

The  weary  soldiers,  exhausted  with  their  bloody  work, 
bivouacked  upon  the  field,  and  throwing  themselves  on 
the  ground,  reposed  upon  their  arms  until  morning,  lulled 
to  sleep  by  the  melancholy  howl  of  troops  of  wolves,  which 
scenting  the  carnage  afar  off,  approached  the  fatal  spot. 

^  From  camp  to  camp,  through  the  fonl  womb  of  night 
The  ham  of  either  umy  itUly  soandt, 
That  the  fixed  tentiiiels  almoet  leeeiTe 
The  seoret  whitpers  of  each  othei^  watch ; 
Yin  answers  fire ;  and  through  their  paly  flames 
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Eaoh  battl*  Mti  tile  otlMT^  imberM  Am  t 

Staed  threatens  steed  io  high  and  boestfol  Mgh 

Piercing  the  night's  dull  ear.* 


fi 


At  the  dawn  of  day  <m  the  following  mommg,  the 
Mexican  army  was  deeeried  retreating  through  the  wood 
toward  the  Del  Norte,  following  the  road  to  Matamoras. 
Sending  his  wounded  back  to  Point  Isabel,  and  leaving  a  de- 
taehment,  with  four  pieces  of  artilleiy ,  to  guard  the  supply 
train  at  Palo  Alto,  the  commander-inKdiief  ordered  his  co- 
luflms  to  advance  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy;  at  the  same  time 
throwing  foirward  a  strong  party,  with  instructions  to  ex- 
plore the  ehapparal  and  ascertain  the  position  of  the  Mexi- 
can force.  At  three  in  the  afternoon  Taylor  received  infor- 
mation that  Arista  was  posted  directly  in  front  on  the  road, 
which  was  intersected  at  that  point  by  a  ravine,  which  was 
skirted  by  dense  thickets  of  undergrowth.  The  flying 
artillery,  under  lieutenant  Ridgely,  advanced  up  the 
road,  covered  by  several  regiments  of  infantry,  which 
were  extended  into  the  woods  upon  the  right  and  left 
flanks;  the  cavalry  was  held  in  reserve,  together  with 
the  8th  infantry,  in  the  rear.  Pushing  onward  through 
the  ehapparal,  the  divisions  soon  came  within  range  of 
the  hostile  camion.  About  four  o'clock  the  action  eomr 
menced,  the  enemy  opening  a  vigorous .  fire  from  eight 
pieces  of  artillery,  which  commanded  the  pass.  The  flre 
was  returned  with  equal  eneigy,  and  in  a  few  moments 
the  engagement  became  general ;  the  infantry,  upon  the 
wings,  and  the  battery  in  the  centre,  poming  in  volley 
after  volley,  in  rapid  succession,  which  told  feaxfblly 
among  the  serried  ranks  in  front,  who,  unable  to  bear 
the  shock,  were  forced  to  retire  behind  their  guns. 

The  Mexican  cannon,  under  the  charge  of  Generab 
La  Vega  and  Requena,  was  weU  served,  and  kept  up  an 
incessant  discharge  upon  the  advancing  columns,  which 
had  already  suffered  oonriderably.    It  became  necessary, 
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therefore,  to  silence  them,  at  all  faacardB,  and  Captain 
May  was  ordered  to  charge  the  battery  with  his  squadron 
of  cavalry,  a  perilous,  and  difficult  feat,  which  was,  never- 
thele4i8,  successfully  performed,  the  Meiicans  retiring 
before  the  impetuous  onset  of  the  horsemen ;  the  guns 
were  silenced,  and  General  La  Vega,  who  had  remained 
at  his  post,  was  taken  prisons.  Not  being  supported 
1^  the  infantry,  May  £d  not  retain  possession  of  die 
guns,  but  fell  back  upon  the  main  body.  The  8th  in* 
fantry,  which  had  been  held  as  a  carps  de  reserve^  had 
been  ordered  up»  and  was  now  hotly  engaged  with  the 
prolongation  of  the  Mexican  le£k,  on  the  right  of  die 
road ;  being  r^forced  by  a  part  of  the  5th,  the  divirion 
was  now  ordered  to  charge  the  batteries  with  the  bayo^ 
net,  whi(^  was  executed  with  admirable  coolness  and 
eourage,  the  Mexicani^  retreating,  leaving  their  artillery 
behind,  in  their  haste  to  escape  from  the  forest  of  steel 
whidh  threatened  to  ]^erce  their  ranks.  While  rushing 
on  to  the  hostile  line,  several  wounded  Mexicans  were 
seen  Ijring  in  their  path,  who  called  out  to  them,  in  the 
extremity  of  despair,  for  water ;  in  an  instant  the  po<« 
wretches  were  deluged  with  the  grateful  element,  eveiy 
soldier  within  heariim^  placing  the  contents  of  his  canteen 
and  havensaek  at  their  disposal.  In  the  meantime,  Ae 
4th  infantry,  in  coi^}unotion  with  the  light  companies  of 
the  first  brigade,  and  the  3d  regiment,  which  had  deployied 
into  the  wood  on  the  right,  were  bnmly  engaged  with 
Arista's  veterans,  who  resisted  the  efforts  made  to  dis* 
lodge  them,  for  a  considerable  time,  with  success.  In 
several  parts  of  the  field  the  adversaries  fought  hand  to 
hand,  each  determined,  if  possible,  to  maintain  their 
ground.  A  party  of  the  4th  regiment  having  captured  a 
battery  of  one  piece  posted  upon  the  right  o£  the  road, 
Aiiflta  sent  a  strong  division  to  reoover  it ;  they  were  met 
by  a  company  under  Captain  Barbour,  who,  after  a  brief 
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•traggle,  repelled  them  with  loss.*  This  was  the  last 
effort  made  by  the  Mexican  leader  to  regain  his  lost 
groond.  Driven  firom  his  poeition  upon  both  wings,  and 
in  the  centre,  his  broken  columns,  unable  to  bear  the  fire 
which,  with  untiring  energy  was  poured  into  their  Unes,' 
lost  all  hope,  and  retreated  precipitately  from  the  fieid> 
leaving  even  the  meagre  repast  then  preparing  in  their 
camp  to  be  eaten  by  the  Americans.  The  rear  guaid, 
which  had  been  left  in  charge  of  the  baggage  train,  was 
immediately  ordered  up  in  pursuit  of  the  flying  foe,  who 
had  taken  the  road  to  Matamoras,  followed  by  a  squad* 
ron  6{  dragoons  and  the  other  corps ;  they  fled  rapidlyi 
many  of  their  number  jrielding  themselves  prisoners  of 
war.  In  passing  the  walls  of  the  fort,  which,  three  days 
before,  he  had  so  arrogantly  summoned  to  surrenderi 
Arista  was  saluted  by  a  discharge  firom  the  guns  of  the 

*  The  fbllowiiif  intsretttng  aoeoant  of  tiie  ei^tora  of  this  piece  of 
Otdmace  is  extieeted  from  a  detailed  description  of  the  eetioiie  of  th» 
8th  and  9th  of  May,  which  was  written  by  the  late  gallant  and  nnfor* 
tanate  Lieatenant  John  A.  Richey,  of  the  4th  regiment  United  States 
infantry :  *'  A  short  time  after  the  battle  beg^n  several  of  us  became 
•oparated  firom  oar  command  in  the  bfoeh,  and  started  forward  with  the 
few  men  we  oould  ooUeet  at  the  moment  to  take  a  battery  of  die  Meii^ 
cans  that  was  blaaing  away  at  ni.  We  dashed  forward  into  the  raTina^ 
across  the  stream  which  ran  through  it,  and,  clambering  up  the  opposite 
bank,  rushed  aeross  the  openings  of  the  chapparal  toward  the  battery* 
While  passing  through  the  woods  I  got  separated  for  about  ten  minutes 
from  Liestenants  Woods  and  Hays ;  when  I  rejoined  them  they  had  cap^ 
tared  the  cannon ;  they  had  dashed  onward  upon  the  enemy  attended  by 
enfy  one  man!  The  cannoneers  immediately  tamed  and  fled;  bsfors 
doing  so  they  had  set  fire  to  the  priming  tube,  the  gun  b«ag  loaded  f 
the  match  was  burning  slowly,  and  was  about  to  ignite  the  powdery 
when  Lieatenant  Woods  knocked  the  priming  off  with  his  sword.  In  the 
meantime  some  Mexicans  ran  to  the  mulee,  attached  to  the  piece  by  a 
long  pole,  and  endearored  to  drag  it  off;  Hays  perceiving  their  inton* 
Hon,  sprang  forward,  and  snapped  his  pistol  at  them;  at  the  same  mo« 
ment  Woods  caught  hold  of  the  driving  reins,  and  turned  the  mules 
round  toward  the  gun.  By  this  time  our  party  was  reinforoed,  and 
moTed  forward  along  the  road,  firing  all  the  time,  and  driving  the  enemy 
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garrison^  which  caused  his  panicHstricken  troops  to  rush 
heedlessly  forward.  In  their  eagerness  to  escape,  hun-' 
dreds  of  the  poor  fellows  found  a  last  resting-place  beneath 
the  turbid  waters  of  the  Rio  Bravo. . 

The  American  army  encamped  for  the  night  on  the 
hard-won  field  of  battle,  a  favor  purchased  with  the  lives 
of  many  brave  and  gallant  men.  The  marching  force 
under  General  Taylor  on  the  9th,  was  not  more  than 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-two,  rank  and 
file«  The  number  of  troops  actually  engaged  was  about 
seventeen  hundred.*  The  American  loss  was  three  offi- 
cers killed  and  twelve  wounded ;  thirty-six  privates  killed 
and  seventy-one  wounded.  The  Mexican  army  was  esti- 
mated at  six  thousand  men.  Arista  having  called  in  the 
parties  of  cavalry  and  infantry  which  had  been  posted 
between  the  Palo  Alto  and  the  fort  opposite  Matamoras, 

befoie  U8.  We  proceeded  oa  in  this  way  with  about  twenty  men. 
Woods  now  separated  from,  us,  and  we  were  jtuned  by  Lieutenants 
Augur  and  Cochrane,  both  of  the  4th*  Our  little  party  was  composed 
of  men  belonging  to  every  regiment  in  the  army.  We  advanced  a.great 
distance  in  front  of  the  main  body,  and  were  surrounded  on  all  sides  by 
the  Mexicans,  who  were  firing  in  every,  direction  at  other  bodies  ol 
troops.  At  this  instant  a  large  party  of  lancers  came  charging  down 
upon  us;  some  of  our  guns  were  loaded,  some  were  not;  our  bayonets 
were  unfixed.  We  ordered  our  men  to  retreat.  As  we  were  falling 
back  we  saw  a  small  detachment,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Bax^ 
hour,  coming  up ;  we  shouted  to  him  to  come  quickly,  and  hurried  down 
to  meet  him.  We  reached  him,  and  turned  off  into  a  little  opening,  and 
&eed  ^e  road'  As  the  lancers  charged  past  us,  we  fired,  and  killed 
iseveral  of  them ;  the  rest  ran  away,  and  were  again  fired  upon  by  us* 
A  great  many  gallant  deeds  were  performed  on  this  day  by  the  officers 
:aad  men.  Lieutenant  Cochrane  was  killed  in  the  charge  of  the  lancers 
lupon  our  party ;  he  received  three  severe  wounds.**  Lieutenant  Richey 
iwas  himself  much  exposed  during  the  day,  and  behayed  in  such  a  man- 
iner  as  to  merit  the  approbation  of  his  superiors  in  rank,  and  the  esteem 
'Of  his  numerous  friends  in  the  army.  He  has  been  described  by  a 
brother  officer  as  a  **mild,  modest,  unassuming  young  man,  but  a  lion 
in  batde.*' 

•  Gei»eral  Taylor's  Dispateh,  May  17th,  1846. 
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a  tew  hoQTB  before  Ub  laat  desperate  stand,  at  Ref  aca  da 
la  Fdbna.  The  M exieaa  loss  in  killed  was  certainly  two 
hundred,  as  that  number  was  left  upon  tiie  field;  his 
wounded  was  double  that  nnniber,  making  an  aggregats 
loss  in  both  batttes,  if  we  include  the  missing  and  ptison- 
ers,  of  more  than  twelve  hundred  men.  In  the  Mexieaa 
camp  were  found  a  large  quantity  of  baggage  and  militaiy 
stores,  several  hundred  pack  mules,  imd  General  Afista's 
private  effects ;  among  which  was  discovered  his  official 
correspondence  with  his  government,  a  number  of  plans, 
maps,  and  other  documents  of  importance^ — the  enemy,  in 
their  eagerness  to  save  themselves,  had,  in  fact,  left  eveiy 
thing  behind  them.*  The  number  of  prisoners  captured 
was  one  hundred  and  seventy,  including  fimrteen  officers. 
The  courage  with  which  the  Mexicans  fought  in  bodi 
actions  was  worthy  of  the  days  of  chivalry,  and  rede«ned 
the  reputation  of  the  whole  nation.  One  division  particu- 
larly distinguished  itself;  this  was  the  battalion  of  Tamr* 
pico,  a  corps  which  resisted  the  advance  of  the  adverse  Hno 
in  the  face  of  a  galling  fire,  nor  yielded  a  foot  of  ground 
until  nearly  every  man  was  cut  down,  or  swept  away  by 
the  murderous  discharge  of  the  artillery .f  On  the  mom- 
ing  of  the  10th  of  May,  the  victors  gathered  up  the  enemy's 
dead  and  deposited  them,  with  the  remains  of  their  own 

*  A.  msgntfieent  pavilion  and  ssTeial  pieces  of  massiTS  plate  imn 
among  the  artieles.  Arista's  wardrobe  and  personal  effects  were  reCumel 
to  him. 

t  The  braToet  men  in  the  Mexican  army  were  those  who  belonged  to 
tfie  'I\impieo  batulion;  they  etood  the  deetraetire  fire  of  the  artillery 
with  lemarkable  firmneee,  and  when  the  order  was  giTon  for  retreat,  hot 
ifty  of  theaa  remained  alive.  A  member  of  this  gallant  oorpe,  anzioos  to 
preeerre  the  honor  of  his  battalion,  tore  the  colon  under  which  they  fought 
from  its  staff,  and  concealed  it  about  his  person.  As  he  was  retreating, 
he  was  attacked  by  an  American,  who,  after  a  desperate  oombat,  killed 
the  heroie  Mexican  and  secured  the  trophy,  now  moistened  with  the  blood 
of  tfm  bravest  of  its  delemfon*  It  is  a  foitunale  eireumstanee  that  thsis 
sas  not  msay  such  spirits  in  tlie  Mexiesn  simy« 


958  TBS  MSXICAMB  OFFEE  AN  ABMSBmCB. 

eomradea,  beneath  the  sod  their  united  ralor  had  codbo- 
orated.  The  wonnded  of  both  anmes  were  treated  with 
eqaal  care;  they  both  received  the  same  attention  from 
the  medical  staff.  The  hmnanity  displayed  by  the  officers 
and  men  toward  the  vanquished  adds  much  to  their  re- 
nown, and  sheds  a  brighter  ray  of  glory  upon  the  victories 
of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma. 

The  army,  on  the  same  day,  moved  forward  and  en- 
camped near  the  fort,  which,  in  honor  of  its  gallant  com- 
mander, who  had  been  wounded  early  in  the  siege  and 
had  died  on  the  9th,  was  called  Fort  Brown.  The  loss 
sustained  by  the  garrison  during  the  bombardment,  was 
two  killed  and  ten  slightly  wounded ;  such  was  the  ad- 
mirable arrangement  of  die  defences,  that  although  the 
enemy  were  incessantly  throwing  round  shot  and  shell  into 
the  w(Nrks,  they  scarcely  made  an  impression  upon  them. 
The  enemy  had  five  mortars  posted  on  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  river,  and  it  was  estimated  by  the  besieged  that  they 
tiirew,  during  the  seven  days  occupied  in  attempting  to 
reduce  the  fort,  more  than  three  thousand  heavy  missiles 
of  various  kinds. 

On  the  17th,  General  Taylor  having  procured  the  ord- 
nance (two  mortars)  necessary  to  reduce  the  town  of 
Matamoras,  issued  an  order  for  crossing  the  river  a  short 
distance  above.  He  had  previously  sent  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Wilson  with  a  battalion  of  regulars  and  two  hundred 
volunteers  to  the  opposite  side  to  make  a  diversion  by  the 
way  of  Burita,  a  small  town  between  the  coast  and  the 
city.  As  the  army  were  preparing  to  pass  the  stream 
under  cover  of  the  fort,  General  Requena  arrived  in  the 
camp  and  requested  a  conference,  and  proposed  in  the 
name  of  Arista,  to  sign  an  armistice  until  the  respective 
governments  should  decide  upon  the  questions  at  issue. 
The  American  commander  peremptorily  refused  to  treat 
upon  the  subject,  inasmuch  as  he  had  proposed  a  suspen- 
sion of  hostilities  a  month  hefose  to  General  Ampudia,  but 
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that  cireiunstances  had  changed  since  that  time ;  that  he 
had  received  strong  reinforcements,  and  that,  as  he  had 
not  began  or  provoked  the  war,  he  would  not  now  suspend 
his  operationB,  but  that  Matamoras  must  be  taken.  At 
the  same  time,  he  informed  Requena  that  General  Arista 
was  at  perfect  liberty  to  evacuate  the  town  with  his  troops^ 
provided  he  left  the  public  property  in  the  place. 

Requeina  thereupon  withdrew,  promising  to  return  aui 
answer  during  the  afternoon.  The  expected  reply  never 
came,  and  that  night  Arista,  who  had  still  a  force  of  be- 
tween three  and  four  thousand  troops  of  the  line,  be^es* 
a  strong  body  of  ranchero  cavalry,  j9ed  from  the  town  and 
took  the  road  to  Monterey.  On  the  18  th,  the  army  of 
occupation  crossed  the  stream,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the* 
stars  and  stripes  were  floating  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the 
Rio  Grande*  As  its  folds  were  flung  to  the  breeze,  a  deaf- 
ening shout  broke  from  the  different  corps,  who  now  feltf 
that  the  long-delayed  hour  of  triumph  had  arrived.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Garland  was  dispatehed  at  the  head  of  a 
division  of  cavalry  in  pursuit  of  the  fugitive  Mexicans ; 
this  officer  followed  them  about  sixty  miles,  and  returned, 
on  the  22d,  after  having  captured  a  small  party  of  t^^' 
enemy. 

In  its  retreat  to  the  interior,  the  fugitive  army  suffered; 
severely  from  hunger,  thirst,  and  fatigue;  great  numbers,, 
unable  to  bear  these  accumulated  privations,  deserted 
during  the  march,  and  returned  to  the  Del  Norte,  or  joined, 
the  partisan  bands  which  infested  the  frontier.  About  the* 
latter  end  of  May,  the  fragments  of  Arista's  once  formid- 
able army  reached  the  hacienda  of  Coma,  a  hundred  miles 
distant  from  Mati^moras,  where  he  halted,  to  recruit  the 
wasted  energies  of  his  men,  who  were  completely  demor- 
alized by  their  recent  disasters,  and  incapable  of  farther 
exertion,  from  physical  debility.  In  order  to  prevent  all 
communication  between  the  invaders  and  the  interior  of 
the  country,  the  Mexican  leader  posted  strong  parties  of 
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•cavalry  along  the  line.  The  axithoritieB  of  the  departmenti 
iat  the  same  time,  iasaed  a  proclamation,  forbidding  the 
people  to  hold  interooorse  with  the  Btrangers,  under  8ever0 
penalties,  and  denouncing  all  who  did  bo  as  traitoTB  and 
enemies  to  the  republic.  In  a  few  days,  Arista  resumed 
his  march,  and  after  much  suffering  reached  the  city  of 
Monterey. 

On  the  24th,  the  army  under  General  Taylor  was  rein- 
forced by  the  first  and  second  regiments  of  Louisiana 
volunteers,  which  enabled  him  to  continue  his  operations 
with  a  greater  probability  of  success.  The  inhabitants  of 
Biatamoras,  in  the  suburbs  of  which  the  army  was  en- 
camped, gradually  became  accustomed  to  the  sight  of  the 
uniform  of  the  States,  and  neither  cared  nor  wished  for 
their  departure,  so  long  as  their  religion  and  civil  liberty 
were  left  unimpaired,  both  of  which  were  carefully  re- 
spected by  the  commander-in-chief. 
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lie  Treasoiy— The  Govenunent  suspendt  Payment— The  Cletgf 
aie  called  upon  to  aseiat  the  State  — •  Reply  of  the  Aichbiahop  —  Meet- 
ing of  the  Chapter  —  The  opulenee,  nnmbery  and  inflaence  of  the 
Mezicaft  Clergy  •— Captain  Fremont  enters  Upper  California— -Hie 
Seoeption--- He  is  ordered  to  leave  the  Province  — His  Reply  and 
Departure — Rerolt  of  the  Indians  under  Juan  AlTaies  —  Insurrection 
of  the  garrisons  of  Maaatlan,  Topic,  and  San  Bias  —  Liberty  of  the 
Press  destroyed  —  RemoYul  of  Arista  from  the  command  of  the  Army 
—  Blockade  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  ports  on  the  Pacific  —  Pronuncia- 
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Whils  the  Americaii  forces  were  mustering  upon  the 
Del  Norte  by  sqnadronsy  battalions  and  regimentSi  the 
interior  of  Mexico  presented  a  scene — bat  too  oommon  in 
that  country — of  revolutionary  turmoil  and  civil  discord. 
The  political  scheme  known  as  the  plan  of  San  Luis  Po* 
losi  had  abolished  the  former  constitationfl,  and  its  author 
had  no  sooner  assumed  the  supreme  authority  than  he  at 
once  indicated  in  his  policy  the  aristocratic  tendency  of 
his  mind.  Surrounded  by  such  creatures  as  Castillo,  Lan* 
zas,  Alaman,  Cuevas,  his  excellency  Don  Jose  Tomel  y 
Mendivil,  and  others  of  a  higher  grade,  whose  connselt 
were  in  consequence  more  dangerous  to  the  state  than  the 
former,  Paredes  usurped  the  powers  of  a  hereditary  sove- 
reign. 

By  a  decree  recratly  promulgated,  called  the  fey  <fe 
amvocaioria,  or  the  law  of  convocation,  the  great  body  of 

(Wl) 
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the  people  were  disfranchised  and  deprived  of  the  right 
of  sending  deputies  to  the  national  legislature.  Much 
dissatisfaction  was  excited  against  the  administration 
throughout  the  nation  by  this  ui\just  and  pernicious  inno- 
vation upon  the  liberty  of  the  masses— destroying^  as  it 
did,  the  only  barrier  which  had  been  erected  against  the 
power  of  the  executive,  which  was  now  untramelled  by 
precedent,  law,  or  the  will  of  the  people.  The  chamber 
of  deputies  was  composed,  under  the  new  organization,  of 
individuals  belonging  to  the  military,  commercial,  and  ec- 
clesiastical portions  of  the  population,  together  with  those 
who  were  selected  from  the  opulent  miners  and  agricul- 
turists. The  representative9  were  chosen  by  a  limited 
number  of  electors,  who  were  compelled,  under  the  penalty 
of  fines  and  imprisonment,  to  choose  a  member  of  Con- 
gress within  a  specified  time. 

As  an  example  of  the  manner  in  which  this  odious 
system  was  enforced  upon  the  nation,  in  defiance  of  the 
protestations  against  it,  I  will  cite  the  following  instance. 
In  the  month  of  April,  1846,  when  elections  were  held  for 
deputies  in  all  the  difierent  parts  of  the  republic,  the  mer- 
chants of  Vera  Cruz  refused  to  choose  a  representative, 
whereupon,  the  President  ordered  fA)e  of  their  number  to 
make  an  appointment  or  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  dollars 
each.  The  traders  were,  however, ''  rich  folks,"  says  the 
account  from  which  I  derived  my  information,  ^<  and  would 
have  preferred  paying  five  times  that  amount  than  obey 
tiie  uigust  command  of  Ihe  head  of  the  government." 
Several  departments  openly  protested  against  this  condi- 
tion of  things,  and  called  upon  the  President  to  repeal  the 
law  of  convocation  and  restore  the  masses  to  their  rights, 
which,  inherent  in  themselves  j  could  not  be  infringed  upon 
or  surrendered  by  even  their  legal  representatives,  without 
their  consent. 

The  department  of  Vera  Cruz,  espedally  the  capital,  is 
happy  in  being  able  to  count  among  her  citizens  many 
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inteUigent  and  patriotic  iadividualsywho, from  constant 
intercourse  with  the  natives  of  almost  eveiy  foreign  nation 
that  has  a  commercial  marinC)  have  thrown  aside  much 
of  that  feeling  of  jeaiousy  and  distrtust  which  is  a  pro- 
nament  fault  in  the  Mexican  character.  As  might  have 
been  expected,  the  new  dynasty  met  with  much  opposition 
in  this  section  of  the  repuMic,  in  its  attempts  to  force  upom 
its  inhabitants  the  measures  above  referred  to.  Accord- 
ingly, the  departmental  assemUy  petitioned  Ihe  govern- 
ment to  abrogate  the  law  of  convocation,  and  odier 
restrictions  which  had  been  lately  imposed  upon  the  people. 

Paredes  answered  their  just  demands  by  sending  a 
secret  order  to  the  governor  to  arrest  the  members  of  At 
council  and  commit  them  to  prison.  That  personage 
however,  refused  to  obey,  fearing  that  it  would  cause  a 
revolt,  and  recommended  a  milder  course  as  best  suited  to 
the  condition  of  the  public  mind.  The  Assembly  soon 
afterwards  received  a  communication  from  the  Executive, 
who  informed  that  honorable  body  that  he  had  not  the 
power  to  annul  the  obnoxious  decree,  but  promised  to 
hand  in  their  remonstrance  to  the  Congress  as  soon  as  it 
should  meet  in  extra  session  on  the  first  of  the  following 
month. 

The  condition  of  the  national  finances,  which  had  been 
graduftlly  but  surely  growing  worse  each  successive  year, 
had  now  approximated  a  point,  where  an  effort  must  be 
made  to  restore  the  public  credit,  or  Ike  government  must 
declare  itself  bankrupt.  The  treasury  was  literally  ex- 
hausted at  this  crisis;  all  the  revenues  had  been  antici- 
pated, and  the  supreme  authorities  had  been  compelled  to 
adopt  the  degrading  and  ruinous  system  of  contracts,  in 
order  to  supply  the  daily  expenses  of  the  diflTerent  depart- 
ments of  state.  The  people  had  been  so  completely 
stripped  of  their  means  by  Santa  Anna,  that  his  successors) 
though  they  still  possessed  the  flock,  coidd  gather  no  wool. 
No  resort  xsould  be  had  to  new  and  extraordinary  taxas; 
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no  in^pofts  oaiild  be  levied,  ereiy thing  having  been  abeady 
oeflsed  to  the  veiy  highest  point. 

To  eall  upon  the  masses  nnder  &ese  eircnrastanees 
woold  have  been  an  aet  of  villainous  ii\|tetioe,  whioh  even 
the  bold,  imperious  soldier  then  in  power  vronld  not  have 
dared  to  do,  even  if  his  eonsdienee  would  have  permitted 
such  a  mode  of  raising  the  desired  supplies.  Yet  it  was 
absc^tely  necessary  that  the  army  on  the  Del  Norte  should 
be  reinforced,  or  it  would  be  driven  back  by  the  foreign 
enemy  already  encamped  within  hearing  of  its  bugles,  and 
whose  cannon  were  at  that  moment  pointed  toward  the 
walls  of  Matamoras,  the  great  military  depot  of  the  fron- 
tier of  Texas.  It  was  imp^ative,  also,  to  send  troops  to 
tfie  Galifomfas,  which  &e  nmrthem  confederacy  had-— 
through  the  public  press,  the  usual  heralds  of  popular 
feeling — even  then  proclaimed  to  be  the  object  of  their 
desires.  To  meet  the  exigency,  there  was  not  a  rial  in 
the  national  coffers  that  was  not  already  otherwise  ap* 
prepriated. 

**  Under  these  afflicting  drcnmstanoes,  the  gQvemment» 
although  deeply  sensible  of  the  importance  of  a  faitfiful  comf 
pliance  widi  the  engagements  contracted  by  the  nation  vrith 
its  creditors,  and  of  the  foct  that  credit  is  of  the  utmost  ne* 
oessity  to  every  government,  and  faith  in  its  promises  the 
surest  source  of  its  power,  found  itself  compelled  to  res<»t 
to  extreme  measures, — a  course  justified  by  the  necessity 
of  providing  for  the  safety  of  the  nation,  whose  ruin  would 
have  been  the  ruin  of  its  creditors."*  Aoccxrdingly,  by  a 
decree,  dated  May  2d,  1840,  the  government  announced 
that  it  had  provisionally  suspended  payment.  By  another 
decree,  of  the  7th  of  the  same  &tal  month,  over  v^ch 
some  malignant  planet  seemed  to  preside,  the  salaries  of 
all  the  officers  employed  in  the  public  service  w<9:e  reduced 
one-fourth  during  the  coming  year.    A  circular  was  issued 
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at  fba  «am6  time  to  die  atttliaiitice  of  tbe  different  depart* 
mentt,  earnestly  oalliag  for  tkeir  aid  and  oo^peiatlon  in 
ftomiBliing  tk»  oentral  government  with  the  reqnieite 
meaae  lor  the  defence  of  the  national  territoiy  and  tlie 
honor  of  the  repuUio. 

The  unthrifty  and  eareleas  mode  in  which  the  fjnandaj 
afiaiie  of  the  provinces  had  been  managed,  and  the  rapa* 
siljy  of  the  official  agents,  had  placed  the  treasuries  of  the 
states  in  the  same  condition  as  that  atthe  capital*  More* 
over,  the  administration  had  not  acquired  the  confidence 
of  the  nation,  and  in  several  peorts  of  the  conntry  the 
symptoms  of  an  approaching  stoim  began  to  show  Aen* 
telves  in  the  political  horizon.  Yet  it  was  anticipated 
tiiat  the  hostile  feeling  which  existed  against  the  Umted 
States  woold  arouse  tiie  patriotism  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  provinces,  and  cause  them  to  lay  aside  their  animosity 
toward  tiie  administration,  and  to  anile  in  Mving  the 
enemy  beyond  the  Sabine.  In  this  hope  the  Executive 
was  woftdly  deceived;  the  provincial  authorities  either 
eonld  not  or  vronld  not  contribute  a  single  dollar  to  the 
support  of  the  measures  which  had  been  adopted  for  the 
defence  of  the  republic. 

Urged  by  a  commanding  necessity,  Paredes  now  re* 
sdved  to  resort  to  the  only  resource  left  unexhausted,  of 
supplying  the  exigencies  which  admitted  of  no  delay* 
He  determined  to  call  upon  the  **  venerable  clergy,"  who 
had  been,  of  late,  zealously  employed  in  eveiy  cathedrali 
thurdi,  and  village  chapel,  in  offering  up  fervent  jMPayem 
for  the  success  of  the  Mexican  arms.  Accordingly,  on 
the  18th  of  May,  Don  IVandsco  Iturbe,  the  minister  of 
finance,  addressed  an  official  communication  to  Don  Ma** 
nuel  Posada  y  Garduno,  the  primate  of  the  church,  setting 
forth  the  grievous  calamities  which  threatened  the  republic, 
and  the  stem  necessity  of  replenishing  the  emp^  coffeie 
of  the  state ;  tiiat  the  war  about  to  commence  vrith  the 
Americans  must  be  prosecuted  vrith  vigor,  at  all  hazardsi 
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aad  under  every  ooatingeney .  He  informed  the  avAbidhop 
that  the  government  had  been  foreed  to  aj^ropriate  the 
revenues  which  had  been  pledged  to  ita  creditora;  that  the 
elipend  of  its.  civil  officers  had  been  cuitailed,  and  that  all 
classes  must  unite  in  the  effort  to  preserve  the  nation  from 
impencKng  destmction;  diat  the  clergy  alone  had  been  ex- 
empted from  the  onerous  burthens  which  had  been  imposed 
of  late  upon  the  rest  of  the  people;  and  while  the  Execu- 
tive deprecated  the  necessity  that  obliged  him  to  call  upon 
the  church,  he  would  be  selecting  his  duty  should  he  fail 
in  straining  every  nerve  to  relieve  the  government  from 
the  financial  jHressure  under  which  it  was  about  to  be 
crushed.  The  minister  concluded  by  asking  for  a  loan  of 
$2,400,000,  payable  in  monthly  installments,  commencing 
on  the  30th  day  of  the  coming  June.  The  archbishop  was 
finally  requested  to  apportion  the  4imount  among  Ae 
various  orders  of  ecclesiastics*  so  that  each  one  of  them 
might  contribute  a  sum  commensurate  vrith  their  means. 

On  the  Idth,  the  prelate,  who  was  a  warm  supporter 
of  the  existing  dynasty,  by  means  of  which  he  hoped  to 
see  his  country  ruled  by  a  sovereign  prince,  replied  to  the 
minister,  that  he  had  convoked  a  meeting  of  his  chapter, 
which  would  that  day  assemble  in  the  hall  of  the  sa^sred 
church,  before  which  he  would  submit  the  requisition  of 
Ihe  supreme  government;  and  that  he  was  willing  to  aid 
in  raising  supplies  to  the  fiill  extent  of  his  powers,  in  order 
to  cany  on  <<  a  war  in  which  the  two  precious  boons  so 
dear  to  Mexicans,  of  independence  and  religion,  were  at 
stake.** 

It  was  certainly  a  bold  movement  on  the  part  of  the 
President  to  call  upon  the  clergy  to  disgorge  some  of  their 
hoarded  treasure,  albeit  it  was  done  to  save  the  country 
from  the  hontHTs  of  an  invasion.  The  Mexican  eeclerias-* 
tical  establishment  consists  of  one  arohiepiscopal  see  and 
nine  bishoprics^  eight  cathedral  chapters,  divided  into  one 
hundred   and   eighty-five   prebendaries   and  ea^onriesi 
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vMiik  are  subdivided  into  twelve  hundred  paiiahea.  Hie 
niunber  of  clergy  is  about  five  thousand  six  hundred; 
more  than  two-thirds  of  these  are  secular  priests,  who 
may  be  seen  at  any  period  of  the  day  or  night,  loitering  in 
the  saloons,  around  the  mante  table,  at  the  cockpit,  the 
amphitheatre,  or  the  pulquerias  which  abound  in  the  ca- 
pitals. The  regulars  who  wear  the  habit  of  their  parti* 
onlar  order  are  at  least  two  thousand,  who  possess  one 
hundred  and  fifly  convents  and  monasteries.*  The  streets 
of  every  large  city  swarm  with  these  holy  fathers,  who 
belong  generally  to  the  Dominican,  Franciscan,  Augustine, 
Carmelite,  and  M ercedarian  orders.  In  the  city  of  Mexico, 
there  are  more  than  fifty  monastic  buildings,  some  of 
which  are  very  extensive  and  magnificent.  Acc<Nrding  to 
an  estimate  made  a  few  years  since,  the  property  of  the 
church,  in  lands,  houses,  plate,  jewels,  and  money, 
amounted  to  ninety  millions  of  dollars,  fifty  millions  of 
which  was  held  in  mortmain;  -they  also  hold  mortgages 
iq>on  a  vast  amount  of  real  estate  in  all  the  provinces. 
The  leaders  of  the  republican  party  in  1834,  endeavored 
to  cut  down  the  revenues  of  the  clergy,  but  their  efibrta 
were  drowned  in  the  cry  of  sacrilege,  raised  by  the  eccle« 
siastics  and  their  devotees.  Since  that  period,  the  subject 
of  sequestration  has  been  often  reverted  to,  but  those  who 
had  the  boldness  to  propose  it,  were  invariably  persecuted 
and  driven  from  the  republic  by  the  intrigues  of  the 
priesthood. 

The  wealth  of  the  ecclesiastical  body  has  been  con-» 
stantly  increasing,  while  that  of  the  government  has  been 
as  rapidly  declining.  But  few  persons  of  property  die  in 
Mexico  without  leaving  a  bequest  to  be  used  for  pious 
purposes,  or  for  the  founding  of  masses  or  expiatory  rites. 
The  conquerors  of  the  sixteenth  centuiy,  whose  religious 
—^^ —    -  ■  *-  -  -  — ■ — — ' 
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leal  waa  aa  viol^it  aa  their  courage  waa  invuieiblei  akared 
-m^  tt  Ubeml  hand  the  apoila  wrung  from  the  nativesi 
-mih  the  monka  and  firiars  who  had  followed  their  TtdO'^ 
lioua  march.  Aft^  the  minea  began  to  be  worked  and 
the  predona  metala  became  abundant,  the  clergy  receiTed 
annually  immenae  auma,  which  were  employed  in  erecting 
thoae  splendid  cathedrala  and  churches,  which  fill  the  mind 
of  the  beholder  with  admiration.  The  adommenta  of 
theae  maaaive  structures  are  truly  magnificent;  the  altara 
and  num^oua  shrines  literally  blaze  with  gold,  silver,  and 
jewels  of  inestimaUe  value.  In  the  great  cathedral  of 
Mexico  ia  a  balustrade,  composed  of  an  amalgam  of  silver, 
copper  and  gold,  two  or  three  hundred  feet  in  length.  In 
the  principal  church  of  Puebla  de  los  Angeles,  (i^ddoh,  ae» 
eording  to  a  legend  which  has  obtained  universal  belief 
in  that  country,  was  partly  built  by  angels,)  is  an  enormoua 
lamp  made  of  the  precious  metala  which,  a  few  yearn 
aince,  coat  aeveral  thousand  doUara  lo  dean } 

Having  summoned  his  chapter,  the  aii^hbiahop  laid 
before  it  the  demanda  of  the  government,  urging  upon  the 
convention  the  necessity  of  keeping  upon  good  terms  with 
the  supreme  authority  at  that  crisis.  After  the  lapse  of 
aeveral  days,  the  chapter  decided  that  they  had  no  right  to 
dispose  of  the  property  which  had  been  given  to  the  church 
for  sacred  uses ;  that  it  was  in  opposition  to  the  declara* 
tions  of  the  Council  of  Trent  to  surrender  ecclesiastical 
revenues  to  be  appropriated  to  secular  purposes,  and  that 
the  Mexican  clergy  could  not,  in  consequence,  comply 
with  the  requisition  of  the  state,  even  to  resist  a  heretical 
invasion^  Such  was  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  the 
metropolitan  convocation.  Tlie  answer  returned  to  the 
minister  was,  that,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  tithes 
and  general  depreciation  of  property  throughout  the  coun*> 
try,  it  was  impossible  for  diem  to  pay  the  ninety-eight 
thousand  dollars  a  month,  whidh  had  been  assigned  them 
by  the  venerable  archbishop.    Disappointed  in  obtaining 
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iAppliei  flpom  his  reHgiou  alKeBi  Paredes  wtm  reduced  to 
du)  greaiest  extremity,  and  was  compelled  to  suspend 
«Tery  ofNsratfoa  for  the  waitt  of  inoney. 

On  the  1st  of  Januaiy,  1846,  Captain  FV^mont^a  ^n* 
tlemea  to  whom  tbe  worid  is  indebted. for  many  new  and 
intonestiiig  ftcti  in  telation  to  the  topography,  botany, 
C0f>logy,  and  inhabitants  of  the  vast  regions  lying  upon 
tite  Paeiflc  Ocean,  and  bordering  upon  the  territory  of  the 
Umled  Slatea-— anriTod  in  the  victmty  of  the  town  of  M on- 
larqr>  in  Upper  Califi>mia.  Ifis  party  consisted  of  a 
muidber  of  artists  and  srientific  gentl^nen,  escorted  by  a 
detachmeiit  of  thirty  dragoens ;  Ihe  whole  expedifioh,  in- 
<dudkig  servants  and  goufos,  numbered  but  sixty  individuals. 
Gsjptftin  IVenuttt  encamped  upon  a  hill  some  leagues  from 
tibe  town,  and,  unattended,  visited  the  place  for  the  pur- 
pose of  eomnmnicaling  vrith  &e  United  States'  consul. 
While  thsre,  h^  waited  updn  the  au&orities,  stating  that 
he  was  engaged  in  a  sdentifle  exploration  of  the  territoriei» 
al^aoettt.  The  fonotionarieB  received  him  courteously,  and 
tite  young  ofioer  withdrew,  perfectly  satbfied  vridi  the 
Basalt  ef  his  interview. 

The  Meziean  jealousy,  however,  soon  became  arousedi. 
and  the  Amaricans  received  an  insolent  order  to  retire 
ftom  the  department  immediately.  IVetnont  returned  a 
vecbal  answer  to  the  individual  who  bore  the  inhospitable^ 
demand,  that  he  had  hoisted  flie  flag  of  his  country,,  and 
oaeupying  a  stretig  position  he  was  prqpared  to  defend  it; 
that  his  olilect  in  entering  the  province  was  entirely  peace- 
Ibl,  that  he  had  committed  no  aggression,  and  if  attacked 
he.woidd  resist  to  ihe  last,  asking  no  quarter.  Hie  com- 
mandant of  the  department,  Don  Juan  Gastro,  miscon- 
stndng  the  latter  part  of  the  answer,  imagined  tiiat  the 
strangers  intended  to  fight  under  all  circumstances,  and 
wtmld  gke  no  quarter.  He  eoBedted  with  some  difBculty 
a  fefee  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  men,  but  did  not  venture  to 
aMail  the  Amerieaas^  who,  after  a  few  days,  departed  in  * 
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pofmat  of  ^  legitimiato  ol|$e«li  of  Iho  expoitttlOB.  hi 
their  deserted  camp  were  fo^md  tk  tfm  wwthleM  aitielee, 
which  the  commandant  dignified  with  the  name  of  camp* 
eqnipage,  amefting  Ibat  the  faxTadeia.  had  led  wilii  00 
much  haete,  that  they  had  not  thue  to  leiiiove  their  effeeli. 

The  deelaratlone  of  the  pnUie  preee  of  the  StaMr  ro* 
garding  the  aetziwe  of  the  Catifonuui^  should  a  war  taha 
place,  had  eaased  the  Mexican  gOTernment  to  ftt  out  att 
expedition  to  Aat  regieoi ;  the  TemeLi,  fliqppliei«  and  traepafc 
were  at  Maaatlan,  a  port  on  the  Paoilc»  neady  leai^  to 
depart,  when  one  of  those  unexpected  aocadenta  ocewrted 
which  has  ftoAtratBd  many  a  Mexican  enterpiiae.  TVa 
garriBon  of  Mazatlan  IroTolted,  and,  taUng  pooMwian  ef 
the  ships'  stores  and  mnnitionS)  pimioimeed  agaamt  the 
niling  powers.  The  miKtaiy  stafioned  at  San  Has  and 
Topic,  followed  flieir  example.  General  Hetnaadea,  ae#- 
ing  under  instractions  from  Don  Aiaa  Alvares,  whose 
name  has  ever  heen  associated  with  iIm  laigest  KhertjFt 
f  aised  tiie  standard  of  rebeUion  in  Mechoacan ;  while  AIp 
Tarez,  in  person,  proclaiming  as  his  motto-^^  Federatloa 
or  death,^  aroused  the  Indians  of  Urn  sonth  from  Aelv 
lethargy,  and  soon  excited  a  farmid^de  iiurarroetion; 

In  the  districts  of  Ometepic,  Ghilapa,  Costa  ChtLudev 
Olinala  and  Costa  Ghica,  which  are  sitnated  on  Ae  coast 
of  the  western  sea  iti  the  hot  and  hnmid  lands  where  the 
rank  vegetation  consttotly  generafies  diseaee  and  4eath, 
dwelt  a  great  munber  of  pure-Uooded  fadlans,  who  fo» 
tained  many  of  the  snperstititais  of  ^ir  oncestoni  and 
much  of  their  ferocious  courage,  whtoh  AlVares  had  now 
inflamed  against  the  aristocrats.  The  vevolitionaif 
movement  itoon  extended  into  Sonors,  while  Gomes  Farias^ 
Jose  Mariano  Salas,  Laaaro  VtUmnil,  and  the  Sdisn 
Trigueros,  Batres,  and  others,  endeavored  to  overthrow  the 
dominant  party  in  the  capital,  by  dedaiming  secretljr 
against  Paredes  and  the  monardiists. 

On  the  I^Oth  bf  May,  the  CQneqMmdedce  Uetween  th» 
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MMioimtant»  hainir  1^^^  toterogplad,  ihirtattii  eadMort 
dtiseiui  whm  watt^  iaplkatod  in  IIia  •muq^mq^  were*  »- 
MflMd^  anony  wkom  were  Be^^ml  Aiendb  €<  tiie  eadled 
Snte  Amia»  clearly  indieaiiiif  th#  iourae  fiMtt  nrhiliw 
tMMR  tlm  UowB  aimed  at  die  gpvemmemt. 

Tha  effetts  made  hf  Pamdce  to  Mwiiiiitfiin  Us  jiMilMMi 
were  eaek  ae  wm»  dietated  by  tlie  lam  of  86lf-pDeee7valio% 
aMioa^  tfa«y  weio  Qnaatliariaed  by  psecedeiit  <Hr  ^^ 
tafioBu  ThacUrf magurtvate^iaieed  to  power  by  the  voiaa 
of  tbo  snay  and  detgy,  felt  it  bie  daty  to  bold  on  lo  tiMi 
an&Qii^  lia  bad  beea  vaeted  wilb ;  it  beeame  aeceeeaigf 
iur  bim,  ia  Older  to  do  tbisithattbeeomplaiatewitbwblehr 
bb  adiPMiintratioii  mas  aeeailed  ahoiild  be  btubed.  Tk0 
Joartude  of  tbe  eapital  and  prinoipal  cities  were  divided  iai 
o^^fuu^i  tipoa  tbe  measuveii  hroagbt  forward  by  Ibe  £xeciih 
tive^H  and  baifiag  enjoyed  absolute  liberty  during  tb^ 
pwaideney  of  Haorera,  die  political  editon  now  vied  witb 
eadi.  Qtber  ia  defending  or  opposing  wbat  tbey  deemed  tbe 
good  ot  bad  poUoy  pursued  by  tbe  government  Tbe  xe^ 
fublioan  portion  of  tbe  press  bad  been  very  bitter  against 
Pavedes  jQrom  tbe  beginning,  denouncing  bis  aristocratic 
pinoiples>aB  tending  to.  tbe  destmotion  of  tbe  indepen* 
dence  and  freedom  of  tbe  nation;  accusing  bim  of 
epnapiring  witb  tbe  defgy  to  bring  back  tbe  odious  sys- 
tim  of  mojOAKcby  wbich  bad  perished  witb  the  ill*fete4 
Ituibi4e>.  and  of  selling,  bimeelf  to  tbe  natqral  enemies  of 
MeiSco. 

Possessing  despotic  power,  and  sensihle  of  the  influence 
exeaoised  by  tbe  press,  the  President  arrested  those  editors 
and  publishers  who  had  by  their  spirited  and  patriotio 
fonduot  rendered  themselves  obnoxious  to  him.  The 
victiais  of  his  tyranny  were  either  banished  frmn  their 
bames  car  ooafined  in  tbe  common  receptacles  of  vice  and 
CKime,  herded  vidtb  robbers,  thieves  and  assassins.  Hie 
journals  under  the  patronage  of  the  government,  openly 
advocated  tbv  prq^set  of  placing  a  prince  of  tbe  house  of 
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Bourbon  upon  the  thfMe  of  Metioo,  at  the  only  pka.oal* 
oolated  to  reecae  the  oonntiy  from  iaqp^ndiag  raia. 

On  the  lOth^the  dispatch  of  General  Arista  reaehedllM 
eapitali  and  created  an  intense  exdtement  among  all 
dassesi  the  gaUaatiy  of  the  commander  and  hisbrafia 
men  was  the  iheme  of  nnivenial  praisOy  and  no  one 
doubted  that  he  would  succeed  in  annihilating  the  Ameii* 
can  forces.  A  few  hours,  however,  changed  thmr  joy  into 
grief;  the  army  of  the  north,  it  was  known,  had  been  de* 
feated  on  the  0th;  Paredes  concealed  the  details  from  the 
pablic  for  several  days,  for  reasons  natural  enongfa  to  one 
in  his  peculiar  position.  When  the  foil  particulars  «tf  the 
battle  were  published,  the  people  exhilnted  emotions  of 
rage  and  vindictive  defspair ;  the  populace  perambulated 
thJB  streets  of  the  capital  and  large  cities,  shouting  male* 
dictions;  the  drums  beat  for  vdimteers,  and  the  flo'ce  ay 
of  Mneran  los  Antericant^^  resounded  through  every  city, 
tOMm  and  villi^e,  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Mazatlan.  The  vete- 
rans of  the  line  had  been  beaten  and  driven  across  tiie 
frontier — ever  fatal  to  the  Mexican  arms ;  the  usurping 
army  of  the  enemy  ha^  vanquished  a  supmor  force,  com- 
manded by  a  skilUUl  leader,  and  (Seneral  Taylor  was  the 
undisputed  master  of  the  left  hssA.  of  the  Del  N<Mrte. 

Paredes  was  perhaps  more  deeply  disappointed  dian 
any  of  his  countiymen  at  the  issue  of  the  conffict,  begun 
by  his  orders,*  under  the  signature  of  the  secretary  of  war. 
His  chagrin  was  suddenly  turned  into  anger  a  few  days 
after,  when  a  dispatch  aniyed  from  die  north,  written  by 
Arista,  who  informed  him  that,  '^  the  means  of  subsistence 
for  the  division  being  constuned,  its  energy  paralyzed,  and 
its  artillery  diminished,  while  that  of  the  enemy  had 
been  greatly  increased  in  numb^  and  <ialibre,  to  such  an  , 
extent  that  were  he  to  open  his  fire,  the  city  of  Matamoras 
would  be  instantly  destroyed,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the 
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iMtoaal  and  foreigii  interestBy^-^ke  had  decided  upon 
eraenatiiig  the  plaee  before  he  would  be  compelled  to 
vetife  ivith  dishonor. 

'  •  •  •  ' 

A  eoldier  of  no  inconsiderable  reputation  himself, 
Fferedes  cocdd  not  pardon  the  ^  CSeneral-in-chief,  who,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  statements,  still  preserved  four  thou- 
•Mid  troops  of  the  line,  without  coonting  auxiliaries,'*  the 
enror  he  had  been  gidl^  of  in  leaving  his  position  against 
his  positive  orders,  it  being  of  the  utmost  importance  as  a 
depot  of  arms  and  reinforcements.  The  President,  under 
tiiese  drcamstances,  removed  Arista  from  the  command  of 
the  amy,  and  summoned  him  to  Mexico,  to  answer  for  his 
eondnet  before  a  oourt-martfal,  as  provided  for  by  the 
articles  of  war  in  such  cases. 

On  the  iMi  of  May,  die  American  squadron,  consisting 
of  the  Falmouth,  Adams,  Raritan,  Mississippi  and  Somers 
ships  of  war,  commenced  the  blockade  of  Vera  Cruz,* 
wUIe  Ae  sloop  ot  war  St.  Mary  was  stationed  off  the  port 
of  Tampico.  There  were  several  American  vessels  lying 
udsr  the  guns  ot  San  Juan  de  UUoa  at  die  time,  vdiose 
nuiflleni  were  unaware  of  tiie  hostile  position  of  affairs. 
The  authorities  of  tiie  city  asserted  tiiat  they  should  be 
•eiied  as  lawM  prixes,  being  the  properQr  of  the  enemy; 
as  tiiey  were  about  to  take  possession  of  the  vessels.  Ge- 
neral Nidurias  Bravo,  tiie  oommandant-geheral  of  the  de- 
partment, reAned  to  permit  the  ships  to  be  seized,  saying, 
that  as  they  had  entered  the  harbor  as  peaceful  merchant- 
men, in  good  iUth,  tiiey  should  depart  as  they  had  come. 

Whan  Captain  Gregory,  who  then  commanded  the 
Peel,  heard  of  the  honorable  course  which  had  been  pur- 
sued by  Bravo,  he  instantly  released  several  Mexican  prizes 
wUA  he  had  captured,  and  sent  them  into  port,  witii  a 
letter  to  tlie  Mexican  general,  expressive  of  his  appreda- 
tfon  of  his  magnanimous  eonduot    Bravo  replied,  by 
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^isdalmliii;  nny  title  to  pndse,  inssorabk  m  Wkad 
idbeyel  the  Aotefte^i  of  jnstke,  m^fakh  dewirfi  thai  ywuti 
property  should  always  be  respected,  «RreB  at  a  tine  ef 
J»tlffmf^l  ootlidioiiy  ^kim  tt  is  keM  by  iimooeBt  patties. 
Toward  the  cleee  of  tbe  monli^  CSeattiaodore  fitoat,^MMnh 
oaadiag  {the  American  aquadroii  im  the  Pacifie»  ftnmdif 
declared  the  Uockade  of  MazatianL,  and,  fai  oa^iaioti«a 
"wiA  CSommodore  Stodctoa,  soon  placed  the  vretien  eoMt 
imder  Mriet  sunreiflanee. 

At  this  ioriflds,  when  eveiy  ^bimg  seconed  to  conspire  to 
0v6rwhelin  the  nation  benealb  rapidly  aecimiiii«liiig  nia- 
Ibrtimee^  &e  arcUniiiop  of  Meiaeodepaitod-  Aan  Iht 
ta>ubled  acene.  lie  had .  been  the  main  pillar  of  Ilia 
monarchical  party,  and  his  deatii  v/mm  an  iiMpamhie  lava 
to  that  faction,  whiok  Mvet  Moovered  tMOt  ttuB  -AoA. 
TkiM  prelato  was  hy  no  meana  a  had  ntfany  tfaooi^  «» aria* 
tocrat  and  an  intrigoing  poUtidan;  it  cannot  be  dodbted 
bdt  that  he  had  conadantionsly  beKevad  that  a  goveni* 
imMt  baaed  npott  th^  principlea  wfaieh  he  admeatod  waa 
snare  isitttaUe  to'  the  condition  of  Meidoo  thaa  the  mioeiN 
tain,  weak,  and  ephemersl  afstems  which  had  auccoadad 
eack  other  widi  stieh  rapidiiy  since  Ac  fall  of  itiiibide«* 

Hie  pardsaas  of  Santa  Anna,  ndNiag  tfadl*  atmigth 
with  lihat  of  die  ftderaEsis,  labored  assidn^nsly  toreinstato 
him  in  the  Sections  of  the  people,  falsely  attifllnttiag  to 
his  rival  tiie  evils  which  had  laitely  befliHen  die  repabiic. 
The  poverly  of  the  goyerament  aided  the  machniflrtiona  «f 
the  disconfentod  in  their  eflbrts  to  bMng  aboat  a  revela- 
tion; the  soldiery  receiving  no  pay  became  rautiaoiis,  and 
were  disposed  to  favor  any  dumge  which  w««dd  bring 
them  the  means  of  gratifyiftig  their  iieeBtioaa  appetitoa. 
Fi^hedes,  aware  6f  this,  bad,  is  we  faavie  aaeii,  ansknvaacd, 
but  without  Btjioceas,  to  raise  money,  and  having  Mlpi  ba 
was  ibrced  to  await  i1m  e^cpected  oothnuA^. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30tfa  of  May,  the  battalion  of 
Lafoa,  ^aartoned  in  tbA  ailgr  af  Gandattomra,  Jatt^saad  by 
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m  flveat  immhw  of  tiie  i^pnUuse,  led  on  by  Dott  Jcm  Maria 
Y^uiM,  «df«pMMd  in  a  body  into  the  great  eqaare,  and, 
oheotiag  ^  long  five  &e  fepoblic,*'  ired  upon  the  pakude  of 
Ike  governor.  The  troope  etationiBd  to  gaaid  tbe  building 
aneweftd  by  a  dis^bai^  ^^  artilkiyy  ^vfaich  di|d  aome  ali^ 
liQwy,  and  Sot  a  tame  threw  the  aaaailaata  Into  confiuion; 
tiMy,  howoTer,  aoon  ralUedy  and  having  been  jotned  by 
aome  olber  troopa  renewed  the  aaaanlt ;  the  aoldieni  at  the 
pahioe  nowrefbaed  to  fire,  feaiAil  of  hurting  the  ftiendb 
whom  thqr  had  reeognised  among  the  mi^«  A  aquadron 
oC  eavalry  waa  then  ordered  to  charge  th^  inaorgentBy  and 
a  akirttirfnag  ight  enaoed  between  Aem^  which  continued 
finr  aome  time  wtthont  reanlting  in  any  great  jadvantaga 
i^n  either  aide*  Evening  fbnnd  the  briligeranta  in  tUa 
poiition,  both  partiea  retiring  to  make  praparationir  for  a 
dociaive  notion  on  the  following  diqr. 

k  being  evident  that  the  diaaffecftion  waa  afanoat  nni« 
vomal  among  tha-eitiaent  and  aoldiery.  General  fVanciflao 
Daqae  propoeed  a  parley,  i^oh  being  granted,  oommia* 
alonera  weia  appoiirted  to  doeide  upon  the  anbjecta  in 
diapnta.  A  oonvention  waa  drawn  up  and  signed  by  the 
leaden  on  both  aidaa,  atipnlating  that  Doque  and  the  oft* 
ami  under  bia  oommand  ahonld  leave  Guadalaxara  by  tha 
Md,  and  evaenating  the  department  of  Jalisco^  maroh  to 
the  capital  by  a  apeoified  routo.  Hie  govemmaat  troopii 
weakenad  by  dea^rtion,  and  upholding  a  bad  oauae,  were 
oon^ielled  to  accept  of  the  conditiona  dictated  by  dko 
people  and  mitttary  chiefii. 

•  The  fiiot  net  of  the  anoaeaaftd  party  waa  to  iaaue  a  pro« 
nunciamento  againat  the  dominant  power,  and  a  plan  for 
tlto  regeneration  of  tha  republic;  tUe  pveamble  of  which 
proleatod  alrongiy  againft  the  design  of  erecting  Meidoo 
into  a  aMmordiy  and  placing  a  foreign  prince  upon  the 
throne.  It  also  denounced  the  law  of  the  convocation,  and 
tte€oagveta  about  to  asaemble, aa  ariatocratfcand  oppcaed 
to  the  national  feeUnga,  tbe  great  maas  of  &e  peo|de  not 
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beiiog  Mpleaeated  tbereiii.  IIib  plan  thm  dedwed  that  a 
new  Coagresa  aboold  be  oonvened,  to  be  compoaed  of  dapu- 
ties  elected  aoeofding  to  the  electoral  lawa  of  1824;  who 
ahall  meet  wilhin  four  months  after  the  repizblioan  army 
has  gained  possession  of  the  cafutal;  tibe  CSongress  to 
adopt  aconntitatioQ  £rom  which  the  monarchical  principle 
was  to  be  excluded;  the  existence  of  the  liberating  arni^ 
was  guaranteed  under  all  circumstances.  The  sixth 
article  of  the  plan  declared  that  JDon  Antonio  Lopei  do 
Santa  Anna  was  the  founder  of  the  Mexican  republic,  and 
whatever  may  have  been  his  errors,  he  had  ever  been  te 
powerful  ohamjHon,  in  spite  of  the  European  nations  and 
the  instigations  of  perverse  Mexicans ;  that  he  had  <^ 
posed  himself  to  the  usurpations  of  the  Americans,  and 
that  the  troops  assembled  at  Guadalaxara  proclaimed 
as  the  chief  of  the  patriotic. movement.  The  seventh 
tide  proposed  to  appropriate  one-fourth  of  the  revenues 
of  every  department  to  the  use  of  the  forces  then  engaged 
in  the  war  with  the  United  States. 

A  provisional. government  was  then  organised,  the  ofll- 
eers  of  which  were  sworn  to  sustain  the  republican  prin- 
c^les,  and  to  repel  the  invasion  from  the  north.  The 
whole  of  the  western  and  southern  porti<Mis  of  the  country 
were  arrayed  against  the  authority  of  Paredes,  the  insur* 
gents  under  Alvarez  and  his  friends  openly  defying  the 
attempts  of  General  Rea,  who  had  been  sent  to  quell  the 
revolt.  The  latter,  though  he  repeatedly,  urged  the  neces- 
sity of  being  reinforced,  and  furnished  with  supplies,  was 
left  to  cany  on  his  military  operations  as  he  could  under 
these  disadvantageous  circumstances. 

On  the  first  day  of  June,  1846,  the  Congress  which  had 
l>een  summoned  by  the  President  ad  interim  assembled  at 
the  national  palace,  and  was  opened  by  Paredes  in  Ab 
usual  mode*  In  his  message  to  the  deputies,  he  displayed 
to  them  with  comniendable  candor  the  actual  condition  of 
the  republic;— torn  by  faction,  destitute  of  meanq,  and 
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fttgagad  witk  a  foreigii.  Mietty  wboM  fleets  bloekaded 
eveiy  harbor  on  hoih  seas,  end  whose  -victorioiui  troops 
were  already  masters  of  the  northern  ftontier.  He  repu- 
diated the  dootriaes  generally  ascribed  to  him,  and  asserted 
his  determination  to  support  the  representative,  popular, 
and  republican  system.  In. regard  to  the  war  witiii  the 
States,  he  said  that  he  had  '^  found  himself  compelled,  on 
the  21st  of  March,  to  declare  solemnly  that  peace  not  be^ 
ing  compatible  with  the  maintenance  of  the  rig^  and 
independence  of  the  nation,  its  territory  should  be  defSnid- 
ed,  until  the  national  Congress  should* (while  we  were 
engaged  in  the  conflict)  determine  to  declare  war  against 
the  United  States.  After  having  assembled  more  than 
five  thousand  men  on  the  frontier,  I  directed  the  general- 
in-chief  of  our  division  to  attadc  the  enemy,  and  he  resolved 
to  cross  the  river,  taking  a  position  between  St  Isabel  and 
the  fortified  point  of  Paso  Real."*  Paredes  closed  his 
address  by  calling  upon  the  deputies  to  aid  him  in  the  pa-^ 
triotic  efibrt  to  restcHre  the  public  tranquillity,  develope  the 
immense  resources  of  the  nation,  and  to  drive  back  the 
invading  foe. 

The  legislative  body,  unfortunately,  did  not  possess  the 
Qonfidence  of  the  people ;  and  as  each  day  lurought  the 
news  of  some  fresh  outbreak  in  favor  of  Santa  Anna,  and 
the  constitution  of  1824,  they  felt  themselves  unequal  to 
the  task  of  freeing  the .  country  irom  so  many  dangers* 
Their  deliberations  were,  therefore,  oharacterized  by  more 
than  the  usual  degree  of  procrastination,  inefficiency,  and 
vacillation,  which  has  so  long  distinguished  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Mexican  senate.  Of  the  hundred  members 
composing  the  assembly,  there  was  scarcely  one  who  was 
not  devoted  to  the  administration  and  ready  to  obey  its 
demands,  regardless  of  the  wishes  of  the  nation.  They 
were  Paruk^  men,  and  not  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
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|de,  ttpM  whom  tbey  soing^t  to  teM  m  ayvtwi  of  gvvsm- 
ment  m  diateitoful  ss  it  w«i  uniMcemflty. 

Andcipadog  tbe  dowftfall  of  tbe  Ezeeatiye,  hnrbe,  tiie 
mimetcr  irf*  tke  treasury,  and  Tomel,  the  eecretaiy  of  war 
jMid  narine,  had  shortly  before  iwigned  their  offieee ;  the 
latter  having  preTiouBly  bee&  in  dose  oonrespondence  with 
fianta  Aaaa,  prepared  to  array  hims^  under  his  ancient 
ftiendy  albeit  he  had  00  lately  served  his  deadliest  enemy. 
Baredet  lost  fay  tibeir  desertion  two  of  his  best  oonneilkrt, 
at  A  erisin  when  he  eonkl  iH  spue  them.  On  the  IBh  of 
ihme,  an  election  was  held  by  the  chambers  f<Hr  exeeatrre 
oAoers,  and  Paredes  and  Bravo  were  diiosen  to  the  re* 
qMnsiUe  stations  of  F^resident  and  Vice-President,  dignities 
which  were  hoorly  becoming  moie  laborious  and  uncertain. 
The  deputies  were  unable  to  furnish  the  meims  essenttnl 
fta  the  existence  of  the  administration,  though  Aey  were 
dbpooed  to  confirm  its  decrees,  however  ui\just  or  despotic ; 
a  course  wliich  hastened  the  fall  of  their  leader,  and  their 
own  dissolution  as  tbe  supreme  legislative  power  of  the 
republic 

To  add  to  the  sufierings  of  the  nation,  intelligence  vras 
brought  to  Ihe  ca{Htal  of  dreadfol  ravages  made  upon  the 
frontiers  of  Durango,  Coahuila,  and  Chihuahua,  by  the 
savage  Camanches,  Apacheras,  and  other  barbarous  tribes, 
who  had  seiced  the  period  of  universal  calamity  to  perpe* 
trate  the  most  berrihle  deeds  upon  the  lives  and  i»operty 
of  distant  and  unprotected  communities.  The  government 
ooaldi  of  eoorsoi  affi»d  than  no  protection. 
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GsmBEAL  TATLQft'i  sneoeufiil  operatiom  on  the  Del 
Norte. had  <»eated  a  moet  lively  aao^atioa  ammg  all 
daasea  of  hiis  countrymen,  who  tally  appveeiated  the  abi* 
hty  of  the  victoiioiia  commander,  and  the  gallantly  9f  his 
offieen  and  men.  On  the  lith  dajr  of  May,  184A,  the 
i^esident  of  the  American  Unii>n  had  announced  in  m 
message  to  Couf^resB,  that  hostilitiet  had  been  coramenQed 
by  Mexieo,  the  trcMips  of  that  power  having  passed  the 
jboondaiy  of  the  States,  and '<  shed  American  bbod  npoa 
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American  toil."  On  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  Oongresa 
declared  as  follows :  ^  Whereas,  by  the  act  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Mexico  a  state  of  war  exists  between  that  goverl^ 
ment  and  the  United  States;"  and  in  order  that  the  contest 
might  be  brought  to  a  speedy  and  triumphant  close,  the 
President  was  authorized  to  accept  without  delay  of  the 
services  of  fifty  thousand  volunteers,  and  ten  millions  of 
dollars  were  placed  at  his  disposal  to  carry  the  above  into 
ejfect.  Troops  were  accordingly  mustered  in  all  parts  of 
the  confederacy;  and  sudi  was  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
people,  particularly  in  the  south  and  west,  that  a  force  of 
three  hundred  thousand  men  presented  themselves  for  im« 
mediate  service  within  thirty  days.  To  the  great  disap* 
pointment  of  these  patriotic  citizens,  but  a  small  number 
of  regiments  were  enrolled  into  the  service. 

In  the  early  part  of  June,  the  army  on  the  Rio  Grande 
having  been  increased  to  eight  thousand  men,  the  General 
dispatched  a  division  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wilson  up 
the  river  to  Uike  possession  of  the  town  of  Reinosa,  a 
movement  which  was  efiected  without  opposition,  the  re- 
treat of  Arista  having  left  the  frontier  entirely  exposed. 
It  was  evidently  not  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  risk 
another  battle  this  side  of  Monterey,  to  which  city  he  had 
retired,  marching  slowly,  his  artilleiy  being  drawn  by  oxen 
and  his  ammunition  conveyed  in  carts.  Beyond  Reinosa 
were  the  towns  of  Camargo,  Mier,  and  Revilla,  which  sub- 
sequently surrendered  without  a  blow.  Camargo  was  the 
point  selected  as  a  depot  of  supplies,  which  were  f(N> 
wcurded  there  as  soon  as  the  steamboats  neoessaiy  for 
their  transportation  could  be  procured. 

While  engaged  in  preparing  to  follow  the  Mexicans, 
the  commander-in-diief  received  a  communication  from 
the  war  department,  dated  4th  of  June,  directing  him  to 
distribute  a  proclamation,  which  had  been  dravim  up  by 
the  government,  among  the  people  of  Mexico.  Tlie  Gene- 
rals Ampudia  and  Arista  had  issued  several  invitations  to 
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the  AfiMrican  tnxqpi  to  deiert  uie  Mrnoe  of  the ' 
tioiUy  OYerbeari&gf.and  inflolent"  people  of  the  north,  who 
made  lise  oi  thein»  as  **  Tile  took  to  cany  on  their  afooncd- 
nable  platne  of  pillage  and  rapine."  Those  who  would 
abandon  their  colors  were  offei^  three  hundred  and 
.  twenty  acres  of  land.*  Several  Gernum  and  Irish  soldiersi 
who  entertaiued  no  veiy  strong  affeotion  for  their  adopted 
country^  seduced  by  the  flattering  allurements  held  out  to 
them  by  the  enemy,  had  deserted  before  the  retreat  of  the 
Ifiexican  forces ;  some  of  these  villains  were  shot  by  the 
eamp^gnard  as  they  were  swimnnng  the  river ;  those  who 
reached  the  opposite  bank  bitterly  repented  of  the  folly 
whidi  had  caused  them  to  listen  to  the  promises  of  Arista. 
The  proclamation  whicb  General  Taylor  caused  to  bq 
circulated  was  of  an  entirely  diflTerent  character,  and  illus^ 
ta4es  the  great  and  widely  maiked  peculiarities  of  tiie 
two  nations.  The  republic,  after  recalling  to  the  Mexkane 
the  evils  they  had.  endur^  from  the  iron  rule  of  military 
tyrants,  solemnly  pledged  herself  to  respect  the  lives,  re- 
gion, and  property  of  those  who  did  not  appear  in  anna, 
or  oppose  the  march  of  the  invading  army,  a  pledge  which 
has  been  sacredly  observed  during  the  coutinuanoe  of  th^ 
atmgi^  thus  iisr ;  and  never  since  the  hour  Mais  kindled 
the  fire-brands  of  war,  and  unloosed  his  bloed-hounds  td 
rscvage  peaceful  realms,  have  hostilities  been  c<ttdncted 
upon  such  truly  Christian  principles.  Not  one  deed  of 
rapine,  not  one  act  of  wanton  crudty,  has  sullied  thip  vie* 
toffies,  or  detracted  firom  the  glory  of  the  triumphs  which 
have  crowned  the  American  arms.  On  the  contraiy,  the 
invasion  has  been  to  northmn  Mexico  a  blessed  visitation; 
their  own  miUtaryddefs  havebeen  driven  into  the  interior, 
the  people  are  protected  in  their  rightsi  the  supplies  they 
furnish  to  the  victors  are  paid  for,  and  peace,  order,  and 
{be  supreme^  of  the  law,  has  been  maintained  in  every 
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vilUwe,  tovnr  aad  eitf ,  abtve  ivfctdi  &»  flag  of  Ai»  Statai 
iRwres  its  ibUi.  Thb  lummae  pofioy  bas  bem  peiBevwod 
in,.  Bolwithtftaiidiiig  the  Many  provaeatUNU  wUeh  have 
beaa  reeeiTed,  and  which  wimld  have  long  ainoe  jnatifled 
a  jresttrt  to  tke  b^w  af  retbfiation.  Hnariredb  of  Aameana 
have  perbhad  nnder.  Ae  kaiie  of  tho  midnight  asBaann, 
and  many  a  Biatilated  corpue  lies  moiridering  in  thedepdis 
<^  the  diaf  paral  wfaidi  Haea  the  read  from  Point  laahd,  to 
SahiUo. 

The  government  of  die  United  States  having  reeeiTed 
indnlntafale  evidenee  of  die  determination,  of  the  Mexieaaa 
of  all  raahi  and  parties  to  oontinne  the  contest,  legaidiess 
of  all  Goaaeqiiencesy  vigoroosly  set  to  work  to  "  conqaer  a 
peaoe,'*— a  difficult  ex)>eriiiieaty  but  not  iDiiH*aeticahIe;  in 
fact,  the  events  of  the  last  year  haxre  proved  this  to  be  die 
only  mode  of  bringing  the  enemy  to  ttieir  senses^  It  vrae 
pnopesed  to  invade  the  interior  of  Mexico  at  thvse  diflS»ent 
p^ntB  at  the  same  time;  die  main  avmy,  under  Taylor,  to 
feUow  die  route  to  Monterey,  SaltiUo  and  San  Lois  Poteei; 
the  second  division,  commanded  by  Erigadier-Generdi 
yfook,  was  ofdmed  to  rendezvous  at  Bexar,  and  fiEom 
thence  inarch  upon  CSiihoahna ;  fina&y ,  the  third,  which 
was  to  be  conqposed  of  a  smaller  fiwce,  was  mnstored  al 
Fort  Lsavenwdth,  and  was  to  cross  the  plains  and  take 
possession  of  Santa  Fe,  of  New  Mexieo.  Bf  adopting  thia 
plan,  it  was  j»esamed  that  the  war  wonld  be  Inaouglit  to  a 
speedy  coi|clnBion,  as  the  MexLcans  would  be  compelled  to 
raise,  organize,  and  equip,  three  separate  annies  of  con- 
siderable  strength,  which  was  known  tb  be  utterly  impoa* 
siUe  in  die  dien  eidiansted  oendbion  of  dieir  treasury. 

Colonel  Kearney,  who  was  the  commander  of  the  Santa 
Fe  eiqiedidon,  beg^  his  match  in  June^  at  the  head  of  two 
dMmsand  seven  hundred  men,  cavaliy,  infiuitry,  and  attU* 
lay,  a  part  of  whom  were  Missonri  vohmteeni,  aocnstoned 
touseof  die  rifle,  and  the  adventurous  life  of  backwoodsmen. 
There  was  also  under  his  oipders  »  battalion  of  Mormons^ 
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w)m  wave  .fthenl  aioirmf  in  a  body  to  tbo  akwoB  of'tbo 
Pacifis  in  search  of  a  kame^  "virhare  d^ir  snpenrtiliaas  aad 
kflvetical  weUgLaas  opinfatat  would  be  allowed  to  flomidft 
in  t&eir  laxoriant  wildnenk 

Wkile  tliese  preparathma  for  Ae  inTasion  of  Madoo 
w«re  in  rapid  progreaa,  the  people  and  government  of  thaik 
oonntrf  were  arrayed  in  deadly  lioatility  to  eaeh  other. 
Paredea  had  met  with  ibme  sli|^t  tfoeoeee  against  tiio 
pavtiaane  of  Santa  Anna;  the  troops  h^  had  sent  into 
JaKsoo  hoTing  checked  the  adfanee  of  the  vebelsy  and 
driven  them  with  loss  badi:  to  Gnadalazara,  which  thegp 
had^  however,  fortified-,  andhdd  possessiott  et  with  A  for* 
■idahle  fme.  Alvarez  had  taken  all  the  principal  citiea 
OK  the  western  coaat,  the  insnneetion  spreading  in  eveqp 
dfareotion  nntfl  hot  a  small  portion  ctftiie  repnhlw  reoMined 
ia  allegiance  to  the  adninistratiim. 

k  was  the  desire  of  Paredes  that  he  wonld  be  penaitiedi 
la  take  conmaod  of  the  army  of  tho  north  ia  person,  thai 
he  might  jntive  to  the  n  ation  his  devotion  to  thdr  interosia. 
Ke  friends  woidd  not  allow  him  to  leave  the  eapilal, 
knowing  diat  the  opporing  ihctions  wonld  seise  tliat  nn^ 

nt  to  overthrew  hia  dynasty,  and  cmisummate  thdr 
;  the  members  of  his  cabinet  tendered  their  retfig»» 
naliona,  when  he  announced  his  dtoterminatiDn  of  settiag 
ettt  for  IMbnterey.  Under  these  eireunwtanees,  the  IVeM" 
dent  was  compelled  to  remain  at  the  capital.  Congfoss 
oontimied,  in  the  mean  time,  to  hold  its  sessions  tnaa, 
week  to  week,  and,  although  Qiany  measores  had  boa» 
proposed  for  the  relief  of  the  ceantry,  bat  httlo  was  dona, 
the  want  of  money  stifling  every  scheme  at  its  birth» 
Two  months  had  been  consumed  in  useless  debate,  when 
a  sudden  dumge  took  place  which  abroptiy  closed  their 
deliberations. 

The  revolutionisti  did  not  neglect  the  opportaniljf 
^brded  fliem  by  the  inefficiency  of  the  government  to 
advance  their  cause ',.  tfiey  had  j;ained-  over  the  populace 


} 


BM  FROmOIGIAMEirro  at  TBRA  OBDZi 

of  the  citjr— -ever  ready  for  revolt-^and  a  part  of  the  troc^ 
•tattoned  lliere  for  the  protection  of  govenunent.  In  the 
early  part  of  Augvuiti  eveiy  thing  being  arranged,  die 
storm  burst  forth,  and  swept  the  aristocratic  faction  ftom 
power,  leaving  not  a  wreck  behind.  On  the  8d  of  Angoaty 
intelligence  was  received  at  the  capital^  that  the  city  of 
Ve)ra  Cruz  had  declared  in  favor  of  Santa  Anna  on  the 
81st  of  the  preceding  month,  and  had  invited  the  illus- 
trious exile  to  retom  to  his  native  land.  This  information 
ereated  a  great  excitement ;  Paredes  and  Bravo  made  a 
gallant  effoii;  to  sustain  themselves,  but  it  was  too  late. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  Generals  Juan  Morales  and 
Jose  Mariano  de  Salas,  in  conjunction  with  Gomez  Farias 
and  the  other  leaders  of  their  party,  raised  the  tricolor  and 
issued  a  pronunciamento  in  favor  of  the  republican  federal 
system.  The  movement  was  eminiently  snceesrful ;  die 
revolutionists  occupied  tiie  dtadel  of  Mexico,  and  were 
sustained  by  the  greater  part  of  the  troops,  but  a  small 
nnmber  of  whom  remained  faithful  to  Paredes  and  Bravo« 
Any  attempt  to  contest  the  supremacy  against  such  supe- 
rior numbers  would  have  been  madness ;  the  President  sooa 
aiker  left  the  city,  escorted  by  a  squadron  of  lancers,  and 
took  the  road  to  Queretaro. 

Owing  to  the  respect  entertained  for  the  character  sod 
services  of  General  K^avo,  the  Tice-P^resident,  he  was 
unmolested,  and  remained  at  the  capital.  The  laws  en*' 
acted  by  the  C!ongress  were  declared  null  by  the  new 
authorities,  and  that  body  was  dissolved  without  delay.* 
All  Mexicans  who  had  been  exiled,  and  especially  Don 
Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  ^*  the  well-deserving  of  his 
country,*'  were  invited  to  return ;  the  latter  personage  was 
solicited  to  take  command  of  the  armies  of  the  republic* 
A  new  Congress  was  to  be  siunmoned  immediately,  to 
meet  within  four  months,  the  members  to  be  elected  ao- 
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eorAng  to  tke  laws  of  1824;  any  oae  ^o  obouU  attempt 
to  retaM  the  election  of  repreeentaliyeB,  to  dissolye  ikhi 
log^latlye  hodj^  or  to  snspend  its  sessionfl,  waa  declared 
to  be  a  traitor  to  the  nation.  Salas  and  his  associates 
farther  announced  in  their  plan  for  the  regeneration  of  the 
republic ;  that  the  monavehical  principle  should  be  exdud- 
ed  from  the  ftitnre  form  of  geyemment^  and  that  the  honor, 
rights,  and-  independence  of  the  people  should  be  main- 
tained.  On  the  7th,  GSeneral  Salas  assumed  the  sufMreme 
command,  which  he  exercised  wiA  moderation  and  a  due 
regard  to  the  interests  of  his  oountiymen.  On  the  16th  of 
August,  die  steamer  Arab  sailed  into  the  harbor  of  Y^a. 
Gruz,  haying  on  board  the  person  and  suite  of  the  lat6- 
ezile,  his  excelltticy,  General  Santa  Anna.  Orders  had 
been  issued  as  early  as  the  18th  of  May,  by  the  Bxecutiyei. 
to  the  commander  of  the  blodadihg  fleet,  ^'  not  to  obstruct 
the  passage  of  Santa  Anna  to  Mexico,  should  he  attempt 
to  return  f  he  had,  therefore,  been  allowed  to  pass  without 
molestation. 

The  reasons  for  which  this  singular  order  was  giyen,, 
are  stated  1^  the  President  to  haye  been  based  upon  the 
belief^  that  the  return  of  the  exile  would  breed  *'  intestine* 
dlyisions"  among  the  Mexicans,  and  that,  weakened  by 
the  contests  of  riyal  factions,  whoeyer  triumphed,in  the^ 
end  both  parties  would  be  disposed  to  restore  and  preserye* 
peace  with  the  States,*  A  most  fatal  error  it  yiras,  to  thus-* 
sanction  the  return  of  periiaps  the  only  man  in  all  Mexico,, 
who  was  capable  of  uniting  the  yarious  parties,  deyelop- 
ing  the  resources  of  the  country,  or  of  organizing  and 
maintaining  a  powerful  army.  A  better  mode  of  indefi- 
nitely prokniging  the  yirar  could  not  haye  been  suggested 
by  the  demon  of  discord  himself.  Santa  Anna  was  receiyed 
with  the  liyeliest  enthusiasm  by  the  Vera  Chizans. — 
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flahilM  of  artillery,  t^  roDlng  of  dnsuBMs  i^d  Iber  levl 
diboutB  of  the  people  ^welcomed  him  m  he  touched  tlM 
«hore,  fiom  which,  lix  years  before,  he  had  drivea  the  ye* 
treating  French ;  thie  was  reeaUed  to  his  niad  now,  and 
he  feh  that  fortane  had  returned  to  his  side# 

Soon  after  lan<fing,  Santa  Anna  issued  a  raanifiBsto,  in 
which  he  congratcdated  the  nation  upon  the  result  of  the 
late  revolution,  and  the  prospect  of  a  condnaanee  of  ti^ 
blessings  of  independence  and  liberty ;  his  remarks  en  the 
existing  war  were  netdier  Tiolently  expreased  nor  eon* 
oeired  in  an  ungenerous  spirit.  On  the  18th  -dn^  Ceacral 
left  for  his  hacienda  of  Encerro,  where  he  was  met  by  a 
deputation  trom  the  govemoient,  officially  intemftng  him 
of  the  desire  of  die  nation  that  he  wogld  assume  the  si»- 
preme  authority  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  the  mean  time,  Paredes,  who  had  fled  fiom  the 
capital  widi  a  party  of  ffity  lancen,  was  eaptored  on  the 
ftth  by  a  strong  body  of  cavalry  which  had  been  sent  ia 
pursuit  of  him;  he  made  no  resistance,  and  was  cosveyed 
back  to  the  city.  He  was  treated  with  the  greatest  cour- 
tesy by  Salas  and  his  friends,  and  after  beiag  confined 
some  days  there,  was  sent  to  the  castle  of  Perote,  as  a  pri- 
soner, to  await  the  sentence  of  his  rival.  The  two  duels 
approached  the  lofty  mountains  whidi  wall  in  the  valley 
•of  Anahuac,  by  a  strange  cmncidenee,  at  tiie  same  ■lOHieiit, 
iii  opposite  directions,  and  with  far  difi!erent  pfospeets; 
•one  was  returning  from  exile,  the  envied  idol  of  the  pee- 
pie,  the  other  was  on  his  way  to  a  gloomy  prison,  perhaps 
(to  fill  a  grave  already  prepared  by  his  victorious  enemy. 

General  Almonte  and  the  Senor  Rejon  arrived  at  die 
(Capital  in  the  latter  part  of  August,  and  were  immediately 
:appointed  to  o&ce ;  the  former  as  secretaiy  of  war  and 
inarine,  the  latter  as  minister  of  foreign  relstionB.  The 
whole  of  Mexico  had  by  this  time  given  in  its  adhesion  te 
the  new  government ;  even  Yucatan  had  pronounced  for 
Santa  Anna  and  the  federal  system. 
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On  Sanday,  Ae  IMh  <»f  Angtist^  Gcmttal  Keamej^itf 
Adrftnee  insetted  the  tcywn  of  Saii  Miguel, »  few  miles  from 
8aata  Fe,  after  « tmlsome  march  over  the  plains  of'neariy 
mne  faondred  miles.*  The  alcalde  and  people  of  the  vil- 
lage were  immediate^  summoned  to  the  presence  of  the 
American  commander,  who  addressed  them  as  friendi, 
informing  them  he  came,  by  the  order  of  the  goremment 
of  the  United  States,  to  take  possession  of  New  Mexico^ 
and  to  extend  its  laws  OTcrfthem;  that  he  had  a  large 
force  with  him,  and  that  another  army  wonld  soon-  pass 
through  their  village;  he  added,  that  they  were  absolved 
fltMn  aB  allegiance  to  Dbn  Manuel  Arm^jo,  the  former^ 
governor  of  the  province,  and  that  they  were  now  imder 
flie  protection  of  the  United  States.  The  alcalde  was  then: 
requested  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  preacribed  in  sitclr 
eases.  That  ftmctionary,  however,  demurred,  desiring  to  be 
excused  nntil  the  capital  had  acknowledged  the  sovereignty 
of  the  States;  he  finally  consented,  provided  his  religiott 
was  protected.  The  General  assuring  him  that  it  should 
be,  he  readily  took  the  following  oath,  administered  to  him 
hi  presence  of  the  people  I^  die  former :  ''  You  swear  that 
you  win  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States  of  America ;  and  that  you  will  defend  her 
against  all  her  enemies  and  opposers,  in  the  name  of  ike 
Father,  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  Amen."  After  this 
ceremony,  the  alcalde  was  confirmed  in  his  offioe,  and  the 
inhabitants  charged  ta  obey  him  as  heretofore.  The  village 
padre  tiien  invited  the  general  and  his  staff  to  his  house, 
where  they  pculook  of  refireshments,  and  finally  parted 
on  the  best  of  terms. 

YatiouB  rumors  had  been  conveyed  to  Kearney,  as  he 
was  advancing  of  strong  bodies  of  horse,  foot,  and  artillery, 


*  It  WM  performed  in  fifty  days. 

f  This  accoant  of  Kearney's  eipeditioa  is  mkea  fnm.  the  journal  of 
an  flAoer  under  his  oiommand* 
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that  were  muBtoring  to  dispute  hia  progreM;  as  he  ap- 
proached the  city  of  Santa  Fe^  it  became  evident  that  there 
would  be  no  defence  made  of.  the  territory.  On  the  17th, 
the  picket  guard  took  a  son  of  Captain  Salasar  prisoner — 
the  monster  whose  cruel^  has  been  referred  to  in  the  ac- 
count given  of. the  disastrous  Texan  expedition.  The 
youth  stated  that  the  governor  had  fled,  his  men  had  dia- 
persed,  and  the  road  was  open.  The  fact  was,  that  Armijo 
was  too  shrewd  and  selfish  a  personage  to  risk  an  engage- 
ment, although  he  had  collected  a  strong  force,  which  had 
been  posted  in  a  narrow  pass,  defbnded  by  several  pieces 
of  cannon.  On  the  evening  of  the  18th  of  August,  the 
General  ei^tered  the  city  of  Santa  Fe,  and  dismounting  with 
his  escort,  was  received  by  the  authorities  and  conducted 
into  the  public  hall.  He  there  informed  them  of  his  inten- 
tion to  occupy  the  country,  and  assured  them  of  safety  and 
protection  in,  their  liberty,  religion,  aud  property.  While 
he  was  yet,  speaking,  the  roar  of  artillery  was  heard,  and 
the  flag  of  tlbe  Union  flung  its  folds  over  the  capital  of  New 
Mexico. 

On  the  19th,  General  Kearney,  who  occupied  Armyo's 
palacio,  addressed  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  sur- 
rounding country,  who  had  assembled  for  the  purpose  of 
hearing  him  speak.  He  repeated  to  them  the  olgeot  of 
his  invasion  of  the  territory,  giving  them  positive  assur- 
ances of  protection  in  all  things.  Many  families  of  the 
better  sort  had  fled  at  the  approach  of  the  Americans;  these 
he  requested  their  friends  to  bring  back,  and  to  say  to  them 
that  they  would  live  more  safely  under  his  administration 
than  they  had  ever  done  before.  He  concluded  by  for- 
mally absolving  them  from  their  allegiance  to  Mexico,  and 
claimed  them  as  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  acting 
governor  and  municipal  authorities  then  took  the  pre- 
scribed oath,  and  the  people  exclaimed  with  a  simulta- 
neous shout,  ^<  Viva  la  General  f 


xBAsmnre  uAXxm  to  caufornia.  880 

The  governor  ttl  interim  tlien  addreseed  his  coontrymen 
ai  follows : 

~  JaioL  Baptist  Vigilv  poiitieal  and  nnlitaay  gOTomor  pro  tem.f 
of  ihe  department  of  New  Mexico,  to  the  mhahitanls  o(  Santa  Fe, 
the  eapitid  thereof  [greeting:  It  having  been  out  of  my  power  by  afl 
tte  oaeans  I  could  pot  in  praetioe,  tbcalm  the  fears  impressed  on  die 
people  by  the  desertion  of  Qenenl  Don  Mannel  ArmQo  and  his 
soldiersv  and  what  was  most  fnghtfol,  he  hariog  made  them  ooneeive 
on  the  ^proach  of  the  nulitary. forces  of  the  goTemmentof  the 
United  States  of  North  Ameiica  to  the  cif)ital«  that  said  foxoes  were 
composed  of  cruel  and  sanguinary  sarsges,  upon  which  many  br 
milies  left  their  homes  to  hide  themselves  in  the  desert— believing 
that  no  security,  no  protection  to  their  lives  or  property,  was  to  bo 
expected  from  the  commander  of  said  forces.  In  order  to  quiet  these 
fears,  I  have  thought  it  convenient  and  necessary  to  cause  to  be  set 
up  hi  the  most  public  places,  the  proclamation  of  the  chief  of  said 
forces,  of  which  the  following  is  the  tenor/' 

He  then  read  the  manifesto  in  the  Spanish  ]an{;aage 
which  had  been  issned  by  the  Ge^neral;  theuuitruiaeat  will 
be  found  at  the  close  of  this  work.*  A  provisional  govern- 
ment was  subsequently  organized  at  Santa  Fe,  of  whioh 
Mr.  Bent,  an  American  well  acquainted  with  the  peculiar- 
ities of  the  people  of  that  remote  region,  was  appointed 
the  ExecutiYe. 

General  Kearney  having  received  the  expected  rein- 
forcements, soon  after  left  for  California  with  a  detachment 
of  one  hundred  men.  The  Mormon  battalion,  oonsistinc 
of  five  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  CookOi 
also  marched  for  the  same  point;  advancing  through  the 
province  of  Sonora,  to  Las  Playas,  and  San  Bernardino, 
they  reached  the  banks  of  the  Rio  San  Pedro,  and  followed 
that  river  ]to  the  sea  of  Cortes,  and  thence  proceeded  up 
the  coast  to  the  capital  of  Califomia,  which  had  been  in 
possession  of  the  Americans  several  months. 
On  the  6th  of  July,  1846,  Commodore  Sloat  had  hoisted 

'     •  8se  AppedUiB,  X  Vm. 
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the  flag  of  the  United  Stateid  tm  the  walk  of  Mcmterey,  and 
announced  to  the  inhabitantB  of  the  country  that,  tMum^ 
he  eame  in  aroiBi  with  a  powerfiil  force,  he  did  not  come 
^  an  enemy,  bat  as  "  their  be^t  firiiond/'  a«  Aencefiirth 
California  would  belong  to  the  filales,  and  her  people 
would  eiyoy  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  the  dtizeiis 
of  any  odier  portion  of  that  repdblie.* 

On  the  l#th  of  August,  Commodore  Stockton  declared 
all  the  ports  of  Mexico  south  of  San  Diego  to  be  in  a 
state  of  vigorous  blockade,  which  was  to  be  absolute,  ex- 
cept to  armed  Vessels  of  neutrals. 

About  the  middle  of  August,  the  several  carps  Sarmee 
under  the  command  of  Genera^  Taylor  were  conc^itrated 
at  Camargo.  His  troops,  part  of  whom  were  volunteers, 
consisted  of  eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty  men, 
a  portion  of  whom  were  cavalry »t    On  the  20th  of  thai 

*  See  Appendix,  XIX. 

f  Tke  Mny  ^st  Msieked  ea  Moiitecey  wet  ee  followe  t 

BUTUNI**  Dineioii* 
M  WfinienJ  Ohio  volimteara^-^ol.  Mitohell  )  H3„„»g  Brlnde  \  *^ 
\%\      do,      Kentucky  do.         Col.  OiiABby )  ^       <  d40 

let  do.  Tennessee  tioope— CoL  Cami*ell  j  ^^  ^^  e  540 
Mississippi  Yolnnteers — Col.  Davis  >  Brimde  *    i       ^^ 

Bsltimoie  battalion— Watson  (total,  9710)  )        '^        (       400 

WOKTR'S  DIYISIOV. 

Col.  P.  Smith's  regiment  of  regfular  troops.. , 500 

Parts  of  6tfa  and  other  infantry  regiments  and  dragoons 1060 

Two  eompanies,  McCallooh'a  and  Gillespie's  Texas  rangen 100 

(TotsI,  1700.) 

Twiae's  DiTiBioir. 

Texas  monntad  men— Col.  Hays' 500 

l|by'a  diagoons-i-4  companies. « 960 

Ridg^ly  imd  Danean's  flying  artillery.. ••.••^•. •»«•... 100 

Webster's  artillery  (a  10  inch  mortar). »..*• •...•  60 

l^arts  of  fevera]  infantry  regiments  and  of  artillery  armed  as  in- 
fantry—(Total,  3330).. 1330 

Total,  in  alU^f  •**fM» «•* • 6640 
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month,  Genwal  Worth  began  his  march  toward  the  city  of 
Monterey,  the  capital  of  the  department  of  Nueva  Leon. 
His  division,  compoBed  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty  regulars,  and  two  companies  of  Texas  rangers,  two 
hundred  and  twenty  in  number,  reached  Gerralvo,  sevealy 
miles  £stant,on  the  2bih^  and  encamped  beyond  the  towi^ 
having  encountered  no  obstructions,  nor  a  sin^e  hostile 
party  upon  the  route.  Butler's  and  Twigg's  divisions  fol- 
lowed shortly  ^fter;  and  on  the  5th  of  September  the 
general-in-chief  left  Camargo  to  join  the  army  which  had 
preceded  him,  leaving  the  tovtm  garrisoned  with  a  ibrco-of 
two  thoiisand  one  hundred  nuen,  which  reduced  the  number 
of  troops  on  the  advance  against  the  enemy  to  six  thousajid 
six  hundred  and  forty-five. 

The  Texaa  cavalry  were  sent  forward  by  General 
Worth  to  reconnoitre,  and  to  asc^ain  whether  the  Mexi- 
cans occi:q>ied  the  road  in  front ;  about  forty  miles  beyond 
Cerralvo,  the  rangers  discovered  a  strong  body  of  regular 
lancers  and  ranchero  horsemen  posted  in  a  ravine.  A$ 
the  letter  were  too  numerous  to  encounter  with  the  hope 
of  success,  the  former  returned  to  camp;  and  General 
Worth  receiving  a  reinforcement,  the  march  toward  Mon* 
t^^y  was  resumed,  it  being  evident  that  the  enemy  did  not 
intend  to  dispute  their  passage.  The  troops  suffered  much 
during  the  long  march  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
milfss  from  the  excessive  heat  and  fatigue;  it  was  o£  im- 
mense service,  however,  to  the  volunteer  corps,  as  it  con- 
duced to  their  improvement  in  discipline,  and»  as  it  were^ 
converted  them  into  regular  soldiery.  I^eaving  the  village 
of  Marin  on  the  ISth,  the  army  reached  the  Walnut 
Springs.,  three  mile«  from  Monterey,  on  the  following  dayi 
and  encamped ;  the  Mexican  cavalry  had  been  seen  fre- 
quently in  the.  front,  and  some  slight  skirmishing  had  taken 
place  on  the  route,  from  which  it  was  inferred  that  a  strong 
force  occupied  the  city. 

The  capital  of  Nueva  Leon  is  situated  in  the  valley 
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of  San  Juan,  on  all  sides  of  which  rise  lofly  and  nigged 
hills;   along  the  base  of  these  heights    i^nd  cultivated 
fields  of  corn,  sugar,  and  maguey,  while  on  the  mountains 
above  are  seen  scanty  crops  of  wheat  and  barley.     The 
orange  and  the  plantain,  the  pine*apple  and  the  bannana, 
Ihe  grape,  and  all  the  firoitrof  the  temperate  and  tropical 
regions,  flourish  in  this  sheltered  and  well-watered  valley; 
protected  as  it  is  by  the  elevated  ridges  of  the  eastern 
branch  of  the  Sierra  Madre,  some  of  whose  peaks  tower  to 
the  skies. 

Monterey  is  laid  out  into  regular  streets;    the  houses 
are  seldom  more  than  one  story  high,  and  built  of  stone, 
and  with  parapeted  roofs,  which  served  the  purpose  of 
the  defenders  right  well  during  the  siege.    The   heights 
which  overlooked  the  city  had  been  fortified  at  several 
points;   a  large  work  had  been  recently  erected  w^hich 
commanded  the  northern  approaches,  while  the  Bishop'^ 
palace  and  adjoining  hills  were  fortified  so  as  to  defend 
the  city  in  the  direction  of  the  Saltillo  road ;  the  cemeteiy 
below  was  also  turned  into  a  stronghold;  its  walls  were 
pierced  for  cannon,  and  upon  the  eastern  side   several 
smaller  works  mounted  with  batteries  defended  the  lower 
part  of  the  town.    Trenches  were  cut  in  several  of  the 
streets,  which,  with  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  the 
houses  were  built,  rendered  the  interior  of  the  place  almost 
as  strong  as  the  regular  finiifications  without.    The  city 
and  works  were  armed  with  forty- two  pieces  of  ordnance, 
the  magazines  were  filled  with  ammunition,  the  garrison 
consisted  of  seven  thousand  troops  of  the  line,  and  from 
two  to  three  thousand  irregular  and  auxiliary  forces.     The 
number  of  inhabitants  was  about  ten  diousand,  who  were 
commanded  to  ^'  assist  in  the  national  defence  with  their 
arms,  in  the  manner,  time,  and  form,  which  the  authorities 
.riiould  determine."* 

*  Ampadis's  ProdamatioD,  Aug.  Slst,  1846,  toths  psopls  of  Montsnj* 
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The  Mezioans  were  under  General  Pedro  de  Ampndia, 
who  had  declared  Monterey  to  be  in  a  state  of  siege  even 
before  Taylinr  left  Camai^o,  and  had  suspended  the  civil 
power,  proclaiming  martial  law  in  its  stead,  as  early  as 
the  81st  of.  August.  On  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember, the  American  commander  ordered  a  reconnoissanee 
of  the  works  in  the  direction  of  the  Sdtillo  road,  which 
was  ably  executed  by  the  engineer  officers  under  the  su* 
perintendenee  of  M^or  Mansfield^  of  diat  efficient  arm  of 
the  service.  A  reconnoissanee  was  also  successfblly 
made  at  the  same  time  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  town, 
which  confirmed  the  opinion  already  formed  by  the  gene* 
ral,  that  it  was  not  improbable  that  the  place,  strong  as  H 
andoubtedly  was,  could  be  carried.  Instead,  however,  of 
making  regular  approaches  to  it  by  opening  parallels  in 
tiie  ordinary  mode,  he  resolved  to  take  it  by  means  of 
the  heavy  artilleiy,  musketry,  and  bayonet. 

At  two  o'dodk  on  tiie  afternoon  of  the  20lli  of  Septem- 
ber, Brigadier-General  Worth,  who  had  been  ordered  ^  to 
torn  liie  hill  of  the  Bishop's  palace,  to  occupy  a  positiott 
on  the  SaltiUo  road,  and  to  carry  the  enemy's  woskM  in 
diat  quarter  where  practicable,"*  took  up  his  march  at  the 
head  of  his  division  and  five  hundred  Texan  cavaliy  under 
Colonel  Hays.  The  besieged,  perceiving  this  movementi 
immediately  reinforced  their  troops  in  the  Bishop's  palace 
and  adjoining  height,  and  Taylor,  in  the  liope  of  diverting 
their  attention  firom  Worth,  diq>layed  his  whole  force  in 
firont  of  the  town,  where  they  remained  until  the  approach 
of  night.  The  second .  division  advanced  to  a  point  just 
beyond  the  range  of  the  encapiy's  guns,  and  laid  there  <kir- 
ing  the  evening  upon  their  arms.  During  the  nig^t,  a 
battery  of  two  twenty-four  pounder  howitzers  and  a  ten 
mortar,  which  composed  the  siege  train,  were  placed 


•  GensnT  Tayloi's  Ditpstofa,  Oct  %^  1846. 
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to  bear  upo&  the  citadel,  wjikh  wa«  the  piincipal  defbnoe 
oa  the  northem  side  of  thft  place. 

On  the  moroing  of  the  Slat,  Twigg*4  jdi vision  and  the 
volunteers  under  Butler  approached  the  toinru^  0iapp<»ted 
by  the  flying  artillery,  of  eight  li^t  field-pieeeai*     The  Sem 
companies  of  dragoons  under  lieuienant-Colonel  May,  aad 
Colonel  Woods'  regiment  of  Texan  cavabry,  were  ditectei 
to  the  right,  as  a  support  to  General  Wordi ;  'wklle  a  totw 
of  six  hundred  and  ibrty^one  men,  sustained  by  Caplaia 
Bragg's  battery,  weresentforwarduaderli^utenajat-GoloBfil 
Garland,  to  make  a  demonstration  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
town.    Butler's  division  remained  in  rear  of  the  iiowitzen 
and  QMHrtar,  which  were  -now  throwing  an  efieetire  Sit 
into  the  citadel,  which  was  steadily  answesed  by  the  Mexir 
ean  ordnance. 

In  obedience  to  his  instructiona.  Garland  moved  onward 
to  the  point  of  attack  designated  by  Mcjor  Maasfieldy  who 
aeoompanied  the  column ;  as  they  advanced,  the  enemy 
opened  a  fire  upon  the  line  from  a  redoubt  in  jfront,  and 
another  from  the  principal  fort.  Marching  rapidly  onward, 
they  eo<m  entered  the  town,  and  took  a  position  in  rear  of 
the  hostile  battery,  under  a  heavy  discharge  of  small  arms, 
which  was  poured  into  their  ranks  from  behind  a  barricade 
thrown  across  the  narrow  stjfeet.   .  • 

Bragg's  artillery  was  then  brought  up,  and  one  goa  was 
plaeed  so  as  to  rake  the  avenue ;  but  its  shot  produced  vo 
dfeot  upon  the  well^constructed  defenoes;  this  being  the 
ease,  the  cannon  were  ordered  to  the  rear,  and  the  infantry 
to  press  forward.  Captain  Backus  had  succeeded  in  get* 
ting  possession  of  a  house,  from  the  roof  of  which  hii 
eoB^NUiy  kept  up  a  galling  diadiarge  into  the  party  which 
manned  the  redoubt,  annoying  them  excessively  all  the 
1irhile»  aad  diverting  their  attention  from  the  movements 
in  front.  The  main  body  of  Garland's  command  having 
suffered  severely i  now  fell  baok  to  reform,  and  prepare  for 
another  struggle. 


QASuMys  moeim  csabos.  Mft 

At  tJUa  criw.  General  Taylor  ordered  tha  foartkh  Inftiir 
try  and  three  repxaeato  of  volanteem  to  maroh  al  oan^ 
upon  tlM  heavy  batteryy  whieb  waa  pooriag  a  eoatiAttomi 
fii^  from  flya  piaces  of  caAnoa.  The  Mwie^ippi  aad 
T^anesBea  troops,  praoedad  by  three  eompaDieB  of  the 
fcNurth,  advaneed  a^^at  the  woik,  while  the  Ohio  lagi* 
meat  under  General  Butler  entered  the  town  to  tha  rights 
Tha  advaaae  of  tbe  fonrth  wae  reoeived  by  bq  ^estruetive 
a  discharge,  that  one-third  of  the  offieera  and  men  ware 
instantly  killed  or  disabled;  they  ware  eooipeUed  ta  i^tire 
until  reix^reed.  Tha  Tanmessee  and  Misweeippi  eorpp  aa«* 
der  Oeneral  Quitman  pnshed  onward,  and  witbthe  aid  ot 
Captain  Backna*  whose  men  still  oeeopiad  the  topf  of  the 
house  in  the  rear  of  tha  radoubt,  be  c^tnrad  it  in  gaUaat 
style,  taking  five  pieces  of  ardnanee,  a  large  quantity  af 
ammnnHion,  and  several  Mexieaa  offie^a  and  men  pri* 
sonars.^ 

.  To  the  left  of  the  first  battery  waa  anodiar»  againat 
whicb  the  Ohio  regiment  now  advanced;  but  such  waa  ite 
strength,  and  the  severity  of  tha  fire  which  flanked  its  ap* 
proach,  thai  a  retrogade  movement  was  deemed  pradant ; 
its  commander,  General  Boiler,  having  been  wounded,  waa 
mow  con^Ued  to  quit  the  field,— 4he  regtoent,  there£»re^ 
was  withdrawn  from  the  town.  The  gims  of  tfie  first 
batteiy  ware  tomed  against  the  second  redoubt  beyond ; 
an  incessant  firing  was  kept  up  upon  the  Americans  dur* 
ing  this  time  by  the  latter,  and  the  enemy  in  the  citadel; 
ta  answer  which  tha  howitsers  were  broaght  up  and  plaaad 
te  bear  ^pon  tha  faithast  work.  A  division  conqposad  of 
portions  of  several  regolar  regiments  and  the  Baltimore 
battalion,  was  now  sent  to  reinforce  Colonel  Garlaildt 
who  was  ordered  to  advance  agaili,  and  cany  'die  redoubt 
with  the  bayonet.  In  the  effort  to  eteeute  lUs  command^ 
the  traops  passed  several  trenched  and  barricaded  streets, 

•  GsDsnl  Ts9i«K*»  Disiatshi  Ost,  9«ht  im. 
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raked  by  cannon  and  nmsketry ;  exposed  to  a  stalling  Sre^ 
the  party  endeavored  to  reach  the  rear  of  the  battery,  bat 
iuif<ntimately{catne  upon  a  bridge^  the  other  extremity  of 
which  was  defended  by  two  pieces  of  artillery,  which 
checked  their  advance  in  that  direotioa.  The  infiantiy 
maintained  their  pontion  here  against  the  most  fearful 
odds,  notwithstanding  the  enemy's  attempt  to  dislodge 
them,  until  their  ammunition  began  to  fail,  when  fliey  re- 
Ifaied  in  good  order.* 

While  these  events  were  progressing  in  the  interior  of 
Ihe  town,  several  squadrons  of  Mexican  cavalry  deployed 
into  the  plain,  under  cover  of  the  citadel.    Captain  Bragg 
opened  a  Are  upon  them  with  his  light  battery,  and  after  a 
few  rounds  forced  them  to  retreat;  pre^i^ous  to  this,  the 
lancers  had  charged  upon  the  Tennessee  and  Ohio  Une, 
and  had  been  repulsed  with  loss.    A  third  demonstration 
of  the  same  kind,  made  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  San 
Juan,  had  been  dispersed  by  Ridgely's  flying  artilleiy. 
In  the  mean  time.  General  ll¥orth's  division,  supported  by 
the  Texan  oavaby  and  May^s  dragoons,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Henderson,  had  early  In  the  morning 
advanced  upon  the  Mexican  batteries,  and  had  defeated 
tlmr  troops  widi  considerable  loss ;  after  a  sharp  conflict, 
he  carried  three  of  their  <  fortified  pontions  by  storm,  and 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  SaltiUo  road,  thus  cutting  off 
the  enemy's  communication  with  the  interior.    FVom  this 
point,  the  two  heights  south  of  the  road  were  taken  in  suc- 
cession, and  a  gun  found  on  one  of  them  was  immediately 
turned  upon  the  Bishop's  palace,  which  was  the  only  work 
which  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  besieged  in  rear 
of  the  city. 

At  night*fall.  General  Taylor  ordered  the  troops  com- 
posing Twigg^s  and  Botler^s  divisions  bade  to  the  camp  at 

the  I^Hings,  except  Ridgely's  artillery,  a  battalion  of  Ken- 

-" — ■ — —  —  — 

*  Lisotsteiii^olaMl  Qsilsatf*tRep«t  to  Brigsdie^Qeiisral  Twiggs. 
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tooky  voIuAteeniy  sad  tko.  regular  infiuitiyy  whiph  renuuned 
to  guard,  the  worka  under  the  eonuaaad  of  Iie«teiMait*GoL 
Garland ;  Worth's  division  bivouack^  on  the  SaltiUo  road. 
At  dawB  of  day  on  the  93d»  the  energetic  chief  of  the  seoond 
division  .wasion  the  alert,  and  earned  the  height  overlook- 
ing the  Bishop's  palace,  which  viras  ako  taken  about  one 
o'docky  au^d  its  caimon  tauned  upon  the  flying  foe^  who 
were  coBipelled  to  abandon  the  cemeteiy  below  which  they 
had  fortified.  The  dejEences  on  that  side  of  the  city  were 
thus  converted  into  so  many  p^ts  of  attack,  from  which 
a  destruetive  fire  was  opened  upon  the  town.  The  guns 
of  the  citadel  continiied  to  pour  forth  their  contents  upon 
the  parties  of  the  .be«iegers  who  were  exposed  in  front, 
and  upon  the  redoubt  now  occupied  by  the  Americans, 
which  had  been  oaptmed  the  day  before.  But  no  move- 
ment of  importance  was  made  on  &e  northern  part  of  the 
town  during  the  22d,  both  parties  confining  themselves  to 
a  distant  cannonading* 

On  the  morning  of  the  88d,<it  was  discovered  that  the 
enemiy  had  evaeoated  nearly  all  ^  his  works  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  city.  General  Tayl<»r  immediately  sent  instmo-' 
tions  to  General  Qmtman  to  enter  the  place,  if  he  deemed 
it  advisable;  at  the  eame  time,  ordering  up  the  other  por* 
tioa  of  the  first  division  as  a  support.  The  latter  officer 
advanced  with  a  part  of  his  brigade  toward  the  plaza  of 
Monterey,  and  bding  reinforced  by  Henderson's  Texan 
riflemen,  who  had  dismounted,  and  were  now  in  their  ele* 
ment,  a  new — ^but  not  an  entirely  untried — system  of  as- 
sault was  adopted.  Entenng  the  stone  houses  on  the 
skirts  of  die  city,  where  they  were  sheltered  from  the 
enemy's  fire,  the  assailants  di(g  through  the  walls  of  the 
houses,*  and  fSoroed  their  way  in  this  manner  from  house 

*  Tkis  Bisde  ;cf  ssssslt  hsA  been  praotisad  ky  As  Tsnos  as  aarly  ss 
1836,  when  Geneial  Cos  was  basiefad  at  Baisr;  on  thai  ooeaaioiiv  ths 
Texsns  foited  thsir  wjy  witMa  g— ahoi  of  the  anaaiy,  digging^a  pas- 
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fo  b«me  and  squoFe  to  iquare,  untff  tkey  reneked  a  street 
bot  a  short  dkitaftee  from  tlie  plaza,  where  the  Mexieftit 
tfoope  bad  beea-drtveA. 

Bnigg's  artillery  had  aho  entered  the  place,  and  sapport- 
ed  by  the  third  iaft^atry  did  good  ereovtion  on  the  buildingB 
in  the  direction  of  the  square.  An^dia  had  been  forced  to 
withdraw  his  troops  from  the  WDriis  on  tiie  apper  part  of  the 
city,  where  Worth's  division  had  succeeded  in  gaining  a  po- 
sition within  no  great  <fistanee  of  the  plaea.  The  mortsir 
having  been  sent  to  this  general  eaxty  in  flie  day,  he  plant- 
ed it  in  the  cemetery,  and  committed  great  havee  with  the 
shell  thrown  into  the  centre  of  the  town.  Such  was  the 
ii^^ary  sustained  by  the  besieged,  that  the  Mexiean  officere 
requested  Ampudia  to  offer  ierms  to  the  assailcbits,  as  Ae 
only  mode  of  saving  the  lives  of  the  troops,  and  the  oi^ 
from  destracfioii  ;*  the  damage  afcreaify  received  by  the 
gamson  had  disheartened  them,  wMle  the  rajM  px>gress 
made  by  the  attacking  parties,  through  the  walle  of  the 
hoaseS)  filled  them  with  astomriiment.  Hie  inhabitants 
also  joined  in  this  request,  and  Ampudia^  considering  that 
the  only  way  left  him  to  make  an  kapresrion  on  the  be* 
siegek*s  was  by  the  bayonet^a  wesrpoa  almost  nseless  in 
the  hands  of  a  Mexican  soldier-^was  not  in^sposed  to 
yield  to  the  combined  soUcitattons  of  the  dvil  and  mihtaiy 
cUefs. 

At  noon,  on  the  d3d,  white  Aie  several  foroes  were  hotly 
engaged.  General  Taylor  reeved  a  flag  from  Ae  town, 
the  bearer  of  which  delivered  to  him  a  eommnnication  from 
Don  Francisco  de  P.  Morales,,  the  governor  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Nueva  Leon,  re<piesting  him  to  aHow  the  resident 
families  to  remove  from  tiie  scene  of  the  conflict,  whidi 
was  every  moment  becoming  move  fleree  and  sanguifiary. 


sige  from  koiMS  to  Ikkiss,  wh^  tlie  hestis  slot  psstsd  Isimhmly  ob- 
wudi  or  isboonded  from  the  fttsse  wslls. 

t  Gsiwrtl  Ampiidtt*s  Dispatoiiy  flsytesilMr  ttMh^  Mfk 
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The  Axneriean  commander  regarding  this  as  an  evidence 
of  the  enemy's  weakness,  deemed  it  hia  duty  to  refuse  this 
demand,  as  it  was  well  known  that  a  great  portion  of  the 
women  and  children  had  retired  from  the  place  before  the 
siege  began.  The  contest  was  continued  during  the  re*^ 
mainder  of  the  day^  both  parties  firing  steadily  all  the  time; 
the  Mexicems  from  the  citadel  and  plaza,  and  their  adver- 
saries fit)m  several  different  points. 

Ampudia,  conceiving  that  it  would  be  useless  to  hold 
out  against  a  foe  who  had  already  taken  a  large  portion 
of  Ihe  dty,  wisely  resolved  to  yield  while  it  was  yet  time 
to  obtain  honorable  tenna;  although  it  was  still  in  his 
power  to  make  a  desperate  defence,  and  to  sell  the  occu- 
pation of  Monterey  at  a  price  which  would  more  than 
compensate  for  its  surrender*  Ui^ed  by  these  considera- 
tions, Ampudia  addressed  a  communication  to  the  American 
leader,  at  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  night  of  the  23d,  which 
the  latter  received  by  the  hands  of  Colonel  Moreno,  early 
on  the  following  morning.  The  communication  was  as 
follows: 

**  Gbnbral  :  As  I  have  made  all  the  defence  of  which  I  believe 
this  city  capable,  I  have  fulfilled  my  obligation,  and  done  all  re- 
quired by  that  military  honor  which,  to  a  certain  degree,  is  common, 
to  all  the  armies  of  the  civilized  world.  And  as  a  continuation  of 
&e  defence  would  only  bring  upon  the  populaUon  distresses  to* 
which  they  have  already  been  subjected  by  the  evUs  consequent 
upon  war,  and  believing  that  the  American  government  will  appre- 
date  those  sentiments,  I  propose  to  your  excellency  to  evacuate  the 
dty  and  dtadd,  taking  with  me  the  persond  and  maiertel  of  war 
whidi  JB  left;  and  under  the  assurance  that  no  prosecution  shall  be 
undertaken  against  the  dtizess  who  have  taken  part  in  the  defence.'* 

To  this  General  Taylor  replied : 

^In  answer  to  your  proposition  to  evacuate  the  city  and  fort 

with  an  &e  peraand  and  maiertel  of  war,  I  have  to  state  that  my 

duty  compels  me  to  decline  acceding  to  it    A  complete  surrender 

of  the  town  and  garrison,  the  latter  as  prisoners  of  war,  is  now  de- 
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•manded.  Bnt  sach  surrender  wiU  be  upon  terme;  and  Ae  gaflant 
defence  of  the  place,  creditable  alike  to  the  Mexican  troops  and  b»- 
tion,  will  prompt  me  to  make  those  terms  as  liberal  as  possible. 
The  garrison  will  be  allowed,  at  your  option,  after  laying  down  its 
larms,  to  retire  to  die  interior,  on  condition  of  not  serving  again  dur- 
Jng  the  war,  or  until  regularly  exchanged.  I  need  hardly  say  dist 
ihe  rights  of  ncm-combatants  will  be  respected/^ 

An  answer  to  this  demand  was  required  by  twehre 
o'clock  that  day;  before  that  hotir  General  Ampudia  sig- 
nified a  desire  for  a  personal  interview  with  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, for  the  purpose  of  making  some  final 
arrangement.  This  being  assented  to,  a  conference  was 
held  by  the  two  Generals;  during  which  Ampudia  endea- 
Yored  to  conceal  his  feelings  undar  a  diow  of  bravado. 
Assuming  a  confident  air,  he  told  his  adversary  that, 
although  his  forces,  had  sulSered,  he  was  in  no  way  strait- 
ened, and  reiterated  his  demand  of  being  allowed  to  depart 
with  his  army  unmolested.  General  Taylor  refused ;  and, 
becoming  impatient,  exclaimed:  ''  Sir^  1  hpld  your  army  in 
the  hollow  of  ray  hand,  and  you  know  it;  the  conferenoe 
is  closed.  In  thirty  minutes  you  shall  hear  from  my  bat- 
teries." 

This  decisive  declaration  had  the  desired  effect,  and 
commissioners  were  immediately  appointed  on  both  sides, 
to  draw  up  the  articles  of  agreement  regulating  the  with- 
drawal of  the  Mexican  troops,  and  a  suspension  of 
hostilities,  until  the  parties  should  hear  from  their  respec- 
tive governments.  General  Taylor  appointed  for  this 
responsible  servioe  Brigadier-General  Worth,  Governor 
Henderson,  of  Texas,  and  Colonel  Jeflferson  Davis,  of  the 
Mississippi  corps  of  riflemen.  Ampudia  named  General 
Tomas  Requena,  of  the  artillery,  Don  Manuel  M.  Llano, 
and  General  Ortega,  as  commissioners  upon  the  part  of 
Mexico;  all  of  whom  were  hon<Nrable,  intelligent  men,  and 
reputable  commanders,  who  were  acquainted  with  their 
duty,  and  performed  it  to  the  best  of  their  ability^ 
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In  the  ailemoon,  the  offieera  entered  upon  their  duties, 
and  finally  agreed  upon  the  following  terms  : 

«  Artiglk  1.  As  the  legitimate  result  of  the  operatioiis  before  diis 
place,  and  the  present  position  of  the  contending  amries,  it  is  agreed 
that  the  city,  the  fortificatiooBy  cannon,  the  munitions  of  war,  and  a& 
other  public  property,  with  the  undermentioned  ezoeptioas,  be  sui^ 
rendered  to  the  commanding  General  of  the  United  States'  forces  now 
at  Monterey. 

<<  Art.  2.  That  the  Mexican  forces  be  allowed  to  retain  the  fol- 
lowing arms,  to  wit :  the  commissioned  officers  their  side-arms,  the 
infimtry  their  arms  and  accoutrements,  the  cavalry  tiieir  arms  and 
accoutrements,  and  the  artillery  one  field  battery,  not  to  exceed  six 
pieces,  with  twenty-one  rounds  of  ammunition* 

^'Art.  3.  That  the  Mexican  armed  forces  retire,  within  seven 
days  from  this  date,  beyond  the  line  formed  by  the  pass  of  the  Sin- 
conada,  the  city  of  Linares,  and  San  Fernando  de  Presas. 

'<AsT«  4.  That  the  citadel  of  Monterey  be  evacuated  by  the 
Mexican  and  occupied  by  the  American  forces  to-morrow  morning 
at  ten  o'clock. 

'*  Art.  6.  To  avoid  collision  and  for  mutual  convenience,  that  the 
troops  of  the  United  States  will  not  occupy  tiie  ci^  until  the  Mexi- 
can forces  have  withdrawn,  except  for  hospitsd  and  storage  purposes. 

"Art.  6.  That  the  forces  of  tiie  United  States  will  not  advance 
beyond  the  line  specified  in  the  8d  article  before  the  expiration  of 
eight  weeks,  or  until  the  orders  or  instructions  of  the  respectiye 
governments  can  be  received. 

<<  Art.  7.  That  the  public  property  to  be  delivered  shaQ  be  turned 
over  and  received  by  officers  appointed  by  the  conunanding  generals 
of  the  two  armies. 

''Art.  8.  That  all  doubts  as  to  the  meaning  cf  any  of  the  pre- 
ceding articles  shaU  be  solved  by  an  equitable  construction,  and  on 
principles  of  liberality  to  the  retiring  army. 

^  Art*  9.  That  the  Mexican  flag,  when  struck  at  the  citadel»  may 
be  saluted  by  its  own  battery. 

''Done  at  Monterey,  September  24, 1846." 

W.  J.  WORTH,  Brigadier-General  United  States*  Army. 
J.  PINKNET  HEin>ERSON,  Bf«jor-Gen.  C61B.  Texaa  Tohmtoen. 
JBVT.  DAVIS,  Golonel  MiMiMippi  RifleqMD. 
MANUEL  M.  LLANO.  T.  REQUENA.  ORTEGit 

AppiOTod:         Z.  TAYLOR,  M4or-0«n«nl  U.  8.  A.  Commaiidiiif. 
PEDRO  AMPUIHA. 


4M         coNsmoN  or  the  amebican  army. 

These  terme,  which  were  alike  honorable  to  the  brave 
and  dlstingaiBhed  officers  on  both  sidesi  were  fcnrtimately 
approved  by  the  commanding  Generals  of  the  respective 
forces,  and  Monterrey  eeased  to  be  under  the  role  of  the 
enemy.  Hie  gallant  manner  in  which  the  place  had  been 
defended^  and  the  fact  that  a  recent  change  of  govemment 
in  Mexico,  believed  to  be  favorable  to  the  interests  of 
peace,  had  occnrredy  induced  the  American  leader  to  con- 
cur with  the  commission,  although  the  terms  were  less 
rigorous  than  those  lEurst  imposed.*  Had  he  acted  other- 
wise, the  probability  is,  that  much  blood  would  have  been 
shed  in  the  attempt  to  hold  the  city,  which  was  untenable 
so  long  as  the  citadel  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Mexi- 
cans. To  reduce  that  strongholdi  would  have  cost  the 
lives  of  hundreds;  for  it  would  have  been  necessaiy  to 
take  it  by  storm,  there  being  but  <me  mortar  in  the  camp, 
and  no  entrenching  in^lements  essential  for  its  reduction 
in  the  ordinary  way.  Moreover,  the  army  was  at  a  great 
distance  from  its  supplies,  and  too  inadequately  supplied 
with  the  means  of  transportation  to  pursue  the 'enemy, 
had  he  chosen  to  fly,  which  he  could  have  done  at  any 
moment.  It  was  also  the  opinion  of  the  American  com- 
misBioners,  and  of  General  Taylor,  that  the  terms  would 
meet  the  approbation  of  their  government,  liberal  as  they 

were-t 

The  American  army  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  had 
not  more  than  ten  days'  provisions ;  they  were  nearly  a 
hundred  and  eighty  miles  from  the  depots  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  had  but  a  small  number  of  wagons  necessaiy 
to  transport  the  supplies  through  the  mountain  passes. 
The  considerations  of  humanity  were  not  lost  sight  of  by 
the  commissioners  and  the  commanding  General,  and  out- 

•  Taylor^s  Dispatch,  September  35th,  1846. 
f  Vide  the  letteis  of  Geserals  Worth,  Hendeisoii,  tad  Colonel  Davis, 
on  tiiis  subjeot. 
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weighed  in  &e  mind  of  the  latter  penenage  the  posrible 
advantages  which  nnght  be  obtained  by  the  continuance 
of  the  straggle.  In  his  conferenee  with  Ampudia,  he  was 
informed  by  him,  &at  his  object  in  requesting  the  interview 
was  to.  avoid  the  shedding  of  any  more  blood;  and  that 
General  Santa  Anna,  having  retained  to  his  coontiy  and 
to  pow^,  had  declared  himself  in  favor  of  peace.*  Be- 
lieving this  to  be  so,  the  American  commander,  who  was 
not  unawatie  of  the  overtures  which  his  government  had 
made  to  Mexico,  was  the  more  readily  indoced  to  approve 
of  the  terms  of  oapitalation* 

The  Mexican  army  evacaated  the  town  and  defences 
within  the  specified  time,  and  the  1st  division  mider  Worth 
entered  and  took  possession  of  it.  Ampudia  retired  be* 
yond  the  pass  of  Rinconada,  where  he  did  not  remain,  bat 
continued  his  march  to  Saltillo  seventy-five  miles  distant. 
When  the  victors  entered  the  captured  city,  they  were 
surprised  at  its  strength,  and  tixe  efforts  which  had  been 
made  to  repel  their  advance.  In  the  cathedral,  which  had 
beetn  converted  by  the  besieged  into  a  magazine^  was  an 
immense  quantity  of  powder,  which  had  been  exposed  to 
the  shells  thrown  toward  the  conspicuous  building  in 
which  it  was  stored.  Had  this  mass  of  ammunition  been 
set  fire  to  by  the  bombs,  the  destruction  which  would  have 
inevitably  followed  its  explosion  would  have  been  tremen- 
dous, not  only  among  the  belligerents,  but  among  the 
inhabitanti^— tiie  women,  children,  and  non-combatants, 
who  yet  remained  in  the  place. 

The  American  loss  during  the  siege  of  Monterey,  was 
one  hundred  and  twenty  killed,  and  three  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  wounded.t  The  Mexican  loss  was  never  as- 
certained; it  was  estimated  at  some  one  or  two  thousand; 
the  hospitals  were  found  filled  with  their  wounded,  who 

•  See  General  Tkylor'e  Dispatch,  November  8th,  1846. 
t  Ibid.  Oct  9th. 
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were  left  to  the  care  of  die  invaders*  Among  those  killed 
in  the  army  of  occupation,  were  several  valuable  officers. 
Meyor  Barbour,  Captains  Held,  Morris,  and  Gillespie, 
lieutenants  Woods  and  Hazlett,  and  Colonel  Watson  of 
the  Baltimore  battalion,  fell  at  the  head  of  their  men  upon 
the  field  of  battle.  The  American  fcNrces  remained  at 
Monterey,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  supplies,  and  the  ve- 
hicles and  animals  necessary  for  their  transportation. 

It  was  undoubtedly  an  act  of  wisdcnn  upon  the  part 
of  the  commanding  Greneral  to  accept  of  the  armistice  un- 
der these  circumstances,  inasmuch  as  it  prevented  the 
enemy  from  attacking  his  troops,  who  could  not  have 
moved  in  force  in  any  direction,  for  the  reasons  above  re- 
ferred to.f    Possibly,  had  hostilities  been  continued,  tbe 
enemy,  under  Santa  Anna,  might  have  advanced  from  San 
Luis  Potosi,  and  succeeded  in  driving  the  diminished  forces 
of  his  adversary  into  the  town  of  Monterey,  where,  from  the 
want  of  food,  if  not  from  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the 
assailants,  the  six  thousand  men  under  Taylor  would  have 
been  compelled  to  yield  as  prisoneris  of  war.     Had  this 
happened,  the  prestige  of  victory,  so  essential  to  the  success 
of  warlike  enterprises,  would  have  been  broken;  and  dis- 
honor, shame,  and  defeat  would  have  crowned  the  march 
into  Mexico. 

•  Ainpiidia*8  Manifesto,  Sept  26th,  1846. 
fGenenl  Tsylor^s  Dispatch,  October  9th,  1846. 
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Ki-i8TABLi8HMBirr  oF  the  Federal  CoDStitaUon — Oyertaree  of  the  United 
States  Pa  peace—  Santa  Anna  inrited  to  aemune  the  Supreme  Power 
«—  His  Reply*—  His  veoeptioii  at  the  Capital  —  His  efforts  to  raise  an 
Armj — OrganisatiQii  oCthe  MexicaB  Army— Regulars  and  Militia-*- 
Ranehero  Cavalry  —  Santa  Apna  arriTSS  at  San  Lois— Ampodia 
evacuates  Saltillo —  General  Worth  advances  to  Saltillo — March  of 
WooVs  Division — He  is  compelled  to  alter  his  coarse  at  Santa  Rosa— 
Monclova  —  Parras  — -  The  Mexicans  abandon  Tampico  •—  Its  occupa- 
tion by  the  Americans  — *  Commodore  Perry  attacks  Tobasco  «-  March 
to  Victoria— Retreat  of  the  Mexicans -^  Occupation  of  the  City— 
Distress  of  the  Mexican  Government —  Ciicular  to  the  several  States, 

The  republican  party  having  once  more  obtained  the 
ascendency  in  Mexico,  the  friends  of  rational  freedom 
throughout  the  republic  rallied  to  the  support  of  the  new- 
bom  dynasty,  and  the  distinguished  chief  who  was  identi- 
fied with  the  late  triumphant  revolution.  On  the  22d  of 
August,  the  Supreme  Executive  issued  a  decree^  proclaim- 
ing the  re -establishment  of  the  constitution  of  1824,  the 
dissolution  of  the  departmental  assemblies,  and  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  several  departments  into  sovereign, 
independent  states.  Previous  to  this,  General  Salas  had 
summoned  a  congress  to  meet  at  the  capital  on  the  6th 
day  of  the  ensuing  December;  a  circular  had  also  been 
addressed  to  the  different  governors  of  the  departments, 
commanding  then!  to  prevent  any  attempts  that  might  be 
made  by  public  functionaries  to  interfere  in  the  election  of 
representatives;  on  the  contrary,  the  citizens  were  to  be- 
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permitted  to  exercise  the  most  absolute  and  uncontrolled 
liberty  in  electing  such  persons  as  they  deemed  \irorthy  of 
their  confidence.  If  any  one  was  found  guilty  of  inters 
fering  in  this  matter,  they  were  to  be  punished,  -whatever 
his  rank  or  station,  with  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred, and  not  more  than  five  hundred  dollars ;  or  if  the 
transgression  merited  still  greater  severity,  the  author  was 
to  be  dealt  with  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  land.* 

The  promulgation  of  these  decrees  produced  a  verj 
beneficial  efiect  upon  the  minds  of  the  intelligent  classes 
of  the  people,  who  united  to  quell  the  turbulent  spirit 
which  animated  the  lower  orders;  and  if  their  efiwts  wa*e 
not  entirely  successful,  neither  were  they  altogether  use- 
less. It  was  toward  Santa  Anna,  however,  that  all  eyes 
were  turned,  as  upon  some  mighty  magician,  -who  had 
been  mysteriously  vested  with  the  power  of  removing  the 
burthens  under  which  the  nation  had  been  straggling  for 
so  many  years. 

Hie  IVesident  of  the  northern  confederacy — who,  if  he 
had  in  any  way  been  instrumental  in  bringing  on  the  war, 
was  now  certainly  anxious  to  see  its  close — had,  in  the 
mean  time,  tendered  to  Mexico  more  than  once  the  alter- 
native of  an  honorable  peace,  or  the  prosecution  of  a 
contest  which  would  eventually  despoil  her  of  the  means 
of  national  independence.  But  all  attempts  at  reconcilia- 
tion had  been  stubbornly  rejected  by  Paredes,  who  wm 
bent  upon  continuing  the  hostilities  he  had  himself  ini- 
tiated, by  sending  Arista  across  the  Del  Norte.  After  the 
return  of  Santa  Anna,  these  negotiations  were  renewed 
with  the  fond  hope  that  the  chief  who  had  been  allowed 
to  pass  unquestioned  through  the  hostile  fleet,  would,  out 
of  gratitude,  remember  the  favor  he  had  received  at  the 
hands   of  his  country's  foe.    But  no  such  feeling  was 

*  Circular  of  the  Minister  of  Relations  to  the  Goyemors  of  the  diff^* 
omit  departments,  Aognst  13th,  1846. 
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;;  and  the  Senor  Rejon,  in  Iub  reply  to  the  Amencsta 
secretaiy,  declined  to  assume  the  responsibilily  of  acting 
in  00  important  an  affair  without  the  concurrence  of  die 
constLtuent  Congress,  before  which  the  overtures  of  the 
United  States  would  be  presented  in  the  coming  Decern* 
ber;  it  being  the  fixed  determination  of  the  government 
of  Mexico  to  do  nothing  of  moment  without  consulting 
the  wishes  of  the  people  through  their  representatives. 

About  the  middle  of  September,  Santa  Anna  yielded  to 
the  solicitations  of  Salas  and  his  associates,  and  left  the 
retirement  of  his  hacienda  to  engage  once  again  in  the 
thankless  duties  of  public  life.  Arriving  at  the  village  of 
Ayotla,  twenty  miles  from  the  capital,  on  the  14th  of  Sep* 
tember,  he  received  a  communication  through  General 
Almonte,  from  the  provisional  government,  inviting  him 
to  assume  the  supreme  executive  power  on  the  following 
day,  which  being  the  anniversary  of  that  upon  Which 
Hidalgo  had  raised  the  *^  glorious  cry  at  Dolores,'*  had 
been  selected  to  witness  the  celebration  of  the  re-estab* 
ment  of  the  federal  constitution,  and  the  entree  of  the 
illustrious  chief  Into  the  capital. 

To  this  flattering  mai^  of  respect  Santa  Anna  replied, 
in  an  eloquent  and-  patriotic  manner,  that  he  was  pene- 
trated with  the  deepest  gratitude  to  find  that  his  arrival 
at  the  city  would  be  made  to  contribute  to  die  solemnities 
of  so  great  an  occasion.  That  he  had  been  called  to  com- 
mand the  armies  of  the  republic  by  the  voice  of  his  fellow- 
dtizens  when  he  was  living  in  exile;  that  he  saw  his 
country  surrounded  by  imminent  dangers,  and  obeyed  the 
mandate.  ^  I  now  see  a  terrible  contest  with  a  perfidious 
and  daring  enemy  impending  over  her,  in  which  the  Mexi- 
can republic  must  reconquer  the  insignia  of  her  glory,  and 
a  fortunate  peace  if  victorious,  or  disappear  from  the  face 
of  the  earth  if  so  unhappy  as  to  be  defeated.*'*    After  this 

•  The  wliols  of  ddfl  letter  will  be  Ibund  in  the  Appendix,  XX. 


410  WB  RBCBPnON  AT  THB  CAPITAL 

declaratioiiy  which  may  be  regarded  aa  prophetic,  and  he 
that  lives  to  the  close  of  tlus  century  may  -witness  its  fulfill- 
menty  he  o<mtinued :  "  I  go  at  the  head  of  tiie  Mexican  army 
— «n  army  J  the  offspring  of  a  free  people;  and  I  will  fulfill 
my  utmost  duty  in  opposing  the  enemies  of  my  country. 
Your  excellency  will  perceive  how  great  an  error  I  should 
commit  in  assuming  the  supreme  magistracy  when  my 
duties  call  me  to  the  field ;  I  should  disgrace  myself,  if, 
when  called  to  the  post  of  danger,  I  should  spring  to  that 
of  power.  The  single  motive  of  my  heart  is  to  offer  to  my 
compatriots  the  sacrifice  of  the  blood  which  yet  runs  in 
my  veins." 

At  noonday,  on  the  15th  of  September,  the  gen^al-ia* 
chief  entered  the  city  of  the  Montezumas,  and  was  received 
by  its  inhabitants  and  those  of  the  surrounding  country  in 
the  most  enthusiastic  manner;  he  was  hailed  as  their  de- 
liverer, who  was  returning  in  triumph  £rom  exile  to  the 
scene  of  his  glory.  Attended  by  a  brilliant  escort,  and 
saluted  by  the  swelling  strains  of  martial  music,  the  roar 
of  ordnance,  and  vivas  of  the  multitude,  who  eagerly  pressed 
around  him  on  all  sides  to  obtain  a  view  of  his  persoAj 
he  crossed  the  great  square  through  a  passage  lined  with 
troops,  and  entered  the  portal  of  the  national  palace* 
He  was  greeted  tiiere  by  General  Salas  and  the  members 
of  the  government,  ad  interim^  who  regarding  him  as  the 
only  man  who  could  terminate  the  sad  divisions  existing 
between  the  army  and  the  people,  hoped  to  obtain  by  his 
effects  tiie  protection  from  the  former  which  the  condition 
of  the  latter  demanded. 

That  night,  the  city  was  illuminated,  the  sky  was  lit 
up  with  innumerable  rockets,  and  music,  mirth,  and  revelry 
filled  eveiy  quarter  of  the  capital ;  the  people  forgot  their 
misfortunes,  the  soldiery  the  late  reverses  which  had  sul- 
lied the  lustre  of  the  Mexican  arms,  and  even  the  rabble, 
who  had  visited  upon  his  head  every  malediction,  now 
sought  his  smile  by  cringing  before,  him  for  whose  blood 
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Aey  had  bo  raoently  clamored.  The  nation  is  saved!  was 
the  nniyersal  ciy;  Santa  Anna  has  returned^ — Viva  la 
Oenetrij  viva  la  BepMica,  nmeran.  ha  Ameriaxno9y  nmeran  ha 
uawrpadorea  I  lesonnded  throoghont  the  land,  from  the  hot 
plains  of  Yucatan  to  the  cold  regions  of  the  northern  Kerrai 
startling  the  people  from  &dr  apathy,  and  filling  all  hearts 
with  h<^e  and  joyous  anticipations  of  victory  and  revenge. 

Without  delay,  the  commander-in-chief  and  the  provi- 
sional government,  comUning  tiieir  energies,  proceeded  to 
raise,  aim,  and  muster  an  army,  powerful  enough  to  meet 
tiie  advancing  columns  of  the  north.  Requisitions  were 
immediately  sent  into  every  province  for  a  certain  number 
of  men,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  thirty  thousand, 
who  were  to  be  enrolled  into  the  service  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. In  order  to  facilitate  the  aiming  and  equipping  of 
this  f<Nrce,  all  duties  upon  militaiy  stores  and  munitions  of 
war  were  declared  to  be  suspended  until  furtiier  notice. 
By  this  wise  airangement,  the  Mexicans  obtained  a  large 
supply  of  the  material  necessaiy  to  cany  <m  their  defensive 
operations,  as  vessels  from  abroad  were  constantly  run- 
ning the  Uoekade,  at  Vera  Cruz,  Alvarado,  Canqpeachy, 
and  Tobasco.  It  may  have  been,  that  these  vessels  were 
allowed  to  pass,  as  their  freight  might  fiimish  the  enemy 
with  the  means  of  destroying  each  other  di&ing  the  exis- 
tence of  the  '*  intestine  divisicms  "  whidi  it  was  confidentiy 
believed  would  follow  the  return  of  Santa  Anna.  The  re- 
quisitions of  the  supreme  authorities  were  complied  witii 
in  the  larger  cities  and  towns  with  alamty,  and  a  formi- 
dable number  of  men  were  soon  phoed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  commanding-general. 

The  ordinary  strength  of  the  Mexican  army  was,  ao- 
oording  to  the  muster-rolls  of  the  war  office,  about  fifty 
thousand  rank  and  file,  a  very  large  proportion  being 
eflic^B.  The  <nganization  of  the  army  was  as  follows : — 
artillery'—tiiree  brigades  of  foot,  one  mounted,  and  five 
additional  oompanies;   engineer  corps— one  battalion  of 
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sappenii  uvUeh  had  usually  been  ttationed  at  Matamonuii 
and  one  company  oocapying  the  citadel  of  Mexico ;  eight 
regiments  of  the  line,  or  permanent  infantry,  of  to^  bat* 
tallons  each,  compdsed  of  eight  companies,  each  company 
of  one  hnndied  and  twelre  officers  and  men ;  eight  reg^** 
ments  of  Ihe  line,  or  permanent  cavaby,  of  two  squadrons, 
each  composed  of  two  companies  of  three  hundred  and 
thir^^eight  men  and  officers,  bi  addBtion  to  the  regular 
ftrce,  was  Ae  National  militia,  or  active  troops,  as  they 
were  designMed,  who  were  liable  to  be  called  into  service 
at  any  time,  when  they  reedlved  pay.  Of  these,  tiiere 
were  nine  regiments  of  infantry,  numbering  sixteen  thou« 
sand  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  men  and  officers ;  six 
regiments  of  cavaliy,  of  four  squadrons,  each  squadron  ot 
two  companies* 

This  f<Mnce  was  commanded  by  fourteen  generals  ot 
division,  twenty'-six  generals  of  brigade,  one  director* 
general  of  ardlleiy,  and,  lastly,  by  tibe  general^^in-chirfi 
whose  staff  consisted  of  a  great  number  of  colon^,  lieu- 
tenant^)olonel8,  a^lutants,  and  lieutenants.  It  was  seldom, 
however,  that  the  actual  number  of  men  in  active  service 
exieeeded  twenty  thousand,  who  were  stationed  at  Vera 
Gmz,  San  Luis,  Guadalaxara,  the  capital,  and  at  various 
other  points.  *  There  were  also  in  the  different  presidios 
some  twenty  companies  of  eavaliy,  which  had  (tf  late  been 
engaged  in  a  bolder  warfare  with  the  Texans.  To  these 
again  may  be  added  tiie  ranchero  cavaliy  of  the  north* 
eastern  provinces,  whidb,  under  die  partisan  leaders 
Canales  and  CarabiQal,  fought  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca, 
and  subsequently  hung  on  the  rear  of  tiie  invading  army, 
acting  as  spies,  pickets,  and  soottts;  they  were  excellent 
light  horsemen,  but  .from  the  want  of  discipline,  and  the 
habit  of  moving  according  to  their  own  wills,  they  were 
of  but  litde  service  in  a  general  engagement,  lacking  both 
firmness  and  courage.  Thty  were  generally  armed  with 
a  long  lance,  and  sometimes  with  a  sword  and  carbine; 
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the  lasso,  made  of  hone-hair  or  buU's-hide,  forms  an  in^s- 
pensable  part  of  the  equipage  of  these  banditti  and 
assassins,  who  have  commited  more  depredations  upon 
the  American  troops  than  all  the  armies  of  Mexico. 
Officers  and  men  have  been  taken  when  nnanned  and 
defenceless,  and  slaughtered  in  the  most  cruel  and  barbar- 
ous manner  by  these  cowardly  auxiliaries,  whose  only 
object  is  plunder,  and  who  are  despised  even  by  tlieir  own 
countrymen  as  disloyal,  treacherous,  and  untrasty. 

The  usual  mode  of  raising  an  army  in  Mexico  is  to 
send  out  a  party  of  veterans,  who  seize  upon  a  certain 
number  of  half-naked  Indians  among  the  mountains,  or,  in 
the  agricultural  districts ;  these  recruits  are  fastened  to  a 
long  chain,  and  driven  in  this  fariiion  to  the  different  de« 
pots,  vriiere  tiiey  are  clothed,  armed,  drilled,  and  instructed 
in  the  use  of  arms.  "When  men  are  scarce,  the  jmsons  are 
^nptLed  of  their  vile  contents,  and  the  WOTst  viUains  in 
tlie  repuUie  are  called  upon  to  volunteer  for  a  specified 
term  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  years  for  which  they 
have  been  sentenced  tw  punishment.*  The  morale  o!  such 
an  army,  composed  of  this  kind  of  material,  must  be,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  extremely  bad ;  desertion,  insubordination, 
and  licentiousness,  pervade  the  ranks.  The  Mexican  ra- 
pidly degenerates  when  he  becomes  a  soldier,  and  if  he 
was  not  a  robber  before  he  entered  the  service,  he  gene- 
rally becomes  erne  when  he  leaves  it. 

There  is,  however,  one  class  of  tike  troops  who  are  in  a 
measure  free  from  these  vices — old  veterans  who  served  in 
the  Spanish  line  beforo  the  revolution,  ancient  followers  of 
Santa  Anna,  Victnia,  and  Guerrero,  who  have^  lived  so 
long  in  the  barracks  and  camp,  that  it  has  become  their 
home.  These  men  never  desert  or  mutiny,  unless  their 
pay  is  deferred,  when  they  readily  join  in  the  pronuncia- 
mento  which  invariably  follows  an  exhausted  treasury. 

'^m^am^t^^m^am   ■  i     ■        ■■    ■     i        in    .i  i  i.^— —  ■  .  n  ■■■■-■■  i  »       ■     i  ii»—  ..     i  ^  w        | 

•  TlMmpson,  Keadill,  Mey  w,  M.  DalloC  do  M o6ai. 
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Santa  Anna  was  always  a  favgrite  with  them,  as  he  wa« 
careful  to  retain  their  good  opinion  by  proTiding  for  their 
wants.  i 

By  the  exercise  of  incessant  labor,  constant  wakeful- 
ness, and  invincible  perseverance,  the  government  suc- 
ceeded in  mustering  an  army,  collecting  means  for  its 
transportation  to  San  Luis  Fotosi,  and  fiamiwhing  it  with 
the  supplies  necessaiy  for. its  existence.  In  addition  to 
the  regular  f<Hrce  the  militia  were  reorgani%,ed,  and  called 
out  to  serve  in  the  garrisons,  and  to  act  as  a  reserve,  if 
needed.  While  these  preparations  were  going  on,  the 
news  of  the  capitulation  of  Monterey  arrived  at  the  capital, 
and  stimulated  the  authorities  in  their  noble  efforts  to 
defend  the  country.  Yet  the  intelligence  was  entirely 
unexpected,  as  the  town  was  known  to  be  stronger  than 
any  other  place  in  Mexico,  to  be  well  fortified  by  art,  and 
firom  its  position  among  the  mountains  of  the  ^erraMadre, 
difficult  to  reach  and  hard  to  captdre ;  it  was  indeed  re- 
garded as  the  key  to  the  intmor,  which,  once  lost,  would 
enable  the  enemy  to  throw  forward  his  colunms  at  his 
convenience*  Yet  when  the  particulars  of  the  siege  were 
known,  the  censure  which  had  been  heaped  upon  the  brave 
defenders  of  the  place  were  changed  into  praise,  and  Am- 
pudia  was  received  as  a  good  servant  of  the  republic,  and 
an  able  general,  by  the  commander-in-chief.  The  resist- 
less onset  of  the  Americans  upon  the  batteries,  the  novel 
mode  of  advancing  through  the  walls  of  the  houses,  and 
the  destruction  caused  by  the  artillery,  were  deemed  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  surrender  of  the  town, 

Santa  Anna  having  at  last  concentrated  a  considerable 
force  at  San  Luis,  proceeded  there  in  person,  and  reached 
that  place  on  the  8th  of  October.  Shortiy  afterwards,  he 
was  reinforced  by  the  division  of  the  north  under  Ampudia, 
whose  rear-goard  evacuated  Saltillo  on  the  15th,  and  thus 
left  it  virtually  in  the  hands  of  the  invaders.  The  different 
portions  of  the  corps  £  armee  assembled  at  San  Luis  were 
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fluljected  to  a  severe  ezaininatioii  by  the  oommanding- 
general,  who  broke  up  regiments  and  battalions,  and 
reorganized  them  into  new  divisiottB.  He  also  purged 
the  army  of  such  officers  and  men  who  had  an  evil  repu- 
tation among  their  associates  for  lioentioiisness,  rapacity, 
or  cowardice.  JEDs  exertions  were  indefatigable,  and, 
occupied  with  but  one  great  purpose,  the  Mexican  leader 
never  appeared  to  sudi  advantage  as  when,  struggling 
against  a  thouaand  difficulties,  he  was  preparing  to  bring 
into  the  field  an  6rmy — upon  whose  future  deeds  he  had 
staked  the  destinies  of  his  country ; 

The  new  levies  were,  as  soon  as  they  joined  the 
forces,  put  under  the  hands  of  the  drill'^mastem,  who  spared 
neither  oa^Mi  nor  blows  to  bring  them  into  that  auto- 
maton-like conditioa  characteristic  of  the  trained  soldier. 
The  greatest  difficulty  experieneed  by  Santa  Anna  was 
that  resjolting  from  the  poverty  of  the  government;  he  had 
material  enough,  but  was  sorely  pressed  for  the  supplies 
necessary  to  keep  his  troops  togethei'--for  food  they  could 
not  dispense  with^  and  as  it  would  consume  some  months 
before  he  could  trust  his  recruits  in  a  contest  with  the 
victors  of  Palo  AHo  and  Monterey,  he  was  placed  in  a 
very  uncomfcnrtable  position. 

The  acting  Executive,  General  ^as,  was  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  tiie  State ;  so  was  Almonte,  the  minister 
of  war,  and  his  colleagues,  Gomez  Farias,  Rejon,  and  Lar 
fragna — all  of  whom  were  able  statesmen,  and  worthy 
sons  of  the  republic;  but  from  this  source  he  could  not  ex- 
pect any  other  thui  temporary  relief,  as  the  provisional 
antiuurities  had  detennined  to  do  nothing  mitil  the  meeting 
of  Congress.  In  this  dilenima,  the  energetic  chief  put  his 
talents  to  the  stretch,  and  for  some  weeks  succeeded  in 
furnishing  his  men  witii  the  means  of  subsistence.  At  a 
subsequent  period,  when  his  forces  were  almost  in  a  state 
of  starvation,  Santa  Anna  pledged  his  own  private  pro- 
perly for  the  payment  of  provisions,  which  he  distributed 
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among  the  ranks  of  the  destitate  army  with  a  liberal  hand ; 
the  act  of  a  truly  noble  and  patriotic  Bpirit,  which,  chas- 
tened by  time  and  adversity,  flung  its  vices  to  the  winds, 
wad  blazed  forth  in  its  native  splendor.  No  bad,  cormpt 
heart  could  have  been  moved,  under  any  circumstances,  to 
do  an  action  of  this  kind, — even  by  selfish  ambition,  the 
loye  of  fame,  or  the  hope  of  fiitnre  reward.  No  sudi  mo- 
tive could  have  influenced  Santa  Anna,  who  knew  his 
countrymen  too  well  to  trust  those  who  had  count^ianced 
the  slaughter  of  so  many  distinguished  patriots,  with  whom 
gratitude  existed  only  in  name. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  the  American  secretary  of  war 
instructed  General  Taylor  to  ^  give  the  requisite  notice,  diat 
the  armistice  was  to  cease  at  once,  and  that  each  party 
was  at  liberty  to  resume  and  prosecute  hostilities  without 
restriction."  In  compliance  with  this  <Mrder,  the  Genial 
dispalched  MiQor  Graham,  on  the  5th  of  November,  to  the 
enemy's  lines  with  a  communication,  ibimally  announcing 
the  instructions  he  had  received,  and  his  determination  of 
renewing  the  war  l^  the  18th,  feeling  himself  at  perfect 
liberty  to  advance  beyond  Rinconada  after  that  day.  He 
also  took  this  occasion  to  request  of  the  Mexican  Iead» 
the  release  of  several  prisoners,  who  had  been  captured 
and  carried  to  San  Luis. 

•  Santa  Anna  immediately  replied,  1^  readily  acquiescing 
in  the  proposition  to  abrogate  the  armistice;  and  stated, 
that  he  would  willingly  comply  with  General  Tayl<H's 
demand,  by  releasing  the  captives,  seven  in  number,  who 
had  been  taken  there  for  6afe-kee|Hng,  directing  the  com* 
missary  of  hia  army  to  furnish  the  men  with  seventy 
dollars,  to  pay  their  expenses  upon  the  road. 

In  his  letter,  die  American  commander  had  remarked, 
that  at  the  time  he  had  entered  into  the  convention  with 
Ampudia,  he  had  hoped  that  the  terms  in  which  it  was 
conceived  would  open  the  way  for  an  amicable  and  honor* 
able  a4}iuitment  of  the  difficulties  between  thci  two  coun- 
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tries.  In  his  answer  of  the  10th,  Santa  Anna  said : — 
*'  Laying  oat  of  the  question,  as  to  whether  that  con- 
vention was  the  result  of  necessity,  or  of  the  noble 
sentiments  now  disclosed  by  you,  I  content  myself  with 
saying  that,  by  the  decision  and  spirit  manifested  by  all 
Mexicans,  you  should  banish  every  idea  of  peace,  while  a 
single  North  American,  in  arms^  treads  upon  the  soil  of 
this  republic."* 

The  forces  under  General  Taylor  cantoned  at  Monterey 
and  encamped  in  the  neighboring  woods  of  San  Domingo* 
had  in  the  interval  been  employed  in  strengthemng  the 
defences  of  the  city — ^keeping  open  the  line  of  communica 
tion  between  that  point  and  Camargo,  and  transporting 
BUj^Iies  fix>m  the  Rio  Grande.  The  country  now  occupied 
by  the  army  could  fiimish  nothing  for  its  support  but  com 
and  beef,  which  were  paid  for  in  cash  the  moment  they 
were  delivered;  this  policy  was,  under  Ihe  circumstances^ 
the  best  that  could  be  pursued,  as  it  conciliated  the  inhabir 
tants  and  facilitated  the  op^ations  of  the  invaders.  The 
task  of  fighting  and  beating  the  enemy  was  among  the 
least  of  ike  difficulties  the  Americans  had  to  encounter ; 
in  a  region  so  barren j  they  were  compelled  to  regulate 
their  movements  by  the  quantity  of  supplies  at  their  dis*- 
posal.  Gieneral  Taylor  had  penetrated  to  Monterey  witk 
the  same  wagon-train  with  which  he  had  left  Corpus 
Christ!  seven  months  befcnre,  and  he  did  not  receive  an  adr 
dition  to  these  until  the  2d  of  November  .f 

On  the  12th  the  second  division,  under  General  Worthy, 
consisting  of  eight  companies  of  artillery,  two  reg^ents 
of  infantry,  and  one  company  of  volunteers,  supported  by 
Duncan's  battery  of  eight  pieces,,  took  up  the  line  of  march 
for  SaltiUo  sixty-five  miles  distant.     On  the  18th  the 


*  Vide  Santa  Anna's  Letter  to  General  Taylor,  dated  San  tuis'  Potosi, 
Nevember  10th,  1846. 

t  General  Taylor's  Dispatch,  Norember  8th,  1846. 
27 
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teommander-in-chief  followed  with  two  sqaadroiui  of  dra- 
;gooii8.  While  advanciag  upon  that  point,  tiie  General 
^waa  met  by  a  meaaenger  from  Dc»  Jose  Marie  de  AginrrSy 
ihe  newly  elected  governor  of  the  State  of  Coahmla,  wIm 
;placed  in  his  hand  a  formal  protest  ^  against  the  govern* 
jnent  of  the  United  States  of  Ihe  north,  for  the  nsorpatioa 
(rf  the  territory  ocenpied  by  their  arms — for  the  outrages 
and  damages  which  should  accrue  to  the  persona  and  fro^ 
perty  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  defenodess  towns— for 
the  ii^uries  the  public  interests  may  suffer — and  for  ail 
iiub  evils  consequent  upon  the  most  uigosttfiaUe  invasion 
ever  known  to  the  worid."*  Having  rid  himself  of  diis, 
which  had,  doubtless,  weighed  grievously  upon  his  nmd, 
the  governor  of  Coahuila  retired  from  ihe  capital,  wlu<di 
was  immediately  occupied  by  die  second  division,  wiAoat 
opposition.  By  this  movement,  Ae  route  Irom  the  Ufw 
oountry  to  the  table  lands  above,  as  well  as  the  passage 
to  Mondova,  was  oovered  by  the  troops,  who-  were  also 
placed  within  reach  of  a  fertile  district,  abounding  in 
bread  stoffi  and  forage. 

While  Taylor  was  pushing  forward  his  oolomns  in  Ais 
direction,  Brigadier-General  Wool  left  San  Antonio  de 
Bexar,  in  September,  at  the  head  of  a  force  two  thouMmd 
four  hundred  strong,  composed  of  the  Illinois,  Arkansas,  and 
Kentucky  troops,  which  were  commanded  by  colonels  Yell, 
Hardin,  Bissell,  and  Humphrey  Marshall.  A  large  portion 
of  these  were  cavalry ;  there  wai3  also  a  battalion  of  regn* 
lar  artillery,  and  a  train  of  six  field-^pieces  accompanying 
the.  expedition.  CSrossing  the  great  plains  between  Bexar 
and  the  Rio  Grande,  the  column  passed  &at  river  at  the 
Presidio  del  Norte^  and  advanced  in  the  direction  of  dd- 
huabua,  the  derignated  point  of  attack. 

After  suffering  much  from  long  and  fatiguing  marches 
through  a  strange  and  to  them  unknown  region,  the  troops 


•  Protest  of  th«  Govenior  of  Coahuila,  Saltino,  Nov,  leih,  1846. 
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reached  Santa  Rosa,  where  their  piogredv  was  abrapliy 
checked  by  tlie  Sierra  Gorda,  a  range  of  nionntauiB  iridch 
here  rise  to  an  altitude  at  nearly  4,^0  feet  dho^e  the 
level  of  the  plain,  without  a  aingle  pass  or  defile  leading 
over  it.*  The  column  waa,  therefore,  compelled  to 
torn  to  the  flouthward  in  secffoh  of  a  road  to  Chihnahna. 
Skirting  the  enlire  base  of  the  Sl^ra,  its  progress  was  slow 
and  difficult,  and  it  was  not  until  the  29th  of  October  it 
reached  Monclova. 

As  Wool  approached,  die  prefect  of  the  city  issued  a 
formal  protest  against  the  occi^»ation  of  the  country,  after 
which  he  came  out  to  the  camp,  attended  by  an  escort  of 
oabaUerot  arrayed  in  the  picturesqoe  dress  <rf*  the  province, 
with  ponderous  spurs  hanging  to  thm  heels,  and  gayly 
colored  mantles  fnxn  their  shoulders;  mounted  upon 
riiowy  animals  the  party  made  a  dashing  i^pearanee. 
They  were  received  courteously  by  the  General,  and  during 
the  month  he  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Monclova,  no 
feeling  of  animosity  was  apparent  in  tike  intercourse  mur 
toally  cultivated  by  the  troops  and  the  natives.  M 
Parras,  a  few  weeks  later,  a  still  more  fiiendly  feding  was 
visible,  several  sick  soldiers  were  taken  into  the  houses  of 
some  of  the  first  people  of  the  place  and  carefidly  nursed 
by  the  ladies  of  the  fSunily. 

At  these  places  no  robbery,  or  oppression  of  timorous 
defenceless  inhabitants  was  permitted  by  the  commanding 
officers;  the  provisions  furnished  to  the  army  were 
pron^tly  paid  for,  and  in  all  respects  the  former  were  the 
gainers  by  the  occupation  of  their  territory  by  the  Ameri- 
can forces.  Never  had  this  part  of  Goahnila  been  so  well 
guarded  against  the  prowling  savage,  on  merciless  bandit ; 
the  roads  were  cleared  of  the  last,  and  the  fierce  Indian  of 
tlie  wilderness  fled  at  the  sound  of  the  cavalry  bugles. 


•  Tide  ihe  isport  of  Captain  Haghss,  Topogfaphieal  Ssginser,  Ffflbb 
14th,  1847. 
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During  this  period  men  oould  travel  from  their  baciendaB 
to  the  city  with  some  hope  oi  retmning  eafely,  a  feeling 
entirely  nnknoWn  to  them  for  some  months  previous. 

As  there  was  no  practicable  route  to  Chihuahua  from 
tile  east,  except  by  Ihe  way  of  Parras,  which  would  bring 
his  column  within  a  few  leagues  of  Saldllo,  Wool  halted 
at  Monclova  until  he  received  cNrders  fit>m  General  Taylor; 
inquiring,  sensibly  enough,  **  What  is  to  be  gained  by  going 
to  Chihuahua  ?" 

It  was  the  policy  of  the  Umted  States,  at  this  juncture, 
to  take  possession  of  as  much  of  the  Mexican  territory  aa 
possible,  in  order  that  the  Congress,  before  which  the  propo- 
sitions for  a  pacification  were  to  be  laid,  would  be  more 
readily  induced  to  accept  of  the  profiered  t^ms.  In  order 
to  do  this  efieetually  an  expedition  was  planned  against 
Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz;  the  nM)vement  upon  the  former 
being  intended  as  a  feint  to  cover  the  design  against  die 
latter. 

The  Mexican  government,  conscious  of  its  inability  to 
garrison  and  fortify  the  mouth  of  the  Fanuco^  had  with- 
drawn the  few  troops  which  had  been  stationed  there,  on 
the  27tfi  of  October,  leaving  the  place  in  a  defenceless 
condition.  On  the  14th  of  November,  Commodore  Perry, 
then  commanding  the  naval  forces  in  the  Gulf,  took  pos- 
session of  Tampico,  and  made  a  requisition  for  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  to  hold  tiie  place.  Toward  the  close  of 
the  month,  several  companies  of  regulars  and  volunteers 
with  a  supply  of  ordinance  and  munitions  were  safely 
landed  at  the  town,  and  its  defences  being  repaired  and 
new  works  erected,  it  was  soon  placed  in  a  state  to  bid 
defiance  to  any  attack  the  enemy  might  make  upon  it:  A 
few  weeks  before  this,  Commodore  Perry  had  entered  the 
river  Tobasco  with  a  squadron  of  six  vessels,  and  ascend- 
ing it  to  the  city  of  Tobasco,  anchored  opposite  the  town 
and  summoned  it  to  surrender,  on  the  evening  of  the  25th 
of  October. 
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The  place  was  ganriBoned  by  three  hundred  regular 
troops,  and  a  large  nuinber  of  militia  who  had  asaemhled 
at  the  approach  of  the  hostile  fleet.  The  Goveraor  refused 
to  give  up  the  town,  and  Ferry  commenced  the  conflict  by 
firing  into  the  soldiers'  quarters  and  the  fort.  One  of  the 
first  shots  striking  the  flagf-staff*,  the  Mexican  colmrs  fell 
to  the  ground^  which  for  a  time  caused  the  assailants  to 
believe  that  the  city  had  surrendered. 

On  the  2dth  the  enemy  opened  a  sharp  fire  of  mus* 
ketry  upon  the  ships,  which  was  answered  by^  the  cannon 
of  die  latter,  every  discharge  of  which  produced  much 
iigury  upon  the  houses.  The  people  of  Tobasco  urged 
the  CSovemor  to  submit  to  their  powerAil  adversary,  but  he 
sternly  refused;  he, however, permitted  th^n  to  raise  a 
white  fiag  and  to  send  a  conunnnication  to  the  fleet  praying 
the  Commodore  to  spare. the  town ;  he  replied  by  promis* 
ing  to  do  so,  observing  that  he  only  desired  to  fight  die 
soldiers.  A  detachment  of  eighteen  men  having  landed 
near  the  place  they  were  attacked  by  a  superior  force,  and 
after  a  brisk  action  of  half-an-hour  the  Mexicans  were 
driven  back,  the  other  party  losing  one  man  killed  and  two 
wounded.  lieutenant  Morris  was  also  mortally  wounded 
while  passing  the  enemy's  fire,  in  an  effort  to  communicate 
with  those  on  shore.  The  cannonading  fi>om  the  vessels 
wae  now  renewed  with  energy,  and  in  the  ooume  of  an 
hour  Tobasco  was  nearly  demolished ;  die  houses  of  die 
foreign  residents  and  consuls  being  uniqfured,  as  well  as 
those  whidh  appeared  to  be  occupied  by  non-combatants. 
The  Governor  answered  the  fire  firom  a  battary  of  four 
pieces,  which  however  did  no  great.execution.  At  midnight 
the  squadron  hoisted  their  anchors;  as  the  ships  dropped 
down  the  stream  and  passed  the  city,  a  broadside  and  a 
volley  of  musketry  were  poured  into  the  streets,  "sweeping 
them  of  every  living  thing." 

The  olgect  of  the  expedidon  had  been  to  capture  a 
number  of  vessels  which  had  taken  refuge  in  the  river ; 
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ihe  prises  Ukem,  coBsbtiiig  of  one  brig,  two  flieamen,  five 
sdMOBsn,  one  aloop  and  several  soialler  evaft  weroi  inik 
tlie  exception  of  one,  wUek  was  bomedi  carried  tMtety  te 
Anton  lizardo,  the  rendesToas  of  the  fleet  on  llie  coast  et 
Vera  Cms. 

In  order  that  die  whole  state  of  Tamaolipas  sbocdd  be 
under  the  control  of  the  sormj,  General  Taylor  ord^ed 
General  Wool  to  abandon  all  idea  of  proeeo<fiagr  to  Qii- 
hnahaa,  and  to  advance widi  his  colonm  to  Parras;  which 
movement  was  eifectod  wi  A  sach  celerity  and  cantioii  Ast 
Bonneville's  battalion,  which  led  the  march,  "wma  oAbb 
mistakea  bj  the  inhabitants  for  a  par^  of  thooe  hostile 
savages  who  had  so  often  desolated  Aese  beantiiBl 
regions. 

The  next  operation  was  against  Yietoria,  the  capital  of 
TamaaUpas,  which  is  situated  between  Uontarey  aad 
Tampico;  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fonner  place,  General  Uirea 
was  believed  to  be  at  tito  head  of  a  division  acting  as  a 
corps  of  observation. 

On  the  17th,  the  different  regiments  designed  for  the 
oocapation  of  Victoria  formed  a  junction  at  Mootemorelos, 
sixtf -eight  miles  from  Monterey;  that  evening  an  exprenr 
anived  frcMn  SaltiUo  informing  die  commaad^r^n-dnef 
that  Santa  Anna  was  abovt  to  take  advantage  of  the  scat- 
tered condition  of  the  troops  at  that  crisis,  by  mahing  a 
sudden  attack  upon  the  latter  city,  and  upon  the  position 
of  General  Wool  at  Parras.  This  intelligence  altered  the 
original  plan  which  had  been  laid  down ;  Quitman's  bri- 
gade, supported  by  a  field  battery,  was  ordered  to  continue 
the  ronte  to  Victoria,  where  it  was  expected  that  a  division 
of  vohmteers  under  General  Patterson,  then  on  the  mardi, 
would  join  them.  Taylor  himself  retnmed  with  tiie  rega- 
lar  troops  to  his  old  camp,  and  was  hastening  on  to 
Worth's  relief  at  SaltiUo,  when  he  learned  from  that  oflfe^r 
that  he  had  been  reinforced  by  the  early  airival  of  yfooVa 
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eolumiiy  and  that  the  enemy,  inetead  of  advaaoing^  had 
recalled  some  of  hig  parties  of  obaenration. 

General  Quitman's  command  arrived  at  Victoria  on  the 
SOth  of  December ;  there  was  in  the  town  a  body  of  fifteen 
hundred  cavalry^  which  retreated  as  the  inyaders  ap- 
proached, leaving  them  to  take  quiet  possession  of  it 
without  striking  a  blow  in  its  defenoe>  although  from  the 
careless  manner  in  which  the  volunteers  conducted  them* 
selves,  no  better  opportunity  could  have  ofiered  itself  for 
an  attack.  The  Mexicans  fell  bade  to  Jaumave,  on  the 
road  towards  Tula,  where  a  strong  force  under  General 
Valencia  was  encamped. 

While  these  events  were  passing  in  the  north,  the  Mexi- 
can government  was  straining  every  nerve  to  meet  the  exi- 
gencies of  die  times,  which  were  eveiy  hour  assuming  a 
darker  aspect.  Hie  energetic  efforts  of  President  Salas  and 
Santa  Anna  had  produced  nmck  good,  tiie  puUic  spirit  had 
been  awakened,  confidence  had,  in  a  measure,  been  restored 
between  the  nation  and  the  supremo  authcmties,  and  a  for- 
midable army  had  been  brought  into  the  field ;  bot  still 
more  remained  to  be  done,  the  public  exchequer  was 
empty,  the  ordinary  channels  through  which  the  state 
derived  its  resources  were  closed,  and  could  not  be  opened 
until  the  war  should  terminate;  never  had  Mexico  been  so 
impoverished  since  the  conquest. 

Under  these  distressing  circumstances  the  government 
resolved  to  make  a  last  appeal  to  the  several  states  com- 
posing the  confederacy,  to  whom  it  had  resUNred  the  bless- 
ings of  civil  liberty  and  equal  laws,  when  they  were  about 
to  be  swept  away  by  the  machinations  of  the  aristocratio 
and  monarchical  factions.  Contributions  of  various  sums 
had  been  furnished  by  some  of  the  departments,  but  not  in 
amounts  commensurate  with  their  means,  or  the  necessi^ 
of  the  demand. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  the  Senor  Lafragna,  then 
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acting  as  minister  of  relationB,  addressed  a  circular  to  the 
govemoni  of  the  states,  calling  upon  diem  in  the  sacred 
name  of  their  conntiy  to  come  to  the  aid  of  the  admims- 
tration  and  the  army,  for  the  hour  had  arrived  ^which  was 
to  decide  the  future  destiny  of  Mexico — her  refigion,  her 
manners,  language,  even  her  very  exist^ice  aa  a  nation, 
hung  upon  the  issue  of  the  struggle  she  was  then  engaged 
in  with  the  people  of  the  north.    Between  glory  and  shame 
there  was  no  mean  to  choose,  Ihe  enemy  must  be  driven 
from  the  country,  or  the  generous  race  of  the  soath  must 
yield  to  the  invader,  who  already  occupied  Tamaolipafl^ 
Nueva  Leon,  Santa  Fe,  Coahuila  and  the  Califomias,  and 
was  pushing  his  arms  toward  the  interior  as  rapidly  a§ 
drcumstanoes  would  permit  him.    Tlie  Congress  about  to 
assemble  could,  if  so  disposed,  make  peace,  but  die  Ezeeo- 
tive  had  absolutely  determined  that  the  name  of  Mexico 
should  be  erased  from  the  catalogue  of  nations   by  the 
edge  of  the  American  sword,  before  her  infamy  should  be 
inscribed  upon  the  face  of  a  shameful  treaty.* 

**  That  proud  confederacy,"  continued  the  minister, 
^  whose  government  insults,  with  its  acts,  the  ashes  of 
Washington;  that  population — which  is  composed  in  part 
of  avaricious  merchants,  for  whom  all  grand  ideas,  all 
generous  thoughts  are  subordinate  to  self-interest;  those 
pretended  democratic  states,  who  excommunicate  all  who 
have  a  single  drop  of  the  blood  which  the  whites  would 
consider  distinct  from  their  own,  and  who  traffic  unwcnr- 
thily  in  the  creatures  of  God,  are  likewise  risking  their 
existence  in  this  war — for  they  have  in  their  bosom  a 
Jhousand  conflicting  elements." 

This  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  the  nation  fell  unno- 
ticed upon  the  ears  of  the  people  and  the  local  authoritiesi 
who  had  positively  nothing  to  give  in  the  sh^pe  of  money , 
the  precious  metals  having  been  drawn  from  the  countiy 

*  See  Appendix,  XXL 
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^  by  foreign  creditors,  the  national  mint  was  closed,  and 

I  the  late  civil  commotions  and  existing  war  had  paralyzed 

t  the  operations  of  the  mining  companies.    The  only  gold 

t  and  silver  that  was  visible  to  the  senses,  was  to  be  seen  in 

t  the  gorgeous  cathedrals  and  churches,  where  the  priests 

r  who  ministered  at  the  altar  dazzled  the  eyes  of  the  multi* 

I  tude  with  the  magnificent  display  of  massive  plate  and 

[  jewels,  which  the  piety  of  a  former  age  had  dedicated  to 
holy  uses. 


CHAPTER   VII. 

MuTure  of  the  FadenI  Congress —  Election  of  Santa  Anna  and  Gomes 
Fariaa— Rejeetion  of  the  Pacific  Oteitorea  of  die  United  States  — 
Law  confiscating  the  Property  of  the  Chiiich  —  Protest  of  the  Clergy 
—Administration  of  Fariaa  —  Policy  of  the  Clergy  —  Massacre  of 
GoTemor  Bent  in  New  Mezieo— Battles  of  Canada  and  £1  Embndo 
—  Occupation  of  El  Paso— Battle  of  Sacramento  —  Califinnin  — 
Santa  Anna's  adTance  npon  Saltillo  —  Capture  of  Major  Gainea  «-> 
The  Paas  of  Angostan  —  Battle  of  Bnena  Vista — Retreat  of  the 
Mexicans  —  General  Scott —  Preparations  for  the  redaction  of  Yem 
Cms—  Landing  of  the  Americans— Investment,  bombardment,  and 
capture  of  the  City  and  Castle* 

Thb  Mexican  Congress  assembled  at  the  capital  in  the 
early  part  of  December,  1846,  under  the  old  constitntion; 
it  was  composed  of  a  better  class  of  citizens  than  those 
who  had  formerly  represented  the  nation  in  the  halls  of 
the  national  palace,  toward  whom  all  men  now  gazed,  in 
the  hope  that  through  their  exertions  the  misfortunes 
which  had  lately  fallen  upon  Mexico  would  be  alleviated, 
and  that  she  would  emerge  bright  and  glorious  ftom  the 
darkness  which  now  spread  over  the  land. 

The  deputies,  who  had  been  elected  by  the  people, 
were  nearly  all  staunch  republicans,  men  who  had  been 
distinguished  for  their  persevering  opposition  to  the  cen- 
tral system,  and  who  had  suffered,  in  consequence,  perse- 
cution, and  much  iiyury,  from  the  different  administrations 
which  had  recently  cursed  the  country.  By  the  death  of 
the  archbishop,  and  the  fall  of  Paredes,  who  had  been 

(4S6) 
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permiited  to  retire  from  fke  republic,  the  monarcliical 
facdoQ  li«d  been  eniihed;  and  those  leaders  vho  had 
espoused  its  prindples  had  been  taught  to  respect  the  will 
ef  the  uatiou  as  the  supreme  law,  and  they  oairied  with 
itiem  into  the  obseurity  ei  private  life,  to  which  tliey  had 
be^i  compelled  to  retire,  the  humiliatiny  recollection  of 
haying,  in  attempting  the  destruction  of  liber^,  re-estab- 
lished, instead  of  a  monarchy,  a  constitational  demooraey* 

One  of  the  most  important  duties  which  devolved  upon 
Congress,  was  that  of  appointing  a  chief  magistrate,  into 
whose  hands  theexecutiye  power  could  be  safely  entrusted. 
The  friends  of  Santa  Anna  advocated  hb  daimato  that 
dignity,  in  the  warmest  manner;  while  those  of  Gomes 
Farias  boldly  asserted  that  he  had  acquired  a  right  to  the 
office  l^  his  long  and  disinterested  exertions  in  behalf  of 
the  sacred  principles  of  freedom ;  General  Salas,  also,  had 
his  partisans,  who,  referring  witii  pride  to  the  evenls  of 
the  last  few  months,  demanded  of  thw  colleagues  thaA  he 
should  be  continued  in  the  high  station  he  had  so  worthily 
occupied  rince  tiie  late  revohiticm. 

After  a  great  deal  of  unnecessaiy  delay,  the  question 
was  disposed  of  by  Santa  Anna  being  elected  Provisional 
President,  and  Gomez  Farias  yice-iVesident  of  the  rqpublici 
on  the  33d  of  December.  Fariaswas  to  perform  the  duties 
of  the  Executive  department,  while  the  former  was  to  ro- 
main  at  the  head  of  the  army,  until  the  invaders  had  been 
driven  from  the  Mexican  territory,  when  he  would  aasiima 
las  position  at  the  head  ot  the  government.  In  his  letter 
to  the  minister  of  relations,  announcing  his  acceptance  of 
the  honor  which  had  been  confeired  upon  him,  Santa  Anna 
expressed  his  gratitude  to  the  legislativobody  for  the  re- 
paration which  iksy  had  made  him  for  the  injuries  he  had 
received  from  those,  who,  acting  in  the  name  of  the  nar 
tion,  had  driven  him  into  exile :  ^'  I  have  reflected  much 
whether  I  should  accept  the  office,  which,  for  the  fifth  time 
in  the  course  of  my  Itfe,  has  been  bestowed  upon  me;  but 
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at  last  oTercoming  my  natural  rqmgnanoer-Hitifliiig 
within  my  breast  considerations  of  a  private  nature  miuch 
inftaenced  me,  and,  more  than  all,  convinced  that  my  fel- 
low-<dtizens  will  not  do  me  the  injoslice  to  bdiere  that  I 
returned  from  otiracism  to  repossess  nqrself  of  powo-,  I 
have  resolved  upon  the  sacrifice;  for  there  is  nodiing 
which  I  am  not  prepared  to  do  in  obedience  to  my  be- 
loved oomty.  My  refusal  would  complicate  our  difficul- 
ties, by  {wesenting  a  new  electoral  crisis,  whidi  would  be 
perilous  to  ike  holy  cause  we  are  sustaining,  against  the 
morbid  ambition  of  the  United  States  of  America.''* 

Gomez  Farias,  in  his  inaugural  message  to  the  Con- 
gress, briefly  stated  the  outlines  of  the  policy  he  intended 
to  pursue ;  he  promised  equal  protection  to  the  different 
branches  of  industry,  a  scrupulous  observance  of  the  laws 
and  ciHistitution,  and  finally,  that  the  war  should  be  prose- 
cuted with  untiring  energy,  nntU  the  national  tenitoiy 
should  be  evacuated  by  Ihe  armies  of  the  northern  con- 
federacy. The  Bresident  of  Ibe  Senate,  in  his  reply, 
declared  the  country  to  be  in  danger,  but  expressed  the 
confidence  of  the  nation  and  of  the  legislature  in  the  sin- 
cerity and  wisdom  of  the  Executive,  whose  firmness  and 
integrity  would  not  fail  to  faring  to  a  favorable  issue  the 
ample  and  judicious  plans  which  had  been  proposed  for 

the  public  good. 

In  the  oath  wUdi  was  administered  to  ike  Vice-PEe- 
sident,  he  solemnly  promised  to  maintain  the  constitution 
of  1824,  the  independence  of  the  nation,  and  the  integrity  of 
the  national  domain.  The  last  part  of  the  official  oath  was 
added  in  order  to  prevent  the  cession  of  any  portion  of  the 
country  then  in  the  hands  of  the  Americans.  The  overtures 
of  the  government  of  the  States  for  peace  had  been  at  an 
eariy  period  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  deputies, 
who  unanimously  rejected  the  terms,  as  utterly  incompatible 


•  Viis  Saata  Anna's  Letter,  Saa  Luis,  Dee.  97th,  1S46. 
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with  the  interestB,  dignity,  and  honor  of  the  Mexican  Re- 
public.  No  treaty,  no  paxdfication  while  the  enemy  remains 
widiin  the  confines  of  Mexico,  was  the  universal  sentiment 
among  the  members  of  both  houses. 

The  declarations  contained  in  the  messages  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  aroused  tiiie  anger  of  the 
more  violent  senators,  and  it  was  even  proposed  to  iasoe  a 
formal  protest  against  the  ^  false  and  iiyurious  imputar 
tions"  set  forth  in  those  documents.  The  subject  was 
seriously  discussed,  but  was  not  adopted,  because  upon 
examination  it  was  ascertained  that,  however  disrespect- 
ful or  objectionable  the  language  of  Ab  messages,  the 
facts  contained  tlierein  were  true  and  could  not  be  con- 
troverted; the  proposition  was  in  consequence  very  vrisely 
abanddned. 

Having  disposed  of  Ibese  urgent  aSaiiBf  Congress 
now  proceeded  to  consider  the  great  question  of  the  ses- 
sion ;  lliis  was  the  condition  of  the  national  finances ;  a 
matter  which  admitted  of  no  further  delay,  involving  as  it 
did,  not  only  the  stability  of  the  present  system  of  gov- 
ernment, but  the  very  existence  of  the  republic  itself,  in  its 
original  integrity.  Various  ingenious  schemes  were 
brought  forward  to  replenish  the  exchequer,  debates 
innimierable  foUowed  but  no  money  could  be  obtained ;  it 
was  but  too  apparent  that  the  Mexican  nation  was  bank- 
rupt, and  unless  some  means  of  reUef  were  speedily 
devised,  the  operations  of  the  government  must  cease,  the 
army  be  disbanded,  and  the  country  given  up  to  the 
invaders ;  yet  no  ordinary  mode  of  raising  supplies  could 
meet  the  extraordinary  emergency.  It  would  require  more 
than  ten  millions  of  dollars  to  carry  on  the  war,  a  sum 
which  could  only  be  obtained  by  resorting  to  an  expedieiU 
which  had  already  been  ineffectually  attempted  by  the 
preceding  administration.  This  was  to  appropriate  a  por^ 
tion  of  the  property  of  the  church  for  the  benefit  of  the 
nation.    This  psojectwas  warmly  supported  by  GomeE 
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Farias  and  hit  democratic  adkei«nt»  m  CongreM;  tlie 
former  had  advocated  a  similar  measure  ia  1835,  and  liad 
in  consequence  incuired  the  hatred  of  tlie  cleigy,  "who 
compelled  him  to  ^  for  his  Mfe. 

On  the  night  of  the  7th  of  January,  1847,  a  bill  was 
introduced  into  Congress,  authoriting  the  government  to 
raise  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  the  war  vith  the  United  States,  the  money  to  be  pro- 
cored  by  the  sale  or  nuMrtgage  of  the  real  estate  then  in 
possession  of  the  Meiicui  chureh*    At  an  ^arly  hour  on 
the  following  morning  the  debates  upon  this  importaat 
sulti^^  eemmeaced,  and  were  continued,  until  evening. 
Those  who  opposed  the  scheme,  Minded  by  bigotry  and 
superstition,  looked  with  h<»Tor  upon  the  propoeitioa,  as 
one  which  would  draw  down  the  vengeance  of  heavea 
open  the  already  afflicted  land-^as  a  deed  of  wanton  sac^ 
rilege  which  no  exigency  could  extenuate.    The  advocates 
of  the  measure  asserted  that  it  was  not  designed  to  injure 
the  church,  or  to  impair  its  usefiilness;  that  the  vast 
estates  in  quasti<m  were  a  part  of  the  national  property, 
the  gift  of  individuals  to  the  nation,  to  be  used  §x  its 
benefit  in  just  such  an  emergency  as  the  prosent,  when  the 
country  was  threatened  with  destruction ;  that  the  clefgy 
had  been  entrusted  with  this  wealth  in  order  that  it  might 
be  husbanded  until  the  necessities  of  the  state  required 
that  it  should  be  appropriated  for  the  general  good,  and 
that  there  was  no  sacrilege,  no  violation  of  the  principles 
of  justice  in  making  use  of  the  national  property  fortibe 
preservaticm  of  the  nation.    It  was  also  declared  that  the 
church  and  state  being  closely  united,  the  fall  of  one 
would  necessarily  involve  the  oth«r  in  its  ruin,  and  that  in 
fisust  the  ecclesiastical  wealth  would  be  empk>yed  with  aa 
much  advantage  to  the  former  as  to  the  latter.    At  seven 
o'clock  the  Vicar  GenersA  of  Mexico  sent  in  a  protest 
against  the  bill,  which  was  read  to  the  chambers,  after 
which  the  discussion  <^  the  question  was  resumed,  and  an 
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csnting  debate  eiumedi  which  was  kept  up  lantil  a  late 
heur  of  the  aighl.* 

The  oppodtion  was  led  by  the  Senor  Otero,  who  spoke 
vehemently  against  it,  as  a  scheme  oalccdated  to  destroy 
the  religion  of  the  country,  by  depriving  it  of  the  means 
of  support,  which  had  been  granted  to  the  ecclesiastical 
establishment  for  the  maintenance  and  promulgation  of 
the  holy  faith,  and  for  no  other  purpose.  Senor  Canas,  a 
prominent  federalist,  replied,  by  reiterating  the  arguments 
which  had  been  used  by  his  colleagues,  and  presenting  the 
alternative  of  an  honorable  resistance,  or  a  disgracefol 
snirender  of  the  country  to  the  Americans — ^upon  whose 
heads  the  sacrilegious  crime,  if  th^re  was  one,  would  rest — 
he  demanded  the  votes  of  the  deputies  in  favor  of  the  only 
measure  that  could  save  the  republic. 

TIm  question  being  put  to  a  final  vote,  fi»ty*four 
fliembers  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  tiiirty-flve  in  tiie 
negative ;  the  bill  passing  by  a  bare  majority  of  nine.* 
The  decree  was  approved  by  Ihe  IVesident,  and  on  the 
following  day  was  promulgated.  The  clergy  in  the  capi- 
tal had  anxiously  watched  the  proceedings  of  tiie  legisla- 
tive body  during  the  discussion  of  this  interesting  subject, 
and  had  employed  every  means  in  their  power  to  defeat 
the  scheme;  and  had  it  not  been  hurried  through  the 
chambers,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  they  would  have 
succeeded  in  putting  it  down.  On  the  10th  of  the  same 
month,  the  archbishop's  chapter  issued  a  formal  protest 
agidnst  the  law,  as  violating  the  fundamental  principles 
of  the  church,  this  document  was  as  follows : 

**  ProttBt  of  the  venerable  Archbish(^^  9  Chapter  against  the  taking 

poiteenon  of  the  church  property. 
**  This  chapter  haying  been  informed  from  an  undoubted  source, 
that  the  sovereign  Congress  hare  this  morning  approved  of  an  act 
for  (he  taking  possession  of  the  church  property,  without  losing  a 
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moment  for  the  preaervatioii  of  tho«e  sacred  rigfati  cjimrged  upon 
them  by  the  solemn  canons  of  the  church,  have  determined  to  direct 
to  your  excelleney  this  communication,  with  the  object  of  making 
known  that  they  cannot  in  any  manner  coincide  with  ^e  measim 
entertained  in  the  abore-named  act,  not  daring  to  incur  the  eeclesias- 
tical  censures  and  penalties  emitted  at  the  end  of  the  11th  chaplor 
of  the  22d  session  of  the  Sacred  Council  of  Trent,  and  reiterated 
in  the  third  Mexican;  and  in  consequence  they  hereby  enter  the 
most  solemn  protest  against  the  act  now  about  to  be  sanctioned,  only 
expecting  from  the  piety  of  the  supreme  government,  that  the  afore- 
named disposition  oj  the  Sacred  Council  of  Trent,  which  compre- 
hends all,  whatever  may  be  the  dignity  invested  in  them,  and  which 
inflicts  the  highest  punishment  upon  those  who  disregard  it,  may  be 
fully  respected ;  obe3ring  likewise  the  fundamental  law  now  reignii^ 
through  the  republic,  which  guarantees  the  property  of  oar  eoden- 
astical  corporations. 

**  May  it  please  your  excellency  to  make  known  to  the  meet 
excellent  Senor  Yioe-President,  that  these  are  &e  sentiments  enlet^ 
tained  by  this  archbishop's  chapter. 

^  We  present  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  our  distin- 
guished cimsideration  and  esteem.     God  guard  you  many  years. 

^HaU  of  the  Sacred  Church  of  the  archbishop's  chapter  of 
Mexico,  January  10th,  1847, 12  o'clock  M." 

FELIX  OSORES, 
FELIX  6ARCLL  SERALE, 
JOSE  M.  GUZMAN, 
JOSE  M.  YASQUEZ. 
To  the  Minister  of  Justiee  and  Eoelesiastieal  Afiaiis. 

This  opposition  upon  tke  part  of  the  clei^  extended 
throughoat  the  coimtry;  the  declarationa  of  the  Council  of 
Trent  were  quoted  as  infallible  authority,  notwithstanding 
the  fact,  that  eight  venerable  prelates  and  nine  doctors  of 
theology,  sent  by  Spain  to  that  assembly,  had  been  accused 
of  heresy  and  other  crimes  by  the  tribunal  of  the  Inquisi- 
tion.*    The  priesthood  denounced  the  government,  as 

*  Uoiaite's  History  of  the  Infusition,  ohap*  xxix. 
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faYoring  the  cause  of  the  enemies  of  the  faith,  by  passing 
the  act  of  oonfiscationy  and  a  great  excitement  was  created 
npon  the  satgect  among  all  classes  of  the  people;  the  op- 
position to  it  was  more  violent  in  the  cities  and  large 
towns  than  in  the  rural  districts,  religious  estahlishments 
being  more  numerous  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter. 
The  protest  of  the  archbishop's  chapter  was  soon  followed 
by  others,  from  Pnebia,  Queretairo,  and  several  of  the  into* 
rior  states,  the  clergy  using  every  art  known  to  them  to 
stir  up  the  popular  mind  against  Farias  and  his  party. 
In  this  they  partially  succeeded;  the  officials  charged  with 
the  duty  of  levying  upon  the  ecclesiastical  property,  were 
assailed  by  the  excited  people,  and  forced  to  retire,  with- 
out being  able  to  execute  their  functions,  and  it  was 
apparent  that  a  revolution  would  follow  an  attempt  to 
enforee  a  measure  so  odious  to  the  priest-ridden  multitude. 

The  Viea^President,  however,  was  not  to  be  intimi- 
dated by  the  threats  of  excommunication,  or  the  turbulent 
hostility  of  the  aifii^rents  of  the  church;  he  immediately 
apjdied  himself  with  energy  to  the  woric  he  had  so  fear- 
lessly commenced;  he  called  to  his  aid  the  militaiy,  and 
conferred  upon  the  offijcers  extraordinary  pow««,  in  order 
that  the  decree  should  be  carried  into  execution.  He 
caused  the  leaders  of  the  outbreak  to  be  seized  and  thrown 
into  prison;  he  did  not  even  spare  the  **  venerable  clergy" 
themselves,  when  they  were  caught  in  the  act  of  foment- 
ing a  rebellion  against  the  constitutional  authority. 

Another  difficulty  now  appeared,  and  threatened  to 
render  the  law  of  confiscation  abortive;  the  property 
which  had  been  levied  upon  could  not  be  disposed  of  f<»r 
money;  no  one  could  be  found  who  was  willing  to 
advance  the  required  sums  upon  the  estates,  nor  to 
purdiase  them  at  any  reasonable  rate.  Such  was  the 
fear  with  which  the  dennnciati<ms  of  the  ecclesiastics 
had  inspired  the  capitalists,  that  they  declined  to  expose 
themselves    to  the   vindictive  enimty  of  a  class  that 
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tvrere  known  never  to  forgive  an  iigaiy  to  the  drarch. 
This  motive  did  not  deter  the  execative  firom  persisting  in 
bis  favorite  meaaore,  the  Beizores  were  continaed  at  die 
fKHnt  of  :the  bayonet,  in  defiance  of  the  unlbreaeen  cunenm- 
stances  with  which  it  was  involved.  The  great  error  in 
regard  to  this  afi*air  was,  that  the  forced  contiibation  wai 
ito  be  collected  from  the  sale  of  real  estate  ;  it  should  have 
ibeen  from  the  gold  and  silver  plate,  the  rich  adommentB 
that  glittered  in  heaps  upon  the  altars  of  even  the 
poorest  chapel,  and  the  priceless  jewels  that  Uaxcd 
upon  innumerable  shrines,  or  lay  concealed  in  the  eoffen 
of  the  churches. 

Compelled  to  yield  to  the  strong  arm  of  the  govera- 
ment,the  dergy  resorted  to  an  expedient  more  potent  than 
open  resistance,  they  determined  to  employ  their  spiritual 
power  to  protect  their  temporal  wealth.  The  cathedrab 
and  religious  edifices  were  closed,  the  altars  i^ere  robed  in 
the  habiliments  of  mourning — the  accustomed  ceremonies 
and  exerdses  were  suspended;  no  sacramental  rite  was 
administered,  save  to  the  sick  and  dying ;  maniages  were 
unblessed,  children  unbaptized,  and  the  souls  of  the  dead  I 

were  no  longer  prayed  for  during  this  dismal  period  of 
national  calamity. 

These  prooeedings-^which  in  this  conntiy  would  hare 
exdted  the  derision  of  the  people— penetrated  every  heart 
with  profound  sorrow ;  the  multitude,  deprived  of  one  ot 
their  chief  amusements,*  cursed  the  government,  while  the 
more  intelligent  classes,  who  were  constrained  to  ac- 
knowledge the  necessity  which  had  given  rise  to  the 
unpopular  decree,  could  not  but  feel  the  in&uenoe  produced 
upon  the  minds  of  all  by  the  events  of  the  last  few  months. 

This  sad  condition  of  things  was  increased  by  the 
public  journals  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  clergy,  they 
openly  counselled  rebellion  against  the  Executive  and  the 


Relii^oiis  Ferthrala 


OBJECT  OP  CONFISCATION  LAW  DBFEATBIX        485 

eonBtitaent  CongresBy  bb  the  moat  effeetive  method  of 
defeating  what  they  termed  die  saerilegious  attempt  to 
despoil  the  miniBters  of  Heaven  of  their  Bacred  wealth. 

The  principal  object  in  passing  the  aet  or  confiscation, 
had  been  to  obtain  an  immediate  supply  to  carry  on  the 
war ;  the  scheme  had  as  yet  scarcely  brought  a  dollar  into 
the  treasmy,  and  was  therefore  considered  a  failure  by 
even  those  who  advocated  it  in  the  diambers. 

President  Farias,  though  suirounded  with  insuperable 
difficulties^  firmly  pursued  his  policy,  conscious  of  his  good 
intenti(«s,  he  cared  but  little  for  the  applause  or  censure 
of  his  compatriots.  His  ministers  were,  however,  not 
gifted  with  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  or  his  con* 
sistency ;  lliey  resigned  in  a  body,  toward  the  close  of  Janu- 
aiy,  unable  to  c<mtend  with  the  accumulated  evils,  which 
were  inseparable  firom  the  responsible  offices  they  had  held. 

A  new  ministry  was  soon  formed,  of  even  better 
materials  than  the  last ;  R^n  taking  charge  of  the  bureau 
of  relations,  Seaor  FVancisco  Suarez  Iriarte,  that  of 
finances,  while  General  Ganaltzo  continued  to  hold  the 
portfolio  of  war  and  marine. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  having  received 
no  definite  response  to  the  pacific  overtures  wfaieh^had 
been  submitted  three  several  times  to  die  Mexican  authoii^ 
ties,  was  now  forced,  in  defence  of  its  own  policy,  to  prose* 
cute  the  war  with  vigor. 

In  order  to  bring  the  enemy  to  terms,  it  was  det^mined 
to  consummate  the  design  which  had  been  formed  fw  the 
reduction  of  Vera  Cruz ;  it  was  first  proposed  to  land  a 
force  of  4,000  men  upon  the  coast ;  this  arrangement  not 
obtaining  Ihe  approbation  of  General  Taylor,  who  had 
been  consulted  upon  the  subject,'  and  who  gave  it  as  his* 
opinion  that  a  descent  should  not  be  attempted  with  an 
army  less  ftian  ten  thousand  strong,  a  more  ample  and 
judicious  plan  of  operation  was  decided  upon  by  the  ad- 
ministration ;  it  was  now  proposed  to  concentrate  a  laiqge 
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iirce  betixreeft  Vera  Cim  and  the  mouth  of  the  RioGlntfide^ 
which  was  to  land  raddenly  at  Bome  point  near  the  citji 
which  it  was  anticipated  could  be  taken  if  the  attack  wai 
unexpected.  General  Winfield  Scott  was  selected  to  com- 
mand the  expedition,  whidi  was  to  be  entirely  diaocmaeete^ 
with  Ihe  moTementB  of  the  army  in  the  northern  depart- 
ments, under  Taylor. 

General  Scott  arriyed  al  Braaos  Santiago,  alxKit  the 
Ist  of  Janaaiy,  and  ooounenced  his  preparatJana  with  aa 
energy  which  promised  soccess;  Tessels  were   coUeetBd, 
troops  were  withdrawn  firom  Saltillo,  and  the  interior,  sod 
a  portion  of  the  forces  destined  for  the  expeditien  were 
dispatched  to  Tampico,  onder  General  fiuelds,  so  that 
they  might  be  convenient  to  the  contemplated  point  of 
attadL.    General  Scott,  socm  after  he  landM  at  the  Bnam, 
had  endearored  to  eomnnnicate  with  Taylor,  then  at 
Victma  waiting  to  hear  from  him ;  the  officer  selected  to 
bear  the  dispatches  was  lieutenant  Rickey  of  the  4A 
infantry:  on  the  14di  of  January  &e  messenger,  vn€k  his 
escort  of  ten  dragoons,  arrired  at  the  town  of  Villa  GSrande. 
As  he  was  crossing  the  public  square,  in  company  with  aa 
inhabitant  of  the  place,  a  Mexican  rode  up  to  him  and 
threw  a  lasso  ov»  his  head;  putting  spurs  to  his  horse, he 
instantly  galloped  off  at  full  speed,  dragging  the  body  of 
his  victim  some  distance.    The  miscreant  then  stripped 
the  corpse  of  the  unfortunate  youth  of  die  dupatches, 
which  were  hig^y  imp<»tant,  as  they  related  to  the  expe- 
dition then  preparing  against  Vera  Cms ;  by  this  mesas 
Santa  Anna  became  acquainted  with  the  proposed  plan  ^ 

<^  operations  and  acted  upon  his  information  accordingly*  I 

On  the  19th  of  Januaiy,  a  terrible  massacre  occuired 
in  the  vicinity  of  Santa  Fe,  in  New  Mexico;  on  that  dayi  j 

Charles  Bent,  the  territorial  governor,  was  seized,  together 
with  the  sheriff,  prefect,  district-attorney,  and  two  other 
persons,  at  the  town  of  San  Fernando  de  Taos,  and  but- 
chered in  cold  blood,  by  a  party  of  Mexicans,  who  had 
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eoBspiied  to  regain  poaseflnoii  of  the  ooiintiy.  On  the 
same  day,  nine  Americans  were  killed  in  the  same  manner 
by  the  sava|^  popnlace.  The  revolt  soon  spread  over  the 
neighboring  coimtry,  imd,  on  the  2(Hh,  Colonel  Stirling 
Priee,  v^rho  commanded  the  troops  at  Santa  Fe,  learned 
that  a  strong  body  of  Mexicans  and  Indians  were  advanc- 
ihgnpon  that  point;  he  immediately  made  preparations 
for  battlOy  and  on  the  dSd  left  ibe  city,  in  search  of  the 
enemy,  at  the  head  of  three  hundred  and  fiAy  men,  cavalry 
and  infantry,  snj^ported  by  fonr  pieces  of  artillery. 

On  the  following  day  &e  division  encountered  the 
Mexicans,  who  were  posted  in  a  strong  position  on  the 
heights,  in  front  of  the  village  of  Canada,  and  in  some 
houses  at  the  bottom  of  the.  hills.  A  fire  was  immediately 
opened  upon  them  from  the  cannon,  which  was  answered 
by  the  enemy^  and  an  action  ensued,  which  continued  for 
aa  hour  and  a  half;  at  the  end  of  which,  Colonel  Price 
cvdered  a  general  charge  upon  the  houses,  and  the  other 
points  occupied  by  the  foe,  and  in  a  few  minutes  they 
were  dispersed  in  every  direction.  The  Mexican  force  in 
tills  engagement  vnm  fifteen  hundred  men;  their  loss  was 
thirty-six  killed ;  the  number  of  wounded  was  not  ascer- 
tained, as  they  were  carried  off  the  field;  the  American 
loss  was  two  killed  and  six  wounded.*  The  next  day, 
Price  advanced  up  the  Rio  del  Norte  to  Lanceros,  where 
he  was  reinforced  on  the  26th  by  Captain  Bnrgwin,  with 
two  companies  of  dragoons  and  a  field-piece. 

The  division,  now  increased  to  four  hundred  and  se- 
venty men,  rank  and  file,  marched  to  La  Joya,  where  it 
was  learned  that  the  enemy  was  posted  in  the  pass  of 
Eknbudo;  the  road  being  impracticable  for  artillery,  Capt. 
Burgwin  was  ordered  to  march  against  them  with  a  de- 
tachment of  a  hundred  and  eighty  men.  The  pointion  of 
the  Mexicans  was  a  remarkably  strong  one,  in  a  deep 


•  ColoBol  PriM*t  Ditpfttoli,  Febnmiy  15ft,  1847. 
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gorge  of  the  mountains,  wkere  three  men  could  Bcareely 
march  abreast;  they  were  seven  hundred  in  number,  'who 
occupied  both  sides  of  the  steep  and  rugged  hilb.  Thro^w* 
ing  out  flanking  parties,  Burgwin  soon  dislodged  the 
adversary,  who  retired  in  the  direction  of  Embudo  with  a 
speed  which  defied  pursuit.*  The  detachment  following 
the  pass,  entered  the  plain  in  which  the  town  was  situated; 
as  he  drew  near  the  place,  the  Inhabitants  came  out  to 
Qieet  it  with  a  white  flag ;  Embudo  was  taken  posseflBion 
of  without  resistance.  The  enemy's  4oes  in  this  affair  yirwm 
twenty  killed  and  sixty  woimded;  the  American  loss  was 
one  killed  and  one  severely  wonn^tod.t 

The  subsequent  operations  of  Colonel  Price's  command, 
as  related  by  a  prominent  actor^  in  the  conflicts,  were 
equally  successful : 

^  On  the  Ist  and  2d  of  Februaiy,  we  crossed  the  Taos 
mountain  on  a  road  having  from  two  to  three  feet  of  mi- 
broken  snow.  On  the  8d  we  entered  the  town  of  Dott 
Fernando,  where  Governor  Bent  was  murdered,  and  there 
learned  that  the  enemy  had  fortified  themselves  in  the 
Indian  town.  We  immediately  marched  upon  it,  and 
found  the  enemy  strongly  posted  in  and  about  the  choreh, 
or  behind  the  surrounding  wall.  The  six-pounder  and  one 
howitzer  were  opened  on  them.  The  wall  was  soon  broken 
in  several  places  by  both  shot  and  shells,  and  several  of 
the  latter  bursted  handsomely  in  the  town.  Our  ammani* 
tion  wagons,  which  had  not  been  able  to  cross  the  moun- 
tun  on  the  previous  day,  not  having  come  up,  we  were 
compelled  to  return  to  Don  Fernando  to  take  up  quarters 
for  the  night. 

*'  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  4ih^  we  agaib  appeared 
before  the  town,  determined  to  take  it;  and,  satisfied  diat 
we  would  have  a  hard  and  bloody  fight,  I  established  the 


•  Price**  Di«p»teli«  flMa, 
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six-pounder  and  two  howitzers  on  the  north  side  of  the 
town,  and  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yajrds  distant,  so  as 
to  sweep  the  side  of  the  church,  which  faced  inwards ;  the 
other  two  were  to  the  south-west,  to  sweep  the  fit)nt  and 
give^  cross  fire  on  the  town.    A  charge  was  soon  ordered, 
and  was  made  by  Captain  Burgwin,  with  his  dragoons,  and 
a  company  of  volunteers  in  one  line,  and  Captain  Angney, 
with  two  companies  of  infantry  and  one  of  Rice's  regi* 
ment  on  another.    A  lodgment  was  made  at  the  church, 
but  nothing  further  could  be  done  at  that  time,  and  our 
troops  were  exposed  to  a  deadly  fire — Captain  Burgwin 
and  a  lieutenant  of  volunteers  were  soon  carried  off  mor- 
tally wounded — four  dragoons  were  dead,  and  a  number 
of  troops  wounded.    The  church  walls  were  so  thick  as  to 
forbid  all  hope  of  breaching  them  with  the  ammunition  we 
had  with  us,  and  so  a  part  of  the  wall  was  cut  away  with 
axes,  and  finally  a  small  hole  was  cut  through;   but  our 
men  being  shot  through  it  whenever  they  commenced  cut- 
ting, the  work  was  stopped,  and  I  was  directed  to  breach 
it.    The  six-pounder  was  run  up  within  sixty  yards,  and 
we  soon  had,  in  that  part  of  the  wall  which  had  been 
thinnM,  a  breach  large  enough  to  admit  four  men  abreast. 
Several  shells,  which  I  had  recovered  at  Canada,  were 
prepared  and  thrown  in,  the  roof  was  fired,  and  the  six- 
pounder  run  up  within  thirty  feet  of  the  breach,  and  fired 
with  grape.    The  storming  party  immediately  followed, 
and  in  twenty  minutes  we  had  possession  of  that  part  of 
the  town  around  the  church,  and  the  white  flag  was  raised 
on  both  pueblos:  they  were  shot  down,  and  night  now 
coming  on,  we  lay  down  in  the  full  expectation-  of  renew- 
ing the  fight  at  early  dawn. 

''The  enemy  occupied  two  large  and  very  strong  build- 
ings, about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long  and  seven 
stories  high,  of  a  pyramidal  form,  all  the  entrances  being 
through  the  roofii,  which  were  gained  by  ladders.  The 
walls  were  too  thick  for  our  solid,  shot  to  pass  through* 
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dbem,  and  we  had  but  a  few  left.  Early  the  next  mominir^ 
the  aged  meoy  and  women  bringing  their  infantB,  iwnw^grm^ 
and  croMesycame  to  ns  with  a  white  flag,  beggings  fbr 
merqr  and  protectic»n.  Tlieir  reqneet  waa  granted,  and 
we  returned  to  Don  Fernando.  The  Indians  said  they 
were  exeited  to  rebellion  by  the  MexicanBy  by  the  hope  of 
{dander,  and  by  being  told  that  their  ^operty  would  be 
taken  from  them  by  die  Americans.  Oar  loas  in  killed 
and  woaaded,  <hi  die  4di,  was  fifky-foor  killed  and  wound- 
ed, oat  of  less  than  foor  bandied  and  fifty.  The  losa  of 
the  enemyy  one  hnndred  and  fifty-two  killed;  nomber  cif 
woanded  not  ascertained.  Of  the  insmgent  leaders,  two 
had  been  killed  at  Canada  and  Foeblo  de  Taos;  one  was 
a  prisoner,  and  two  at  laige.  One  of  these  has  been 
brooght  in  a  prisoner,  and  was  shot  by  a  dragoon.  Tliis 
is  an  onibrtanate  eLreamstanoe. 

**  Montayo,  the  leader,  who  was  oar  prisoner,  was  tried 
by  a  dnun-head  coart-martial,  and  sentenced  to  be  hon^; 
whidi  sentence  was  carried  into  execution  on  the  7th  in- 
stant, in  presence  of  the  troops,  at  Don  Fernando." 

Colonel  Doniphan,  who  had  been  ordered  to  form  a 
junction  with  General  WooPs  division,  had  marched  to- 
ward Qiihuahaa  with  a  force  of  four  hundred  men,  and  in 
.the  latter  part  of  December  readied  the  vicinity  of  El 
Paso  del  JKorte.  While  on  the  route,  the  Americans  were 
.attacked  by  .a  thousand  Mexican  troops;  Doniphan  de- 
manded a  parley,  which  was  refused;  he  then  returned  the 
enemy's  fire,  .and  in  a  few  minutes  put  them  to  flight. 
On  the  27th  the  division  entered  £1  Paso,  which  was 
yielded  withoula  Uow.  Doniphan  remained  at  this  place 
.imtil  he  could  hear  something  of  the  movements  of  Gen. 
Wool.  On  the  lat  of  February  he  received  a  reinforce- 
jnent  of  men  and  artillery,  which  swelled  his  command  to 
«i^t  hundred  and  Afty  rank  and  file.  The  column  toward 
ihe  close  of  the  m<mth  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Chi- 
Ihaahua,  and  on  the  38th  encountered  a  body  of  Mexicans, 


nmuimcnnoN  at  caufobnu.  441 

undrnr  General  Heredia,  composed  of  one  thouBand  three 
hundred  and  eeventy-five  cavaby  and  kifiGUitrir;  supported 
by  ten  pieces  of  artill^.* 

The  enemy  threw  forward  a  strong  body  of  horse, 
which  was  oonunanded  by  General  Garcia  Conde ;  as  they 
charged  towards  the  American  line,  they  were  received  by 
a  discharge  from  several  pieces  of  cannon,  which  checked 
their  advance,  and  at  the  third  fire  completely  dispeised 
them.f  The  enemy  then  fell  back  to  Sacramento,  where 
he  had  erected  defences,  carrying  with  him  in  his  retreat 
his  killed  and  wounded.  Doniphan  pursued  the  Mexicans^ 
and  on  arriving  in  front  of  their  position,  opened  a  fire 
from  his  field-battery  npon  their  redoubts;  he  also  sent  a 
parly  of  cavalry  against  it,  but  they  were  repulsed.  The 
redoubts  w^e,  however,  finally  taken,  and  the  enemy  put 
to  the  rout,  leaving  their  cannon,  camp  equipage,  and 
•tores,  in  the  hands  of  the  victors.| 

During  the  winter,  the  people  of  California  had  also 
risen  against  the  authorities  newly  established  in  that 
region,  and,  regardless  of  their  solemn  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  United  States,  had  torn  down  the  national  ensign 
and  hoisted  that  of  Mexico  in  its  place,  on  the  walls  of 
Ciudad  de  los  Angeles,  and  at  other  points.  The  principal 
leader  in  this  rising  was  General  Fores,  an  officer  who 
had  been  taken  prisoner  and  released  upcm  his  parole  of 
honor.  An  act^^on  occurred  in  November,  between  a  parQr 
of  seamen  from  the  frigate  Savannah  and  a  division  of  the 
enemy  near  Domingo's  rancho,  in  which  the  latter,  being 
mounted  and  supported  by  artalleiy,  gained  some  advan- 
tage over  the  sailors,  who  were  on  foot  and  armed  with 
muskets;  Ibis  made  the  Califomians  veiy  bold,  and  it  was 
found  necessary  to  take  prompt  and  vigorous  measures  to 
subdue  them.    In  the  early  part  of  December,  the  com« 

•  See  General  Heredia*8  Diepatdi,  Much  Sd,  1847.  f  ^^ 

%  See  Appendix,  XXII. 
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mander  of  the  fleet.  Commodore  Stockton,  mounted 
seamen  and  advanced  from  San  Diego  ag^ainst  the  enemy, 
who  were  posted  near  the  City  of  tbe  Angela  in  force. 
The  exertions  of  the  Commodore  were  not  unsuccessfbl; 
the  American  flag  was  again  raised  in  the  revolted  district 
At  a  subsequent  period  an  engagement  took  place  near 
San  Diego  between  the  parties,  in  which  the  enemy  were 
defeated  with  loss.  General  Kearney  parti^pated  in 
this  affair  and  was  wounded. 

General  Santa  Anna  having  by  his  patriotic  and  enei^ 
getic  efforts  succeeded  in  equipping,  drilling,  and  organii- 
ing  the  diflferent  corps  of  his  army,  resolved  at  the  doie 
of  winter  to  strike  the  long  meditated  blow  against  ths 
enemies  of  his  country.    The  government  had  been  foilad 
in  the  measures  it  had  adopted  for  the  relief  of  the  militaiyi 
and  much  destitution  and  suffering  resulted  from  the  wsiit 
of  the  requisite  supplies.    Santa  Anna,  it  has  been  before 
observed,  had  pledged  his  private  property  for  the  support 
of  his  men ;  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  San  Luis  had 
also  contributed  to  the  maintenance  of  the  forces  apoa 
whose  future  deeds  tfie  hopes  of  the  nation  were  fixed. 
The  whole  number  of  troops  of  all  arms  concentrated  at 
San  Luis,  amounted  to  twenty-one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  forty  men.    Many  of  these  were  raw  recruits,  vrho 
were  violently  dragged  from  iheir  homes,  and  had  never 
heard  the  sound  of  a  hostile  gun;*  they  had,  however, 
received  good  training  during  the  long  time  they  were 
encamped,  and  might  have  been  considered  equal  to  the 
m^ority  of  the  soldiery  of  that  country,  in  point  of  disci* 
pline,  for  their  commander  and  his  oflBcers  spared  noeflM 
to  make  them  good  and  efficient  soldiers.    The  lolig  ^^ 
tendon  at  San  Luis  at  last  began  to  wear  out  the  patience 
of  the  men,  and  the  General>in*chief  felt  that  unless  h^ 
began  his  active  operations  his  army  would  disappear,  as 

•  Santa  Anna*!  Dispatch,  Febraaij  87th,  1847. 
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desertioni  to  a  shameftil  extent,  had  already  thinned  the 
ranks*  "  I  therefore  reflolved,"  said  he,  '^  if  annihilated,  it 
should  be  "with  glory."  Having  no  supplies,  the  General 
was  again  forced  to  pledge  himself  for  the  payment  of 
food  for  his  suffering  brigades.  In  this  way  he  procured 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars,  with 
"^niiich  he  was  able  to  furnish  them  with  twelve  days'  pay. 

On  the  27th  of  January,  1847,  the  first  division  of  the 
army  prepared  to  move  toward  the  north,  on  which  oc* 
casion  the  General  issued  a  prodamation  to  the  troops, 
appealing  to  their  patriotism  and  character  as  Mexicans; 
he  encouraged  them  to  bear  the  privations  and  suffering 
they  would  be  compelled  to  endure^  with  patience,  as  the 
eause  they  sustained  was  a  holy  one.  ^  Let  us  swear,** 
said  he,  ^  before  the  great  Eternal,  that  we  will  not  delay 
an  instant  in  purging  our  soil  of  the  stranger  who  has 
dared  to  profane  it  with  his  presence.  No  treaty,  nothing 
which  may  not  he  heroic,  and  proud.'* 

The  army  left  San  Luis  by  brigades,  and  advanced 
iqpon  SaltiUo  by  hasty  marches.*    General  Jose  Minon  had 

*  Thtt  number  of  troops  oomposing  the  Mexioan  anay,  aoooTding  to 
their  own  statement,  wae  as  follows : 
The   sappers  and   artillerists,  with   nineteen   gons  of  hearj 

calibre ....« ..GSO 

1st,  3d«  4tht  6th,  ICth  and  11th  regiments  of  the  line,  aild  1st  and 

3d  light  troops.. 6,M0 

4th  light  troops,  mixed  of  8anta  Anna,  Ist  active  of  Celaya,  do* 

of  Goaddaxara,  do.  of  Lagos,  do.  of  Qneretaro,  do.  of  Mexico,  3,300 

Total,  departed  from  San  Lois i 10,090 

Troops  which  General  Parrodi  condnoted  from  the  town  of  Tola, 

with  three  pieces  of  heavy  calibra,  with  their  munitions. .  •  •    1,000 

Cavalry  on  themaioh • 6,000 

Artilleiy  do         S50 

Diyision  under  General  Mejia 4,000 

Total «1,S40 

[The  artalleiy  was  supplied  with  000  lonads  of  ammunition.] 
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been  ordered  to  llie front  with  a  Btrongdmsion  of  cavalxyy 
with  direeti<ni8  to  observe  the  morem^itB  of  the  Amm- 
eans;  this  doQr  was  execoled  in  so  skillliBl  a  manner 
ttist  the  latter  were  unaware  of  their  aj^roaeh. 

Bjr  the  Sd  <rf  Febnuury  the  whole  army  was  en  rcmU 
fbr  the  north;  the  eommamler-in*ddef  left  San  Lois  on  that 
day;  he  travelled  in  a  large,  efaunsy  caniage,  drawn  faj 
eight  males. 

On  the  19th  of  Jaauaiy^  Mqor  Gaines  with  a  party 
of  thirty  Ketttaid[y  eaTalry,  vdio  had  been  engaged  in  a 
reeoanoissaaee  on  the  San  Lois  road,  arrived  at  tke 
haeienda  of  Eacamacioa.  He  encoontered  at  this  place 
a  detadiment  of  Arkansas  iMwve,  nnder  the  eommand 
of  Bfitfor  Borland,  who  had  been  waiting  th^e  for  eome 
dajrs  fer  a  leinforoement,  in  order  to  attaek  a  division  of 
the  enemy,  vrho  vrere  said  to  be  posted  in  front.  Tlie 
Americans  started  on  the  expedition,  but  having  no 
guide,  were  constrained  to  return  to  the  hacienda.  On  die 
following  morning  they  found  themselves  surrounded  on 
all  sides  by  an  overwhelming  fiyree  of  Mexican  cavalry. 
Answering  the  challenge  of  the  enemy's  bugles  with  a 
shout  of  defiance,  the  party  prepared  to  defend  themselves ; 
as  the  lancers  advanced  on  one  side,  a  white  flag  was  seen 
to  approach  on  the  other,  the  bearer  of  which  demanded 
a  surrender  to  General  Minon,  whose  feroe  consisted  of 
Aree  thousand  men.  After  some  deliberation,  the  terms 
offered  by  Minon,  vi^eh  were  sufliciently  liberal,  were  ac- 
cepted by  the  officers,  although  the  men  were  eager  to  fight, 
notwithstanding  the  <fisparity  of  numbers.  On  the  22d, 
the  prisoners  were  marched  off  toward  the  south;  on  the 
evening  of  that  day.  Captain  Henrie,  who  had  been  cap- 
tured at  Mier  some  years  before,  and  had  felt  the  bitter 
pangs  which  await  Ihe  unfortunate  victims  of  Mexican 
vengeance,  made  an  almost  miraculous  escape,  and  carried 
the  news  of  the  misfortune  which  had  befallen  his  com- 
rades, to  the  Ameriean  army  at  Saltillo. 
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« 

General  Wool^  then  in  command  of  the  fofcea,  rightly 
ooneeiving  that  it  eould  be  no  or^ary  party  of  obser- 
vation which  had  displayed  itself  in  front,  informed 
General  Taylor,  who  was  then  at  Monterey,  of  the  event 
which  had  taken  place,  and  of  his  conviction  that  Minon's 
division  was  the  advance  of  ihe  enemy's  main  body. 
Taylor  left  Monterey  on  the  81st  of  January,  with  a  small 
reinforcement,  and  reached  Sahillo  on  the  2d  of  Febraary ; 
he  immediately  advanced  to  Agua  Nueva,  twenty  miles 
south  of  the  city,  and  encamped,  his  whole  force  being 
about  five  thousand,  most  of  which  was  composed  of  vol- 
unteers who  had  never  been  in  battle.  While  the  army 
was  in  position  at  this  place  occurred  an  event,  which  is 
deeply  to  be  regretted,  and  conflicts  with  a  declaration  I 
have  made  in  r^^ard  to  the  humane  manner  in  which  the 
war  has  been  conducted ;  but  as  it  was  the  act  of  a  sepa- 
rate corps,  the  odium  rests  upon  it  and  not  upon  the  arms 
of  the  republic.  The  Arkansas  cavalry  having  lost  a 
number  of  men  belonging  to  the  regiment,  who  were  killed 
in  a  most  inhuman  manner,  as  their  mutilated  remains 
plainly  indicated,  resolved  to  revenge  the  death  of  their 
comrades.  A  party  of  thirty  of  them  left  the  camp, 
unknown  to  their  commanders^  and  entered  a  ravine  where 
a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  had  fled  for 
shelter.  The  Arkansas  men  fell  upon  them  and  put  some 
twenty  of  them  to  death ;  an  act  of  cowardly  vengeance, 
even  if  the  Mexicans  were  guilty,  because  they  were 
unarmed  and  defenceless  at  the  time. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1847,  the  Mexican  columns 
arrived  at  the  hacienda  of  Eneamacion,  having  endured 
the  combined  sufferings  of  cold,  hunger,  and  fatigue,  during 
the  long  nmroh  of  three  hundred  miles  from  San  Luis. 
Santa  Anna  reviewed  his  troops  at  this  place,  and  dis- 
covered that  his  force  had  diminished,  during  the  advancCi 
at  least  one  thousand,  by  desertion,  sickness,  and  other 
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causea.*  At  noon  on  the  following  day  he  left  Encarnacion 
and  encamped  that  night  at  the  pass  of  Camero,  a  short 
difltance  from  Taylor's  lines.  The  latter  having  learned 
firom  the  Texan  spies^  under  Miyor  MeColloch,  that  the 
former  was  approaching,  broke  up  his  oamp  at  Agua  Nueva 
on  the  evening  of  the  Slst,  and  fell  back  to  the  pass  of 
Angostura,  a  dbtance  of  twelve  miles,  and  took  a  position 
in  a  narrow  defile,  directly  in  front  of  the  hacienda  of  San 
Juan  de  Buena  Vista.  The  place  had  been  previously 
examined  by  General  Wool,  and  the  commander-in-chief 
selected  it  as  possessing  the  best  advantages  for  fighting  a 
force  so  immensely  superior.  On  either  side  of  the  valley, 
which  was  so  contracted  in  some  places  that  a  single 
wagon  could  scarcely  pass  through  it,  arose  steep  and 
rugged  hills ;  on  the  right  of  the  road  a  number  of  deep 
gullies  extended  back  to  some  distance.  On  the  left,  a 
succession  of  broken  ridges  and  precipitous  ravines  ran 
back  toward  the  mountain ;  a  ditch  also  covered  the  road 
on  the  left.  Having  assumed  a  position  here,  General 
Taylor  proceeded  to  Saltillo,  on  the  same  evening,  to 
prepare  for  its  defence,  leaving  General  Wool  in  command 
at  Angostura. 

About  eleven  o'clodc,  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  of 
February,  die  enemy's  advance,  consisting  of  all  his 
cavahy,  commanded  by  Santa  Anna  in  person,  came  in 
sight  of  the  Americcm  lines.  The  forces  drawn  up  to 
receive  them  were  but  four  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty-nine,  rank  and  file,  four  thousand  of  whom  were  vol* 
unteers.  The  position  occupied  by  the  ^Ufierent  corps,  was 
as  follows :  Captain  Washington's  battery,  (4th  Artillery,) 
was  posted  to  c(»nmand  the  road,  while  tiie  Ist  and  2d 
Illinois  regiments,  under  colonels  Hardin  and  Bissell,  each 
eight  companies,  (to  the  latter  of  which  was  attached 
Captain  Connor's  company  of  Texas  volunteers,)  and  the 

•  Santa  Anna'a  Dispatoh,  Febraaiy  97di,  1847. 
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2d  Kentaoky,  under  Colonel  McKee,  occupied  the  crefltB  of 
the  ridges  on  the  left,  and  in  the  rear.  The  Arkansag  and 
Kentucky  cavalry,  commanded  by  colonels  Yell,  and  H. 
Marshall,  occupied  the  extreme  left,  near  the  base  of  the 
mountain;  while  the  Indiana  brigade,  under  Brigadier- 
General  Lane,  composed  of  the  1st  and  2d  regimentSi 
under  colonels  Bowles  and  Lane;  the  Mississippi  riflemeUi 
under  colcmel  Davis ;  the  squadrons  of  Ist  and  2d  Dra- 
goons, under  Captain  Steen  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  May, 
and  the  light  batteries  of  captains  Sherman  and  Kagg, 
8d  artillery,  were  held  in  reserve."* 

The  advance  guard  of  the  Mexican  army,  consisting  of 
four  light  battalions,  commanded  by  General  Ampudia, 
was  sent  forward  to  take  possession  of  a  height  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  and  in  rear  of  the  ravines.  This 
mauGBUvre  was  well  executed,  and  in  the  meantime  Santa 
Anna  sent  a  staff-officer  with  a  flag,  demanding  of  Taylor 
that  he  must  surrender  at  discretion,  promising  him  good 
treatment  and  honorable  usage ;  that  he  had  surrounded 
him  with  twenty  thousand  men — that  resistance  was  out 
of  the  question— and  if  he  attempted  it,  his  command  must 
be  routed  and  destroyed.  Taylor,  in  reply,  informed  the 
Mexican  leader  that  he  could  not  comply  with  his  request 
and  that  he  might  commence  operations  as  soon  as  he  was 
inclined  to  do  so.f 

The  battle  began  upon  the  extreme  left,  and  a  brisk 
fire  was  kept  up  between  Ampudia's  brigade  and  a  portion 
of  the  Arkansas  and  Kentucky  cavalry,  which  had  dis- 
mounted, and  in  conjunction  with  a  rifle  battaUon  had 
engaged  the  enemy.  The  latter  opened  his  artillery  and 
threw  a  few  shells  against  the  former,  but  without  effect. 
The  skirmishing  continued  mitil  night,  the  loss  sustained 
by  either  party  being  very  slight.  Both  armies  remained 
in  position,  sleeping  upon  their  arms  in  the  open  air ;  the 

•  General  TVylor's  Dispatch,  Mvoh  (Hh«  1847, 
f  See  Appedniz,  XXIII. 
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night  was  cold  and  bleak,  the  wind  was  blowing  tenifr 
cally,  and  the  rain  drendied  the  Boldiers  to  the  akin. 
General  Taylor  returned  to  SaltiUo  that  evening,  with  the 
Mississippi  rifles  and  a  squadron  of  dragoons.*  During  the 
day  a  body  of  fifteen  hundred  caTaby,  under   General 

*  Fdffuary  31.— At  1  in  the  afternoon  we  maiched  from  EncarnacioBi 
Sadi  waa  the  acarcity  of  water,  that  the  wella  hmrdly  sufficed  for  the 
treopa*  and  the  horaea  and  molea  had  to  be  aent  to  some  diataaee  to  be 
watered.  At  nine  in  the  erening  we  eneamped  at  the  pass  of  Caniaio,  bat 
we  aoffered  aereiely  from  a  noleat  and  cold  norther,  and  had  to  kindk 
flrea  in  order  to  endare  it,  althoagh  contrary  to  ordera. 

92.— -At  dawn  we  commenced  the  march,  and  learned  on  the  road  that 
the  enemy  had  abandoned  hia  position  and  retired  towmids  Saltillo.  At 
fire  minutea  after  nine  we  arrired  at  Agoa  Nnera,  whence  the  GeneraMa^ 
chief  went  in  adTaaee,  with  all  the  caTalry,  and  at  eleven  ^wa  ovetUKk  dM 
enemy  in  poaaeaaion  of  the  heigfata  called  Chopadero,  or  Angoatora,  af 
ahown  in  the  map«  (the  A*a,  aigniiying  Americana,   and    the  VPh 

We  took  a  position  in  M  1,  and  awaited  the  infantry,  which  anirad 
at  one  o'clock,  baring  taken  on  the  road,  fire  wagons  and  some  pronaioDf 
and  forage,  left  on  it  by  the  enemy.  The  fbur  light  corps,  ander  Geneial 
Ampadia  and  Colonel  Baneneli,  were  immediately  ordered  to  take  poa- 
aesaion  of  height  C.  The  enemy  Tainly  tried  to  dislodge  them  fiaai  it 
by  moving  against  it  a  heavy  column^  A  1,  which  maintained  the  attack 
all  the  afternoon,  but  waa  compelled  to  retire,  leaving  the  ravine  filled 
with  wounded.  In  our  poaition  we  passed  the  night,  which  waa  absch 
lutely  infbmal,  owing  to  cold,  rain  and  wind,  which  latter  almost 
amounted  to  a  hurricane;  while  we  had  neither  food  nor  fuel* 

S)3.— At  dawn  we  commenced  our  movementa.  About  3,000  Infkntxji 
and  four  piecea,  commanded  by  General  Pacheco,  moved  to  the  right  is 
take  the  height  F ;  and  at  nine  a  heavy  fire  was  opened.  The  ^vai/J 
charged  at  the  same  moment.  The  charge  was  excellent,  though  some 
of  the  corps  acted  badly.  Much  havoc  was  however  made  among  tbs 
enemy,  and  the  height  waa  carried  by  force  of  arms.  We  alao  loat  a 
large  number  of  men,  and  the  new  corpa  of  Guanajuato  dispersed.  V 
at  that  juncture  we  had  been  attacked  with  vigor,  we  would  probably  have 
been  defeat^.  New  columna  were  organized,  and  successively  charged 
with  extraordinary  valor,  and  though  the  enemy  defended  himself  vi<& 
extraordinary  firmness,  he  was  dislodged  from  the  height  g^  we  remain* 
ing  in  possession  of  the  field,  in  the  position,  Mb,}fdf  and  he  redocsd 
to  that  of  A  Kr^By  an  qgkir  cf  Engineen  in  the  Mexican  army. 


i**1 


BATTLE  OF  LA.  ANOOSTDftA.  OR  BUENA  TISTA. 


I 


BATIU  or  BOBNA  TISTA.  451 

IfinoB,  had  ap{>Mred  between  Aagostora  and  the  ei<gr,  evi« 
dently  plaeed  tlien  to  attack  the  rear  cC  the  American 
fine,  or  to  inake  an  attempt  Upon  the  town  iteelf.  To 
provide  for  the  defence  of  Saltillo  was  an  in^portaat  duty; 
a  field*woik  had  been  erected,  npon  which  was  mounted 
two  howitzeni;  the  General  also  detached  two  companiee 
of  riflemen  and  a  iieU-*pieoe  for  the  protection  of  the  place. 
At  Bonrise  on  the  morning  of  the  fidd^  Santa  Anna  or* 
dered  General  Padieoo,  with  a  diviaion  of  three  thousand 
infantry  and  foor  gone  of  heavy  calibrci  to  take  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  the  Americans,  in  firont.  The  cavalry 
was  at  the  same,  time  brought  up  to  support  the  move- 
ment* Tlie  hght  troops,  under  Ampudia,  had  aheady 
suflbred  from  the  fire  of  Marshall's  riflemen,  who,  sheltered 
by  tiie  uneven  ground,  handled  their  weapona  as  bade* 
woodsmen  alone  know  how  to  do;  eveiy  missile  told 
in  the  ri^t  place.  The  columns,  under  Padbeco,  charged 
up  the  road;  as  they  ap{Hfoached,  a  batt^y  was  opened 
npon  them,  and  Ihey  were  assailed  by  a  stream  of  grape 
and  canister,  ixddch  compellM  them  to  fall  back  in  dis* 
order;  one  portion  of  the  troops  were  entirely  dispersed* 
Reorganising  his  broken  masses,  Santa  Anna  again  sent 
Ihem  fiHTward;  moving  toward  the  left  of  the  American 
line,  which  was  extended  upon  a  large  plateau ;  the  enemy 
were  met  by  the  2d  Indiana  and  Uinois  regiments,  and 
three  pieces  of  cannon.  An  efiective  fire  was  poured  into 
the  Mexican  columns,  but  failed  to  check  their  advance ; 
on  they  came,  driving  back  the  inflsmtry,  which,  exposed  to 
a  battery  posted  to  the  left,  were  unable  to  support  the 
artillery,  one  piece  of  which  was  captured  by  the  enemy. 
The  second  Indiana  regiment  was  seiaed  with  a  panic^ 
and  turning  upon  its  front  fled  in  disorder  from  the  field. 
The  officers  attempted,  but  in  vain,  to  arrest  their  fight, 
several  of  those  bdonging  to  the  general  staff  dashed 
among  them  for  the  same  purpose,  one  of  vAyoat  seizing 
the  colors  of  the  regiment,  urgently  besought  the  men  not 
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to  diflgraoe  themielves  bjr  siidi  dastardly  eondoct.  A  portion 
of  the  corps  rallied  around  tlieir  standard  and  returned  to 
their  doty ;  Aie  greater  part,  howerer,  oontinned  their  fli^ 
to  the  hacienda  of  Baena  Vista;  some  of  them  fled  to  Sal* 
tillo,  reporting  that  the  battle  was  lost  and  the  army  in 
ftill  retreat. 

The  left  wing  of  the  American  line  having  been  driyen 
back  in  disorder,  and  the  Meiican  eohmuis  eontinning  to 
advance  in  overwhelming  force  against  that    flank,  die 
light  troops  were  compelled  to  retire  from  their  poeition 
on  the  monntain,  leaving  the  former  masters  of  the  ground; 
some  of  the  latter  were  not  rallied  until  they  readied 
Buena  Vista,  a  mile  in  the  rear.    The  Dlinois  regiment, 
supported  by  Sherman's  battery,  made  a  gallant  efibrt  to 
hold  its  position ;  great  nnmbers  of  the  enemy  vrere  swept 
down  at  eveiy  discharge  of  the  guns,  but  the  destractive 
fire  seemed  to  fail  unheeded  among  the  dusky  masses, 
which  were  pressing  with  resistless  impetuosity  against 
the  opposing  line.    UnaUe  to  sustain  so  unequal  a  conflict, 
and  being  completely  outflanked,  this  part  of  the  army  also 
gave  way  and  was  f<»€ed  to  retire.    On  came  the  Mexi- 
cans, several  thousands  in  number,  winding  along  the  base 
of  the  mountain,  which  seemed  ^'  girdled  with  a  belt  of 
steel,  as  their  glittering  sabres  and  polished  lances  reflected 
the  beams  of  the  morning  sun." 

The  enemy  had  now  gained  the  rear  <^  the  American 
left,  and  the  battle  was  upon  the  point  of  being  lost  when 
General  Taylor  arrived  upon  the  scene  of  action  froin 
Saltillo,  where  he  had  passed  the  night.  The  Missis- 
sippi riflemen,  under  Colonel  Davis,  who  had  been 
ordered  to  the  left,  immediately  engaged  the  Mexican 
infantry,  and  in  coi\function  with  Bragg's  battery  and  the 
3d  Kentucky  regiment,  maintained  a  desperate  conflict 
with  the  attaddng  columns*  The  cavalry  advancing  ra- 
pidly toward  the  Mississippians,  appeared  about  to  ride 
fliem  down  and  trample  them  to  the  earth,  when  their 
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line  opened  in  the  form  of  the  letter  >- ,  and  wiien  the 
Icuiceni  had  entered  between  the  lines,  a  tremendooa  fire 
was  p0iDC6d  into  their  ranks,  whieh  forced  th^n  to  fail  back 
in  confiision.  The  left  being  strengthened  by  the  transfer 
of  additional  troops  and  artillery  from  the  right,  the  Airy 
of  the  battle  increased ;  grape  and  canister,  rifle  and  musket 
shot,  swept  down  whole  battalions  of  the  enen^  in  front 
and  rear;  the  air  was  obscured  vnA.  smoke  and  the  ^loon- 
tains  reverberated  with  the  roar  of  the  cannon  of  either 
army. 

The  efforts  of  Santa  Anna  to  break  the  American  left 
were  unceasing;  column  after  column  of  cavalry  and 
infantry  were  thrown  toward  that  point,  but  with  no  suc- 
cess ;  they  were  repulsed  with  great  loss  at  every  charge. 
The  Mexican  cavahry  skirting  the  base  of  the  moimtain, 
although  suffering  severely  from  the  shower  of  iron  missiles 
whidi  spread  havoc  among  the  squadrons,  continued  to 
advance  toward  Baena  Vista;  some  of  them,  unable  to 
stand  the  fire,  halted  and  retreated  und^  shelter  of  a  ra* 
vine  to  the  main  body^ — the  movement  was  effected  under 
coyer  of  a  battery  which  had  been  brou^t  up  for  that 
purpose.  As  it  was  evidently  the  purpose  of  the  column 
to  make  an  attempt  upon  the  hacienda  where  the  wagon- 
train  and  baggage  had  been  deposited.  General  Taykw 
ordered  Colonel  May's  dragoons  and  two  field-pieces  to 
that  point.  Before  this  force  reached  the  hacienda,  the 
enemy  charged  upon  the  troops  already  there;  they  were 
met  and  repulsed  by  the  Kentucky  and  Arkansas  cavalry, 
the  commander  of  the  latter  corps.  Colonel  Yell,  receiving 
his  death-wound  from  a  Mexican  lance  during  the  en- 
counter. The  lancers  divided  into  two  portions,  one  of 
which  charging  past  the  depot,  was  received  by  a  galling 
discharge  of  small  arms  and  artillery,  which  drove  them  in 
disarray  back  to  the  mountains.  Colonel  May  now  arrived 
with  a  reinforcement  of  horse,  and  taking  a  position  on 
the  enemy's  right  flasik,  he  hdd  them  in  check,  while  the 
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oaancMi  did  teirible  exeeatkn  «poii  Ike  wngm  crowded  in 
tiie  Bttiow  defiles. 

Tlie  fate  of  thb  diTiakm  <^  die  MezicMi  mnaj  seemed 
•bout  to  be  decided;  it  hml  advaiiced,  in  tke  eager  effort  to 
gain  the  rear,  too  far  fiom  llbB  mmm  aoroay,  and  anailiila* 
lion  or  a  smffeader  appeared  to  be  ike  onljr  altcniatim 
Pereeiviag  the  critical  sitnatioA  ia  wbieh  hia  heat  ca^aliy 
were  placed,  Santa  Anna,  in  ofdo*  to  gain  time  fiir  them 
to  extricate  tbemselves,  sent  one  of  hia  ataff  to  GeaenI 
Taylor  with  a  message,  demanding  of  him — ^  what  h$ 
wanted?*    The  latfeer  ordered  hia  Hoopa  to  oeaae  firing, 
ftnd  diapatehed  General  Wool  to  the  former's  ihead-qnarterw 
to  confer  with  him.    The  Meadeans  still  kept  up  their  fire 
all  the  whih,  and  Gencoral  Wool,naahle  to  stop  them,  ms 
of  ooorse  compelled  to  retom  without  seeiiig  Santa  Anna, 
who  did  not  intend  that  he  should  have  diat  honor-    ^ 
n»e  succeeded  admirably;  the  broken  squadrona  in  the  rear 
ef  the  American  lines  ejected  a  retreiU  along  the  base  of 
the  mountain,  and,  in  spite  of  the  efiforti  of  the  whole  aimji 
rejoined  the  Mexican  camp.    The  stratagem  employed  by 
Banta  Anna,  upon  this  memorable  occasion,  illustrates  di0 
diaracter  of  the  man — ^his  entire  disregard  of  the  principle 
of  justice,  where  his  own  interests  are  concerned,  and  the 
ease  and  rapidity  with  wlueh  his  intellect  suggested  s 
remedy  for  an  unforeseen  contingency.    The  Mexicso 
people  applaud  the  craft  of  their  leader :  had  an  American 
general  been  guilty  of  a  similar  oflTtmoe,  it  cannot  te 
doubted  but  that  the  whole  nation  woiild  have  condemned 
it  as  an  act  worthy  of  no  one  but  a  CSamanohe  Indian. 

General  Minon,  in  the  meantime,  with  his  brigade  of 
cavalry  ascended  an  elevated  plain  above  Saltillo,  and  oe- 
cupled  a  position  between  Taylor's  army  and  the  town; 
while  here  they  captured  several  of  the  swift-footed  fl^' 
sengers  who  were  carrying  the  news  of  the  defeat  AfiAon 
having  made  a  demonstration  upon  the  city,  he  wa« 
received  by  a  severe  fire  firom  the  redoubt  defcnded  by 
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Web«ter^»  battery,  which  eanaed  him  to  retire ;  as  he  felt 
badL»  Captain  Shoyer  ptmnied  him  with  one  field-piece  and 
a  party  of  homemen,  which  being  reinforced  soon  after  hf 
a  company  of  IQinob  volnnteem  and  another  cannon,  he 
wa0  drirea  into  the  defiles- which  led  to  the  low  ground, 
where  he  was  doeely  followed.  Minon  atten^yted  to 
charge  the  artillery,  but  his  men,  incapable  cf  eoataining 
the  fire,  were  thrown  into  confusion  and  retreated  in  dis* 
order,  nor  did  he  again  make  his  appearance  in  the 
vkinity.*  While  this  exciting  affair  was  passing  in  the 
rear,  the  main  artnies  continued  to  answer  each  other's 
guns,  bat  only  at  intervals.  Santa  Anna  had  made  no 
movement  of  any  importance  since  the  iretom  of  hia 
cavalry  from  their  perilous  position  in  the  rear  of  the 
adverse  line. 

This  apparent  want  of  energy  on  Ihe  part  of  tha 
enemy,  was  caused  by  his  preparations  fbr  a  last  desperate 
eflbrt  to  dislodge  his  adversary,  whose  ranks  seemed  to 
grow  in  power  and  in  numbers,  rather  than  to  diminish, 
b^ieath  die  fire  of  his  ordnance.  For  this  final  endeavor 
Santa  Anna  ordered  a  battery  of  six-pounders  to  the  ftont, 
and  another  of  twenty-^fonr  pounders  to  the  ri§^t,  the 
columns  on  the  left  were  at  the  same  time  transferred  to 
the  light  flank ;  the  reserves  were  also  brought  up  into 
the  ftont  and  formed  into  battle  array.  The  command  of 
these  forces  was  entrusted  to  General  Francisco  Perez,  a 
brave  soldier  and  a  wann  fiiend  of  the  (Seneral-in-chiefi 
The  word  was  given  to  advance,  and  the  columns  rushed* 
forward  upon  the  Americans,  who  were  extended  on  the 
level  ground  between  the  ravines.  This  wing  was  com- 
posed of  the  Kentucky  and  Illinois  foot,  under  Hardin  and 
McKee.  As  the  enemy  advanced,  his  guns  opened  upon 
flie  flank,  which  he  had  determined  to  torn  at  all  hazards. 


*  Minon  was  ansigned  before  a  oonrtiiiartial  for  his  ooadnot  in  tkis 
aibir. 
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Tlie  infantry,  in  vAiOBt  front  were  placed  two  fieM-pieeei, 
resisted  the  oterwhelming  masses  of  h<Nrse  and  foot,  winch 
^ere  rapidly  approaching,  with  intrepidity,  and  the  artil- 
lery, under  Captain  O'Aien,  eontinned  to  beleh  fortk 
its  deadly  contents  every  moment;  bat  reaisttmoe  wu 
tiseless ;  as  well  might  tbey  have  attempted  to  stop  the 
progress  of  an  avalanche. 

Overborne  by  numbers,  the  left  wing  of  the  Ameriean 
army  gave  way,  leaving  two  pieces  of  cannon  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.    **  The  moment  was  most  critioal,'*  Captain 
Bragg,  who  had  at  that  instant  arrived  with  his  artillerf, 
was  ordered  by  his  Greneral  to  open  upon  the  Mexicaa 
columns.    ^  Without  any  infantry  to  support  him,  and  at 
ike  imminent  risk  of  losing  his  gmv,  this  officer  cnae 
rapidly  into  action,  the  Mexican  line  being  but  a  few  yardi 
from  the  muzzle  of  his  pieces.  ^The  first  diaehaige  of 
canister  caused  the  enemy  to  hesitate;  the   second  and 
third  drove  him  back  in  disorder,  and  saved  the  day.''* 
The  second  Kentucky  regiment  followed  in  paranit,  and  in 
the  eagerness  of  the  moment  pressed  onward  too  far ;  tbe 
enemy's  cavalry,  seeing  the  position  of  this  corps,  tnrn^ 
upon  it  and  drove  it  into  a  ravine,  at  the  termination  of 
which  was  a  squadron  of  lancers  ready  to  charge  upon 
them;  thus  placed  between  two  divisions  of  the  enemj) 
the    gallant    Kentuckians  defended    themselves  with  a 
courage  whieh  increased  ^th  the  danger,  and  for  a  time 
the  carnage  on  both  sides  was  terrible.    The  Mexicans 
bore  down  upon  them  with  the  glittering  points  of  many 
thousand  spears ;  their  onset  was  resistless,  and  the  handiiu 
of  Americans  seemed  doomed  to  inevitable  destruction. 
Colonel   McKee  and    his  second  in  command.  Colonel 
Clay,  encouraged  their  men  by  their  hercHC  bearing,  a»^ 
inspired  confidence  in  them  by  the  cool  manner  in  whidi 
they  performed  their  duty.    The  Kentuckians,  overwhelmed 
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*  Geneni  Taylor*8  Dispatch,  March  6th,  1847. 
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by  the  maMes  whidli  were  thrown  againBt  their  dimiiUBhed 
line,  began  to  retreat  through  the  ravines  in  disorder;  at 
tins  moment,  when  all  seemed  lost,  Washington's  battery 
opened  upon  the  lancers,  and  hurled  death  into  their  com- 
pact ranks ;  hcnree  and  rider  fell  headlong  to  the  earth,  and 
a  Inroad  path  was  soon  made  through  the  enemy's  squadrons 
by  tiie  storm  of  grape  and  canister  rained  upon  them  by 
the  artillery.  Unable  to  stand  the  murderous  fire,  the 
Mexicans  suddenly  wheeled  and  retreated ;  as  they  did  so 
the  Mississippi  riflemen  poured  a  volley  into  their  flank, 
which  hastened  their  retrograde  movement. 

General  Perez  returned  with  the  shattered  remains  of 
his  command,  now  greatly  reduced  in  numbers,  and  de- 
moralized in  feeling,  and  was  well  received  by  Santa 
Anna.  Night  now  drew  her  dusky  mantle  over  the 
scene  and  the  exhausted  soldiers  ^ew  themselves  upon 
the  earth,  and  refreshed  themselves  for  flie  first  time  for 
many  hours.  General  Taylor  ordered  the  wounded  to  be 
carefully  attended  to,  and  during  the  night  they  were  tak^i 
to  SiJtillo.  The  evening  was  severely  cold,  the  mercury 
being  below  the  freezing  point ;  no  fuel  could  be  procured^ 
and  the  weary  troops  were  compelled  to  bivouac  on  the 
ground  widiout  fires.  Fully  expecting  a  renewal  of  the 
battle  on  the  next  day,  the  Greneral  drew  seven  fresh  com- 
panies fix^m  the  dty,  and  made  other  preparations  for  the 
anticipated  struggle. 

The  field  which  had  witnessed  the  fierce  strife  of  the 
contending  armies  presented  a  dismal  spectacle  to  the  eye 
of  the  beholder ;  the  level  ground  between  the  ravines 
was  covered  with  the  bodies  of  the  killed  and  wounded; 
so  were  the  goiges,  the  road,  and  tiie  side  of  the  mountain. 
A  thousand  mutilated  corses  lay  stifiening  on  the  earth, 
and  the  moans  of  the  dying  were  heard  on  all  sides. 

Soon  after  dark  Santa  Anna  retreated  to  Agua  Nueva, 
canying  with  him  six  hundred  of  his  wounded.  The 
Mexican  loss  in  this  battle  was  nearly  two  thousand,  five 
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buadrad  of  wkom  were  1^  dead  upoa  the  field.  Tbo 
American  lo«e  wa»  two  hundred  and  aixty^teven  killed* 
end  fonr  hundred  and  fifty -six  wounded ;  among  the  Ibrmer 
were  eeveral  officen,  whose  deaths  robbed  the  victory  of 
half  its  glory.*  The  gallant  Hardin,  of  the  IlUnois  regi- 
ment ;  Colonel  MoKee,  and  the  diivalrie  Clay  of  the  oeoond 
Kentucky  regiment ;  Colonel  Yell  of  the  Arkaneai  cavalry, 
and  many  l«ave  flubalterns^fell  at  the  head  of  their  troops, 
in  the  veiy  thickest  of  the  fight.  Hie  Kentockians,  Mis* 
Bissippians,  a  part  of  the  Indianians,  and  the  whole  of  the 
Illinois  troops,  behaved  with  unexampled  eoolBess  and 
courage ;  while  Ihe  three  companies  of  regnlar  artillery, 
under  Bragg,Washington,  Sherman,  and  O'Brien,  petfimned 
deeds  of  hercric  valor  seldom  witnessed ;  three  times,  during 
the  conflict,  they  had  driven  the  dmise  masses  of  tiM 
enemy  back,  when  victory  was  ahnost  within  his  grasp. 

The  battle  of  Buana  Vista  was  the  severest  whioh  had 
been,  fought,  and  for  several  hours  the  fhte  of  the  day 
seemed  to  hang  upon  the  slightest  movements  Bmuig 
the  beat  of  the  engagement,  when  the  whole  foioe  of  the 
Mexican  army  was  pressing  on  to  the  attack.  General 
Taylor  was  urged  by  some  of  his  most  experienced  officeia 
to  fall  back  and  take  up  a  new  position — a  suggestion  he 
refused  to  listen  to,  but  resi^ved  to  hold  his  ground  to  the 
last.  On  the  94th  the  American  commandef  dispatdMd  a 
stafi*-officer  to  Agua  Nueva  to  negotiate  an  exchange  of 
prisonen,  which  was  effected  to  the  satisfaction  of  both 
parties.  Santa  Aima  summoned  a  council  of  war  on  the 
25th,  the  unanimous  vote  of  which  was  in  fkvor  of  a  re- 
treat to  San  Luis.f  On  the  37th  the  advance  of  the 
American  army  appeared  at  Agua  Nueva^^  at  the  same 
time  the  rear  guard  of  the  Mexicans  evacuated  the  place. 
Santa  Anna  contiaued  his  route  to  San  Lois,  his  men 
suffering  much  on  the  march;  his  reception  at  that  ci^ 


•  Bee  Afpandix,  ZXH.         f  ^^snlft  Aam*s  Dispsiek,  Feb.  07, 1M7» 
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was  enthwiaatio — ^be  made  a  triiUBikhal  entry  into  ite 
walla  aoiid  the  peal  of  ordiiaiice»  the  shoats  of  the  people, 
and  other  demaastrationB  oi  puMie  r^oioing.  San  Luis 
was  ilhuninated  that  evening,  in  honor  of  the  return  of  the 
distinguished  ohief. 

While  these  momentous  events  were  passing  in  the 
north,  the  south  of  Mexico  was  torn  by  intestine  ceimno- 
tions;  the  cl^gy,  resorting  to  tiieir  peculiar  weap<Mis, 
sowed  dissMisions  between  the  people,  the  soMieiy,.  and 
the  government, .  whioh  produced  the  expected  result. 
On  the  night  of  the  2dth  of  February,  several  regiments 
of  the  militia,  or  national  guard,  quartered  in  the  city  of 
Mexico,  raised  the  ery  ct  revolt,  and  issued  a  pronuncia- 
manto  against  the  federal  system  and  Gomez  Farias. 
The  insunrectiou  was  headed  by  Don  Matias  Peoia  y  Bar- 
ragan,  a  monardust  and  an  ally  of  the  eleigy.  General 
CanalisQ  endeavored  to  put  down  the  attempt,  but  oould 
not  suoeeed;  tibe  influence  of  the  priesthood  was  too  great, 
and  in  a  short  time  the  capital  was  in  a  state  of  great 
f  xeitement,  which  threatened  the  overthrow  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  news  of  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista  jHroduced  a 
lull  in  the  tempest,  by  diverting  the  minds  of  the  rabble 
and  soldiery  to  a  different  sulgect.  The  army,  said  Santa 
Anna  and  his  officers,  in  their  dispatches,  has  gained  a 
great  victory  over  the  American  forces ;  famine  and  miseiy 
have  compelled  us  to  retreat,  the  elements  also  conspired 
to  drive  us  to  this  alternative,  but  we  have  paralyzed  the 
enemy  and  left  him  terrified  I  During  the  rejoicings  which 
followed  this  announcement,  the  tumults  which  disgraced 
the  city  were  quelled  for  a  brief  space. 

On  the  19th  of  March,  two  days  after  his  arrival  at 
San  Luis,  Santa  Anna  addressed  a  communication  to  the 
Vice-President,  and  another  to  General  Barragan,  in  which 
he  expressed  his  determination  to  proceed  to  the  capital  and 
assume  the  reins  of  government  in  p wson.  He  ordered  the 
hostile  chieih  to  oease  their  ^tricidal  war,  whioh  was  alike 
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opposed  to  the  Toiee  of  reaaon  and  Immanity,  causing 
Mexican  blood  to  flow  in  the  streets  of  the  city,  which 
should  only  be  shed  in  defence  of  the  coontiy.  This  ap- 
peal had  the  desired  effect;  an  armistioe  was  agreed  upon, 
and  all  parties  impatiently  awaited  the  return  of  the  illus^ 
trious  General  from  the  north. 

On  his  route  to  the  capital,  Santa  Anna  was  greeted 
eveiywhere  by  the  people  with  demonstrations  of  un* 
bounded  respect;  he  received  congratulatoiy  addresses 
from  several  of  tfie  states,  and  was  waited  upon  by  a 
deputation  from  Congress  before  he  reached  his  destina- 
tion. On  the  20th  he  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Mexico; 
two  days  afterwards  he  took  the  oatli  of  office,  and  was 
inaugurated  as  President  of  the  republic  at  the  town  or 
suburb  of  Guadalupe.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  of 
March,  he  entered  the  capital  with  great  pomp  and  so- 
lemnity. ATe  Deum  was  sung  in  the  cadiedral  where  he 
attended  mass,  after  which  he  received  tlie  felicitatidns  of 
the  municipal  authorities.  Had  he  annihilated  the  whole 
American  army,  and  rolled  back  the  invading  tide  beyond 
the  Sabine,  Santa  Anna  would  not  have  been  greeted  with 
more  enthusiasm  by  the  fickle  and  excitable  Mexicans. 
In  his  inaugural  address,  the  P^resident  declared  his  inten* 
tion  to  support  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  to  prosecute 
the  war  to  a  successftil  issue,  and  to  restore  the  internal 
and  external  peace,  upon  which  the  hi^piness  of  the 
nation  depended. 

General  Winfield  Scott  having  completed  his  prepara- 
tions for  the  reduction  of  Vera  Cruz,  embarked  his  divisions 
which  had  been  concentrated  at  Tampico  and  the  island 
of  Lobos,  sixty  miles  south  of  that  place,  and  on  the  9th 
of  March  appeared  before  the  strong  city  and  castle  of 
San  Juan  de  UUoa.  The  latter  has  already  been  described ; 
the  former  is  situated  on  the  mainland,  and  is  a  well-built, 
handsome  town;  the  houses  are  generally  two  stories 
high,  constructed  in  the  old  Spanish  ityle,  with  a  square 
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ooart  in  the  eentrot  and  yn^  flat  roofi.  Hie  material  of 
which  they  are  composed  is  a  species  of  coral  {tnadrepora 
4utrea)  which  abounds  in  the  vidnity ;  the  lime  of  which 
the  cement  is  formed  is  also  made  from  the  same  sub- 
stance ;  it  i»  used  to  protect  the  coverings  of  the  houses, 
and  upon  the  foot-pavements,  receiving  from  friction  a 
polish  like  marble.  The  walls  of  the  dty  are  built  of  the 
same  material,  and  are  strengthened  by  nine  bastions,  two 
of  whidi,  Santiago  and  Conception,  are  remarkably  strong 
and  of  immense  siaEo;  their  guns  command  the  castle  and 
the  entrance  to  the  harbor,  the  curtain  connecting  these 
towers  is  of  inconsiderable  height  and  thickness.  The 
dreumference  of  the  walls  is  8,124  Castilian  varas;*  the 
number  of  cannon  mounted  upon  it,  at  various  points,  was 
more  than  one  hundred,  ten  of  which  were  brass  mortars. 
Vera  Cruz  was  founded  about  the  year  1560,  by  the 
Count  de  Monterey,  upon  the  spot  where  Cortes  first  land- 
ed; it  was  invested  vrith  the  privileges  of  a  city  in  1615, 
by  FhiHp  m.,  king  of  Spain.  The  ViUa  Rica,  begun  by 
Ike  conquerors  in  1510,  was  sitaated  to  the  north  of  the 
present  town,  three  leagues  from  Zempoalla.  Three  years 
afterwards,  the  Spaniards  removed  the  settlement  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Antigua,  which  they  were  also  compelled 
to  abandon  on  account  of  die  insalubrity  of  the  location. 
Vera  Cruz  contains  many  massive  and  imposing  structures, 
which  have,  hovirever,  been  suffered  to  fall  into  decay. 
The  population  of  the  place  has  been  gradually  diminishing, 
under  the  bli^ting  influence  of  intestine  war,  for  many 
years;  in  1863,  it  was  estimated  at  sixteen  thousand rf  in 
1881,  it  had  decreased  to  six  thousand  two  hundred  and 
twenty-eight;  at  the  present  time,  it  is  scarcely  four  diou- 
sand.    The  Mexican  government  were  perfectly  acquainted 

•  The  Cutilisn  tba  is  throe  inches  lees  than  the  Engfiih  yaid.    The 
eiieait  within  the  walls  is  6,369,000  sqnaie  feet, 
t  Hnndwldt. 
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irith  tlie  deeigiis  of  Oeawal  SMtt  against  tiiis  importnt 
pointi  and  kad  made  evMy  effort  ia  iUi  po^irertoptttititta 
ooiiditio&  to  lepel  a&  attack,  but  owing  to  tlM  dUBcahiii 
uader  vfaick  the  adminktradon  labored  at  iMm  cMai 
Jimotare  die  pr^aratioiM  for  deftftoe  trare  itieojiiplets. 

On  die  afternoon  of  die  Odi  of  Maroh»  1847,  tke  Ameri- 
oan  army,  eonaadng  in  the  aggregate  of  twelve  thooMid 
men,  prepared  to  make  a  deeoent  v^oii  tba  ooaat,  under 
cover  of  die  gone  of  the  squadron,  eonaistu^  of  tke  steana 
Mianauppi,  die  Raritan  and  Potomac  firigatea^  and  the 
John  Adama,  Albany ^  and  St  Mary's  al<M^e  af  War,  t» 
which  was  attached  a  fleet  of  smaller  Yaaaela,  oompMal 
of  the  steamers  l^itfire  and  Vixen,  and  five  goa-bosli; 
die  naval  foiee  was  commanded  by  Commodore  Ckmntr* 
At  five  o'dock  the  1st  division,  under  General  Worth,  foa 
thousand  strong,  entered  the  sorf^boals,  sixty^seves  a 
number,  whidi  were  each  placed  in  diarge  of  a  naval  cA' 
oer,  and  rowed  by  saikHrs  belonging  to  the  diips;  the  gss* 
boats,  or  ^mnsqnito  fleet,"  were  anchored   three  milei 
below  the  city,  so  as  to  protect  the  grand  movement  bf 
their  cross  fire.    The  line  of  boats  advanced  toward  Af 
shore  to  the  south  of  the  town  in  regular  order;  as  tlisf 
approached,  the  enemy  opened  a  fire  upon  them  from  the 
latter  and  die  casde,  which  was  too  distant  to  have  the 
slightest  effect.    Wh^i  the  troops  neared  the  beach,  fli^/ 
sfNTang  into  the  sea,  and  forming  by  companies  roshed  os 
land;  the  2d  division,  under  General  Patterson,  followed 
in  the  same  manner;  and  the  8d  division,  commanded  by 
General  Twiggs,  reached  the  shore   by  midnight,— tb^ 
movement  having  been  effected  without  the  loss  of  a  maiii 
or  an  accident  of  any  kind.*     At  sunrise  on  the  10di>  tbtf 
euergetic  Wcnrth,  who  was  in  advance  with  his  regulsiii 
moved  up  the  shore;  and  after  marching  some  distaacei 
he  turned  the  head  of  his  column  toward  die  rear  of 

•  General  Scott*t  Dispatch,  March  19th,  1847» 
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tli#  dtjr,  when  he  eacomitered  a  party  of  the  enemy's 
eutpoeta,  who  were  dispenied  by  the  discharge  of  a  pieee 
of  artiUery . 

The  ground  over  which  the  infantry  were  foreed  to 
make  their  way,  was  c<nnpoBed  of  loose  sand>  which  had 
heen  drifted  by  the  north  wind  into  immense  lulls,  some  of 
which  were  more  than  fifty  feet  high ;  the  openings  between 
these  elevations  were  intersected  willi  dense  forests  of 
ehapparal,  very  difficult  to  pass. 

Having  extended  his  line  to  its  full  lengdi,  WorA  halted 
and  assumed  a  positiotti  with  his  right  resting  upon  the 
sea-shore,  and  his  left  flank  prolonged  into  the  interior. 
The  second  division  followed  and  fell  into  line  on  the  left 
of  the  first;  General  Twiggs  marching  his  column  still  further 
on,  spread  out  his  corps  until  the  city  was  encompassed 
with  a  wall  of  bayonets ;  the  line  of  investment  stretching 
firom  the  beach  to  the  hills.  During  this  movement^  dbe 
Mexican  ordnance  were  throwing  round  shoi  and  shell  at 
Ac  invaders,  but  the  missiles  fell  harmless  among  their 
ranks.  Moving  still  nearer  the  suburbs  of  the  ci^,  the 
aqueduct  which  supplied  the  inhabitants  with  water,  was 
taken  possession  of,  and  its  communicatioti  with  the  town 
cut  ofi*;  entrenchments  were  also  mariced  out,  and  the  army 
set  to  woric  opening  them  as  soon  as  night  fell.  On  the 
lltfi  and  I2th,the  men  labored  incessantly,  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  the  sharp  wind  of  the  north, 
which  enveloped  them  in  a  dense  cloud  of  sand,  which 
proved  actually  more  annoying  to  them  than  the  Mexican 
shot.  On  the  next  day  tiie  norther  ceased,  and  the  line  of 
investment  being  completed,  Scott  prepared  to  <^en  his 
batteries;  the  heavy  metal  belonging  to  which  could  not 
be  brought  on  shore  on  account  of  the  tempestuous  con«' 
of  Ac  sea«* 


^^^^kjb^ii^A^ 


*  On  the  S[lst,  Comaiodois  CmnMr  gave  vp  die  ocmmsad  of  the  fleet 
to  Commodeit  Pony. 
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On  the  32d,  the  mortan  having  been  planted,  and  Ab 
trenehee  opened,  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M*,  General  Scott  tent 
a  formal  summons  to  the  city  to  surrender.*      Genenl 
Morales,  who  commanded  the  place,  refused  to  listen  to 
the  proposal,  and  declared  his  determination  to  defend  bo& 
castle  and  town  to  the  last.    Seven  mortars  were  thei 
pat  into  action,t  and  great  destruction  jfollowei^.     The  sim- 
boati  approached  the  city  at  the  same  moment  and  opened 
a  brisk  fire  from  their  guns  upon  that  side,  which  was 
answered  by  the  besieged,  in  an  energetic  manner;  the 
cannonading  was  kept  up  the  whole  of  the  night,  until 
nine  o'clock  the  following  morning.     Tiro  other  mortan 
having  been  mounted,  and   three    thirty-four    poundei^ 
and  as  many  Paixhan  guns  of  a  larg^    calibre,  being 
brou^t  into  play  at  once,  the  bombardment  became  poo* 
tively  awfiil.     The  houses  on  the  landirard  side  were 
blown  to  pieces  and  a  great  number  of  the  besieged  were 
destroyed.    The  Spanish,  French,  and  Eng^liah  Consuls,  ad- 
dressed a  communication  to  the  American  leader,  reqneit' 
ing  him  to  allow  the  women  and  children  to  retire  from 
the  terrible  scene.    Greneral  Scott,  however,  refused,  as  tke 
enemy  had  abundant  time,  before  he  landed^  to  remove  Ui 
families  and  non-combatants,  and  it  was  kis  duty  to  take 
the  place  at  all  risks.    On  the  26th,  four  d4*pounderB  and 
two  84nch  howitzers  were  added  to  the  batteries,  whidu 
united  with  the  guns  which  had  been  landed  from  the 
ships,  worked  dreadful  havoc ;  several  bastions  were  en- 
tirely demolished,  and  great  breaches  were  made  in  the 
walls.    The  inhabitants  and  soldiery  became  terrified  with 
the  awful  desolation  which  the  hostile  army  had  created, 
in  the  once  fair  city,  and  urged  General  Morales  to  siv- 
render ;  he  refused  to  listen  to  them,  asserting  his  dete^ 
mination  to  defend  the  town  as  long  as  one  stone  stood 
upon  another.    The  soldiery  became  mutinous,  refused  to 

•  See  Appendix,  XXIY  •  f  Ibid. 
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AB,  Kght  ind  Ml  tmtmm  of  Biw  «r  FP,  Sphfira  ud  Tna*. 

_„„™*  ^  l^fr  a,  PoMlion  of  tiM  Jobn  Adim. 

CCCOC,    8*«d  Hin.  npon  which  tlw  H4.KJ.,  Pnogn  niaMrf.wH. 

fc>»opt  l»Md  m  Ihqr  kndid.  M^,   NMtwrn  ud  SoMtwm  ■xtnnM 
D,  MoiieMi  BtUMj,  of  OM  inn,  takoi  of  Aa  Andionga  of  thi  Pint 
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obey  tfie  Gorernori  and  elected  Gefteral  Landeio  in  his 
place ;  that  officer  being  in  favor  of  a  Barrender. 

On  the  morning  of  the  SMth  ot  March,  flie  MexiMa 
leader  made  overftnres  for  a  capitaladon ;  although  a  ter^ 
rible  storm  was  raging  at  the  time,  the  commiMiotterB,  eon- 
aisting  of  General  Worth,  Cokmel  Totten  and  General 
FiUow,  on  the  American  side,  and  die  Senors  Yillaneaya, 
Herrera,  and  Robles,  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  met,  and  on 
the  37th,  rfgned  a  capitolation.* 

It  was  provided  diat  the  dty  of  Vera  Gnu  and  castle 
of  San  Jnan  de  Ulloa  should  be  delivered  to  the  troops  of 
the  United  States,  the  garrisons  of  the  same  to  surrender 
themselves  prisoners  of  war,  with  thdr  arms,  munitions, 
public  stores,  and  materid  of  every  description.  The  of* 
fleers  were  permitted  to  retain  their  private  effects  and  side 
arms,  and  both  rank  and  file  were  allowed  five  days  to 
retire  to  their  respective  homes, — ^the  former  becoming  re- 
sponsible for  the  observance  of  die  parole,  not  to  engage 
in  hostilities  against  this  government  during  the  existing 
war.  At  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  39th  of  March,  1847,  the 
flag  of  the  stars  and  stripes  was  hoisted  upon  the  walls  of 
the  dty  and  the  towers  of  San  Juan.t 

•  See  Appendix,  XXYL 

f  **  I  have  eaid  bat  litde  aboat  tlie  evBeaatien  of  this  place  by  the 
Mexieans,  on  the  99th  of  Mareh,  beeauae  I  have  had  little  time.  It  i»» 
minded  me  more  of  the  *  Departnie  of  the  laraeKtee*  than  ang;htelee  I  eaa 
eompaie  it  to— the  long  prooeeaion  of  aoldieia,  national  militia,  and  people 
of  all  olasaee  and  aezee,  aa  thej  ponied  oot  of  the  walla  of  a  dty,  set  off 
as  this  is,  with  hnge»  antiqae-lookin|^  domes,  and  otiier  aiehitectnnl  or- 
namenta.  Aa  at  Monterey,  theie  waa  the  same  throng  of  eamp-women, 
earrying  oTery  eoneeiTable  implement  of  onament  and  nse,  especially  of 
Ae  former,  to  aay  nothing  of  innrnnerahla  parrots,  poodle  dog8,^jmd  ether 
abaniditiea  of  a  kindred  natore.  It  is  a  aingnlar  fiiet,  tliat  the  poorer  the 
people,  in  erery  eoantiy,  the  greater  number  of  doga  they  moat  haToabont 
tfiem;  but  in  no  nation  doea  the  half^tarred  population  ailect  the  animal 
to  the  same  extent  aa  in  ^ia.  Tliere  waa  one  fellow,  in  the  prooeeaion 
that  marehed  out  of  Yen  Cms,  that  I  partieulaily  notieed«    He  certainly 
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The  siege  had  lasted  sixteen  days,  daring  which  a  large 
quantity  of  heavy  shot  had  been  projected  by  the  varioiu 
batteries  by  land  and  sea.    The  number  of  prisoners  taken 
was  nearly  four  thousand,  among  whom  there  were  a  great 
number  of  officers  of  high  rank;   the  Mexicans  estimaied 
their  loss,  during  the  bombardment  of  Vera  Cruz,  at  nearly 
one  thousand  killed  and  wounded ;    among  whom  weie, 
unfortunately,  several  women  and  children ;   a  casualty, 
however  deeply  to    be  regretted,  -which   could  not  be 
avoided.*    The  American  loss,  during  the  siege,  was  aixtj- 
five  killed  and  wounded ;  fourteen  of  this  miinber  belonged 
to  the  navy,  and  fifty-one  to  the  army  ;  the  former  were 
engaged  in  working  a  battery  on  shore.      The  officers 
kiUed^  were  Captain  Vinton,  of  the  artillery.  Captain  AI- 
burtis  of  the  infantry,  and  Midshipman   Shubrick,  of  die 
navy.    By  the  arrival  of  fresh  troops,  the  army  of  General 
Scott  was  increased  to  thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
seventy  men ;  a  force  strong  enough  to  take,  and  hold  the 
provinces  of  the  south,  as  long  as  the  two  countries  con- 
tinue to  occupy  a  hostile  attitude  toward  each  other. 

The  intelligence  of  the  fall  of  Vera  Cruz  reached  the 
city  of  Mexico  on  the  31st  of  March,  and  created  a  great 
excitement  among  all  classes ;  for  a  time,  the  people  and 
public  functionaries  were  overwhelmed  with  the  disastrous 

looked  like  a  priest,  both  in  g^th  and  mien;  but  then  as  be  had  a  fiddle 
in  one  hand,  and  a  flghting  cock  in  the  other,  it  may  be  nn&ir  to  clatf 
him  among  the  holy  brotherhood.  I  shall  not  soon  forget  the  man  and  bU 
baggage.  e.  w*  x* 

*  We  understand  that  General  Scott  delayed  opening  his  guos  v^ 
the  city  for  eight  hours,  to  give  the  women  and  children  an  opportaniiy  oi 
wilhdrawittg,  assoring  them  of  protection  for  themselves,  and  whatefer 
property  they  might  choose  to  carry  with  them.  Not  an  individual  em* 
braced  this  offer,  and  the  subsequent  destruction  of  women  and  cbild/04r 
during  the  bombardment,  was  a  source  of  the  most  painful  regret  to  »• 
General  and  the  army.  Though  no  accurate  return  had  been  made,  it 
was  believed  that  the  slain  in  thecity,  daring  the  investmenii  ezeeeded 
tight  hnndred. 
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news ;  but  a  reaction  took  plaice  in  their  ixundai  and  -when 
Santa  Anna  made  a  requisition  upon  the  capitali  for  a 
firesh  body  of  troops,  thousands  enrolled  themselves  under 
his  command  :  it  is  true,  these  patriotic  recruits  were  from 
the  lower  orders,  but  they  will  fight  none  the  worse  for 
having  plundered  on  the  highway,  or  slept  all  their  fives  in 
the  open  air. 

In  his  jM'oclamation  to  the  nation,  announcing  the  ca** 
pitulation  of  the  great  sea-port  of  the  republic;  Santa 
Anna  attributed  the  misfortune,  not  to  the  valor  of  the 
Americans,  or  the  superior  number  of  their  men,  but  to  the 
interminable  dissensions  which  had  so  long  disgraced  the 
country.  "  Chance  may  decreej"  said  he,  ^  that  the  proud 
American  host  shall  subdue  the  capital  of  the  Aztec  em- 
pire ;  yet  the  nation  shall  not  perish :  I  swear  that  Mexico 
shall  triumph,  if  my  vrishes  are  seconded  by  a  sin- 
cere and.  unanimous  eflbrt.  A  thousand  times  fortunate 
for  the  nation,  will  the  fall  of  Vera  Cruz  prove,  if 
the  disaster  shall  awaken,  in  the  hearts  of  the  Mexi- 
cans, the  enthusiasm,  dignity,  and  generous  ardor  of  ^ 
true  patriotism." 

There  was,  however,  a  more  formidable  enemy  to  be  en- 
countered than  even  the  victorious  army  of  the  States ;  thia 
dangerous  foe  was  to  be  found  in  the  embodied  ignorance, 
superstition,  poverty,  and  destitution,  of  nine-tenths  of  the 
people ;  which  led  them  continually  to  break  out  in  revolt 
against  the  authority  which  they  themselves  had  esta- 
blished, by  recognizing  the  constitution  of  1624;  by  approv- 
ing of  the  return  of  Santa  Anna,  and  his  elevation  to 
supreme  power,  by  the  sovereign  constituent  Congress  of 
the  nation. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  General  Worth  was  placed  in 
commcmd  of  the  conquered  city ;  the  port  was  thrown 
open,  and  a  moderate  tariff  established,  the  proceeds  of 
which  were  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
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of  th6  aimyythe  iqfiadrMi  and  the  indigent  inhebitantv  of 
YemOntf* 

NoTiv— DtnlBf  dM  bMiibtidflMnt»  ttwAwriciM  tfuvvr  tk«  Mlowing 
iberofilMl: 
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SyOOe  Im4w1i  ■hill*. 90  lbs.  etdi. 

aOO  fouid  shot. S5      •• 

MO  dghUMh  howitMT  tlMlls. 68      •< 

1,000  Paizkaa  shot 08     <« 

800  roond  skot S9      «« 


1,900  thot  and  sImII,  tTenging 68     «• 

Makii^,  ia  til,  6,700  ihot  aad  alwl],  weigUBf  468,600  Ibt. 

The  dattnietioii  Ib  Hie  dtj  k  meet  awfd-i-oiie-1»lf  of  it  is 
deetroyed.  Hooeee  ue  Uown  to  pieoee,  tad  flmitiin  eettteied  in  ereiy 
direetioD-^e  etieeU  loiii  up,  aid  Am  etromesl  buildi^e  eetlooalj 
daneged* 
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**8U  SUpken^  Mmrtk  3, 1836. 

^^  Hon*  JoBBT  FoBSTTH,  Secretary  of  State : 

<<  Sot, — ^I  fhis  day  aend  under  cover  to  you,  to  Sfeimuel  Ed- 
wardfl)  Esq,  my  attorney  in  the  case,  a  copy  of  the  statement 
of  my  claims  on  the  goremment  of  Mexico,  and  beg  that  it 
may  be  forwarded  to  him. 

'^  I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obe* 
dient  servant        (Signed)  DAVID  PORTER.'' 

**8L  A^pfteiM,  M.  94y  1836. 

*'  Hon.  JoHV  FoBSTTH,  Secretary  of  State : 

*^  Sift,— I  do  myself,  the  honor  to  address  you  agpoi,  on  the 
subject  of  my  daims,  as  an  American  citisen,  oa  the  repub- 
lic of  Mexico,  which,  if  in  the  opinion  of  Ihe  President,  it 
can  be  done  vriik  justice  and  propriety,  I  beg  may  be  taken 
into  considemtion  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in 
any  anangement  it  may  make,  by  negotiatian  or  otherwise, 
irith  that  govemmenty  for  the  posMssion  of  Texas;  which  as 
(hey  amount  to  a  oonsideraUe  sum,  and  that  some  opinion 
may  be  fonned  of  their  justness,  I  beg  leave  io  enter  into  brief 
explanations  with  respect  to  the  grounds  on  which  they  are 
fimnded. 

^  It  will  no  doubt,  be  recollected  by  you,  sir,  that  when  you 

(471) 
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Tepresented  ttie  United  Slates  as  minister  to  the  Court  of  Spun, 
I  took  the  liberty  of  transmitting  to  you  the  decision  of  Hit 
Clonsttlado  of  Havana,  in  faror  of  my  claim  on  that  body,  of 
many  years'  standing,  for  eighty  thousand  dollars,  for  which  it 
required  only  the  approval  of  his  catholic  majesty  to  enable  it 
to  pay ;  but  as  further  information  was  wanted  by  him  on  &e 
subject,  from  .HavaQH,  to  enable  him  to  decide  as  to  fiie 
amount  which  the  Consulado  should  pay  me,  I  was  oflfered, 
through  you  at  the  same  time,  a  personal  decoration  from  his 
smajesty,  which  for  obvious  reasons,  I  declined  accepting.  In 
•the  interim,  I  received  an  invitation  from  the  goremment  of 
'Mexico  to  take  command  of  its  naval  forces ;  and  when  I  ^m 
:  about  setting  out  to  visit  Mexico,  and  when  the  invitation  had 
become  public,  I  received,  through  Vincent  Grey,  Esq.,  the 
JE2x  U.  S.  Consul,  in  itavana,  a  message  from  the  MarqiuB 
of  Lowerville,  the  Captain  General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  in- 
'forming  me  that  he  would  lose  no  time  in  adjusting  my  claim 
on  the  Consulado,  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  if  I  would  agree 
.not  to  enter  the  service  of  Mexico. 

^^  I  felt  my  honour  offended  at  the  time,  by  what  appeared  to 
be  an  attempt  of  the  Captain  General  to  induce  me  to  make  a 
sacrifice  of  my  principles  to  motives  of  interest;  but  as  hii 
excellency  had  been  for  many  years  my  friend,  I  made  to  him  a 
respectful,  though  firm,  and,  as  he  thought,  as  I  was  informed 
'by  Mr^  Grey,  a  suitable  reply,  for  which  his  excellency  paid 
me  some  compliment ;  and  on  the  whole  afiair  being  made 
known  to  the  government  of  Mexico,  through  Mr.  Poinset^  it 
tagreed,  should  I  accept  employment  in  its  service,  to  indem- 
iiify  me  to  the  fiiU  amount  of  my  claim  on  the  Consulado,  by 
rthe  grant  of  a  tract  of  land  of  ten  leagues  square  on  the  riw 
■Guasacualco,  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  the  Legishtore  of 
which  State,  at  the  request  of  the  general  government,  made 
to  me  the  grant  under  the  name,  and  under  the  consideiatioo 
of  military  services  rendered  to  Mexico  ;*  but  on  visiting  the 

*  The  laws  and  archiyea  of  the  Slate  of  Vera  Cras  may  be  lefoed  to 
in  erldence  of  the  grant 
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district  of  countiy  where  fte  land  was  situated^  and  seeinfi^, 
from  tbe  moral  and  political  condition  of  the  country,  that  I 
could  not  consent  to  unite  myself  permanently  to  a  gorem* 
ment  and  people  so  unsettled  and  unprineipled,  I  took  no 
measure  to  possess  myself  of  the  land,  although  repeatedly 
asked  to  do  so  by  the  Croremor  of  the  State  and  the  commis- 
sioner. Mr.  Thadius  Ortiz,  appointed  to  attend  to  the  loca- 
tion of  the  grant;  while  at  the  same  time  the  general  govem«- 
ment  held  out  to  me  tbe  offer  of  promotion  to  a  higher  rank, 
if  I  would  consent  to  relinquish  my  rights  as  an  American 
citizen,  and  become  a  citizen  of  Mexico,  which  temptation  I 
invariably  resisted,  and  of  which  there  is  eridence  on  file  in 
flie  Department  of  State,  to  be  referred  to  if  necessary ;  and 
under  the  conviction  that  sooner  or  later  theproriivee  of  Texas 
would  come  under  tbe  goremment  of  the  United  States,  I 
proposed  to  &e  general  government  to  exchange  the  land  on 
flie  Guasacualeo  for  an  equal  quantity  of  vacant  land  of  Texas 
on  the  river  Sabine,  between  Nacogdoches  and  the  harbor  of 
Galveston ;  but  my  wishes  were  defeated  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  Don  Lorenzo  Zavalla,  who  profiting  by  the  information 
contained  in  my  application,  secured  to  himself  the  grant  o{ 
the  land  for  which  I  had  applied,*and  left  Mexico,  and  thus 
deprived  me  of  the  only  adequate  reward  which  it  was  in  the 
power  of  ttie  Mexican  government  to  give  for  the  saerifioes  I 
had  made  her,  which  may  be  summed  up  as  follows : — 

"  During  the  time  I  was  in  the  employ  of  Mexico,  I  served 
it  with  zeal,  activity,  and  fidelity,  of  which  innumerable  proolb 
were  given;  the  Grovemment  of  Spain  had,  by  reason  of  the 
usuries  inflicted  on  her,  great  cause  to  regret  the  non-pay- 
ment of  my  claim  cm  the  consulado  of  Havana.  Captured 
Spanish  vessels  were  constantly  arriving  in  the  harbor  of 
Vera  Cruz.  Vessels  of  almost  every  description  were  cap- 
tared  and  destroyed  on  the  coast,  and  in  the  harbors  of 
Cuba,  amounting  in  number  to  near  one  hundred,  some  of 
them  with  rich  cargoes  from  Spain,  among  others  a  royal 
packet  with  aU  the  correspondence ;  the  prisons  of  VeraCrus 
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ware  filled  widi  fi^p&nisb  priaooen,  irliere  one  had  neTer  beet 
sees  before ;  the  ntyal  and  mililftry  forces  of  Spain,  inlended 
for  the  iavMioii  of  Mexico  and  Columhiay  were,  after  grat 
augmentation  and  expense  reqaired,  during  the  whole  of  tb 
time  I  waa  in  the  service  of  Mexico,  for  the  protection  and 
defence  of  the  commerce  of  Spam  and  the  island  of  Cu1», 
and  those  two  republics  resMined  andiaturbed  by  aigr  a^ 
tempts  of  Spain  to  reconquer  them,  and  had  suffieieaA  time  Is 
establish  order  and  recover  tfieir  tranquillity ;  the  rereaue  of 
the  conntry  was  greatly  increased  by  the  payna^it  of  dutiei 
on  %mnish  prize  goods,  a  large  amount  was  paid  into  At 
treasury  of  Mexico  from  the  sale  of  prizes,  which  was  expop 
ded  for  the  army  and  naval  equipments,  and  I  did  not  witbditw 
from  the  couatiy  until  I  had  lost  one  son  by  deaih  in  its  ae^ 
vice;  one  had  been  wounded  and  taken  jHrisoner;*  mj  ne- 
phew had  been  killed  in  action ;  my  own  life  had  been  attenipl* 
ed,  and  after  I  had  experienced  great  sufferings,  and  had  bem 
informed  by  the  President,  General  Ouerrero,  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  afford  me  any  protection* 

*^  Tbesame  day  Ireceived  this  information,  which  was  gires 

to  me  in  the  presence  of  the  United  States  Minister,  Mr«  Poibp 
sett,  I  ttodered  ray  resignation  to  the  go vemmeat  cf  MeveOf 
and  deamnded  of  him,  Mr.  P.,  the  protection  of  die  United 
States;  and  finding  the  President  dare  not,  as  he  mfbnae<l 
Mr.  P.  on  tike  same  occasion,  issue  a  passport  for  me  to  leave 
&e  country,  and  could  do  no  more  than  give  me  a  letter,  ap* 
proving  of  my  conduct  since  I  had  been  in  the  service  of 
Mexico,  I  departed  secretly  the  next  morning,  before  daj^t 
for  VeraCniz ;  and  the  same  day  of  my  arrival  diere,  got  oa 
board  a  vessel  bound  for  the  United  States,  leaving  behind 
me  moat  of  my  eflects ;  being  fortunate  in  escaping  fi^ 

■■■■■■  ■     I     11     W^       I ■    "l        > I,  ,  a  ,    Mil,,      ,  — 

*  Ha  was  thrown  Into  prison  in  Hatamu  when  he  was  nhu^d  b/ 
ike  Maiquis  of  Somenellas*  who  tent  him  down  toYem  Crot  in  a  ^^^ 
which  he  chartered  for  that  pnrposei  without  demanding  an  ezcbaiV^ 
for  him. 

t  By  adtiee  of  Mr.  Pobsstt. 
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the  eouatry  beibie  orders  to  detain  me  had  arriyed  from 
Mexico. 

^^  It  18  proper  tar  me  to  say,  that  I  cautiovaly  arotded  any  is* 
terfere^cea  in  any  of  the  domeetic  trottblea  of  Mexico^  while 
it  could  be  ayoided ;  but  that  the  bootility  agponst  me,  may 
be  accounted  for,  I  take  the  liberty  to  mention,  that  while  my 
friend,  Gomez  Pedcaza,  was  Seeretaiy  of  War  and  Mlurine, 
General  Santa  Anna  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  reyolted 
garrison  at  Jalapa,  the  seat  of  the  govanment  of  the  State,  and 
taking  possession  of  the  Treasury  of  tfie  Stale,  matched  to 
occupy  the  town  of  Vera  Cruz,  which  was  thrown  into  the 
greatest  alarm,  and  would  haye  been  delivered  up  to  him,  but 
for  my  consenting,  at  the  instance  of  the  military  commander, 
and  the  American,  and  other  foreign  merchants  to  take  charge 
of  the  fortifications,  and  man  them  with  sailors  from  the  ships 
of  war»  This  with  other  precautions  used  by  me,  prevented 
the  town  from  being  delivered  up  to  Santa  Anna,  until  the 
government  could  send  a  force  against  the  Castle  of  Perote, 
which  he  occupied,  while  a  strong  party  of  the  insurfsnts  eon* 
tinned  to  threaten  Vera  Cruz ;  they  occupying  the  strong  po< 
sition  of  Puente  del  Bey^  and  cuttiiqi;  off  all  communieation 
with  the  capital.  In  this  manner,  wtUi^  a  strong  party  in  ftvor 
of  Santa  Anna  witUn  the  walls,  was  Vera  Cruz,  without  any 
orders  from  the  supreme  government,  saved  somemontiM, 
chiefly  by  my  efibrts,  from  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  when  the 
government  formerly  approved  of  the  same,  and  ordered  its 
approval  to  appear  in  the  public  prints ;  after  which  Santa 
Anna  succeeded  in  obtainii^  his  pardon  firom  the  Congress 
which  had  declared  him  a  rebel  and  outlaw ;  and  afterwards, 
my  friend  Gomez  Pedraza,  was  banished  from  the  country. 
Santa  Anna  was  then  placed  in  command  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  I 
was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  ci^itaL  The  <lay  after  I  had 
left  the  former  place  on  my  journey  to  Mexico,  of  which  in- 
tention, Santa  Anna,  as  governor  of  the  place,  had  been  ap- 
prised by  me  the  evenmg  before  my  departure,  I  was  attacked 
by  a  party  of  men  in  disguise,  which  followed  in  pursuit  of 
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me,  who  were  defeated  after  I  had  killed  the  chief  with  my 
own  hands;  and  the  companion  who  travelled  with  me 
had  been  severely  wounded  by  them.  There  are  many  and 
strong  reasons,  for  believing  that  they  belonged  to  the  gang  of 
robbers  and  assassms  the  friends  of  Santa  Anna,  who  had  been 
so  long  instigated  by  him  to  disturb  the  quiet  of  the  country, 
and  that  flie  order  of  Oeneial  Montezuma,  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  Marine,  and  friend  of  Santa  Anna,  who  succeeded 
Gomez  Pedraza,  was  given  for  me  to  proceed  to  Mexico,  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  exposing  me  to  their  attempts  ;  as  I  found, 
when  I  had  arrived  there,  and  after  being  kept  there  several 
months,  subjected  to  eveiy  species  of  suffering  and  insult,  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  Marine  could  assign  no  other  appa* 
rent  object  for  ordering  me  to  leave  Vera  Cruz,  and  exposing 
me  to  attack  on  the  road. 

^^Soon  after  my  escape  from  the  country,  my  friend,  the 
President,  General  Guerrero,  was  shot  by  a  military  tribunal 
ordered  by  Greneral  Montezuma  ;  and  the  country  has  since, 
by  his  means,  4)een  broug^  to  the  situation  which  has  placed 
Santa  Anna,  who  has  been  the  cause  of  so  many  revolutions 
and  so  much  misery  to  the  country,  in  possession  of  supreme 
power,  which  he  now  rules  as  the  chief  bandit. 

^^In  fine,  when  I  had  determined  to  quit  the  country,  I  was 
under  the  necessity  of  borrowing  from  Mr.  Poinsett,  a  small 
sum  of  money,  to  enable  me  to  pay  my  expenses  to  the  coast 
from  the  capital ;  where  I  should  undoubtedly  have  been  kept 
in  a  state  of  misery  and  starvation,  but  for  the  benevolence 
of  Mr.  Poinsett,  who  gave  me  during  the  whole  of  my  stay 
there,  shelter  and  food,  and  after  an  absence  from  my  country 
of  four  years,  I  landed  in  a  destitute  state  in  the  United  States, 
where  I  found  my  family  b  great  distress,  from  the  failure  of 
the  Mexican  government  to  comply  with  its  engagements  to 
furnish  it  with  the  means  of  support  during  the  time  I  was  in 
the  service ;  and  thus  ended  my  services  to  the  government 
of  Mexico,  in  which  I  lost  every  thing  that  was  valuable  to 
.  me,  except  my  self-respect,  and  good  name. 
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^^It  is  unnecesflary  at  ihe  present  time  to  go  into  forther  de^ 
tails.  Should  the  occupation. of  Texas  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States  take  place,  and  my  claims  be  a  fit  subject 
for  consideration,  I  shall  be  ready  to  furnish  proo£i  in  support 
of  all  the  facts,  of  any  importance,  asserted  in  the  foregoing 
statement ;  and  in  the  meantime,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  the 
whole,  including  the  pension  of  the  mother  of  Captain  David 
Porter,*  and  the  prize  money  due  to  him  on  his  death,  and 
the  pay  and  prize  money  due  to  my  two  sons,  David  and 
Thomas  Porter,  my  own  pay  and  prize  money,  and  the  value 
of  the  land  in  Guasacualco,  girem  to  me  in  consideration  of 
my  claim  on  the  Consulado  of  Havi^a,.  which  I  had  forfeited 
by  entering  the  Mexican  service,  which  are  estimated,  with 
the  interest  and  the  iiQuries  consequent  to  the  fidlure  in  the 
Mexican  government  to  make  good  its  engagements,  at  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  to  that  government  to 
whom  every  American  citizen  may  look  with  confidence  for 
the  redress  of  all  injuries,  do  I  submit  my  claim,  with  Ml 
confidence  that  it  wiU  do,  in  this  case,  whatever  is  ri^t  aad 
proper. 

^^As  an  American  citizen  1  accepted  the  invitation  to  enter 
the  service  of  Mexico,  as  an  American  citizen  I  remained 
there  and  refused  to  forfeit  my  allegiance  to  my  own  country; 
as  an  American  citizen  I  seized  the  first  moment  of  claiming 
the  protection  of  the  United  States  after  I  had  been  informed 
that  Mexico  could  not  protect  me — and  as  an  American  citi- 
zen now  in  the  service  of  my  own  government,  I  ask  redress 
for  the  injuries  I  have  received  from  Mexico. 

<<I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  DAVID  PORTER. »' 


*  The  pension  to  tbe  mother  of  Captain  Porter  was  granted  by  a  law 
of  the  general  Congress  of  Mexico,  passed  immediately  on  receiTing  the 
news  of  his  death. 


478  AFfnmL 


Extract  from  themusage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress^  at  the  commencement  of  the 
1st  session  of  the  28th  Congress. — December  5,  1843. 

''I  ooMnraiOATB  lierewMi  certain  diapttches  received 
horn  our  miaiiler  at  Mexico,  and  alao  a  correflpondence  which 
has  receatlj  cccarred  between  Ifae  enrpy  from  fliat  Republic 
and  4ie  Seeretuj  of  Stale.  It  muirtbe  regarded  as  not  a  little 
extraordinary,  fhAt  the  GoTemment  of  Mexico,  in  anticipation 
of  a  public  discuarion,  ixAich  it  has  been  pleased  to  infer  from 
newspaper  publications  as  likely  to  take  place  in  Congress, 
relating  to  tSie  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  should 
antieipated  the  result  of  such  discussion  as  to  hare  announ- 
ced its  determination  to  risit  any  such  anticipated  decision  by 
a  formal  declaration  of  war  against  the  United  States.  If  d^ 
signed  to  prevent  Congress  from  introducing  that  question,  as 
a  fit  subject  for  its  calm  deliberation  and  final  judgment,  the 
execntiTe  has  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  will  entirely  lail  of 
its  object.  The  representatives  of  a  brave  and  patriotic  people 
win  sufler  no  apprehenmmi  of  future  consequences  to  embap* 
lass  tiiem  in  4ie  course  of  their  proposed  deliberations.  Nor 
win  the  executive  department  of  the  government  fiiil,  fisrany 
such  cause,  to  discharge  its  whole  duty  to  the  country. 

*^  Hie  waar  which  has  existed  for  so  long  a  time  between 
Mexico  and  Texas,  has,  since  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  con- 
sisted for  the  most  part  of  predatory  incursions,  idiich,  while 
they  have  been  attended  with  much  of  suffering  to  individuals, 
and  have  kept  the  borders  of  the  two  countries  in  a  state  of 
constant  alarm,  have  fiiiled  to  approach  to  any  definitive  result. 
Mexico  has  fitted  out  no  formidable  armament  by  land  or  by 
sea  for  the  subjugation  of  Texas.  Eight  years  have  now 
elapsed  since  Texas  declared  her  independence  of  Mexico, 
and  during  that  time  die  has  been  recognized  as  a  sovereign 
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power  bj  fiereral  of  die  priiici(de  civilized  States.  «»«.««vv9 
Aerertheless,  peraeveres  in  her  plans  of  reconquest,  and  refop' 
flea  to  recognize  her  independence.  The  predatory  iacnrsions 
to  which  I  have  allnded  haive  been  attended,  in  one  instance, 
with  the  breaking  up  of  tfie  courts  of  justice,  by  the  seizing 
upon  the  persons  of  the  judges,  jury, and  cfficens  of  the  court, 
and  dragging  them  along  with  unarmed,  and  therefore  nbn* 
combatant  citizens,  into  a  cruel  and  oppressire  bondage,  thus 
leaving  crime  to  go  unpunished,  and  immorality  to  go  unre-* 
proved.  A  border  warfare  is  evermore  to  be  deprecated ;  and 
over  such  a  war  as  has  existed  for  so  many  years  between 
fliese  two  Slates,  humanity  has  had  great  cause  to  lament. 
Nor  is  such  a  condition  of  things  to  be  deplored  only  because 
tt  the  individual  suffering  attendant  upon  it  The  effidcts  are 
fiur  more  extensive,  the  Creator  of  the  univ^rsehas given  man 
the  earth  for  his  resting  place,  and  its  fruits  for  his  subsistence* 
Whatever,  therefore,  shall  make  the  first  or  any  part  of  it  n 
scene  of  desolation,  effects  injuriously  his  heritage,  and  may 
be  regarded  as  a  general  calamity.  Wars  may  sometimes  be 
necessary ;  but  all  nations  have  a  common  interest  in  bringing 
them  speedily  to  a  close.  The  United  States  have  an  immedi- 
ate interest  in  seeing  an  end  put  to  the  state  of  hostilities  existing 
between  Mexico  and  Texas.  They  are  our  neighbors  of  die 
same  continent,  with  whom  we  are  not  only  desirous  of  cnl* 
tivating  die  relations  of  amity,  but  of  the  most  extended  com- 
mercial intercourse,  and  to  practice  all  the  rights  of  a  neigh- 
bourhood hospitality.  Our  own  interest  are  deeply  involved 
in  the  matter  since  however  neutral  may  be  our  course  of 
policy,  we  cannot  hope  to  escape  the  effects  of  a  qriritof  jea^ 
lousy  on  the  part  of  both  of  the  powers.  Nor  can  this  goveni- 
ment  be  indifferent  to  the  &ct  that  a  warfare,  such  as  is  waged 
between  those  two  nations,  is  calculated  to  weaken  bodi 
powers,  and  finally  to  render  them,  and  especially  the  weaker 
of  the  two,  the  subjects  of  interference  on  die  part  of  stronger 
and  more  powerful  nations,  which,  intent  only  on  advancing 
dieir  oWn  peculiar  views,  may  sooner  or  later  attempt  to  bring 
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about  a  compEaace  with  tenasi  as  the  conditiaii  of  their  iai^ 
position^  alike  derogatory  to  the  nation  graatiiig  them,  and 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States.     We  could 
Dot  be  expected  quietly  to  permit  any  such  interference  to  oor 
disadvantage.     Considering  that  Texas  is  separated  from  d)e 
United  States  by  a  mere  geographical  line,  that  lier  territory, 
in  the  opinion  of  many,  down  to  a  late  period,  fonned  a  por- 
tion of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  that  it  is  homog^ 
neous  in  its  population  and  pursuits  with  the  adjoining  States, 
makes  contributions  to  the  commerce  of  the  world  in  the  same 
articles  with  them,  and  that  most  of  her  inhabitants  haye  been 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  speak  the  same  language,  sad 
live  under  similar  political  institutions  with  ourselves,  this 
Government  is  bound,  by  every  consideration  of  interest  as 
well  as  of  sympathy,  to  see  that  she  shall  be  left  free  to  act, 
especially  in  regard  to  her  domestic  afiairs,  unawed  by  force, 
and  unrestrained  by  the  policy  or  views  of  other  countries. 
In  full  view  of  all  these  considerations,  the  ezecutire  has  not 
hesitated  to  express  to  the  Government  of  Mexico  how  deeply 
it  deprecated  a  continuance  of  the  war,  and  how  anxiously  it 
dewed  to  witness  its  termination.     I  cannot  but  thi9k  that  it 
becomes  the  United  States,  as  the  oldest  of  the  American  Repub- 
lics, to  hold  a  language  to  Mexico  upon  this  subject  of  an  un- 
ambiguous character.     It  is  time  that  this  war  had  ceased. 
There  must  be  a  limit  to  all  wars ;  and  if  the  parent  State, 
after  an  eight  years  struggle,  has  failed  to  reduce  to  submis- 
sion a  portion  of  its  subjects  standing  out  in  revolt  against  itf 
and  who  have  not  only  proclaimed  themselves  to  be  indepen- 
dent, but  have  been  recognized  as  such  by  other  powers,  she 
ought  not  to  expect  that  other  nations  will  quietly  look  on,  to 
fbeir  obvious  injury,  upon  a  protraction  of  hostilities*    These 
United  States  threw  off  their  colonial  dependence^  and  estab- 
lished independent   governments;  and  Great  Britain,  aA^^ 
having  wasted  her  energies  in  the  attempt  to  subdue  them  fof 
a  less  period  than  Mexico  has  attempted  to  subjugate  Texas, 
had  the  wisdom  and  justice  to  acknowledge  their  indepeo* 


dence,  tkerebj  recpgnisuig  the  obligation  which  rested  ob  her 
as  one  of  the  fiimily  of  nations.  An  example  thus  set  b  j  one 
of  the  proudest  as  well  as  most  powerful  nations  of  the  earthy 
it  could  in  no  way  disparage  Mexico  to  imitate.  While, 
therefore,  the  Executire  would  deplore  any  collision  with 
Mexico,  or  any  disturbance  of  the  friendly  relations  which 
exist  between  the  two  countries,  it  cannot  permit  that  govern- 
ment to  control  its  policy,  whatever  it  may  be,  towards  Texas; 
but  will  treat  her  as  by  the  recognition  of  her  independence 
the  United  States  hare  long  since  declared  they  would  do,  aa 
entiilely  independent  of  Mexico.  The  hig^  obligations  of 
public  duty  may  enforce  from  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  United  States  a  policy  which  the  course  persevered  ini 
by  Mexico,  will  have  mainly  contributed  to  produce ;  and  the 
executive,  in  such  a  contingency,  will  with  confidence  throw 
itself  upon  the  patriotism  of  the  people  to  sustain  the  govern-* 
ment  in  its  course  of  action. 

^^Measures  of  an  unusual  cbamcter  have  recently  been 
adopted  by  the  Mexican  Grovemment,  calculated  in  no  small 
degree  to  aflect  the  trade  of  other  nations  with  Mexioo,  ttud 
to  operate  injuriously  to  the  United  States.  All  foreigners, 
by  a  decree  of  the  23d  day  of  September,  and  after  six  months 
from  the  day  of  its  prcHnulgation,  are  forbiddeato  carry  on 
the  business  of  selling  by  retail  any  goods  within  the  con* 
fines  of  Mexico.  Against  thi?  decree  our  minister  has  not 
fidled  to  remonstrate. 

''The  trade  heretofore  carried  on  by  our  citizens  with  Simla 
Fe,  in  which  much  'capital  was  already  invested,  and  which 
was  becoming  of  daily  increasing  importance,  has  suddenly, 
been  arrested  by  a  decree  of  virtual  prohibition  on  the  part  of 
the  Mexican  Government  Whatever  may  be  the  rig^t  of 
Mexico  to  prohibit  any  particular  coarse  of  trade  to  the  citi* 
zens  or  subjects  of  foreign  powers,  this  late  procedure,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  wears  a  harrii  and  unfriendly  aspect 

''The  instalments  on  the  claims  recently  settled  by  the  con- 
vention with  Mexico  have  been  punctually  paid  as  they  have 
81 


fUfeft  dve,  ftnd  cmr  mifiister  is  eagag^  b  ttrgbg  tlie  eUab* 
liflbment-of  t  new  oommimoiiy  in  purauance  of  tibe  conyen* 
tion,  for  tht 'settleinent  of  unadjualed 
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« 
DacummU  accon^mi^fing  the  PrttideniU  Mumigt  &l  tim  com' 

mencemerU  of  the  First  Se$mm.  ^  ike  TWn^Jfig^fi  CW* 

MH.   DE  BOCANEGRA  TO  Mr.   TbOMPSOIT. 

KmUmml  AAks.  JIMoa,  ih«M<  t9,  1843. 

The  underrigned,  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Relations 
and  Goyemmenty  has  receiyed  express  orders  from  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Proyisional  President^  to  address  the  Hon.  Waddy 
Thompsoni  enyoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  giye  him  clear  and  definitiye 
explanations  respecting  an  aflkir,  the  consequences  of  which 
are  graye  and  serious  for  the  two  nations  whose  friendship 
and  good  understanding  should  be  maintained,  for  their  re* 
ciprocal  interests,  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole  human 
race. 

Unfortunately,  the  eyents  which  haye  been  occurring  for 
so  many  years  past — ^as  well  as  the  colonization  of  Texas  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States  as  &e  insurrection  excited,  sus- 
tained, and  carried  through,  by  citizens  of  Aose  same  States 
— *haye  appeared  to  afford  grounds  for  doubting  the  sincerity 
and  frankness  of  the  conduct  of  that  powerful  Republic  with 
regard  to  the  Mexican  nation,  although  tfiey  were  bound  to- 
gether by  treaties,  such  as  are  esteemed  sacred  in  the  inter- 
course and  relations  of  ciyilized  States.  This  assertion  has 
found  a  place  in  the  series  of  historical  truths ;  and  under  this 


Tiew  alone,  il  is  nealkd  by  fte  Mesiotti  GovenmiMt  intk 
&e  deepest  legrely  tad  becsuse,  in  spproacbbg  the  eyent 
lAich  is  snticipatedyit  is  indi^ensable  to  refer  to  Ifae  most 
kvneatsble  oircaiBSlaneetf  Whiek  ksre  preoeded  it.  Tfce  in* 
cogniAion  of  tlie  indepeadeoBe  of  Tens  by  tbe  Goremifteiit  of 
tbe  Uaited  StuteSi  iriiidi  serred  as  an  exampk,  aaderea  as  m 
stimaloB  to  similar  reeogattioas  by  some  gpoiremaients  df  Europe 
iras  on  the  point  of  alteviag  Ihe  sxistiBg  good  uad^rstaidiag^ 
and  hannony ;  and  it  nMOst  be  eoosidered  as  a  great  sacrifice 
to  the  pabMc  peaee,  and  to  die  friendship  professed  toixratodg 
the  Uaited  Stales,  that  the  Governmeal  of  the  Mexican  Re^ 
poblic  should  hare  oooftented  itself  with  making  a  proper 
protest  against  the  act;  in  order  tkas  to  preserve  the  righits  of 
tin  nation,  its  dignity,  and  its  honor.  fVom  the  moment 
when  hia  Exoellency  tiie-  Proriiional  PtesideBt  took  the  refaa» 
of  the  (Soremment,  he  has  conducted  himself  accordaig  to 
the  laadable  maxims,  that  CbremnieHt  should  be  as  firm  in 
the  pnrpoae  to  be  jast  in  their  foreign  rehtions,  as  in  doBBaad* 
iag  jttstiee  whowrer  aggressioas  are  comnixtted  against  thmn^ 
muk  as  may  place  in  jeopardy  those  ri^ts  which  they  ara 
boaad  to  preserve  at  all  cost  The  Hon.  Waddy  Thompson^ 
is  the  best  witness  ta  show  that  his  Excelliency  the  Presid^it 
has  condemned  the  dark  policy  of  aatiomd  antipathies,  and 
has  done  all  in  his  power  to  render  the  conduct  of  Mexico 
towards  the  United  States  consistent,  honorable,  and  cordial^ 
in  order  that  no  wdl«groanded  modre  of  complaint  might 
erer  exist,  and  that  no  breach  might  be  made  in  the  existing 
stipalations;  and  it  is  likewise  notorious  that  it  has  been 
sometisMS  necessary  to  subject  the  nation  to  great  sacrifices, 
in  order  to  keep  its  engagements  inyiolable.  It  likewise  ap* 
pears  that  the  CrOTerament  of  the  United  States,  in  reciprocity 
for  this  uniform  system,  is  bound,  for  the  glory  of  its  own 
name,  to  remove  all  cause  of  injury  to  the  welfiure  of  the  two' 
nations  which  may  present  themselves. 

The  Mexican  Government  has  collected  sufficient  evi- 
dence^ published  in  abundance  by  tfie  American  press,  that  4 
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propotitUm  is  to  be  wtbttitted  to  the  deHberataoas  of  the  Cob* 
gieaM>f  the  United  Statei,  at  its  ensuing  wssfton,  to  inooiporate 
with  them  the  so-called  Republic  of  Texas ;  and  akhoagh  im 
EzceUency  the  President  hopes  that  an  aathoritj  so  cuchb- 
q>ect  will  defeat  a  dengn  so  uiyust,  and  an  attack  ao  decian 
OD  the  rights  of  die  Mexican  nation  over  tbat  teniiory,  he  bi 
ordered  the  nndersigpied  to  declare  to   the   Hon.  Waddy 
Thompson,  with  the  riew  that  he  may  submit  it  to  his  Go- 
Temment,  that  die  Mexican  Goremment  will  eonaidereqiiiTi* 
lent  to  a  declaration  of  war  against  the  Mexican  Bepoblic  tb 
passage  of  an  act  for  the  isoorpomtion  of  Texas  with  die  teni> 
tory  of  the  United  States ;  the  certain^  of  die  fret  being  mfr 
cientfor  theimmediate  prodamation  of  war,  learing  to  the  dfil- 
ised  world  to  determine  with  regard  to  the  justice  of  thocaioe 
of  the  Mexican  nation,  in  a  struggle  which  it  has  been  so  to 
from  proToking. 

The  colonists  of  Texas,  gn^roasly  receiTed  by  tte  Men- 
oan  nation,  entered  into  that  country,  and  rose  in  insurrectioa, 
under  various  pretexts,  but  with  ttie  declared  iateatkn  to 
wrest  that  territory  from  its  lawful  possessor;  and  as  to  Mexi- 
00,  they  nerer  lost  their  character  of  subjects,  while  Am 
(all  citixCTs  of  die  United  States)  who  afterwards  went  to  wp- 
port  their  rebellion  are  regarded  only  as  adrentwcrs-    Aad 
if  a  party  in  Texas  is  now  endearoring  to  effect  its  incorpoia- 
tion  with  the  United  States,  it  b  from  the  conseiousaess  of 
their  n6torioa8  incapability  to  form  and  constitute  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  without  their  harbg  changed  their  sitoatioDi 
nor  acquired  any  rights  to  separate  themselves  from  tb^ 
modier  country.    His  Excellency  the  Provisional  Presideat, 
resting  on  this  deep  conviction,  is' obliged  to  prevent  an  V 
gresstOD,  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  the  world,  from  being 
consummated;  and  if  it  be  indiq>ensable  for  the  Meziosn  n^ 
tion  to  seek  security  for  its  rights  at  the  expense  of  the  disaa- 
ters  of  war,  it  will  call  upon  Grod,  and  rely  cm  its  own  e^^ 
for  the  defence  of  its  just  cause.    The  Government  of  the  un- 
dersigned, nevertheless,  flatters  itself  with  the  hope  that  tb0 
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Govenmiait  of  Ae  United  States  will  ward  off  from  its  coun- 
try and  from  ours  &e  deplorable  consequences  of  a  rupture, 
by  presnrring  the  amicaUe  relations  which  his  Excellency 
the  President  so  ardently  desires  to  maintain,  and  will  thus 
save  tiie  glorious  Republic,  which  Aeimmortel  Washington 
feunded,  from  slain  and  dnhonor. 

like  undersigned  ho]^  that  his  excellency  the  mmiiter  of 
flie  United  States  will  communicate  this  solemn  protest  to  hia 
goremment,  and  will  accept  die  assurance  of  high  consideia* 
tion  on  the  part  of  hit  most  obedient  serrant. 

J.  M.  D£  BOCANEGRA. 
Hon.  Waddy  Thohpsov,  Bnvayy  4^. 
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Ma.  TaoMpaoir  to  Mn.  nn  BooAvnoaA. 

loaATiov  OP  TEg  Uirino  Statu  of  Amibica* 

IfenM,  Aigud  94«  1843. 

Th£  undersigned  has  receiyed  and  read  with  astonishment 
the  note  of  his  excellency  Jo86  Maria  de  Bocanegra,  Minister 
of  Foreign  Relations  and  Government,  of  yesterday's  date. 
At  the  yeiy  moment  when  a  rumor  of  an  invasion  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Mexico  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  having  no 
other  authority  than  the  public  newspapers,  is  proven  to  be 
without  foundation,  and  upon  which  rumor  his  excellency  had 
addressed  a  very  strong  note  to  the  undersigned,  another  is  re* 
ceivedof  a  similar  character,  based  upon  no  better  authority. 
The  direct  threat  of  war,  which  his  excellency  makes,  pre- 
cludes the  undersigned  from  oflering  any  explanation  whatever 
upon  the  subject  With  a  proud  man  or  a  proud  nation,  the 
language  of  menace  is  not  only  unavailing,  but  has  an  inevi* 
fable  tendency  to  defeat  its  object.    The  Government  of  the 
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qndertigii«d  bat  no  pcMiM  fiw  vmr,  fi>neigm  #r  do— tie  K 
aeekt  a  diflereBt  patk  ^  gbfj*  SMill  Ibm  dow  tiiat  g^ 
rmitneDt  desire  v»r  with  Mcxioou  But  if  mtjibiag  eovU 
coDcate  fladi  m  feelisf;,  it  will  be  tfie  coostenl  repetition  otikm 
Ihretis,  aKIoe  ineomiietible,  ia  the  j^d^n^Dft  of  the  lodo' 
signed,  with  the  respect  due  lo  his  own  y>y»iBTnt  and  li 
4Mkl  of  Mexico;  juid  the  undenlgMd  requesto  that  thejrm^ 
not  he  repeated.  If  inteiided  for  iatinaidalio^,  tlicj  wiU  litvt 
no  efeot ;  and  if  as  a  waning,  tfnej  Btm  nat  nee^ssaiy:  fa 
his  country  is  alwmjrs  in  a  condition  to  naeet  any  emerg^Mj* 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  add,  thnt  "the  ^oem 
Republic  founded  by  the  immoiial  WaahingtoD"  has  its  cfci- 
racter  in  its  own  keeping,  and  needs  no  admonitions  from  anj 
quarter  to  prevent  it  from  stain  or  dishonor. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  his  exeellencj  Jose  Maria  de 
Bocanegra,  Minister  of  F<Nreign  Relations,  &c.,  the  assoraace 
of  his  distinguished  connderation. 

WADDY  THOMPSON. 

Excellency  Jose  Maua  de  Bocaitscba, 

(f  Foreign  MaHanB  mni  Hoiwniweirf 
of  the  Mtxkan  RtpubUt 
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V. 

Mn.  PE  BocAircGBA  to  Ma»  Thcmmpsoit. 

tTEABBLATIOK.) 

JSTMmid  Palau,  Mexko,  Bq/Umber,  1B43. 

Tbh  undersigned,  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Go* 
Temm^nt|  when  addressing  the  Hon.  Waddy  Thompsoa  on 
the  21st  of  July  and  the  8th  of  August  last,  with  respect  to  ibe 
new  inyasion  of  the  Territory  of  Mexico,  made  known  tne 
evidence  which  had  bf en  obtained^  estimating  it  ^ceorowg 
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to  its  real  value,  as  it  determiBed  tlie  Supreme  GoTemme&t 
to  take  a  step  so  eonfbnnable  with  its  dignity  aad  propriety^ 
after  tnyiug  examtued  diose  circumstances  th<MtNa^Iy.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Thompson  will  be  nble  to  convince  himself  that 
the  government,  in  makmg  that  communication,  founded  it 
not  upon  vague  rumors,  but  upon  advices,  authentic,  pvblic, 
and  official,  afforded  by  the  Mexican  authorities,  who  cannot 
he  supposed  to  widi  to  alarm  their  Government  by  unceitain 
and  groundless  informaticm.  The  Grovemtaent  relied  on  the 
frith  which  should  be  placed  in  those  authorities,  and  oonsid-* 
eied  that  Aey,  when  addressing  their  government  on  a  sub- 
ject so  serious  in  all  its  relations  and  aspects,  did  so  in  the 
discharge  of  the  functions,  civil  and  military^  which  they  ex- 
ercise in  their  r,espective  departments. 

Governments  dq>end  upon  the  testimony  afforded  by  ikm 
agents ;  and  if  they  are  deprived  4>f  this  means  for  the  suj^port 
of  their  measures,  what  other  can  they  have,  in  order  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  die  circumstances  which  required 
ibeir  attention  ? 

In  the  offices  of  the  Department  of  State  are  documents 
which  induced  the  belief  in  a  new  invasion,  and  the  order  of 
General  Houston  for  its  cessation  destroys  all  doubt  on  the 
subject. 

With  regard  to  the  incorporation  of  Texas  in  the  United 
States,  the  principal  object  of  this  note,  and  on  which  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Thompson  treats  in  his  reply  of  die  S4th  of  August 
last,  the  information  is  still  more  positive,  as  to  an  affiur 
which  neither  is  nor  can  be  indifferent  to  the  Supreme  Gro- 
vemment  of  Mexico,  because  it  has  calculated  and  foreseen  the 
exaggerated  pretensions  of  those  who  in  the  United  Statei 
support  the  pretensions  of  the  adventurers  of  Texas.  The 
communications,  public  and  private,  from  that  country,  its 
newspapers,  and  the  rumors  there  current,  and  the  invitation 
signed  at  Washington  on  the  6th  of  March  of  this  year,  are 
circumstances  which  cannot  be  treated  as  vague  rumors.  The 
Act  that  the  General  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  already 


been  occupied  with  the  fobject  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  is 
not  only  not  destitute  of  foundation,  but  most  positiTe  proofa  of 
it  hare  been  obtained ;  and  it  is  not,  therefore  one  of  diose 
anecdotee  which  editors  are  in  the  habit  of  introducing  into 
their  newspapers,  in  order  to  render  them  more  pleasing;  it  is 
a  tbinff  certain — most  certain,  unless  tibe  publicatiotts  of  die 
enlightened  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  the  opposition  made 
and  now  in  preparation  against  this  project^  at  the  head  cf 
which  that  personage  stands,  be  fables. 

To  insist  on  what  is  positively  known,  tiuit  the  States  of 
the  South  are  promoting  and  agiiatiag  the  a^ggression  npsa 
Texas,  would  be  an  offence  to  the  ^ightenment  and  judgment 
of  Mr.  Thompson. 

The  probabilities  are,  ftat  the  Congress  at  Wasbiogtoa 
will  again  take  up  this  affiiir  atits  next  session,  and  that  the 
reason,  justice,  and  circumspection  of  a  body,  which,  inw 
its  nature  proceeds  with  the  utmost  caution,  (mirAmg,  deHi^ 
roHpn)  in  ajBairs  of  less  importance,  will  frustrate  pretensioDS 
based  solely  on  private  interests.      The  underngned  hopes, 
with  good  reason,  from  the  principles  of  justice  which  ought 
to  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  fiie  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  that  it  will  never  listen  to  suggestioas,  nor  to  pnr 
vate  interests,  detrimental  to  the  law  of  nations  and  intema- 
tiosial  law ;  but  as  it  may  happen  that  ambition  and  deliisioa 
may  prevail  over  public  propriety,  that  personal  Tiews  may 
triumph  over  sane  and  just  ideas,  and  that  the  vigorous  res- 
aonmg  of  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams  and  his  co-laborers  m^J 
ibe  ineffectual,  how  can  it  be  considered  strange  and  out  of  A^ 
way  that  Mexico,  under  such  a  supposition,  should  unnonBce 
4hat  die  will  regard  the  annexation  of  Texas  as  an  act  of  deck- 
Tstion  of  war  ?    Mexico,  therefore,  does  not  threaten,  sod  s^u 
less  does  she  provoke  and  excite ;  what  she  says  is  that  irhick 
cannot  be  denied  to  her :  that  she  will  regard  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States  as  a  hostile  act,  inasmuch  tf 
this  act  involves  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  particu- 
larly of  international  law,  by  its  infraction  of  the  first  artick 


of  tiie  treaty  of  AprU  6, 1831,  pablidied  b  Mexieo  in  1832^ 
which  nys:  "There  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  unirer- 
«d  peace,  and  a  true  and  sincere  frienddiipi  between  the 
United  Mexiean  States  and  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
fdl  the  extent  of  their  possessions  and  territories,  and  between 
tbeir  people  and  citizens^  respectirely,  without  distinction  of 
persons  or  frfaces." 

Mexico  has  alwajrs  taken  care  to  fulfil  her  stipulations,  be* 
caase  she  Imows  what  she  owes  to  other  nations ;  but  sh^ 
widies,  also,  that  what  is  due  to  herself  should  be  ohser* 
Tad  and  maintained;  and  if  on  Husae  principles  she  has 
protested,  and  does  protest,  she  does  in  diis  no  more  than 
fulfil  an  obligation  which  is  peculiar  to  her  sovereignity  and 
independence,  widioui  proposing,  ever  so  distantly,  to  intimi* 
date  or  to  warn,  but  to  show  what  is  proper  for  her  to  do. 

The  undersigned  herewith  repeats  to  the  Hon.  Waddy 
Thompson  the  assucances  of  his  most  distinguished  consi* 
deration. 

J.  M.  D£  BOCAinSGRA, 

Hon.  WADmr  THOBiPSoir, 

Emo§  Extraordiimry  mud  Mimdet  FknifoUiMm^ 
^tUWUdSlMUB^dmarkm. 


^  ^^i^»^»^^^>^^ 


VI. 


EXTXACT  Oir  ▲   LXTTEX  FROM  Mb.   UpSBUR  TO  Mx.   TbOHP' 

SOK,   DATED  OcTOBEX  20,  1843. 


Toux  letter  to  Mr.  de  Bocanegra,  b  reply  to  that 
he  addressed  to  you  on  the  83d  of  August,  b  certainly  in  no 
respect  too  spirited  or  positive.  The  language  of  Mr.  Bocih 
negra's  letter,  particularly  in  its  concluding  sentence  is  highly 
offensive,  and  you  would  have  been  fully  justified  in  requir* 


inghim  to  wiHidiaw  it  Tlie  wamkg  wkidi  you  Im^rn  grrai 
kim  againit  the  use  of  •imihr  ezprenmw  m  future  wtU  U  is 
koped,  hart  itf  effect  If,  however,  you  skodd  agaia  be 
addressed  in  terms  so  aasunug  and  so  dispataguig  to  Ike 
Umted  States,  you  will  deaaand  that  tke  letter  be  widuirawn, 
or  tkat  satiable  apology  for  it  be  made.  Tou  will  at  tkc 
same  time  inform  the  Mexican  (jovemment  diat  yoa  caa  kold 
no  intercourse  witk  it,  except  on  suck  terms  of  courtsey  and 
respect  as  are  due  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  Usifted 
fitoites. 

'  In  regard  to  the  tkreat,  tkat  Mexico  will  consider  tke  aft- 
bexation  of  Texas  to  tke  United  States  as  eq  ivalent  to  a  d«- 
daratton  of  war,  you  were  certainly  rtg|it  to  offer  no  e:^IaBSip 
tion  wkatever.  Should  the  subject,  kowever,  bo  again 
brought  to  your  attration  in  a  proper  manner,  you  will  say 
tkat  you-are  not  in  possession  of  the  views  of  your  Govern- 
ment in  rektUm  to  it.  You  may  intimate,  however,  if  tke  oe« 
casion  skould  justify  it,  tkat,  as  tke  independence  of  Texas  kas 
been  acknowledged  not  only  by  tke  United  States,  but  also 
by  all  tke  otker  principal  powers  of  die  world,  most  of  whom 
kave  establisbed  diplomatic  relations  witk  ker,  ske  ia  16  be 
regarded  as  an  independent  and  sovereign  power,  competent 
to  treat  for  kerself ;  and  as  ske  kas  skaken  off  tke  autkority 
of  Mexico,  and  successfully  resisted  ker  power  for  eig^t 
years,  the  United  States  will  not  feel  tkemselves  imder  any 
obligation  to  respect  ker  former  relation  witk  tkat  countiy; 
tkat  we  skould  greatly  regret  any  interruption  of  our  friendly 
relations  with  Mexico,  and  do  not  design  to  do  any  tking  of 
wkick  ak«  can  jusdy  complain ;  tkat  if  war  skould  ensue, 
Mexico  kerself  will  be  the  aggressor,  and  wiU  be  alone  re- 
sponsible for  all  the  evils  which  may  attend  it ;  and  that  in 
the  mean  time  the  United  States  will  pursue  the  policy  which 
tkeir  honor  and  their  interest  require,  taking  counsel  only  of 
their  own  sens^  of  what  is  due  to  tkemselves  and  to  o^ier 
jiations^ 


vn. 

CrBRBftU.  ALMovtB  TO  Mb.  JJjnmm* 

[TmAVILAVXOV.] 

The  Bnderrigaed,  eBtoytxtmordtiiaiyaiid  ninkterpkiii* 
potentiarj  of  the  Mexiean  RepnUic,  has  the  hcmor,  by  expresi 
order  from  his  Gtoremment,  to  address  ttie  honorable  A.  P* 
Upshur,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  piu* 
pose  of  maicing  known  to  him,  so  that  he  may  be  pleased  to 
eommunicate  tt  to  his  Exeelleney  tiie  President,  that  the 
Mexican  Goyemment  has  well-gronnded  reasons  to  beliere 
Ihat,  b  the  approaching  session  of  the  General  Congress  of^e 
United  States,  the  qne^tion  as  to  Ihe  annexation  of  a  part  of 
its  territory  to  that  of  fhe  United  States  will  be  discussed ; 
and  that  soch  a  measure,  if  carried  into  efleet,  cannot  be  con* 
ridered  by  Mexico  in  any  other  aq[>ect  than  as  %  direct  ag^ 
gression. 

From  what  has  been  said,  the  Secretary  of  State  will  hai^ 
seen  that  reference  is  here  made  to  the  department  of  Texas^ 
an  integrant  part  of  the  Mexican  Republic ;  and  the  under* 
signed  would  consider  himself  as  questioning  the  understand* 
bg  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  ifhe  Aould  proceed  to  demonstrate 
the  rights  of  his  GrOTemment  to  the  aboTe  mentioned  depart- 
ment. For  the  same  reason,  he  will  confine  himself  simply 
to  reminding  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  enstence  of  a  treaty 
by  which  tte  United  States  of  America  acknowledged  tfie 
sorereignty  of  Mexico  over  the  said  territory  ;  and  although 
subsequently  Texas,  in  consequence  of  a  rerolution,  excited, 
as  every  one  knows,  by  citieens  who  einigrated  from  this 
country,  proclaimed  its  independence,  and  this  independence 
was  unexpectedly  acknowledged  by  tiie  United  States  of 


America,  Die  GoTemment  of  the  undersigned  immediate^ 
protested  against  such  recognition,  and  declared  that  it  wooU 
not,  in  any  way,  affect  the  rights  of  Mexico. 

Thus  the  undersigned,  in  consideration   of  the  reason 
above  exposed,  and  relying  on  4ie  good  jodgment  and  enlight- 
ened patriotism  of  the  next  Greneral  Congress  of  the  Union,  not 
less  than  on  the  integrity  of  the  worthy  Magistrate  who  nov 
presides  over  the  destinies  of  this  Republic^  trusts  Aat,  fortk 
sake  of  justice  and  of  the  friendly  relatioxis  of  two  adjoining 
nations,  which  have  so  long,  existed  in  peace,  the  deap 
abore  indicated  will  not  be  carried  into  effect,  bat  wiB  ntiier 
be  regarded  with  indigpatioo  by  the  legislative  body.    M 
i£y  contrary  to  the  hopes  and  wishes  entertained  by  the  Cio> 
Temmeat  of  the  undersigned,  for  the  preservation  ofibegooi 
understanding  and  harmony  which  should  reign  between  &e 
two  neighboring  and  friendly  Republics,  the  United  States 
should,  in  defiance  of  good  fiiith  and  of  the  principles  of  jut' 
lice  which  tiiey  hare  constantly  proclaimed,  commit  the  on* 
beard  of  act  of  violence  {ma»4i$o  akniado — ^the  expression  is 
much  stronger  than  the  translation)  of  appropriating  to  them- 
selves an  integrant  part  of  the  Mexican  territory,  the  under- 
signed, in  the  name  of  his  nation,  and  now  for  them,  protests, 
ift  the  most  solemn  manner  against  such  an  aggression ;  sod  i^ 
miMreover  declares,  by  express  order  of  his  Govemment,  that 
on  sanction  being  given  by  the  Executive  of  the  Union  to  ti« 
incorpoiation  of  Texas  into  the  United  States,  he  will  con- 
sider his  missioa  ended,  seeing  that,  as  the  Secretary  otSiM^ 
will  have  learned,  the  Mexican  Govemnient  is  resolved  to 
declare  war  so  soon  as  it  receives  intimation  of  such  an  act 
The  undersigned  flatters  himself,  nevertheless,  with  the 
idea,  ttiat  the  circumstances  which  have  occasioned  this  ^<^ 
will  di«ippear  completely,  and  that  the  Government  of  the 
honoiable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America 
will  employ,  at  the  proper  times,  all  the  means  in  its  power  to 
frustrate  the  said  plan,  thus  saving  its  own  good  name,  an4 
^f^l^jing  prominently  the  principles  which  ousht  to  chanM^ 


terize  a  GoyeniiDait,  free,  enUg^tened)  aad  just,  m  its  politic 
^  tnnoactioiis. 
-    The  nndermgned  repeats  to  the  Seof etavy,  &c. 

J;  N.  AIMONTE. 
Hem  A.  P.Umbvb, 


1»»^^^»%^^^I^^^»<^^'»»*VI^^^^»»^^»W^ 


Yin. 

BIe.  Upshux  to  Gestcral  Almoi^te. 

DirABTMSHT  or  Statb. 
WasUr^^Um^  m^ember  8»  1843. 

The  «BderngDed,  Sectetarjr  of  State  c^the  United  States, 
has  the  honor  to  ackaowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  vfHidi 
General  Almonte,  envoy  eitraordinarj  and  minister  pleni** 
potentiaiy  of  the  Mexican  Repnblic,  did  him  the  honor  to 
address  to  him  on  the  3d  instant. 

.  General  Almonte  infcwms  the  imdersigned  that  he  has  it 
m  express  order  from  his  Oovemment  to  make  known  to  the 
nndersigaed,  so  that  it  may  be  communicated  to  the  President, 
that  the  Mexican  Government  has  well-grounded  reasons  to 
beHeve  that,  in  the  approaching  session  of  the  General  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  the  question  as  to  the  annexation  of  a 
part  of  its  territory  to  the  United  States  will  be  discussed ;  and 
that  such  a  measuie  if  carried  into  eflect,  cannot  be  consider* 
ed  by  Mexico  in  any  other  aq[>ect  than  as  a  direct  aggression. 
General  Almonte  fixrther  informs  the  undersigned,  by  express 
mrder  of  his  Goremment,  that,  on  sanction  being  given  by  the 
EixecutiYe  of  the  Union  to  the  incorporation  of  Texas  into  the 
United  States,  he  wiU  consider  his  mission  ended^  seeing  that 
the  Mexican  Government  is  res61vedto  declare  war  so  soon  as 
it  receives  information  of  such  an  act.  General  Almonte  is 
pleased  to  conclude  his  communication  with  the  expression 


of  a  k0pe  that  (hia  Gowwnmmat  wiK  trnftajy  at  tfce  pioper 
time,  all  the  nieanfl  in  its  power  to  finstrate  the  said  phii,iMi 
saving  its  own  good  name,  and  diaphLjuig'  proaMaendydie 
principles  which  ovg^t  to  characterize  a  Goveniment,  free, 
enlightened,  and  just,  iii  its  political  tiauafcttioiiB. 

As  General  Almonte  has  made  no  inquiry  of  fte  1nlde^ 
signed  as  to  the  ftcts  on  which  his  letter  ia  founded,  it  is 
presumed  that  the  Mexican  Government  is  entirely  sadsfied 
with  the  information  it  has  already  received,  particukilj 
as  that  information  has  been  deemed  sufiScient  to  justify  tlie 
imputation  of  designs  on  the  part  of  a  branch  of  this  Goven* 
ment,  which  are  characterized  as  highly  unworthy,  and  wbiA 
General  Almonte  has  thought  to  denounce  ia  terms  quite  as 
strong  as  diplomatic  courtesy  will  allow.  The  undersigned^ 
therafere  does  not  feel  thai  he  is  caUed  on  either  to  admit  or 
or  U»  deny  the  design  imputed  to  die  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  Government  of  Mexico,  even  if  he  can  be  pr^ 
somed  to  know  any  thing  upon  die  subject. 

As  to  the  threat  of  war  made  in  advance,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  express  order  of  the  Mexican  Govemsnent,  the  nadO' 
signed  remmds  General  Aknonte  diat  it  is  neither  the  first  nor 
the  second  time  that  Mexico  has  given  the  same  warning  to  the 
United  States,  under  similar  circumstances.  The  ondeisigBed 
had  hoped  that  the  manner  in  which  these  threats  have  hereto- 
tate  been  leceived  and  treated  had  clearly  shown  to  the  Mexi- 
oan  Government  the  light  in  which  they  are  regarded  by  that 
of  the  United  States.    The  undersigned  has  now  only  to  M 
that  as  his  Government  has  not,  in  time  past,  done  any  thing 
inconsistent  with  the  just  claims  of  Mexico,  the  freddent 
sees  no  reason  to  suppose  diat  Congress  will  suffer  its  policy 
to  be  effected  by  the  threats  of  that  Government.     TbePr» 
dent  has  full  reliance  on  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  Coogren, 
and  cannot  anticipate  that  any  occasion  will  arise  to  (9tf»^ 
his  hearty  c<^operation  in  vAu^ver  policy  that  body  b^^T 
ehooae  to  pursue,  either  towards  Mexico  or  any  other  power. 

In  conclusion,  the  undeisigned  reminds  General  Abnonte 


tkat  this  GoTenuacnt  is  under  bo  necessity  to  fcam,  from  flist 

•f  Mexico^  what  is  due  to  ils  owa  honor  or  to  the  ri^ts  of 

other  natioins.    It  is  therefore  quite  unnecessary  that  General 

Aksonte,  in  his  future  communications  to  this  department^ 

should  admonish  tins  GoTemment  ei&er  to  respect  its  duties 

or  to  take  care  of  its  reputation,  in  any  contingency  vhidi 

the  Mexican  GaVommeBt  may  choose  to  anticipate. 

The  undersigned  UTails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  offiur 

General  Almonte  renewed  asswrances  of  his  hi§^  considecai- 

tion^ 

A,  P.  UPSHUR.    . 

Brigadier  General  Don  J.  N.  Almohi%  4r^, 


»»<WWWMMWM^W^»»»^^^^^^*VMN^^i«»WM*# 


GEirxBAL  Almonte  to  Me.  Upsmm. 

[TEAmLATlOir.] 

WmMngUm^  Nofemket  11,  l9iX 

Tax  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni* 
potentiaiy  of  tiie  Mexican  Republic,  had  die  honor  to  receive 
the  answer  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  A.  P.  Upsher,  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States,  was  pleased  to  make  to  his  note 
of  the  3d  instant,  relating  to  a  protest  which  the  undersigned 
addressed  to  that  gentleman  against  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  die  United  States  of  America. 

From  the  tenmr  of  that  answer,  the  undersigned  has 
seen  with  regret  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Upshui:,  Secretary  of 
State,  has  fallen  into  two  grave  errors,  {ejmvocacwm^ — ^mis- 
understandings,) occarioned,  possibly,  by  some  error  com*  . 
mitted  in  the  trandadon  which  has  been  made  of  his  note. 

The  &st  of  these  misunderstandings  consists  in  suppos- 
iog  that  the  government  of  the  imdevsigned  imputes  to  one 
of  the  supreme  powers  of  the  American  Union  unworthy 


4M  Ammax. 

▼iewt  or  desigiit  with  ftgud  to  tke    tenritory  of  Tem 
The  Mexican  gorenunent  hsB  cttt  no  suck  impotatioii^Hiuile 
the  contrary ;  it  ha«  manifested  its  reliance  on  the  eircum- 
apection  and   good  judgsMnt  of  tibe  American  CoDgre» 
Indeed,  how  could  it  have  anticipated  (foreseea)  the  condnd 
of  the  legislative  body,  when  that  bo<fy  has  not  yet  beet 
assembled?      What  die  nndersigned  aad    his  goireraaeit 
have  said  is,  ihat  the  Mexkmm  gavemmaU  hn  weU-grmmU 
rmtcnt  io  beUete  ihatf  in  the  ^fproaekimg  sersaim  ff  tke  Gn- 
eral   Cangrtsi  of  the   United  StaUt^  the  question  ae  ti>  ik 
annexaHon  of  a  part  of  iU  territory  (Texas)  to  the  Vniid 
States  vrill  be  ditautedj  (se  tratara^)    Here  it  is  deaily  sees 
that  neither  the  undersigned  nor  his  goyemment  have  said  Ait 
Congress  wUI  take  up  (tratara)  the  subject  of  the  annezslioB 
of  Texas,  but  that  the  subject  of  the  annexation  of  Textf 
will  be  discussed  in  its  sessions,  (en  sus  sesiones  se  tratua;) 
that  is  to  say,  that  this  question  will,  in  some  manner,  be 
agitated  in  its  body ;  that  it  will  afibrd  material  for  discoi' 
sion,  (discusion,)  for  which,  as  the  Secretaiy   of  State  wdl 
knows,  it  will  be  sufficient  that  a  petition  be  presented,  or 
that  some  member  should  make  a  proposition  to  the  effect  is 
Congress,  ibr  a  discussion  to  take  place,  even  though  it  were 
for  no  other  object  than  to  admit  or  reject  such  a  prqpositioa. 
This  is  what  the  undersigned  and  his  government  have  said; 
and,  in  order  that  the  Secretary  of  State  may  see  that  what 
has  been  said  by  both  is  not  without  foundation,  it  will  be 
sufficient  for  the  undersigned,  without  need  of  reference  to 
other  circumstances  in  proof,  to  cite  the  exposition  on  the 
subject  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  made  on  the  3d  of 
March  last  by  thirteen  members,  among  whom  is  found  die 
respectable  name  of  the  Hon*  John  Quincy  Adam^  ^' 
President  of  this  republic. 

Since  that  time,  articles  have  been  constantly  app^sHsg 
in  the  newspapers  of  the  south,  and  eiq>eeiaUy  in  the  official 
journal  of  the  government,  in  favor  of  the  annexation  w 
Texas ;  respecting  which,  the  latter  paper  has  gone  aofut^ 
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to  say,  that  U  (tke  annexation)  ii  qf  such  imparianee  ffiat  the 
indwidwU  or  indmduals  who  may  coninbuU  the  most  to  ^ect 
an  object  so  uivaititageous  for  the  UhaoiHy  and  so  anxiouslp 
desired  iy  the  Texansy  will  recewe  the  applause  of  the  country 
new  and  hetenfter*  It  is  yeiy  possible  that  these  expressions 
may  have  been  written  -without  the  knowledge  of  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  State,  and  the  undersigned  desires  to  believe  it  so ;: 
but,  in  truth,  presumptions  indicate  the  contrary. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  moreover,  seems  to  consider  it 
strange  that  the  government  of  the  undersigned  should  not 
have  hitherto  made  any  inquiry  of  him  as  to  the  facts  upon 
which  his  protest  is  founded ;  thus  giving  it  to  be  understood 
tiittt  he  is  ignorant  of  any  project  being  entertained  (entre 
manos — in  hand)  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States,  or  that  it  is  in  contemplation  (se  trate)  to  submit  such 
a  question  to  the  deliberations  of  the  ensuing  Congress*. 
The  undendgned  would  highly  value  a  formal  declaration, 
to  that  effect  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  order 
to  be  able  to  transmit  it  without  delay  to  his  govermnent,  as- 
it  would  show,  in  a  most  unequivocal  manner,  that  if  any  one 
in  &e  United  States  be  engaged  in  machinations  (maquire). 
against  the  integrity  of  the  Mexican  territory,  the  Executive 
of  the  Union  is  entirely  ignorant  of  it.  The  undersigned  can. 
assure  the  Secretary  of  State  that  such  a  declaration  would 
be  highly  important  and  satisfactory  for  his  government,,  and 
that  it  would  contribute  effectively  to  preserve  unalterable 
the  relations  of  friendship  which  actually  exist  between  the 
two  countries.  In  fine,  the  protest  which  the  undersigned 
has  made  has  been  conditional ;  that  is  to  say,  it  applies  to 
the  case  in  which  the  government  of  the  United  States 
should,  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  the  Mexican  govern^ 
ment,  unfortunately  cany  into  execution  the  act  against  which 
&e  protest  is  directed. 

The  second  misunderstanding  consists  in  the  supposition 
that  the  undersigned  has  meant  to  point  out  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  or  his  government  in  what  manner  they  (it)  should 
82 


488  APKM1M9L 

Adfi!  dieir  (its)  duties,  and  take  care  of  llieir  (its)  vepoli&i. 
T%e.  nndenigned  has  taken  upon  hinisdf  no  muk  tttt 
Wbat  lie  has  set  foiA  in  his  note  is  &e  hope  nhich  aniiki 
lum, '  **  that  the  circninstances  which  hare  occanoned  itijk 
note)  would  disappear,  and  that  the  government  d  te 
honorable  Secretarj  of  State  would  employ  aft  the  jtofa 
times  sdl  the  means  in  its  power  to  frostr^e  the  ptojecttf 
the  annexation — ^divs  saving  its  own  good  name,  ami  ^ 
playing  prominency  the  principles  which  ought  to  disnctais 
a  government  fi^ee,  enlightened,  and  just  in  Its  pofitieal  tfus* 
actions.'*  Nothing  more  is  here  ma^nifested  than  a  den^ 
a  hope,  (or  expectation.)  Whence  could  Ae  honontt 
Secretaiy  of  State,  then,  have  drawn  the  inference  that  Ik 
undersigned  meant  to  admonish  his  government  as  to  Ae 
course  which  it  should  pursue  ?  (el  mancjo  que  debe  obscrnr.] 
Does  not  the  Secretaiy  of  Stale  see  diat  the  nndenrigned  te 
done  no  more  than  second  the  desires  of  the  American  f^tf^ 
who  wish  their  country  to  be  conducted  in  the  path  <tf  booOi 
justice,  and  reason  i 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  does  not  know  to  whit  to 
attribute  the  not  veiy  decorous  language  {knguage  p&co  ** 
f6$o)  which  the  honorable  Secretaiy  of  State  has  employed  a 
saying  that  the  observation  (advertencias-— warnings)  rf  ^ 
undersigned  were  unnecessary  in  the  communicatiMis  ^i^MA 
he  may  in  future  address  to  the  Department  of  State,  and  fl 
declaring  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  under 
no  necessity  to  learn  from  that  of  Mexico  what  is  doc  to  rfe 
own  honor  or  to  the  rights  of  other  nations. 

The  undersigned  has  also  observed,  with  regret,  thattte 
honorable  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  conclusion  of  his  abo^ 
mentioned  note,  declares  that  his  Government  has  notf  ^ 
time  past,  done  any  thing  inconsistent  with  the  just  rights  of 
Mexico.  The  undersigned  is  grieved  to  be  obliged  to  fti* 
far  otherwise ;  and,  although  he  might  on  this  occasion  de- 
monstrate the  injuries  which  his  country  has  received  fioi''^ 
the  United  States,  he  will  dispense  with  doing  so,  beca^'^ 


I  his  intention  is  not  to  reyive  old  circumstances  of  diflerence, 

I  nor  to  irritate  feelings,  but  to  reconcile  and  tranquillize  them 

I  as  much  as  possible. 

I  In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  considers  it  his  duty  (secrie 

I  enel  caso)  to  repeat  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  order  that 

he  may  be  pleased  to  eommimicate  it  to  his  Excellency  the 
I  Prendent,  that  neither  he  nor  his  Government  have  intended, 

I  and  that  it  duwld  not  have  been  si^posed  that  diey  would 

I  have  intended,  to  cast  imputadon  (n^gramr)  upon  the  legisla- 

I  live  body,  and  much  less  to  admonish  the  EareonliT^  as  to  its 

I  duties.    His  desires  have  tended  solely  to  the  maintenanoe 

I  of  the  peace  and  harmony  which  ought  to  subsist  between 

^  two  neighboring  and  friendly  nations }  and  though  the  un- 

j  ilersigned  has  declared,  by  ezpvess  order  of  his  GoTeammeat, 

^  that  war  will  be  the  inevitaUe  consequaiee  of  the  aanexatioa 

of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  he  certainly  has  not  done  so 
with  the  object  of  intimidating  the  Govenuaent  of  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  State*  but  with  the  view  of  diowing  how 
far  Mexico  would  cany  her  lesiMance  to  an  annexstioA  of 
that  nature.  And,  in  truth,  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State 
should  not  regard  this  as  any  ofther  tiian  a  veiy  natural  feel- 
ing ;  as  it  is  .most  dear,  that  if  Mexieo  or  any  other  Power 
should  attempt  to  appropriate  to  herself  a  portion  of  the  teni* 
tory  of  the  United  States,  the  latter  would  not  consent  to  it 
without  first  appealing  to  arms,  whatsoever  mi^  be  ike  re* 
suit  to  which  the  fortune  of  war  might  subject  them. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  the  Secietaij 
<)f  State  the  assiurances  of  his  very  high  and  distinguished 
oonsidersttion* 

J.  N.  ALMONTE. 

Hon.  A.  P.  UpsHum. 


Me.  Upshux  to  Gkneral  Axmoittb. 

VvAmxMMmr  of  Qtmse, 
frdOmg^MH  Heeeaifcr  1, 1813. 

Thc  undefsigned)  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Stste^ 
has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  of  tk 
11th  of  Norember,  addressed  to  him  by  General  Almonte, 
minister  plenipotentiary  and  enroy  extraordinary  of  the  Men- 
can  Republic,  in  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  undersigned  of  tkc 
8th  day  of  the  same  month.    The  minister  of  Mexico  infonni 
&e  undersigned  that  he  has  seen  with  regret  that  the  m^ 
signed  has  fallen  into  two  grave  mistakes,  in  regard  to  Ae 
meaning  of  the  Mexican  minister's  letter  of  the  3d  of  ^0' 
▼ember,  which  mistakes,  he  presumes,  are  the  consequeoct 
of  some  error  committed  in  the  translation  of  that  letter, 
made  in  this  department.    A  suggestion  of  this  sort,  conuii; 
from  the  minister  of  a  nation  whose  language  is  different  firoa 
that  of  the  United  States,  could  not  fail  to  put  the  underngDe<( 
upon  careful  inquiry  as  to  the  correctness  of  it.     Tlie  ande^ 
dgned  regrets  that  diis  has  afibrded  him  no  reason  to  sappo^ 
Aatthe  language  of  the  Mexican  minister's  letter  admits  oi 
any  more  correct  translation  into  English  than  that  which  n 
has  received.    If  the  true  meaning  of  that  letter  has  not  bees 
given,  it  may  be  owing  to  the  difficulty  which  already  exists 
in  giving  in  one  language  all  the  minute  shades  of  meami^ 
which  may  be  found  in  the  idiomatic  expressions  of  another. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  the  undersigned  does  not  hesitate  to  tab 
the  Mexican  minister's  interpretation  of  his  own  language^ 
as  given  in  his  letter  to  which  this  is  a  reply ;  but  he  i^  ^ 
the  same  time,  compelled  to  declare  that  he  does  not  see, 
even  in  this  interpretation,  in  what  respect  he  has  msandet^ 
stood  the  Mexican  minister. 

The  first  mistake  into  which  the  Mexican  minister  asserts 
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that  Ibe  underrigned  has  fiJIen,  is  in  supposing  that  the  Go* 
▼eminent  of  Mexico  *^  imputes  to  one  of  the  supreme  poweis 
of  the  American  Union  unwoilhy  views  or  designs  with  regard 
to   the  territoiy  of  Texas ;"  and  the  Mexican  minister  now 
expressly  declares  that  **  the  Mexican  Croyexnment  has  cast 
no  such  imputatioiih— quite  the  contiarj ;  it  has  manifested  its 
reliance  on  the  circumspection  and  good  judgment  of  the 
American  Congress."    If  this  be  so,  the  undersigned  is  quite 
at  a  loss  to  know  why  the  Mexican  minister  should  have  jcon- 
ridered  it  necessary  to  denounce  war,  as  the  consequence  of 
the  anticipated  action  of  the  American  Congress.    If,  as  he 
now  declares,  (and  as  of  course  he  must  be  understood,)  he 
meant  only  to  say  that  the  subject  of  the  annexation  of  Texas 
to  this  Union  would  be  proposed  and  in  some  manner  agita- 
ted or  discussed  in  the  American  Congress,  and  if,  as  he  alab 
declares,  he  meant  to  express  the  **  reliance  of  his  Gorem* 
ment  on  &e  circumspection  and  good  judgment  of  Congress'* 
to  defeat  any  **  unworthy  Tiews  or  designs  with  regard  to  the 
territoiy  of  Texas,"  it  would  seem  that  his  interposition 
could  not  hare  been  necessary,  even  in  his  own  view  of  the 
f  ease*    He  adier  did  or  did  not  anticipate  a  movement  on  die 

^  part  of  Congress  more  serious  than  a  rimple  discussion  of  the 

(  measure  in  question.    If  he  did,  then  the  undersigned  has  not 

i  misunderstood  him ;  if  he  did  not,  then  the  denunciation  of 

ii  war  was  wholly  gratuitous  and  unnecessary,  because  it  was 

i<  made  on  a  contingency  whidi  he  himself  did  not  mean  to  say 

i  was  even  probable. 

If'  Whether  the  Mexican  minister  did  or  did  not,  in  his  letter 

i  of  the  3d  of  November  mean  to  impute  to   this  Government, 

^  or  some  part  of  it,  the  design  to  annex  Texas  to  the  Union, 

i'«  die  underrigned  cannot  understand  him  as  meaning  any  thing 

if  else  in  his  explanatory  letter  of  the  11th.    He  avows  his  su9» 

)ti  picion  of  such  a  design  in  his  attempt  to  show  that  he  was 

IK  justified  in  entertaining  that  suspicion ;  and  he  does  this  in 

'0  the  very  passage  of  his  letter  in  which  he  endeavors  to  prove 

fliat  the  undersigned  erred  in  attributing  such  a  suspicion  to 
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Iiim.  Vfhj  else  does  he  refer  to  Ike  etpositiaB  msde  by  Ife 
Adams  aoid  other  members  of  Congress  on  the  8d  of  Mudi 
last^  to  Ae  articles  in  public  newspapers,  and  pardctdaiiy  to 
those  whidi  appeared  in  that  which  he  styles  the  jonniil  iif 
the  Oovemment  ?  He  declares  diat  these  prooft  are  ahogeAo 
soiScient  for  him,  and  that  he  has  no  need  to  refer  to  odMV 
citcinnstances  which,  in  his  opinion,  audborize  the  same  €0» 
elnrion. 

This  eonehision  is  fortified,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Meikfl 
minister,  by  the  presnmption,  ^ich  he  tfamks  the  anm- 
stances  of  the  caser  jitsdfy,  that  the  artieks  of  "MA  ke 
eomplalns  as  obnoxious,  and  lArich  appeared  in  the  '^  joonil 
of  the  goTemment/'  were  published  with  the  knowledge  d 
the  undenigned.  The  Mexican  minister  bmlj  not  be  a«s( 
tkat  in  the  United  States  there  is  us  jowiud  of  the  gaveo* 
nent  If  he  had  known  this,  he  would  not  probably  ks** 
fboQg^t  it  necessary  to  allude  to  the  presumed  sgencf  tf 
eonnivance  of  the  American  Secretary  of  State  ia  Aoie 
publications. 

The  unders^ned  adverts  to  this  part  of  the  MeiiciD 
minister's  letter  only  to  diow  that  he  has  not  misuiiderstD0d 
tile  Mexican  minister  in  this  particular.  He  does  not  con* 
plain  that  the  goyemment  of  Mexico  suq>ects  that  tb 
government  entertains  a  design  to  annex  Texas  to  Ac 
Union ;  but  he  thinks  that  it  was  doe  to  tfab  govomD^ 
diat  inquiry  should  be  made  through  the  proper  chaini^ 
and  in  a  friendly  and  respectful  spirit,  wheOler  this  go^^*** 
ment  really  entertained  such  designs  or  not.  Without  soch 
previous  inquiry,  the  denunciation  of  war,  as  the  cm^^^ 
of  an  attempt  to  carry  them  into  execution,  could  not  bat  ^ 
regarded  as  an  unnecessary  threat.  These  designs  were 
diaracterized  by  the  Mexican  minister  in  terms  of  obloqo/ 
as  strong  as  the  language  of  his  country  afforded.  ^  ^ 
opinion  of  his  government  at  least,  they  were  highly  «"^ 
creditable  to  the  United  States ;  and  yet,  professing  to  te 
satisfied  with  the  proofs  already  before  him,  and  with^ 
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asking  for  any  explanationi  the  Mexican  minister^  upon  t 
mere  siU!pieion»  tbreaten^d  war»  in  fbe  name  of  his  country^ 
as  th^  o^ly  adequate  mode  of  resenting  so  great  an  outrage 
upon  her  rights.  This  is  an  unusual  course  of  proceedingi 
and  one  to  which  the  just  self-respect  of  this  gOTernment 
caa  by  no  means  submit,  Whether  the  suspicions  of  JAwr 
oa  were  "^ell  founded  or  not^  it  was  due  to  this  government 
that  she  should  not  take  it  for  granted  that  the  United  States 
loeditated  an  encroachment  upon  her  rights^  real  or  supposed, 
great  enough  to  justify  so  extreme  a  measure  of  retaliation  as 
a  declaration  of  war« 

The  luidendgiiied  regrets  that  he  is  equally  unable  to 
pecceive,  fitom  the  Mexican  minister's  explanations^  that  he 
kas  beep  misunderstood  in  the  second  particular  specified  by 
ham.  In  his  letter  of  the  3d  November,  he  expresses  the 
biope,  whidi  animates  himi ''  that  the  circumstances  which 
have  occsMoned  it  (the  letter)  would  disappear,  and  that  the 
government  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  would  enn 
ployil  at  the  proper  times,  aO  the  means  in  its  power  to 
frustrate  the  project  of  the  annexation — thus  saving  its  own 
good  name,  and  displf^g  prominently  the  principles  which 
ou^t  to  characterize  a  government  free,  enlightened,  and 
just,  in  its  political  transactions."  Quoting  these  Wi>rd8,  he 
now  informs  the  undersigned  that  ^  nothing  more  is  here 
manifested  than  a  desire,  a  hope,  (or  expect^ion ;")  and  he 
further  says  that,  in  expressing  this  hope>  be  has  done  no 
more  than  ^  second  the  desires  of  the  American  people,  who 
wish  their  country  to  be  conducted  in  the  path  of  honor, 
justice,  and  reason."  Does  not  the  Mexican  minister  know 
that  the  mere  expression  of  a  hope  may  be  very  oflensive  I 
Does  be  not  perceive,  that  when  Mexico  expresses  the  hope 
that  the  United  States  will  act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  save 
their  good  name,  in  a  given  case,  a  doubt  is  implied  whether 
they  will  do  so  or  not  ?  And  when  he  tells  the  undersigned 
that  the  course  which  he  points  out  is  necessary  to  ^*  save 
the  good  name"  of  the  United  States,  how  can  he  be  othepv 
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wise  ludentood  lliaa  as  pointing  oat  to  die  Secretaiy  of 
SUte,  or  his  goFemment,  in  what  manner  ihey  aboold  USL 
dieir  duties  and  take  care  of  Aeir  lepotadon  ?  It  is  uA 
perceived  that  he  improves  his  position,  when  he  tdk  tk 
nndersigned  that  in  all  this  he  (the  Mexican  nuniater)  doei 
tyithing  more  than  '*  second  the  denres  of  die  Amman 
people,  who  wish  their  country  to  be  condncted  in  the  pat 
of  honor,  justice,  and  reason."  Surely  he  must  hare  faion 
that  the  American  people  are  themselTes  die  conductms  rf 

» 

dieir  country,  and  that  their  government  is  but  the  expnxm 
of  their  wilL 

In  replying  thus  fiir  to  die  Mexican  miniater's  note  of  Ae 
11th  ukimo,  the  undersigned  has  had  no  other  object  thsato 
vindicate  his  construction  of  the  Mexican  minister^  letter  of 
the  3d,  and  at  the  same  time  to  intimate  his  ^pectation  liat 
he  will  not  be  addressed  in  language  susceptible  of  a  cob' 
struction  discourteous  towards  his  countiy  (mt  govenuneat 
So  fiur  as  the  Mexican  minister  has  disclaimed  die  coBStmo* 
tion  which  the  undersigned  felt  himself  compelled  to  jnbo0 
upon  the  last-mentioned  note,  the  undersigned  receives  tiie 
disclaimer.  He  does  not  desire  to  subject  the  langusg^  of 
the  Mexican  minister  to  captious  criticism ;  and  he  wonia 
&in  indulge  die  hope  that  in  the  future  coriespon^^'^ 
between  himself  and  the  Mexican  Minister  there  may  be  do 
room  for  misconstruction  or  complaint  on  eidier  side. 

The  Mexican  minister  informs  the  undersigned  that  w 
would  be  pleased  to  receive  from  him  a  formal  disavowal  d 
;any  purpose,  on  the  part  of  the  American  government,  to 
;annex  Texas  to  the  Union.  The  Mexican  minister  must  be 
aware  diat  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  undersigned  to  gi^ 
any  such  disavowal,  so  far  as  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  is  concerned ;  and  he  cannot  fidl  to  perceive  that  cojh 
sidering  the  attitude  which  Mexico  has  chosen  to  assiune, 
such. a  disavowal  on  the  part  of  the  President  cannot  be 
reasonably  expected,  whatever  his  views  and  intentions  maj 
be.    It  is  due,  however,  to  the  frankness,  which  it  is 
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desire  of  the  United  States  to  display  in  all  their  dealings 
"with  other  countries,  that  the  undersigned  should  make  to 
the  Mencan  minister  the  foUoiving  explicit  declaration : 

Near  eight  years  have  elapsed  since  Texas  declared  her 
independence.  During  all  that  time  Mexico  has  asserted  her 
right  of  jurisdiction  and  dominion  over  that  country,  and  has 
endeavored  to  enforce  it  by  arms.  Texas  has  successfully 
resisted  all  such  attempts,  and  has  thus  afforded  ample  proof 
of  her  ability  to  maintain  her  independence.  This  proof 
has  been  so  satisfactory  to  many  of  the  most  considerable 
nations  of  the  world,  that  they  have  formally  acknowledged 
&e  independence  of  Texas,  and  established  diplomatic  rela- 
tions with  her.  Among  these  nations  the  United  States  are 
included;  and  indeed  they  set  the  example  which  other 
nations  have  foUowed.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
United  States  regard  Texas  as  in  all  respects  an  independent 
nation,  fiiUy  competent  to  manage  its  own  affairs^  and  possess* 
ing  all  the  rights  of  other  independent  nations.  The  go- 
Temment  of  the  United  States,  therefore,  will  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  consult  any  odier  nation  in  its  transactions  with 
the  government  of  Texas.  The  Mexican  minister  expresses 
his  regret  at  the  declaration  of  the  undersigned,  that  ^'his 
government  has  not  in  time  past  done  any  thing  inconsistent 
with  the  just  rights  of  Mexico ;"  and  he  declares  at  the  same 
time  that  he  thinks  far  otherwise,  and  that  he  could,  if  his 
intentions  were  not  rather  to  soothe  than  to  irritate,  de- 
monstrate the  injuries  which  his  country  has  received  from  the 
United  States.  The  undersigned  assures  the  Mexican  minis- 
ter, that,  while  he  is  wholly  unconscious  of  any  reason  which 
Mexico  has  for  complaint  against  his  government,  he  will 
receive  with  pleasure  any  representation  which  the  Mexican 
minister  may  think  that  he  has  cause  to  make ;  and,  far  from 
considering  it  matter  for  irritation  or  excitement,  he  will  be 
prepared  to  examine  it  impartially,  and  to  discuss  it  respect- 
fully and  calmly.  And  he  further  assures  the  Mexican  minis- 
ter that  it  is  and  ever  has  been  the  earnest  desire  of  this 


goTemmeat  to  do  full  jiutioe  to  Mtzioa  in  ewtry  roipMl 

irtiaterer;  of  which  it  will  gire  prooi^  as  it  has  alreft^ 

giTen  proof)  wheneyer  the  Mexican  miniater  aaajr  chooae  to 

make  known  the  grieyancea  of  which  hia  goTemmeat  com- 

plains. 

The  undersigned  ETails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  oSkf 

the  Mexicnn  minister  renewed  assurancea  of  his  veiy  di»» 

tingoished  consideration. 

A,  P.  UPSHUR. 

Brigadier  Qeneral  Don  J.  N.  AufONTBy  te. 
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XI. 

Mb.  Packbhham  to  Me.  UnniTn. 

WmlUngfmt^  Ft^rum^  SG,  1844. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  yonr  request  to  that  eflectt  I 
have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  dis* 
patch  from  Her  Majesty's  Prmcipal  Secretary  of  State  f<^ 
Foreign  Affairs,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  read  to  you  on 
Saturday  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  hig^  consideration,  your 

obedient  servant,  R.  PACKENHAM. 

Hon.  A.  P.  UpsBum,  ac. 


FoKBMS  OrricB,  Deeemhtr  S6, 1843. 

Sm:  As  much  agitation  appears  to  have  prevailed  of  late 
in  the  United  States  relative  to  die  designs  which  Great  Britain 
issupposed  to  entertain  with  regard  to  the  Republic  of  Texns^ 
Her  Majesty's  Government  deem  it  expedient  to  take  meap 
sures  for  stopping  at  once  the  misrepresentations  which  have 
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bttti  dveabtedi  and  the  errMv  kto  which  die  (^otcmnefttof 
tfie  Uuled  Ststes  aeeiM  to  have  fiJlea  on  Ihe  fubjeetof  the 
poliej  of  Great  Biitain  iritk  respect  to  Texaa.  That  policj 
ia  dear  and  aioqple,  and  may  be  stated  in  a  few  words. 

Great  Britain  has  recognized  the  udependenoe  of  Tezas^ 
andt  having  done  so^  she  ia  desironaofseenig  that  independ- 
ence ftially  and  Cormany  established,  and  genciallyree<^puaed 
e^>ecialty  by  Mexico*  But  Mb  desne  does  not  arise  Aom 
any  motire  of  ambition  er  of  sctf-interest,  beyond  that  interest 
at  least,  which  attadies  to  Ihe  general  extension  of  oar  com- 
mercial dealings  with  other  conntnes* 

We  are  canrinoed  that&e  recognition  of  Texas  by  Mexicb 
must  conduce  to  the  1>ene&  of  both  these  oonnlries^  and,  as 
we  take  an  interest  in  the  weft  being  of  both,  and  in  dieir 
steady  adrance  in  power  and  wealth,  we  have  put  ouadTce 
fiBTward  in  pressbg  the  Croremment  of  Mexico  to  acknow* 
ledge  Texas  as  indq^endesKt  Bnt  kt  thua  acting  we  have  no 
occult  deaign,  either  with  reference  to  any  pectdiar  influence 
which  we  mig^  seek  to  establish  in  Mexico  or  in  Texas,  of 
even  with  reference  to  the  shveiy  which  now  exists,  and 
niiich  we  desire  to  see  abolished  in  Texas. 

With  regard  to  the  latter  point,  it  must  be  and  is  weD 
known,  both  to  the  United  States  and  to  the  whole  world, 
ttiat  Great  Britain  desires,  and  is  constantly  exerting  herself 
to  procure,  the  general  aboliti<m  of  slavery  throuj^out  the 
world.  But  ^  means  which  she  has  adopted,  and  will  con* 
tinue  to  adopt,  for  this  humane  and  virtuous  purpose,  are 
open  and  undisguised.  She  will  do  nothing  secretly  or 
unded»nd«  She  desires  that  her  motives  may  be  generally 
understood,  and  her  acts  seen  by  alL 

With  regard  to  Texas,  we  avow  that  we  wish  to  see 
slaveiy  abolished  there,  as  elsewhere ;  and  we  should  rejoice 
if  the  recognition  of  that  country  by  the  Mexican  Government 
ahould  be  accompanied  by  ai^  engagement  on  the  part  of 
Texas  to  abolish  slavery  eventually,  and  under  proper  condi- 
tions,  throughout  the  Republic.    But  akhou^  we  earnestly  de- 


aire  and  fed  it  to  be  our  datjto  promote  such  a  copsnmaigriffli, 
we  shaU  not  interfere  nnduly,  or  with  an  improper  assiunptki 
of  authority  with  either  party,  in  order  to  insure  the  adoptioi 
of  such  a  course.  We  diall  counsel,  but  we  ahall  n<A  seek 
to  compel,  or  unduly  control,  either  partjr.  So  fitr  as  Greit 
Britain  is  concerned,  provided  other  States  act  with  equal 
forbearance,  those  Govenunents  will  be  fullj  at  liber^  to 
make  their  own  unfettered  arrangements  with  each  other,  boA 
in  regard  to  the  abolition  of  slaTeiy  and  to  all  other  pointL 

Great  Britain,  moreover  does  not  desire  to  estahliaii  a 
Texas,  whether  partially  dependent  on  Mexico,  or  entirdf 
independent,  (whidi  latter  alternative  we  consider  in  erezj 
respect  preferable,)  any  dominant  influence.  She  only  defliiet 
to  share  her  influence  equally  with  all  other  nations.  Ber 
objects  are  purely  commercial :  and  die  has  no  though  or 
intention  of  seeking  to  act  directly  or  iadirectly,  in  a  poIitiGil 
sense,  on  flie  United  States  through  Texas. 

The  Britidi  Government,  as  the  United  States  well  knoWi 
have  never  sought  in  any  way  to  stir  up  disaffection  or  excite- 
ment of  any  kind  in  the  slave-holding  States  of  the  Amencan 
Union.    Much  as  we  diould  wish  to  see  those  States  placed 
on  the  firm  and  solid  footing  which  weconiscientioosly  believe 
is  to  be  obtained  by  general  freedom  alone,  we  have  never  is 
our  treatment  of  them  made  any  diflerence  between  the  slave- 
holding  and  the  free  States  of  die  Union.    All  are,  in  oar 
eyes,  entitled,  as  component  members  of  the  Union,  to  equal 
political  respect,  favoV,  and  forbearance,  on  our  part     To  tlut 
wise  and  just  policy  we  shall  continue  to  adhere ;  and  the 
Goremments  of  the  slave-holding  States  may  be  assured  that, 
although  we  shall  not  desist  from  those  open  and  honest  e& 
forts  which  we  have  constantly  made  for  procuring  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  throughout  the  world,  we  ahall  neither  openlj 
nor  secretly  resort  to  any  measures  which  can  tend  to  disturb 
fheir  internal  tranquillity,  or.  thereby  to  aflfect  die  prosperity 
of  the  American  Union. 

You  vrill  communicate  this  diipatch  to  the  United  Stated 


Secretaiy  of  Statei  and^  if  he  should  detiio  it,  you  will  leave 

a  copy  of  it  with  hinu 

I  ai&t  mbc. 

ABERDEEN. 

Right  Hon.  Ricbasd  Packsnham,  ac. 


<^»«»»»<p>»N^*»Oll'<»<»l»<»»»»<»^^^^^IW>»»«»^^ 
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In  SemU  cf  Ae  Umkd  SM9,  .^rt/ 99, 1844. 

Baad  Iha  fim  ud  seaMd  tiaw^  veAned  t»  Ihe  OommiiiDe  on  Fneign  llntaiinMp,  and 
oidend  to  bo  printod  in  eonidmioe  tot  the  me  of  the  Senate. 

Mxi840B  TBOX  THB  PSBfllDBNT  OJT  THE   UHXI'SO  StATBS* 

2b <Ae  Afiolci/ <Ae  UmiidBlmU»* 

I  TEAxaoT  herewith  for  your  approvel  and  ratificatioii,  a 
treaty,  which  I  have  caused  to  be  negotiated  between  the 
United  States  and  Texas,  whereby  the  latter,  on  the  con- 
ditions therein  set  forth,  has  transferred  and  conreyed  all  its 
rij^t  of  a  separate  and  independent 'sovereignty  and  jurisdic- 
tion to  the  United  States.  In  taking  so  important  a  step,  I 
have  been  influenced  by  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  the 
most  controlling  considerations  of  public  policy  and  the 
general  good;  and  in  having  accomplished  it,  should  it 
meet  with  your  approval,  the  government  will  have  succeeded 
in  reclaiming  a  tenritoiy  which  formerly  constituted  a  portion 
as  it  is  confidently  believed,  of  its  domain,  under  the  treaty 
of  cession  of  1803,  by  France,  to  the  United  States. 

The  country  thus  proposed  to  be  annexed  has  been 
lettled  prindpally  by  persons  from  the  United  States,  who 
emigrated  on  the  invitation  of  both  Spain  and  Mexico,  and 
who  carried  with  them  into  the  wilderness  which  they  have 
partially  reclaimed  the  laws,  customs,  and  political  and  do- 
mestic institutions  of  their  native  land.  They  are  deeply 
indoctrinated  in  all  the  principles  of  civil  liberty,  and  will 
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bring  doBg  urith  ttan,  in  die  ad^tf  reiaodatioa,  deratiott 
to  our  Union,  and  a  finn  and  inflexible  iMolvCkm  to  assvt  ui 
maintaining  the  public  Ubeity  unimpaired — a  connderadon 
which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  is  to  be  regarded  as  of  no  small 
moment.  The  country  itself,  thus  obtained,  is  of  incalculable 
value  in  an  agricultural  and  commercial  point  of  view.  To 
a  soil  of  inexhaustable  fertility^  it  unites  a  genial  and  healthy 
climate,  and  is  destined,  at  a  day  not  distant,  to  make  large 
contributions  to  the  commerce  of  the  world.  Its  territory  is 
separated  from  the  United  States,  in  part,  by  an  imaginary 
line,  and  by  the  river  Sabine  for  a  distance  of  three  hundred 
and  ten  miles ;  and  its  productioM  are  the  same  with  those 
of  Bumy  of  the  contiguoas  states  of  the  Union.  Such  is  die 
country,  such  are  its  inhabitants,  and  such  its  capacities  to 
add  to  die  general  wealdi  of  die  Union.  As  to  the  latter,  it 
may  be  safely  asserted,  that  in  the  magnitude  of  its  prodwv 
tions  it  will  equal,  in  a  short  time,  under  the  protediiig  care 
of  this  government,  if  it  does  not  surpass,  tke  combined 
production  of  many  of  the  States  of  die  Confederacy.  A 
new  and  powerful  impulse  will  thus  be  given  to  the  naviga- 
ting interests  of  the  countiy,  which  will  be  chiefly  engrossed 
by  our  fellow^cidsens  of  the  Eastern  and  Middle  .States,  who 
have  already  attained  a  remazkable  degree  of  prosperity  by 
the  partial  monopoly  they  have  enjoyed  of  the  carrying  trade 
of  the  Union,  particularly  the  coastwise  trade,  yAidtk  this 
new  acquisition  is  destined  in  time,  and  that  not  distant,  to 
awell  to  a  magnitude  which  cannot  easily  be  computed; 
while  the  addition  made  to  the  boundaries  of  the  home 
market,  thus  secured  to  their  oumng,  mannfaetunng,  and 
mechanical  skill  and  industiy,  will  be  of  a  character  the  most 
commanding  and  important.  Suek  are  some  of  the  many 
advantages  which  wiU  accrue  to  the  Eastern  and  Middle 
States  by  the  ratification  of  the  treaty — advantages,  the  ex* 
tent  of  which  it  ia  impossible  to  estimate  with  accuiacy  or 
properly  to  appreciate.  Texas  being  adapted  to  the  culton 
of  cotton,  sugar,  and  rice,  and  devoting  moat  of  her  eneigics 
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to  the  ndsmg  of  thece  prodiicti«U|  wB.  open  tn  extensive 
wmrket  to  4lie  Western  States,  m  tiie  impeittnt  articles  of 
Vee{^  poik,  hoxses,  mulesi  Abc.,  as  well  as  in  breadstuffs.    At 
thie  same  tnaei  tlie  Soudiern  and  Sootk- western  States  wiU 
findy  u  the  fact  of  annezationy  protection  and  security  to 
their  peace  and  tranquiUi^,  as  well  against  all  domestic  as 
fofreign  efforts  to  disturb  them ;  thus  consecrating  anew  the 
vnion  of  tlie  States,  and  holding  out  the  promise  of  its  per- 
petual duration.    Thus,  at  the  same  time  that  the  tide  of 
public  pi^osperity  is  greatlj  swollen,  an  appeal,  of  what 
nppears  to  the  Ezecutive  to  be  an  imposing,  if  not  a  rerist- 
less  charader,  is  made  to  the  interests  of  every  portion  of 
tke  country.     Agriculture,  which  would  have  a  new  and 
eMensiye  maiket  opened  for  its  produce ;  commerce,  whose 
ships  would  be  fireij^ted  widi  tfie  rich  productions  of  an 
•xtensiire  and  fertile  region;   and  the  mechanical  arts,  in 
all  their  Tarious  ramifications,  would  seem  to  unite  in  one 
nnirersal  demand  for  the  ratification  of  tiie  treaty.     But 
important  as  these  considerations  may  appear,  they  are  to 
be  regarded  as  but  secondary  to  others.     Texas,  for  reasons 
deemed  sufficient  by  herself^  threw  off  her  dependence  on 
Iffesico  as  far  bade  as  1836,  and  consummated  her  indepen* 
dence  by  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  in  the  same  year ;  since 
which  period,  Mexico  has  attempted  no  serious  invasion  of 
her  teiritc^ ;  but  the  contest  has  assumed  features  of  a  mere 
bolder  war,  characterized  by  acts  revolting  to  humanity.    In 
(be  year  1836,  Texas  adopted  her  Constitution,  under  which 
she  has  existed  as  a  sovereign  Power  ever  since,  having  been 
recognized  as  such  by  many  of  the  principal  pow^s  of  the 
worid ;  and  contemporaneously  with  its  adoption,  by  a  solemn 
vote  of  her  pec^k,  embracing  all  her  population  but  ninety- 
&ree  persons,  declared  her  anxious  desire  to  be  admitted 
ioto  association  with  the  United  States,  as  a  portion  of  their 
territory.    This  vote,  thus  solemnly  taken,  has  never  been 
reversed ;  and  now,  by  the  action  of  her  constitated  authori- 
ties, siBtained  as  it  is  bypepuhr  sentiment,  ahe  re-affirms  bar 
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denre  for  annexadoiL  Tkis  eonne  has  been  adopted  }tj 
her,  without  tlie  employment  of  any  ^ni^i*r  measmes  on  &e 
part  of  this  government.  No  intrigue  has  been  aet  on  foot  { 
to  accomplish  it  Texas  herself  wills  it,  and  the  Exeentife  I 
of  the  United  States,  concurring  with  her,  has  seen  no  siiiE- 
cient  reason  to  aroid  the  consunmiation  of  an  act  esteemed 
to  be  so  desirable  by  both. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  Texas  is  greatly  depressed  in  kr 
energies  by  her  kmg-protracted  war  with    Mexico.    Uada 
these  circumstancesi  it  is  but  natural  that  she  should  seek  ibr 
safety  and  repose  under  the  protection   of  some  stroapr 
Power ;  and  it  is  equally  so  that  her  people  should  tan  to 
the  United  Sutes,  the  land  of  their  birth,  in  the  first  instance, 
in  pursuit  of  such  protection.    She  has  often  befiire  made 
known  her  wishes ;  but  her  advances  hare,,  to  fbia  time,  bees 
repelled.    The  Executive  of  the  United  States  sees  no  hops 
any  cause  for  pursuing  such  a  course.    The  hasard  of  aov 
defeating  her  wishes  may  be  of  the  most  fatal   tendency.    & 
might  lead,  and  most  probably  would,  to  such  an  eatifv 
alienation  of  sentiment  and  feeling,,  as  would  inevitably  ia* 
duce  her  to  look  elsewhere  for  aid^  and  fi»ce  her  either  t9 
enter  into  dangerous  alliances  with  other  nations,  who,  look- 
ing with  more  wisdom  to  their  own  interests,  would,  it  s 
fairly  to  be  presumed,  readily  adopt  aud&  expedients ;  or  At 
would  hold  out  the  proffer  of  discriminating  duties  in  (n^ 
and  commerce,  in  order  to  secure  the  necessary  assistance. 
'Whatever  step  she  mi^t  adopt,  looking  to  this  object,  would 
prove  disastrous,  in  the  highest  degree,  to  the  interests  of  the 
whole  Union.  To  say  nothing  of  the  impolicy  of  our  permittiog 
the  carrying  trade  and  home  market  of  such  acountiy  to  y^ 
out  of  our  hands  into  those  of  a  commercial  rival,  the  Govern- 
ment, i&  the  first  place,  would  be  certain  to  suffer  most  disas- 
trously in  its  revenue  by  the  introduction  of  a  system  of 
smuggling,  upon  an  extensive  scale,  which  an  army  of  cu^ 
tom-house  officers  could  not  prevent,  and  which  would  ope- 
rate to  affect  injuriously  the  interests  of  all  the  indnitn'' 
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daases  oC  thia  eowitfy.    Hence  ^ould  mriae  constant  coQisions 

between  the  iohabitanto  of  the  two  countries)  which  would 

cnrermore  enduiger  their  peace.   A  large  increase  of  the  mili<- 

taiy  force  of  the  United  States  would  inevitably  foUow-^thus 

devolving  «n  the  people  new  and  extraordinary  burdens,  ia 

order  not  only  to  protect  them  from  the  danger  of  daily  colli-* 

sion  with  Texas  hcKself,  but  to  guard  their  border  inhaUtants 

I  agaiBSt  hostile  inroad^  so  easily  excited^  on  the  part  ot  the 

I  nunaeroua  and  warlike  tribes  of  Indians  dwdling  in  their 

\  neighboihood.    Texas  would  undoubtedly  be  unable^  for 

\         nuuEiy  years  to  cpme,  if  at  any  time,  to  resist,  unaided  and 

\         alone,  the  military  power  of  the  tJnited  States ;  but  is  not  ex- 

£  traTafpantto  suppdae  that  nations  reaping  a  rich  harvest  from 

t         key  trade,  secured  to  them  by  advantageous  treaties,  would 

I  be  induced  to  take  part  with  her  in  any  conffict  with  us,  from 

I  the  strongest  connderations  of  public  policy.    Such  a  state 

t  of  things  might  suliject  to  devastation  the  territory  of  conti* 

gnous  States,  and  would  cost  th^  country,  in  a  sbgle  campaign^ 

more  treasure,  thrice  told  over,  than  is  stipulated  to  be  paid 

and  reimbursed  by  the  treaty  now  proposed  for  mtification*. 

I  I  wiU  not  permit  myself  to  dwell  on  this  view  of  the  subject* 

Consequences  of  a  fiital  character  to  the  peibce  of  die  Union^ 

and  even  tdi  die  preservation  of  the  Union  itself  mi|^t  be 

dwek  upon.    They  will  not,  however,  fail  to  occur  to  the 

mind  of  the  Smate  and  of  the  eountry.    Nor  do  I  indulge  in 

any  vague  conjectures  of  the  fiiture.    The  doenmenta  now 

tranamitted  along  with  die  treaty  lead  to  the  eoncluRon^  aat 

inevitaUei  that  if  the  boon  now  tendered  be  rejected,  Tejtas 

will  seek  for  the  friendship  of  others.    In  eontempladng  such 

a  contingency,  it  cannot  be  overlooked  that  the  United  States 

are  already  almost  surrounded  by  the  possessionsof  European 

Powers.    The  Canadas,  New  Brunswick,  and  Nova  Scotia, 

die  island?  in  die  American  seas,  with  Texas,  trammeled  by 

treaties  of  allianee  or  of  a  commercial  character,  differing  in 

policy  from  thai  of  die  United  States,  would  complete  the 

cirde.    Texas  voluntarily  steps  forth,  upon  terms  of  perfect 
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ihonor  and  good  faith  to  all  nations,  to  aak  to  be  annexed  to 
^e  Union,    As  an  independent  sovereigntj,  her  ri^  to  do 
this  is  unquestionable.    In  doing  so,  die  gives  no  cause  of    j 
umbrage  to  any  other  Power ;  her  people  desire  it,  and  then 
is  no  davidi  transfer  of  her  sovereigntj  and  independence. 
She  has  for  eight  years  maintained  her  indep^idence  agsuoM 
«11  efforts  to  subdue  her.    She  has  been  recognized  as  bit 
pendent  by  many  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  ftmily  of 
nations,  and  that  recognition,  so  far  as  diey  are  coBcenked, 
places  her  in  a  position,  without  giving  any  just  cause  of  u* 
hnge  to  them,  to  Surrender  her  sovereignty  at  her  own  iA 
and  pleasure.    The  United  States,  actuated  evermore  byi 
spirit  of  justice,  has  desired,  by  the  stipulations  of  the  treatfi 
to  render  justice  to  all.    They  have  made  jMXivision  for  k 
payment  of  the  public  debt  of  Texas.    We  look  to  hcraopfc 
and  fertile  domain  as  the  certain  means  of  accompUshiBglU^) 
but  this  is  a  matter  between  the  United  States  and  Ten^ 
and  with  which  other  Governments  have  nothing  to  do.   Ov 
li^t  to  receive  the  rich  grant  tendered  by  Texas  is  perkd; 
and  this  Government  should  not,  having  due  respect  eidterto 
its  own  honor  or  its  own  interests,  permit  its  course  otfoucj 
to  be  interrupted  by  the  interference  of  other  powers,  eTcnif 
such  interference  was  threatened.    The  question  is  one  piii«! 
American.    In  the  acquisition,  while  we  abstain  most  cal^ 
fiiUy  from  all  that  could  interrupt  the  public  peace,  wedtm 
the  right  to  exercise  a  due  regard  to  our  own.     ThisGotcnh 
•ment  cannot,  consistently  with  its  honor,  permit  any  t^  ^ 
terference.     With  equal  if  not  greater  propriety  might  we 
United  States  demand  of  other  Govemnients  to  surrender 
their  numerous  and  valuable  acquintions,  made  in  past  120^ 
at  numberless  places  on  the  surface  of  the  globe,  whereby 
they  have  added  to  their  power  and  enlarged  their  reaoarceS' 
To  Mexico,  the  Executive  is  disposed  to  pursue  a  ooui>s 
conciliatory  in  its  character,  and  at  the  same  time  to  tendet 
her  the  most  ample  justice,  by  conventions  and  stipulatioo> 
not  inconsistent  with  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  Govern* 


APPBN0IZ.  515 

ment.     It  is  actuated  by  no  spirit  of  unjust  aggrandizementi 
but  looks  only  to  its  own  security.     It  has  made  known  to 
Mexico,  at  several  periods,  its  extreme  anxiety  to  witness  the 
termination  of  hostilities  between  diat  country  and  Texas. 
Its  i^eishesy  however,  have  been  entirely  disregarded.    It  has 
ever  been  ready  to  urge  an  adjustment  of  the  dispute  upon 
terms  mutually  advantageous  to  both.    It  will  be  ready  at  all 
times  to  hear  and  discuss  any  claims  Mexico  may  think  she 
has  on  the  justice  of  the  United  States,  and  to  adjust  any  that 
may  be  deemed  to  be  so  on  &e  most  liberal  terms.    There  is 
no  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  wound  her  pride, 
I  or   afiect  injuriously  her  interest ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it 

cannot  compromit  by  any  delay  in  its  action  the  essential  in* 
I  terests  of  the  United  States.    Mexico  has  no  right  to  ask  or 

;i  expect  this  of  ui^-^we  deal  rightfully  wi&  Texas  as  an  inde- 

i  pendent  Power.    The  war  whidi  has  been  waged  for  eight 

years  has  resulted  only  in  the  conviction,  with  all  others  than 
herself,  that  Texas  cannot  be  reconquered.  I  cannot  but 
repeat  the  opinion,  expressed  in  my  message  at  the  opening 
et  Congress,  that  it  is  time  it  had  ceased. 

The  Executive,  while  it  could  not  look  upon  its  longer 
continuance  without  the  greatest  uneasiness,  has  nevertheless, 
for  all  past  time,  preserved  a  course  of  strict  neutrality.  It 
could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  fact  of  the  exhaustion  which  a 
war  of  so  long  a  duration  had  produced.  Least  of  all  was 
it  ignorant  of  the  anxiety  of  other  powers  to  induce  Mexico 
to  enter  into  terms  of  reconciliation  with  Texas,  which, 
affecting  the  domestic  institutions  of  Texas,  would  operate 
most  injuriously  upon  the  United  States,  and  might  most 
seriously  threaten  the  existence  of  this  happy  Union.  Nor 
could  it  be  unacquainted  with  the  fact,  that  although  foreign 
governments  might  disavow  all  design  to  disturb  the  relations 
which  exist  under  the  Constitution  between  these  States,  yet 
that  one,  tibe  most  powerful  amongst  them,  had  not  failed  to 
declare  its  marked  and  decided  hostility  to  the  chief  feature 
in  those  relations,  and  its  puipose,  on  all  suitable  occasions. 
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to  ntgd  upon  Mexico  tih#  adc^on  of  saek  a  eosrae  ]i»  ^ 
gotiatiDg  with  Texas  as  to  produce  the  obliteratioB  of  tk 
feature  from  lier  domestiG  policy,  as   one  of  tfae  oonditiflH 
of  her  recognitioi^  by  Mexico,  as  an  ind^pendeiit  Stste.  Ik 
Executiye  was  always  aware  of  tlie   fEtct,   thai  Ibaudakk 
associations  of  peisons,  tfae   subjecta    of    fiureign  pow^ 
existed,  who  were  directing  thfik  utmoat  ^brts  to  thel^ 
complidmient  of  this  object    To  theae  conclumos  it  la 
inevitably  brought  by  the  documents  noipr  aubmitted  to  it 
Senate.    I  repeat,  the  Executive  saw  Tezaa  ija  a  stale  tf 
abttost  hopeless  exhaustion,  and  the  queation  was  aanQm 
down  to  the  simple  propontion,  wheflier  tiie  United  Sata 
should  accept  the  boon  of  annexation  upon  ftiraad  eva 
liberal  terms,  or,  by  revising  to  do  so,  force  Texas  t»ui 
refuge  in  the  arms  of  some  other  power,   either  thioi^  > 
treaty  of  alliance,  oflensive  and  defensive,  or  the  adoptioaa 
some  other  expedient,  which  might  virtually  make  her  iAfi' 
tary  to  such  power,  and  dependent  upon  k  for  all  iotae 
time.    The  Executive  has  M  reason  to  believe  thst  iset 
w:ould  have  been  the  result,  without  Us  interpoaition,  and  tint 
such  will  be  the  result,  in  &e  event  either  of  unnecesssiy  dAj 
in  the  ratification,  or  of  the  rejection  of  the  proposed  tieatj. 
In  fiill  view,  then,  of  the  hig^iest  pubUe  duty^  and  tf  < 
measure  of  security  against  evils  incalculably  gi^  ^ 
Executive  has  entered  into  the  negotiation,  ^e  £ufis  <^ 
which  are  now  submitted  to  the  Senate.    Independent  of  tbe 
urgent  reasons  which  existed  for  the  step  it  has  takes,  it 
might  safely  invoke  tfae  fact,  whicfa  it  confidently  belieTe^ 
that  there  exists  no  civilized  government  on  earth,  bavinS 
a  voluntary  tender  made  it  of  a  domain  so  ri<^  and  fertile 
so  replete  with  all  that  can  add  to  national  greatness  and 
wealth,  and  so  necessary  to  its  peace  and  safety,  that  woida 
reject  tfae  ofifer.     Nor  are  otfaer  powers,  Mexico  incluaT^ 
likely,  in  any  degree,  to  be  injuriously  affected  by  tfae  ^^ 
fication  of  tfae  treaty.      The  prosperity  of  Texas  will  b® 
equally  interesting  to  all,  in  tfae  increase  of  the  general  cols' 


merce  of  the  world:  that  prosperity  will  be  secured  by  an* 


But  one  view  of  the  sabject  remains  to  be  presented* 
It   grows  out  of  the  proposed  enlargement  of  our  territory. 
From  this,  I  am  free  to  confess,  I  see  no  danger.     The 
federatiye  systcfm  is  susceptible  of  the  greatest  extension 
compatible  with  the  ability  of  the  representation  of  the  most 
distant  State  or  Territory  to  reach  the  seat  of  govemment  in 
time   to  participate  in  the  fimctionr  of  legislation,  and  to 
make  known  the  wants  of  the  constituent  body.    Our  Con* 
federated  Republic  consisted  originally  of  thirteen  members. 
It  now  consists  of  twice  that  number,  while  applications  are 
before  Congress  to  permit  other  additions.    This  addition  of 
new  States  has  senred  to  strengthen  rather  than  to  weaken 
like  Union.     New  interests  have  sprung  up,  which  require 
the  united  power  of  all,  through  the  action  of  the  common 
goyemment,  to  protect  and  defend  upon  the  hig^  seas  and 
in  foreign  parts,    ikich  State  commits,  with  perfect  security, 
to  that  common  goyemment,  those  great  interests  g^wing 
out  of  opur  relations  witii  odier  nadons  of  the  world,  and 
which  equally  inyolye  the  good  of  all  the  States.    Its  do- 
mestic concerns  are  left  to  its  own  exclusiye  management. 
But  if  there  were  any  force  in  the  objection,  it  would  seem 
to  require  an  immediate  abandonment  of  territorial  possess* 
ions  which  lie  in  the  distance,  and  stretch  to  a  fai^off  sea ; 
and  yet  no  one  would  be  found,  it  is  belieyed,  ready  to 
recommend  such  an  abandonment    Texas  lies  at  our  yeiy 
doors,  and  in  our  immediate  yicinity. 

Under  eyery  yiew  which  I  haye  been  able  to  take  of  the 
subject,  I  think  that  the  interests  of  our  common  constituents, 
the  people  of  all  the  States,  and  a  loye  of  ihe  Union,  left  the 
Executiye  no  other  altematiye  than  to  negotiate  the  treaty. 
The  high  and  solemn  duty  of  ratifying  or  of  rejecting  it  is 
wisely  deyohred  on  the  Senate  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Sutes.  jq^  TYLER. 

WtaiingUm,  Jfyril  S8, 1844. 
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TwEvrr-Nnrm  CovcasM — Sxxatk. 


IVb  Mbuca*  hammmrwtmmm 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  tbe  Senate  resumed,  fion  j» 
terday,  the  considention  of  the  bill  of  ciYil  and  dipkwiit 
appropriations  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  jemr, 

Mr.  Benton,  in  pmsnanoe  ci  notice  given,  moved  a 
amendment  of  $380,000,  fi>r  die  ledempdoA  of  the  pradfi 
and  interest  of  the  April  and  July  inatallmeiits  of  l844,of 
payments  due  to  American  citizens  for  spoliations  bj  Maia 
npon  their  commerce,  provided  diat  ench  claimant  » i> 
surrenders  his  interest  upon  Mexico  to  the  goTemment  of  tk 
United  States. 

Mr.  Benton  stated  the  case,  and  the  result  of  bis  warn 
ei^sition  amounts  to  this :  that  these  installments  were]m 
and  $105,000  over,  to  the  American  agent  or  agents;  tbt 
the  receipts  given  by  Voss  were  on  these  payments  bytke 
government,  for  which  a  forced  loan  was  actually  mad^  ^ 
Santa  Anna.  In  any  event  it  was  clear  that  the  claiiotf^ 
had  lost  their  money  through  the  misconduct  of  the  agent  oi 
the  United  States,  and  the  government  in  such  cas^  ^ 
clearly  responrible  for  its  redemption. 

Mr.  Evans  referred  to  the  clause  in  the  genenJ  VP^ 
priation  bill  of  last  year,  appropriatii^  $275,000  for  the 
satisfaction  of  these  installments,  provided  it  shaU  ipp^ 
that  the  Mexican  government  has  paid  the  money,  and  tbat 
it  is  thereby  discharged  from  all  claim  against  her  ob  ^ 
account.  Mr.  Evans  contended,  that  from  subsequent  ia^^ 
tigation,  it  appeared  that  the  government  of  Mexico  ^^  ^ 
exonerated — that  she  had  made  no  forced  loan— that  »« 
did  make  an  arrangement  with  an  English  house  to  fanusA 
the  installments ;  but  they  were  not  furnished,  and  the  reason 
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urged  it  that  Mexico  had  faikd  to  come  up  to  the  contnH± 
A  letter  from  Mr.  Buchanan,  Secretary  of  State^  was  read  in 
support  of  this  argument.  It  was  erident  that  no  money 
Trab  ever  paid,  on  these  installments,  by  the  Mexican  go« 
vemment. 

Mr.  Benton  contended  ths^  the  goTemment  of  Mexico 
liad  met  the  payments— if  not  in  cash,  in  drafts  upon  her 
tobacco  duties  and  the  forced  loan,  which  were  promptly 
lacmored,  and  for  which  a  receipt  was  giTen  for  the  fiill 
amount,  and  for  $105,000  more  than  the  drafts  called  for*— 
$105,000  over  and  aboTe  the  $274,000.  This  was  the 
profits  of  the  speculation  with  the  English  house  of  Dayly, 
Jefferson  &  Co.,  that  advanced,  or  undertook  to  advance,  the 
money,  on  behalf  of  Voss,  for  the  claimants. 

Mr.  Cass  inquired  if  the  President's  message,  or  the  letp 
ter  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  admitted  that  the  money  was  paid  i 

Mr.  Benton — These  men  (Jefferson  ft  Co.)  assumed  the 
payment  of  the  money  in  advance,  at  an  interest  from  Mexico 
upon  her  treasury  drafts  of  1^  per  cent,  per  month.  That 
will  account  in  part  for  the  $105,000. 

Mr.  Cass  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter,  and 
had  it  read,  showing  that  the  money  had  not  been  paid  by 
the  government  of  Mexico. 

Mr.  Evans  objected  to  the  amendment,  because  it  would 
exempt  Mexico,  whether  she  had  or  had  not  advanced  die 
'means  of  payment. 

A  division  was  called,  and  the  amendment  of  Col.  Benton 
was  lost,  eighteen  to  twenty*three. 

Mr.  Niles,  in  any  event,  contended  that  our  government 
was  responsible  to  the  claimants,  having  assumed  the  duty 
of  securing  payment  to  them  of  their  money.  The  claims 
were  far  more  obligatory  upon  the  government  than  the 
French  spoliations. 

Mr.  Benton  read  from  the  original  Spanish  letters  on  the 
•abject  of  the  payment  of  these  installments— one  of  them  a 
letter  fjrom  the  English  house,  and  another  firouLVoss,  the 


agent  ippoinfced  bj  our  govenu&ent  for  the  claunantBy  to 
likoiw  thtt  ttieae  letters  had  been  falsely  translated  for  the 
State  department ;  and  that  out  of  these  false  translatiojia 
had  arisen  probably  all  oiir  difficulties  with  Mexico  m  regard 
to  these  payments,  and  probably  in  regard  to  the  war  itselC 
Ihe  lette»  acknowlet^ed  that  while  the  Mexican  govemmeiit 
had  not  advanced  the  cash,  it  had  placed  in  the  possesnon 
of  the  managers  of  this  buaness,  drafts  upon  the  treasniy^ 
equiyalent,  on  presentation,  to  gold  and  sflver:  and  they 
fuither  show,  that,  iq>on  these  drafts,  the  two  installments 
were  all  paid^  and  $106,000  oter. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Md.,  took  precisely  the  same  view  of 
the  case  that  Mr.  Benton  did. 

Mr.  McDuffie  argued  that  after  this  government  had  done 
afl  it  could  in  behalf  of  payment,  to  .its  citizens,  of  debts  due 
them  from  a  foreign  government,  it  could  do  no  more.  It 
could  not  be  expereted  to  be  the  insurer  of  payment  of  all 
foreign  debts. 


if>immmt^»^****<ft0t0t^t*^^^  ^^^^iwM^^^w. 


XIV. 

lElCTBAOT  nOM  THE  AdDSESS  DEUVEBXD  BY  GENXnAL  PaXS- 
DES,  Aft  THE  OPENING  OF  THE   ExTRAOHPINAET  GeNERAJU 

CoNGnEss  (MT .Mexico,  June  1, 1846. 

^<I  AinroiTNCE  to  the  Congress,  widi  a  feeling  of  profound 
:grief,  that  in  the  course  of  my  administration  the  public  order 
and  tranquillity  have  been  disturbed  in  the  south  of  the  de» 
ipartment  of  Mexico,  and  in  a  part  of  the  departments  of 
Puebla  and  Oaxaca,  in  the  departments  of  Sihaloa  and  Soaora, 
and  recently  in  that  of  Jalisco.  In  the  south  of  Mexico,  and 
where  that  department  adjoins  those  of  Oaxaca^  Puebla,  Me- 
ehoacan,  and  Jalisco,  there  exists  old  and  rancorous  elements 
it)f  disord^,  which  are  developed  and  augmented  in  all  the 
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oonTubiottt  whidi  i^tate  tke  republic.     T%e  benefits  of 
-dvUization  have  not  tiiere  begttn  to  be  felt,  atid  itwoaM  be  a 
most  proTident  and  philanthropic  measure  to  hasten  to  intro- 
duce Aem,  in  order  that  such  elements  of  perdition^  as  are 
there  united,  may  not  increase  and  be  propagated.    It  win 
I  be  an  everlasting  stigma  upon  the  actions  in  that  district,  diat 

^bej  have  seized  upon  the  vessels  destined  to  compose  the 
I  expedition  to  the  Caltfomias,  and   the  abundant  supplies 

ivhich  the  preceding  administration  had  provided.      Tliis 
I  MghtAil  and  parricidal  crime  was  consummated  in  Masaflan, 

by  the  military  force  destined  to  protect  that  peninsula,  which 
I  tbe  troops  of  the  United  States  had  begun  to  invade.    How 

can  these  men  ever  justify  tibeir  refusal  to  acknowledge  the 
1  government,  at  a  moment  when  they  were  in  the  receipt  of 

I  tiieir  orders  and  suppliies  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  where 

,  ^y  were  summoned  by  the  holy  duty  of  defending  the  in- 

^  iegrity  of  die  national  territory  f     The  United  States  have 

reckoned,  as  a  part  of  their  resources,  the  disturbances  which 
they  have,  perhaps,  fomented,  and  have  rejoiced  in  the  idea 
dial  a  government  resolute  and  firm  against  dieir  aggressions, 
would  not  be  able  to  sustain  itself  against  a  simultaneous 
attack  of  all  factions.  Tliose  who  promote  new  dissensions 
which  direcdy  injure  the  country,  do  not  reflect  that  they  fight 
against  its  existence,  and  leave  it  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy, 
t  who,  of  old  has  fomented  disunion  among  the  Mexicans, 

^  thwarted  their  government,  and  wholly  disconcerted  society 

in  its  principles,  its  maxims,  and  its  administration.  The 
government  has  checked  the  progress  of  the  revolution  in  the 
sauth,  has  directed  the  march  of  numerous  and  faithful  troops 
to  the  capital  of  the  department  of  Jalisco,  and  will  not  leave 
unpunished  die  mutiny,  purely  military,  in  Sinaloa.  The 
occurrences  in  Sonora  are  entirely  of  a  local  nature,  and  the 
government  hopes,  that  the  honest  inhabitants  of  that  depart- 
ment will  declare  in  fiivor  of  the  advantages  of  an  impartial 
and  just  government,  which  will  secure  them  the  rights  that 
diey  have  so  much  interest  in  preserving.    When  there  is 


such  an  uigeut  necessity  for  moving  our  regalur  troops  to  die 
frontier^  and  to  threatened  points,  the  most  judicious  arrange- 
ments are  frustrated,  because  factipus  in  this  or  that  quarter 
disturb  the  public  repose,  and  it  is  necessary  to  re-estabUah 
it^  in  order  that  a  goyemm^it  may  exist,  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  to  the  defence  of  the  country  against  an  enemy  who 
has  akeady  proclaimed  himself  the  conquerer  of  the  Meii- 
cans«  It  is  no  less  painful  th^n  necessary,  that  the  country 
should  know  its  dangers,  in  order  that  it  may  redeem  ksel^ 
by  being  simply  willing  to  do  so,  by  ayailing  itself  of  its  jis- 
mense  resources.  The  history  of  the  youthful  existence  of 
the  nation  contains  many  glorious  pages,  and  we  will  not 
disgrace  them  by  forgetting  that  destiny  calls  upon  us  io 
make  great  sacrifices  in  order  to  vindicate  great  interests. 

'^I  have  approached,  insensibly,  die  mention  of  the  grareit 
event  in  our  passing  history.  On  taking  possession  of  the 
reins  of  government,  the  present  administration  found  itself 
met  by  the  engagement,  contracted  by  the  previous  adminis- 
tration, to  receive  a  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States,  to  treat  of  the  Texas  question.  The  government  being 
firmly  resolved  to  maintain,  at  all  hazards,  the  most  juat  of 
causes,  and  not  to  sufier  the  nation  to  be  despoiled  of  that 
portion  of  it^  territory,  .was  making  its  preparations  fi>r  war ; 
but,  at  that  same  time,  desirous  of  sparing  the  blood  of  Meti* 
cans,  if  that  could  be  done  without  derogating  from  the  good 

• 

name  of  the  republic,  and  by  dignified  and  decorous  negotia- 
4ions,  determined  to  hear  what  the  said  minister  had  to  com- 
municate.  As  wai^  to  be  expected,  however,  firom  the 
deceitful  policy  of  the  United  States,  the  minister  had  no 
sooner  presented  himself  than  the  bad  faith  with  which  they 
were  acting,  was  evident  in  their  having  nominated  Mr.  iohsk 
Slidell,  not  as  a  minister  ad  hoc  io  treat  of  a  special  business^ 
but  as  a  minister  resident — as  if  the  relations  between  the 
two  countries  had  undergone  no  change.  The  govemmentf 
in  various  notes,  made  known  to  him  in  the  most  decisive 
terms  its  irrevocable  determination  not  to  receive  him,  except 


^ 
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in  a  c)iatacter  pnrefy  speckJ,  &r  whidi  reason  he  asked  for, 
and  immediately  had  sent  to  him,  passports  to  leave  the  na- 
tional territory*  This  has  served  as  a  pretext  to  the  said 
States  for  accusing  the  republic  of  being  the  first  to  manifest 
I  hostility,  and  of  provoking  them  to  a  contest,  as  if  the  hos- 

)  tilities  could  have  no  other  origin  than  the  refusal  to  enter 

(  into  negotiations  in  which  deceit  had  palpably  heeai  displayed, 

i  ai^d  when  recourse  had  been  had  to  arms,  not  to  defend 

f  Texas  alone,  but  other  fiK>ntier  departments  invaded  by  the 

I  troops  of  that  government. 

*^  The  American  minister  not  having  been  received,  because 
I  it  did  not  comport  with  the  dignity  of  the  nation,  at  a  time 

^  when  an  army  of  the  United  States  was  on  its  march  to  the 

£  Rio  Bravo  of  the  North,  when  our  ports  on  both  seas  were 

i  threatened  by  its  squadrons,  and  when  some  of  their  troops 

I  were  treading  the  soil  of  the  Califomias,  I  found  myself 

^  compelled,  on  the  2l8t  of  March,  to  declare  solemnly  that 

y  peace  not  being  compatible  with  the  maint«[iance  of  the 

rif^ts  an4  independence  of  the  nation,  its  territory  should  be 
defended  until  the  national  Congress  should,  wlule  we  were 
engaged  in  the  conflict,  deteraune  to  declare  war  against  the 
t  United  States*    Their  army,  the  head-quarters  of  which  had 

for  some  time  been  established  at  Corpus  Cbristi,  advanced 
',  to  the  frontier  station  of  St.  Isabel,  and  afterwards  took  a 

position  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio  Bravo,  opposite  to  Mata- 
moras.  After  having  assembled  more  than  five  thousand 
men  on  the  firontier,  I  directed  the  general-in-chief  of  our 
division  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  he  resolved  to  cross  the 
river,  taking  a  position  between  St.  Isabel  and  the  fortified 
pomt  of  Paso  Real.  On  the  8th,  a  sanguinary  action  took 
place  between  the  belligerent  forces,  in  which  our  -troops 
gave  proof  of  their  valor,  and,  although  with  some  loss,  main- 
tained  their  ground,  and  the  honor  of  our  army  w^  saved. 
On  the  following  day  the  general-in-chief  fell  back,  in  order 
to  take  another  position,  where  the  combat  was  renewed,  and 
was  entirely  unfortunate  for  the  republic.    The  division  re- 
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eTMied  the  ntttf  and  Hat  genenl-ia^chi^  vHrn,  necordiiig 
to  his  AtftlietBeiite,  fldtt  jMserred  four  11ii>iiBa]id  troops  of  At 
Une^  ^tkout  oountiiig  ftuxili&riesy  saddenly  eTHcuated  the 
eitjr  of  Mfttamoru^  agahifit  th^  posidye  orders  of  ftte  goyen* 
ment,  whidi  had  taken  into  consideration  tiie  importance  of 
maintaining  that  poet  for  nlfeerior  operatioiis,  and  as  a  depot 
for  the  reiifereementi  idiidi  had  be^n  ordered.  Conduct  ao 
unexpected  on  the  pait  of  the  general-in-duef  hm  eompelled 
me  to  displace  him,  and  to  order  him  to  repttr  to  this  capital 
to  answer  for  his  conduct  before  a  court  of  general  officers, 
as  ptorided  for  by  the  regulations  of  the  army ^  The  govern- 
ment,  while  deeply  moved  by  these  reverses  in  a  sacred 
eausC)  is  incessantly  at  work  to  repair  them,  and  relies  tot 
thmt  purpose  on  the  power  of  the  nation  and  the  assistance 
of  Congress,  which,  by  a  special  design  of  Providence,  hu 
this  day  been  solemnly  assembled. 

<<11ie  squadron  of  the  United  States  has  comin^ced 
Mocltading  fte  ports  of  Tampico,  Tamaolipas,  and  Vera 
Crut,  and  there  is  great  probability  that  Uie  thunder  of  the 
enemy's  cannon  win  be  directed  against  those  beautifcl 
cities.    The  period  has  arrived,  therefore,  when  all  the  soiiB 
of  the  countiy  should  be  summoned  to  its  defence ;  and 
when  the  national  Congress  should  declare  war  bgainst  the 
nation  which  so  mudi  deceives  itself,  if  it  Supposes  that  a 
reverse  can  extinguish  the  valor,  or  overcome  the  constancy 
and  heroism  of  which  our  fellow-countrymen  have  given  suck 
signal  prooft.    As  a  citizen,  and  as  a  soldier,  I  am  prepared 
to  make  every  sacrifice ;  and  the  brave  men  of  the  aimyi 
supported  by  this  magnanimous  people,  will  defend  with  ni« 
the  hoty  rights  of  the  country. 

«  The  country  ardently  and  justly  desires  that  republican 
institutions  may  ever  be  maintained  ;  and  this  desire,  which 
the  government  eagerly  supports,  has  been  made  known 
through  all  the  accredited  organs  of  public  opinion.  Should 
you  give  to  thfe  people  institutions  which  may  guarantee  the 
principles  of  the  representative,  popular,  and  republican  sys* 


tern,  aad  oosibixie  them  widi  the  stability  which  the  nation 
seeks  after  so  many  vicissitudesy  you  will  \k9LYe  satisfied  all 
its  wants,  and  will  acquire  an  everlasting  title  to  the  gratih 
tade  of  Mexicans.  Hasten  to  give  them  such  a  rallying 
point  that,  making  eyeiy  sacrifice,  not  of  interest  only,  bul 
of  opinions,  all  desires  may  be  concentrated,  and  all  ex- 
ertions used  in  a  defence  pf  the  country  against  its  perfidious 
invaders.  I  assure  you  again  of  my  most  implicit  obedience 
to  your  determinations. 

<*In  the  army  striking  rrforms  have  been  made;  its 
strength  has  been  augmented,  and  will  be  increased  as  fhr 
as  the  public  necessities  require*  As  my  first  engagement  at 
St.  Luis  Potosi,  was  to  prepare  for  the  defence  of  the  na- 
tion, all  my  eflbrts  hare  been  directed  to  that  object,  so  fiur 
as  the  limited  and  scanty  resources  of  our  treasury  would 
permit* 

**  The  power  of  eveiy  goTemment  is  faithfully  represented 
by  the  condition  of  its  treasury,  and  it  must  be  said  with  re* 
gret  that  the  condition  of  purs  has  become  most  lamentable, 
through  a  series  of  misfortunes  and  disorders  ill  repressed 
firom  want  of  power  in  the  public  administration. 

**  At  a  time  when  the  public  funds  were  comparatively 
exhausted,  all  revenues  anticipated,  and  the  government  re- 
duced to  the  ruinous  and  shameful  system  of  contracts  which 
answered  only  the  exigencies  of  the  day,  without  providing 
enough  for  the  most  urgent  purposes,  it  became  a  matter  of 
the  first  necesrity  to  reinforce  the  army,  and  provide  without 
delay  for  its  existence,  which  was  threatened  in  its  operation 
against  a  foreign  enemy. 

^^  Under  these  afflicting  circumstances  the  government, 
although  deejay  sensible  of  the  importance  of  a  faithful  com- 
pliance with  Uie  engagements  contracted  by  the  nation  with 
its  creditors,  and  of  the  fact  that  credit  is  of  the  first  neces- 
sity to  eveiy  government,  and  faith  in  its  promises,  the  surest 
source  of  its  power,  found  itself  compelled  to  resort  to  the 
extTMue  measure  of  temporarily  su^ending  payments,  a 
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measore  justified  by  the  neeessitj  of  providing  for  the  safety 
of  the  nation,  whose  rain  would  be  the  ruin  of  its  cre- 
ditors. 

<<  The  deeree  of  the  2d  of  May,  provisionally  suspend- 
ing payments ;  that  of  the  7th  of  the  same  month,  deducting 
one-fourth  firom  salaries  for  the  term  of  one  year ;  the  circu- 
lars asking  aid  from  the  governments  of  the  departments,  and 
from  the  venerable  clergy,  and  o&er  administratiye  and  eco- 
nomical measures  which  have  been  adopted,  were  the  only 
means  which  the  government  had,  at  this  distressing  period, 
of  supplying  necessities  which  admitted  of  no  delay. 

^  For  the  future,  the  representatives  of  the  nation  will  no 
doubt  provide  the  ample  resources  required  hj  the  war  in 
which  the  republic  finds  itself  engaged,  or  will  furnish  the 
govemn^ent  which  is  to  be  installed  with  the  power  of  pro- 
viding them;  for,  the  measure  of  our  power  against  the 
enemies  of  the  •ountry  will  be  the  resources  which  the  trea- 
sury had  at  its  disposal.  The  object  of  the  enemy  in  block- 
ading our  ports,  is  to  weaken  our  finances,  in  order  to  dimin- 
ish our  strength  ;  if  we  organize  the  immense  resources  which 
the  country  possesses  this  hostile  object  will  be  frustrated." 


XV. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Hbad-qvabtibs,  Abmt  op  OcCVPATIOirf 
Maimmora$f  Majf  80,  184^- 

Dbxtkacts} 

I  ENCLOSE  an  original  draft,  found  in  General  Arista's 

papers  of  an  invitation  to  our  soldiers  to  desert.    A  similar 

call  was  previously  made  by  Ampudia,  and  has  already 
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found  its  way  into  1he  public  prints.    Hie  department  may 

see  from  these  documents  what  arms  were  used  against  us. 

I  am,  sir,  veiy  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 
Bt.  BrigW  General  U.  S.  ^.,  Com^g. 

The  Mjtdani  (kneral  of  the  Armjf^ 
WasUngUmy  D.  C. 

CttNERAL  ABI8TA«  ADVICB  TO  THE  SOLDIEBS  OP  THE  UNITED 

STATES  ARMY. 

HiAO-QvARTiB8  AT  Matamoras*  ^prtV  90, 1846. 

SoLdiEKS :  You  have  enlisted  in  time  of  peace  to  senre 
in  that  army  for  a  specific  term ;  but  your  obligation  never 
implied  that  you  were  bound  to  violate  the  laws  of  God,  and 
the  most  sacred  rights  of  friends.  The  United  States'  go* 
vemment,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  a  majority  of  all  honest 
and  honorable  Americans,  has  ordered  you  to  take  forcible 
possession  of  the  territory  of*  a  fEtithful  neither,  who  has 
never  given  her  consent  to  such  occupation.  In  other  words, 
while  the  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  between  Mexico 
and  the  United  States  is  in  full  force,  the  United  States, 
presuming  on  her  strength  and  pro^erity,  and  on  our  sup- 
posed imbecility  and  cowardice,  attempts  to  make  you  the 
blind  instruments  of  her  unholy  and  mad  ambition,  and 
forces  you  to  appear  as  the  hateful  robbers  of  our  dear 
homes,  and  the  unprovoked  violators  of  our  dearest  feelings 
as  men  and  patriots.  Such  villainy  and  outrage,  I  know,  is 
perfectly  repugnant  to  the  noble  sentiments  of  any  gentle* 
man,  and  it  is  base  and  foul  to  rush  you  on  to  certain  death, 
in  order  to  aggrandise  a  few  lawless  individuals,  in  defiance 
of  the  laws  of  God  and  man !  It  is  to  no  purpose,  if  they 
tell  you  that  the  law  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  justifies 
your  occupation  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte ;  for  by  diis  act, 
Hhey  rob  us  of  a  great  part  of  Tamaulipas,  Coahuila,  Chihua- 
hua, and  New  Mexico ;  and  it  is  barbarous  to  send  a  hand- 
fill  of  men  on  such  an  errand,  against  a  powerful  and  war* 
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like  nation*  Besides,  the  most  of  you  are  Europeans^  and 
we  are  the  declared  friends  of  a  majority  of  the  nations  of 
Europe.  The  North  Americans  are  ambitious,  overbearing^ 
and  insolent  as  a  nation ;  and  they  will  only  make  use  of  you, 
as  vile  too]p|  to  cany  out  dieir  abominable  plans  of  pillage 
and  fapine. 

I  warn  you  in  the  name  of  justice,  honor,  and  your  own 
interests  and  self-respect,  to  abandon  their  desperate  and 
unholy  cause,  and  become  peaceful  Mej:ican  citizens.  I 
guarantee  you,  in  such  case,  a  half  section  of  land,  or  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  to  settle  upon,  gratis.  *  Be  wise, 
then,  and  just  and  honorable,  and  take  no  part  in  murdering 
us  who  have  no  unkind  feelings  for  you.  Lands  shall  be 
given  to  officers,  sergeants,  and  corporals,  according  to  rank, 
privates  receiving  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  as  stated* 

If  in  time  of  action  you  wish  to  espouse  our  cause, 
throw  away  your  arms  and  run  to  us,  and  we  will  embrace 
you  as  true  friends  and  Christians.  It  is  not  decent  nor  pru« 
dent  to  say  more.  But  should  any  of  you  render  any  im<» 
portant  service  to  Mexico,  you  shall  be  accordingly  considered 
and  preferred.  ^   ^^^^^^^ 

Ctnmminder^-m^Chirf  qf  the  Jitkxkon  Armjf. 


^#%^^^%^^^«^iA^«^^^^^^^^^^N^#^^^«^^^^^^ 


XVI. 

Was  PgAMMiw, 
Watkmtfioth  Jum  4«  1846. 

SuL :  1 4end  herewith  a  number  of  copies  of  a  proclama* 
tion  in  the  Spaiush  lan^poage,  addressed  ta  the  peopled 
Mexico^  which  you  aie  requested  to  sign,  and  cause  to  be 
circulated  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent  you  may  deem 
proper.  You  will  use  your  utmost  endeavors  t»  have  the 
pledges  and  promisei  ^rein  contained  earned  out  to  the 


Mlest  exteift*    There  are  also  sent  some  copied  of  the  proc- 
lamation in  the  Es^ish  language. 

Veiy  reapeetfaHy,  yonr  obe£ent  serrant^ 

W.  L.  MARCY,  Secretary  of  War. 

Brevet  Maj.  Gen.  Z.  Tayloe, 

Cammahding  Jlstm^  of  Occwpatum^  Ttxae. 

■  -■.>■ 

A>RO€LAMATION 

V7  TBI  aBHSBJj:*  COinUVDUr«  THI  AXJIT  of  Tm  VHini)  ITATSS  QF  AMSRICA. 

To  the  people  of  Mexico : 

AsTESL  many  years  of  patient  endurance,  the  United  States 
ares  at  length  conatrained  to  acknowledge  that  a  war  now  ex* 
uta  between  our  goremment  and  the  goremment  of  Mexico* 
For  many  years  our  dtizens  hare  been  subjected  to  repeated 
iniuHs  and  injuiies,  our  vessels  and  cargoes  have  been  seized 
and  confiscated^  our  merchants  have  been  plundered,  maimed, 
iv^isoned,  without  cause  and  without  reparation.  At  length 
your  government  acknowledged  the  justice  of  our  claims, 
and  agreed  by  treaty  to  make  satis&ction  by  payment  of 
several  milfiotis  of  dollars ;  but  this  treaty  has  been  violated 
by  your  rulers,  and  the  stipulated  payments  have  heea  with* 
held.  Our  late  efibrt  to  terminate  all  difficulties  by  peaceful 
negotiation  has  been  rejected  by  the-  dictator  Parades,  and 
oor  minister  of  peace,  whom  your  rulers  had  agreed  to  receive^ 
has  been  refused,  a  hearing.  He  has  been  treated  with  in« 
dignity  and  insult,  and  Parades  has  announced  that  war  ex* 
ists  between  us.  This  war,  thus  first  proclaimed  by  him,  has 
bcfen  acknowledged  as  an  existing  fact  by  our  President  audi 
Congress  with  perfect  unanimity,  and  will  be  prosecuted 
with  vigor  and  energy  against  your  army  and  rulers ;  but 
those  of  the  Mexican  peojJe  who  remain  neutral  will  not  be 
molested* 

Your  govemJnent  is  in  the  hands  of  tyrants  nnd  usurpers, 
Thej  haVe  aboUdied  your  State  Governments,  they  have 
cwerthrown  your  federal  constitution,  they  have  deprived 
84 
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yott  of  the  right  of  miffiage,  destroyed  tke  fiberty  of  fht 
press,  despoiled  you  of  your  arms,  and  reduced  you  to  a 
state  of  absolute  dependence  upon  the  power  of  a  military 
dictator.  Your  army  and  rulers  extort  from  the  people  by 
grievous  taxation,  by  forced  loans  and  nxUit^  seizures,  tiie 
very  money  which  sustains  the  usurpers  in  power.  Being  dis- 
armed, you  were  left  defenceless,  an  easy  prey  to  the  savage 
Camanches,  who  not  only  destroy  your  lives  and  property, 
but  drive  into  a  captivity  more  horrible  &an  death  itself 
your  wives  and  children.  It  is  your  military  rulers  who 
have  reduced  you  to  this  deplorable  condition.  It  is  these 
tyrants,  and  their  corrupt  and  cruel  salefiites,  gorged  with  the 
peo|de'8  treasute,  by  whom  you  are  thus  oppressed  wd  nn* 
poveriihed,  some  of  whom  have  boldly  advocated  m  monar- 
dtical  government,  and  would  place  a  European  priooe  upon 
flie  throne  of  Mexico^  We  come  to  obtain  r^araftiMi  Ssr 
repeated  wrongs  and  injuries ;  we  come  to  obtain  mdemmttf 
Ibr  the  past  and  security  for  the  luture ;  we  come  to  ovev- 
tiirow  the  tyrants  who  have  destroyed  your  liberties;  but  we 
come  to  make  no  war  upon  the  people  of  Mexico,  nor  upo« 
any  form  ot  free  government  they  may  dioose  to  select  for 
themselves.  It  is  our  widi  to  see  you  liberated  from  deqiotey 
to  drive  back  the  savage  Camanches,  to  prevent  the  renewal 
of  their  assaults,  and  to  compel  them  to  restore  to  you  tnm 
captivity  your  long  lost  wives  and  diildren.  Your  r^gina, 
your  altars,  and  churches,  the  property  of  your  dtorehes  and 
citizens,  the  emblems  of  your  fiith  and  its  ministersy  shafi  be 
protected  and  remain  inviolate.  Huncbeds  of  ouraimy,  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  peofde,  are  members  of  the 
Catholie  church.  In  every  State,  and  in  neariy  every  ci(y  and 
villi^  of  our  Union,  Catholic  churches  exist,  and  the  priests 
perform  thenr  holy  functions  in  peace  and  security  under  the 
sacred  guarantee  of  our  constitution.  We  come  among  ^ 
people  of  Mexico  as  ftiends  and  rqniblioan  bretloen,  and  all 
who  receive  us  as  such  diail  be  protected,  whilst  all  who  are 
seduced  into  the  army  of  your  dictator  shaH  be  treafead  10 
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enemies.  We  shall  want  from  jou  nothing  but  food  for  our 
army,  and  for  this  you  shall  always  be  paid  in  cash  the  full 
value.  It  is  the  settled  policy  of  your  tyrants  to  deceive  you 
in  regard  to  the  policy  and  character  of  our  government  and 
people.  These  tyrants  fear  liie  example  of  o«r  free  institu- 
tions, and  Qonfs^aBtly  endeavor  to  nusrepresent  our  purposes, 
and  inspire  you  with  hatred  for  your  republican  brethren  of 
the  American  Upion.  Give  us  b«t  the  oppartuoky  to  n^ 
ideceive  you,  and  you  will  soon  learn  that  all  the  representar 
tioas  of  Pa^edes  were  false,  and  were  only  made  to  induce 
jrou  to  consent  to  the  establishment  of  a  despotic  government. 

In  your  atruf^le  for  liberty  wiA  the  Spanish  monarchy, 
tkousands  of  our  countrymen  risked  theur  lives  and  abed 
their  blood  in  your  d«fei\jce.  Omr  gwa  commodone,  the  gal* 
lant  Porter,  maintained  in  triumph  yoiar  flag  upon  the  ocean, 
and  our  government  was  tfae  first  to  acknowledge  your  in- 
dependence. With,  pride  and  pleasure  we  enrolled  your 
name  on  the  list  of  independent  republics,  and  sincerely  d^ 
mred  that  yon  might  in  peace  and  prosperity  enjoy  all  the 
blessings  of  bet  government.  Success  on  the  part  of  your 
tyrants  against  the  army  of  the  Union  is  impossSile ;  but^  if 
they  could  swcceed,  it  would  only  be  to  eaaUe  them  to  fill 
your  towns  with  their  soldiers,  eating  out  your  substance,  and 
hanassing  you  with  still  more  grievous  taxation.  Already 
they  have  abolished  the  liberty  of  the  press,  as  the  first  step 
towards  the  introduction  of  that  monarchy  which  it  is  their 
real  purpose  to  proclaim  and  establish. 

Mexicans,  we  must  treat  as  enemies,  and  overthrow  tbe 
tyrants,  who,  whilst  they  have  wronged  and  insulted  us, 
have  deprived  you  of  your  liberty ;  but  the  Mexican  people 
who  remain  neutral  during  the  contest  shall  be  protected 
against  their  military  despots  by  the  republican  army  of  the 
Union. 
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GamAL  Saiam  and  bis  Amociates. 

Iir  the  citadel  of  Mexicoi  tbe  fourth  day  of  the  month  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fortj-siz,  the  undep- 
aigned  generala,  chiefe,  and  officers,  haying  met,  and  being 
penetrated  with  the  urgent  necessity  which  exists  for  relier- 
ing  the  republic,  forthwith,  from  its  grievous  peril,  and  ccm- 
aidering  :^^ 

1«  That  from  the  moment  when  the  constitution  ceased  to 
exist,  which  the  republic  freely  and  spontaneously  gave  itsd^ 
those  which  afterwards  were  framed,  have  not  been  adapted 
to  the  exigencies  and  denres  of  a  great  majority  of  the  nation. 

2.  That  hence  have  preceded  the  incessant  changes 
which  have  afflicted  the  country  to  such  an  extreme,  that 
when  she  was  torn  to  pieces,  and  after  her  external  ills  had 
been  studiously  aggravated,  some  spurious  Mexicans  have 
deemed  themselves  warranted  in  wishing  to  subject  the  na* 
tion  to  the  most  shameftd  vassalage  by  attempting  to  invite 
a  foreign  prince  to  govern  the  countiy,  with  the  title  of  a 
monarch. 

3.  That  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  so  horrible  a  trea- 
son  to  independence,  they  have  been  so  bold  as  to  disavow 
the  sovereignty  ol  the  people,  by  naming  a  Congress  in  which, 
with  special  care,  were  combined  the  most  extraordinary  ele* 
ments,  yet  those  most  suited  to  complete  the  ignommy  of  the 
nation. 

4.  That  all  the  laws  which  the  present  Congress  may 
pass,  and  ^H  the  acts  of  the  government  being  null,  because 
neither  the  Congress  nor  the  government  is  legitimate ;  con* 
sequently,  a  just  motive  always  exists  for  the  nation  to 
continue  to  demand  the  exercise  of  its  incontestible  rights, 
usurped  by  the  present  administration. 

6.  That  the  administration  referred  to,  being  composed 


appkrudc.  MS 

of  men  devoted,  some  to  monarchyy  others  to  detestable 
centralism,  and  all  unfriendly  to  the  army,  whose  dissolution 
they  meditated  some  time  since,  because  they  encountered 
in  it  an  impediment  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  perverse 
views. 

6.  That  if  these  should  unfortunately  be  carried  into 
effect,  the  benefita  of  die  independence  would  be  illusory, 
to  which  we  sacrifice  our  blood  and  our  fortune  for  the  pur- 
poee  of  enjo^g  the  right  to  govern  ourselves,  conformably 
to  our  desires  and  interests. 

7.  That  by  establishing  a  constitution  in  accordance  with 
the  will  of  the  great  majority  of  the  nation,  we  shall  at  length 
possess  a  stable  code  of  laws,  beneath  whose  bene£cent  shade 
our  great  elements  of  power  and  wealth  shall  he  developed, 
and  our  internal  tumults  forever  cease. 

We  have  come  to  proclaim,  and  do  proclaim  the  follow- 
ing plan  for  the  true  regeneration  of  the  republic: — 

1.  In  place  of  the  present  Congress,  another  aball  meet, 
composed  of  representatives  chosen  by  the  people  according 
to  the  electoral  laws  which  served  for  the  choice  of  that  of 
18S4,  which  shall  charge  itself  with  constituting  the  nation, 
by  adopting  the  form  of  government  which  may  appear  to  be 
in  accordance  with  the  national  will ;  and  which  shall  charge 
itself  also  with  all  that  relates  to  the  war  with  the  United 
States,  and  the  question  of  Texas,  and  other  frontier  depart- 
ments. The  monarchical  form  of  government,  which  the  na- 
tion evidenUy  detests,  is  excluded. 

2.  All  Mexicans  faithful  to  their  country,  including  those 
who  may  be  absent  therefrom,  are  called  upon  to  render  their 
services  in  the  present  national  movement,  for  which  purpose 
we  specially  invite  his  excellency  General  Don  Antonio  Lopez 
de  Santa  Anna,  the  well  deserving  of  his  country,  acknow- 
ledging him  from  this  moment  as  general«in-chief  of  all  the 
forces  pledged  and  determined  to  fi^t,  in  order  that  the  na- 
tion may  recover  its  rightSj^  secure  its  liberty,  and  govern 
itself. 
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3.  Until  the  sorereign  Congrett  skall  meet  and  decree 
ipvlnateyer  may  be  proper  for  the  tirar,  it  shall  be  imperatrve 
upon  the  executire  to  dictate  i¥fa«teyer  nieasiises  may  be 
turgent  and  necessary  to  sustain  with  honor  the  national  flag, 
and  to  ftilfil  this  sacred  duty  without  the  loss  of  a  single  mo* 
ment. 

4.  Within  four  months  horn  €be  time  when  the  Uberating 
forces  shall  have  taken  possession  of  the  capita}  of  the  re- 
public^ the  Ccmgress  mentioned  in  the  first  article  sfaaD  meet, 
for  which  purpose  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  general-in-chief 
to  dispatch  the  summons  in  die  terms  adverted  to^  and  to 
lake  care  ih^  the  elections  are  made  with  the  greatest  free- 
dom possible. 

5.  The  ^cistence  6f  the  army  is  goanrnteed,'  and  it  is 
assured  that  it  shall  be  cherished  and  proteeted  as  die  well 
deserving  military  class  of  a  free  people  oi^^  to  be. 

6.  Whoever  shall  seek  to  retard  the  meeting  of  the  afore- 
said Congress,  or  shall  make  an  attempt  against  it  by  en- 
deavoring to  infringe  the  freedom  of  its  members,  by  dissolr- 
iDg  it  or  suspending  its  sessions,  or  shall  attempt  to  oppose 
the  constitation  which  it  may  establidi,  or  the  laws  which  it 
may  enact  in  accordance  widi  the  present  plan,  is  hereby  de- 
clared a  traitor  to  the  nation. 


MANimSTO    or  GsiTEmAj;.   SaLAS,    the    MNEEAL-nf-CBIEr  C9 

THE   nZtmhlCAX   XJBEIlATIirG  AAMT,  NOW  EXBBCISIN6  THB 

i 

SUPREME  EXECUTIVE  POWER,  TO  THE  KATtON. 

FELLow-cmzEirs : — ^Placed  at  the  head  of  the  movement 
which  was  happily  eflected  on  the  morning  of  this  day,  I 
consider  myself  under  the  strict  obligation  to  present  to  you 
an  account  of  my  conduct;  of  the  motives  which  determined 
me  to  act,  and  of  the  object  to  which  the  revolution  is  di- 
rected. Ever  since  the  destruction  of  the  federal  constitu- 
tion in  1835,  abandoning  the  path  of  law,  we  have  recklessly 
rushed  along  the  tortuous  track  of  arbitrary  proceedings. 
Advancing,  as  chance  directed,  without  any  beacon  to  guide 


as,  we  have  rtached  the  brink  of  a  fearful  abyss,  into  which 
our  ttnfi>rtQnate  country  is  on  the  point  of  being  precipitated. 

System  has  followed  system ;  constitution  has  replaced 
cOBstitutioB ;  and  one  set  of  persons  has  succeeded  another 
in  power ;  but  neither  haFe  the  systems  been  based  on  solid 
feundationi^  nor  hare  the  constitutions  been  inrested  with 
the  seal  of  tegitimaeyy  nor  have  the  individuals  charged  wiib 
power  escaped  the  fatal  contagion  of  party  spizil..  Thus  &c- 
tioAs  have  always  ruled — ^but  the  people  never.  Men,  not 
principles,  have  triumphed ;  we  have  had  a  thousand  changes^ 
but  not  (me  revolution.  Hence  has  resulted  a  complete  ne* 
gleet  of  the  laws,  horrible  disorder  in  the  treasury,  dilapidation 
of  the  public  fimds,  ruinous  stock-jobbing,  demoralization  of 
the  army,  utter  want  of  concert  in  the  administration,  loss  of 
^edit  abroad,  dismemberment  of  territory,  and  the  immense 
risk  to  which  our  nationality  is  exposed.  This  is  no  occa« 
sion  for  bringing  to  view,  one  by  one,  all  the  acts  which  have! 
brought  us  to  the  present  state.;  nor  to  throw  the  blame  on 
one  party  or  to  defend  another. 

Such  a  review  would  be  of  no  advantage ;  it  would  only 
serve  to  confirm  a  truth  that  we  all  confess  to  our  own  con-* 
science,  to  wit :  that  every  party  has  contributed  its  share  to 
^  work  of  the  public  ruin ;  and  that  both  the  victors  and 
the  vanquidxed  have  alike  been  victims,  because  the  society 
^diich  we  form  has  always  been  so ;  because,  in  each  case,  a 
htcdoikf  not  a  principle,  has  triumphed. 

The  last  change,  however,  beyond  measure  bolder  and 
more  imprudent  than  those  which  preceded  it,  was  not  lim- 
ited, like  these,  to  the  mere  change  of  the  person  in  power, 
and  to  the  expansion  or  contraction  of  social  principles.  Those 
who  affected  it,  raising  their  views  to  higher  objects,  aimed 
at  the  entire  destruction  of  the  organization  of  society.  Ut« 
terly  regardless  of  the  character,  the  customs,  and  even  the 
vices  of  the  nation,  they  sought,  without  respect  to  the 
lengdk  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  our  independence 
was  achieved,  to  re-establish  anew,  in  Mexico,  a  form  of 
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gOTemment  for  whick  we  have  not  among  us  any  of  the 
bases  on  which  it  rests  in  Europe.  The  faction  which  enter- 
tained this  design,  unfortunately,  found  the  most  complete 
support  in  the  government  of  January,  under  whose  protec* 
tion  it  displayed  its  banner ;  and,  without  any  leserre,  bq;aii 
to  unfold  and  sustain  monarchical  principles ;  blasting  witb 
vile  calumnies  our  public  men,  bringing  our  afiairs  into  con- 
tempt by  means  of  m^ir^resentation  or  ridicule,  and  draw* 
ing  iiK>m  the  past,  as  thus  exhibited,  the  conclusion  that  the 
evils  of  the  country  arise  from  the  republican  system;  and 
diat  the  only  remedy  for  tkem  consists  in  the  measure  which 
they  dared  to  propose — ^the  erection  of  a  throne  for  a  fo- 
reigner. As  an  effective  means  of  attaining  this  end,  it 
dictated  the  summons  for  a  Congress,  which  should  represent 
iritat.is  called  the  aristocracy,  and  from  whose  bosom  the 
people  were  to  be  rejected  with  disdain  and  insult ;  as  bom, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  foction,  only  to  obey. 

In  vain  the  government,  on  installing  the  Congress,  en- 
deavored to  draw  back  from  this  erroneous  course ;  in  vain 
was  the  endeavor  made  of  changing  the  head  of  the  state  to 
prevent  the  appearance  of  a  new  era  in  puUic  affairs ;  in 
vain  did  the  cabinet,  on  the  first  of  August,  attempt  by  its 
initiative  measure  of  the  3d,  to  oppose  a  dyke  to  the  torrent 
of  public  opinion,  which  was  already  overflowing  its  banks 
to  overwhelm  the  oligarchical  administration.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  4th,  the  citadel  passed  the  sentence  of  death  upon 
-this  system,  and  two  days  sufficed  to  overthrow  it.  I,  who 
now  address  you,  had  already  seen  the  immense  mass  of 
public  evils ;  and  I  could  find  no  other  remedy  than  a  frank 
and  loyal  appeal  to  the  fountain  of  all  power,  by  calling  to- 
gether the  nation,  ^conformably  with  the  law  which  served  in 
1823  for  the  formation  of  the  constituent  congress ;  inviting, 
moreover,  his  Excellency  General  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa 
Anna  to  the  post  of  general-in-chief,  because  his  unquestion- 
able influence  vnth  the  army  was  the  best  guarantee  for  the 
iunion  of  that  meritorious  dass  with  the  people,  and  because 


deeirioBi  in  fayor  of  republican  prindples,  rendera  kim  the 
finnest  sapporter  of  this  system  against  the  perfidious  plans 
of  the  monafchical  party. 

I  now  begin  the  fulfillment  of  the  plan  (programme) 
which  has  been  announced^  by  publidiing  the  summons  for 
a  Congress  issued  in  1823,  without  any  other  yariations  than 
those  rendered  necessary  by  the  difference  of  times  and  of 
names,  or  any  additions  except  those  contained  in  the  three 
concluding  articles,  the  necessity  of  which  is  obvioua.  Let 
the  nation  then  come  forward  to  establish  its  government  in 
entire  freedomi  and  let  the  parties  engage  in  the  struggle  at 
the  proper  time,  and  in  a  legal  manner — into  that  struggle 
which  is  the  essence  of  the  representative  system.  Neither 
an  oligarchy,  nor  the  power  of  a  single  man,  shall  then  de- 
cide upon  our  future  lot.  If  the  result  of  the  election  should 
displease  any  faction,  it  will  have  no  right  to  complain,  as  it 
has  been  invited  to  the  work;  and  the  constitution  which 
diall  be  formed  will  be  Undoubtedly  legitimate. 

Meanwhile,  it  is  indispensable  that  all  former  compacts 
should  end,  as  they  are  all  either  stamped  with  nullity,  or 
objects  of  repugnance  to  a  portion  of  society ;  but  the  exist- 
ing common  laws,  and  those  which  the  provisional  govern- 
ment proposes  to  publish,  will  supply,  in  some  degree,  the 
void  necessarily  occasioned  by  the  present  state  of  thing8« 
Our  alliance  with  foreign  nations  will  be  in  no  wise  altered ; 
because  the  government,  faithful  to  its  treaties,  will  maintain 
the  worthy  representatives  of  friendly  nations,  as  well  as 
their  citizens,  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  privileges  and  con- 
siderations required  by  duty  and  harmony*  The  religion 
which  we  profess  has  nothing  to  fear ;  property  wUl  be  re- 
spected ;  individual  guarantees  will  be  maintained.  Frank- 
ness, honor,  honesty,  and  entire  devotion  to  republican  prin- 
ciples, are  the  basis  of  my  conduct.  I  ask  of  you,  fellow- 
citizens,  only  confidence  in  my  intentions,  and  effective  aid 
to  sustain  the  war  to  which  honor  and  idu^  oblige  us.  Our 
soldiers,  defending  our  national  independence  on  the  firontier, 


•Ad  the  peopk  aflurming,  tfaioiig)i  their  lepreaeiiltttiTeSy  the 
principles  of  eiril  liberty  and  definitiyely  oiguuziBg  the  re- 
public upon  them,  the  moyement  of  the  4th  of  Augaa!,  1846, 
will  be^  not  a  aeditioii,  but  a  revolution. 

JOSE  llABIAMO  D£  SALAS. 
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Fkom  thb  Abmt  or  thb  West. 

PROCLAMATION 
10  n»  vsmkvthMf  or  vsw  mbxioo,  bt  beioambi  •■vkbal  ••  w. 

OaaMkKWMQ  IBB  TBOOn  or  TBB  UBITBD  BTATBt  OT  TBB  tAMB. 

As  by  the  act  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  a  state  of  war 
exists  between  diat  govemment  and  the  United  States,  and 
as  the  undersigned,  at  the  head  of  his  troops  on  the  18th 
inst.,  took  possession  of  Santa  Fe,  the  capital  of  the  depart* 
ment  of  New  Mexico,  he  now  announces  his  intention  to 
hold  the  department  with  its  original  boundaries  (on  both 
sides  of  the  Del  Norte)  as  a  part  of  t^e  United  States,  and 
under  the  name  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico. 

The  undersigned  has  come  to  New  Mexico  with  a  strong 
military  force,  and  an  equally  strong  one  is  following  dose 
in  his  rear.  He  has  more  troops  than  necessary  to  put  down 
any  opposition  that  can  possibly  be  brought  against  him,  and 
therefore  it  would  be  but  folly  or  madness  for  any  dissatisfied 
or  discontented  persons  to  think  of  resisting  him. 

The  undersigned  has  instructions  from  his  government  to 
respect  the  religious  institutions  of  New  Mexico,  to  protect 
the  property  of  the  church,  to  cause  the  worship  of  those 
belonging  to  it  to  be  undisturbed,  and  tibeir  religious  rights 
in  the  amplest  manner  preserved  to  them.  Also,  to  protect 
the  person  and  property  of  all  quiet  and  peaceable  inhabitants 


^within  its  boundariesi  against  their  enemies^  the  Eutaws^  Na* 
vahoes,  and  others ;  and  while  he  assures  all  that  it  will  be 
his  pleasure  as  well  as  his  duty  to  comply  with  these  in« 
struet)ons»  h6  caDs  upon  ftem  to  exert  themselves  in  pre- 
serving order,  in  promoting  concordi  and  in  maintaining  the 
authority  and  efficiency  of  the  laws ;  and  to  require  of  those 
who  have  left  their  homes,  and  taken  up  arms  i^ainst  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  to  return  forthwith  to.  them,  or 
else  they  will  be  considered  as. enemies  and  traitors,  subject- 
ing their  persons  to  punishment,  and  their  property  to  seizure 
and  confiscation  for  the  benefit  of  die  publie  treasury.  It  is 
tke  widi  and  intention  of  the  United  States  to  provide  for 
New  Mexico  a  free  government  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
Similar  to  those  in  the  United  States,  and  the  people  of  New 
Mexico  will  then  be  called  upon  to  exercise  the  lig^  of 
freemen  in  electing  their  own  f epresentatives  to  the  territorial 
legislatures ;  but  until  this  can  be  done  the  laws  hitherto  in 
existence  will  be  continued  uiUil  changed  or  modified  by 
competent  authority,  and  those  persons  holding  office  will 
continue  in  the  same  for  the  present,  provided  they  will  con* 
sider  themselves  good  citizens  and  willing  to  take  the  oatli 
of  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  hereby  absolves  all  persons  residing 
within  the  boundaiy  of  New  Mexico  from  further  aU^ 
giance  to  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  hereby  claims  them 
as  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Those  who  remain  quiet 
and  peaceable  will  be  considered  as. good  citizens,  and 
receive  protection.  Those  who  are  found  in  arms,  or  in- 
stigating others  against  the  United  States,  will  be  con- 
sidered as  traitors,  and  treated  accordingly*  Don  Manuel 
Armijo,  the  late  Governor  of  this  department,  has  fled  from 
it.  The  undersigned  has  taken  possession  of  it  without 
firing  a  gun,  or  spilling  a  drop  of  blood,  in  which  he  most 
truly  rejoices,  and  for  the  present  will  be  considered  as 
governor  of  the  territory. 

Given  at  Santa  Fe,  the  capital  of  the  Territory  of  New 


^ 
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Mexico,  diis  22d  day  of  Aagtut,  1846,  and  in  fbe  Tlst  year 
of  the  independence  of  &e  United  States. 

By  the  Goremor, 

S.  W.  KEABNET,  Brig.  Gm. 


»^*^^^t^^^^^^^^^S0^^^^t^^^^^l^0^^^^^l0*^^0^0tt^^0^^^^^0^ 


To  TBB  IVHABITAITTa  OF  C^LlfOBl^. 

'  The  Central  Goremment  of  Mexico  having  commeiiced 
hostilities  against  ttie  United  States  of  America^  by  invadiog 
its  territory^  and  attacking  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
stationed  at  the  north  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  with  a  force  of 
seven  tibousand  men,  under  the  eommaad  of  Greneral  Arista^ 
which  army  was  totally  destroyed  and  all  their  artillery^  bag- 
gage, etc.,  eaptared  on  the  8th  and  9di  of  May  last,  by  a 
force  of  two  thousand  three  hundred  men^  under  the  com^ 
mand  of  General  Taylor,  and  the  city  of  Matamoras  taken 
and  occupied  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States, 

The  two  nations  being  actually  at  war  by  this  transaction, 
I  shall  hoist  the  standard  of  the  United  States  at  Monterey 
immediately,  and  shall  cany  it  throughout  California. 

I  declare  to  the  inhabitants  of  California,  that  although  I 
come  in  arms,  with  a  powerful  force,  I  do  not  come  among 
them  as  an  enemy  to  Calffiomia,  but  on  the  contrary,  I  come 
as  their  best  friend,  as  henceforward  California  will  be  a 
portion  of  the  United  States,  and  its  peaceable  inhabitants 
will  enjoy  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  the  citizens  of 
any  other  portion  of  that  nation,  with  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges they  now  enjoy ;  together  with  the  privilege  of  (loosing 
their  own  magistrates,  and  other  officers,  for  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  among  themselves,  and  the  same  protection 
will  be  extended  to  them  as  to  any  other  state  of  the  Union; 
Diey  will  also  enjoy  a  permanent  govemmeDt,  under  which 


life,  propeitj,  and  die  eonadtwdenal  rights  ^d  lawful  aecurity 
to  worship  the  Creator  in  a  way  most  congemal  to  each  ones 
sense  of  duty,  will  be  secure ;  which,  unfortunately,  the 
Central  Gorernment  of  Mexioo  cannot  affiurd  themt  destroyed 
as  her  resources  are,  by  internal  factions  and  corrupt  officers, 
who  create  constant  revolutions  to  promote  their  own  inter* 
ests,  and  oppress  the  people.  Under  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  California  will  be  free  from  all  such  troubles  and  ex- 
pense!), consequently  the  country  will  rapidly  advance  and 
inprove,  both  in  agriculture  and  commerce,)  as  of  course  the 
revenue  laws  will  be  the  same  in  California  as  in  all  other 
parts  of  the  United  States — afibrding  diem  all  manufactures 
and  produce  of  the  United  States,  free  from  any  duty,  and 
all  foreign  goods  at  one  quarter  of  the  duty  they  now  pay. 
A  great  increase  in  the  value  of  real  estate,  and  the  products 
of  California,  may  reasonably  be  expected. 

With  the  great  interest  and  kind  feelings  I  know  the  go- 
vernment and  people  of  the  United  States  possess  towards 
the  citizens  of  California,  the  country  cannot  but  improve 
more  rapidly  than  any  other  on  the  continent  of  America. 

Such  of  the  inhabitants  of  California,  whether  natives  or 
foreigners,  as  may  not  be  disposed  to  accept  the  high  privi- 
lege of  citizenship,  and  to  live  peaceably  under  the  free 
government  of  the  United  States,  will  be  aUowed  time  to 
dispose  of  their  property  and  to  remove  out  of  the  country, 
if  they  choose,  without  any  restriction ;  or  to  remain  in  it, 
observing  strict  neutrality. 

With  full  confidence  in  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  I  invite  the  judges,  alcaldes,  and 
other  civil  officers,  to  retain  their  offices  and  to  execute  their 
functions  as  heretofore,  that  the  public  tranquillity  may  not 
be  disturbed,  at  least,  until  the  government  of  the  territory 
can  be  more  definitely  arranged. 

All  persons  holding  titles  of  real  estate,  or  in  quiet  pos- 
session of  lands  under  color  of  right,  shall  have  their  titles 
and  rights  guaranteed  to  them.    All  churches,  a^d  the  pro- 


perty  they  contaiBi  in  posteMOii  of  Ifae  ckrgy  of  Cftlifomia^ 
tball  coBtmue  ia  dM  tane  rig^te  and  poneanoa  Aej  now 
enjoy. 

AU  profiaiona  and  aoppliea  of  every  kind,  faniislied  by 
the  inhabitaaCa  for  the  uae  cS  tfie  United  Statea*  ahipa  or 
troopa,  win  be  paid  fer  at  fair  ratea,  and  m>  priyate  property 
will  be  taken  for  pabUo  uae  withovt  Joat  eompenaation  at 
the  momentt. 

(SgnedO  JOHN  D.  8L0AT, 

in  the  Poeyk  Ocean. 

Earbor  tf  Monierey^  July  6,  1B46. ) 
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XX. 

General  Santa  Anna,  Commanber-in-Chtef  of  the  Lib- 
erating ARMTy  TO  General  Almonte,  Minibter  of 
War  of  the  Ricpublic  of  Mexico: 

Atotla,  1  o'clock  a.  M., 
SqpUnOer  14, 1846. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  you  favor  of  this  date,  acknow- 
ledging a  decree  issued  by  the  supreme  government  of  the 
nation,  embracing  a  programme  of  the  proceedings  adopted 
to  regulate  a  due  celebration  of  the  re-establishment  of  the 
constitution  of  1824,  the  assumption  by  myself  of  &e  su- 
preme EJxecutive  power,  and  the  anniversary  of  the  glorious 
cry  of  Dolores. 

My  satisfaction  is  eictreme  to  observe  the  enthusiasm 
wilh  which  preparations  are  made  to  celebrate  the  two  great 
blessings  which  have  fallen  upon  ftis  nation — her  indepen- 
dence and  her  liberty — and  I  am  penetrated  with  the  deepest 
gratitude  to  find  that  my  arrival  at  the  capital  will  be  made 
to  contribute  to  die  aolemnities  of  ao  great  an  occasion.     In 


Aurdiereiioe  of  tbis  object  I  shall  in«ke  my  erdfte  into  that 
city  to*monow  at  midday^  and  desire,  in  oontribtiting  my 
share  to  the  national  jubilee,  to  observe  such  a  course  as  may 
best  accord  with  my  duties  to  my  country — ^beloved  of  my 
heart— and  with  the  xespect  due  to  the  sorereign  wiU  of  the 
peoj^Ie. 

I  have  been  called  by  the  voice  of  my  felkw-citiz^ns  to 
exercise  tfie  oflice  of  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the 
lepublic.  I  was  far  from  my  nadve  land  when  intelligence 
of  this  renewed  confidence  and  of  these  new  obligations  im* 
{KMed  upon  ine  by  my  country  was  brought  to  me,  and  I  saw 
(bat  the  imminent  dangers  which  surrounded  her  on  all  sides' 
formed  the  chief  motive  for  caQifl^  me  to  the  head  of  the 
army.  I  now  see  a. terrible  contest  witli  a  perfidious  and 
daring  enemy  impending  over  her,  in  which  the  Mexican  re« 
puUie  must  reconquer  the  insignia  of  her  glory,  and  a  for- 
tunate issue  if  victorious,  or  disaj^pear  from  &e  face  of  the 
earth  if  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  defeated;  I  riso  see  a 
treacherous  taction  raising  its  head  firom  ber  bosom,  which 
is  calling  up  a  form  of  government  detested  by  the  united 
nation,  provoking  a  preferable  submission  to  a  foreign  domi- 
nion ;  and  I  behold,  at  last,  that  after  much  vacillation,  tfiat 
nation  ba^  resolved  to  establish  her  ri^t  to  act  for  herself, 
and  to  arrange  such  a  form  of  government  as  best  suits  ber 
widies.  All  this  I  have  observed,  and  turned  a  listening  ear 
to  the  cry  of  my  desolated  country,  satisfied  that  she  really 
needed  wkj  weak  services  at  so  important  a  period.  Hence 
I  bave  come  without  hesitation  or  delay  to  place  myself  in 
subjection  to  her  will ;  and,  desirous  to  be  perfectly  under- 
stood, upon  reaching  my  native  soil  I  gave  a  full  and  public 
expression  of  my  sentiments  and  principles,  l^e  reception 
whidi  they  met  convinced  me  that  I  had  not  deceived  my- 
self, and  I  am  now  the  more  confirmed  in  them,  not  from 
having  given  them  more  consideration,  but  because  they 
hsKft  fomod  a  general  edio  in  the  bearts  iji  my  fellow* 
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I  come,  then,  to  cany  my  riewa  into  opentioo,  and  ia 
compliance  with  the  mandate  of  my  country.  She  calls  me 
as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army ;  and  in  that  capacity  I 
stand  ready  to  serve.  The  enemy  occupies  our  haibois ;  be 
is  despoiling  us  of  the  richest  of  our  territorieB,  and  tihreatens 
us  with  his  domination !  I  go,  then,  to  the  head  of  the  Mexi* 
can  army — an  army  the  offspring  (e^o)  ot  a  free  people ;  and, 
joined  with  it,  I  will  fulfill  my  utmost  duty  in  opposing  the 
enemies  of  my  coantiy.  I  will  die  fighting,  or  lead  the  rm^ 
liant  Mesucans  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  triumph  to  which  diey 
are  alike  entitled  by  justice,  by  their  warlike  character,  and 
by  the  dignity  and  enthusiasm  which  they  have  preserred  of 
a  free  nation.  The  war  is  a  necessity  of  immediate  impor> 
tance ;  every  di^'s  delay  is  an  age  of  iniamy ;  I  cannot  ie» 
cede  from  die  position  which  the  nation  has  assigned  me :  I 
must  go  forward,  unless  I  would  draw  upon  raysdf  the  cen* 
sure  due  to  ifi^^atitude  for  the  favors  with  whiidi  I  have  been 
overwhelmed  by  my  fellow-citizens;  or  uaJiess  I  would  behold 
her  humbled  and  suffering  under  a  perpetuation  of  her  mia» 
fortunes. 

Your  excellency  will  at  once  perceive  how  great  an  error 
I  should  commit  in  assuming  the  supreme  m^istracy,  when 
my  duty  calls  me  to  the  field  to  fight  against  the  enemies  of 
the  republic.  I  ^ould  disgrace  myself,  if,  when  called  to 
the  point  of  danger,  I  should  spring  to  that  of  power.  Nei» 
ther  my  loyalty  nor  my  honor  requires  the  abandonment  of 
interests  so  dear  to  me.  The  single  motive  of  my  heart  is  to 
offer  my  compatriots  the  sacrifice  of  that  blood  which  yet 
runs  m  my  veins.  I  wish  them  to  know  thai  I  consecrate 
myself  entirely  to  their  service,  as  a  soldier  ought  to  do,  and 
am  only  desirous  further  to  be  permitted  to  point  out  the 
course  by  which  Mexico  mi^  attain  the  rank  to  whidi  her 
destinies  call  her. 

In  marching  against  the  enemy,  and  declining  lo  accept 
of  power,  I  give  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  my  sentiments ; 
leaving  the  nation  her  own  mistress,  at  liberty  to  dispose  of 
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herself  as  she  sees  fit.  The  elections  for  members  of  Con- 
gress to  form  the  constitution  which  the  people  wish  to  adopt 
are  proceeding.  That  Congress  will  now  soon  conyene,  and 
while  I  shall  be  engaged  in  the  conflict  in  armed  defence  of 
her  independence,  the  nation  will  place  such  safeguards  around 
her  liberties  as  may  best  suit  herself. 

If  I  should  permit  myself  for  a  sii^le  moment  to  take  the 
reins  of  goyemment  the  sincerity  of  my  promises  would  be 
rendered  questionable,  and  no  confidence  could  be  placed  in 
them* 

I  am  resolyed  that  they  shall  not  be  falsified,  for  in  their 
redemption  I.  behold  the  general  good,  as  well  as  my  honor 
as  a  Mexican  and  a  soldier.  I  cannot  abandon  this  posi- 
tion. The  existing  goyemment  has  pursued  a  course  with 
which  the  nation  has  shown  itself  content,  and  I  haye  no  de- 
sire to  subyert  it  by  taking  its  place,  I  feel  abundant  plea^ 
sure  in  remaining  where  I  am,  and  flatter  myself  that  the 
nation  will  applaud  my  choice.  I  shall  joyfully  accept  such 
tasks  as  she  diall  continue  to  impose  upon  me ;  and,  while 
she  IS  engaged  in  promoting  the  objects  of  ciyilization,  I  will 
braye  eyery  danger  in  supporting  its  benefits,  eyen.at  the  cost 
of  my  existence. 

Will  your  excellency  haye  the  goodness  to  tender  to  the 
supreme  goyemment  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  kindness.  I 
will  personally  repeat  them  to-morrow,  for  which  purpose  I 
propose  to  call  at  the  palace.  I  shall  there  embrace  my 
firiends,  and,  hastily  pressing  tbem  to  my  heart,  bid  ihem  a 
tender  fio'eweD,  and  set  out  for  the  scene  of  war,  to  lend 
my  aid  to  serre  my  country,  or  to  perish  amongst  its  roins. 

I  beg  to  repeat  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my  con* 
tinned  and  special  esteem. 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 
85 
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CIRCULAR 

▲DDESmD  BT  THB  MIVIBTEK  OF  BXTSBIOB  AKD  IBTIRIOB  BBLATIOBl  tO 
GOYBBBOBB  OP  TBB  StTBBAL  KEXiCAX  tTAm. 

Most  Excellent  Sib  :  On  the  14di  instant  tibe  port  of 
Tampico  was  occupied  by  the  American  troops  under  the 
terms  which  you  will  see  in  the  accompanying  docoments. 
This  event,  ^though  expected,  and  giving  no  triumph  to  our 
enemies,  since  they  only  occupy  what  has  been  abandoned, 
aggravates  nevertheless  the  situation  of  the  republic ;  for,  re- 
quiring new  means  of  defence,  it  likewise  imposes  new  duties 
and  couples  new  sacrifices.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
government  has  thought  proper  to  address  itself  to  the  nation ; 
and,  with  this  view,  his  excellency  the  General  charged  with 
the  supreme  executive  power,  has  ordered  this  department  to 
inform  you  officially  of  the  true  state  of  affairs. 

The  capitulation  of  Monterey  having  been  disproved  by 
the  United  States,  the  American  army  advanced  on  SaltiDo, 
tind  having  occupied  it,  is  now  directed  towards  San  Luis 
Potosi.  The  invasion  will  probably  extend  to  tiie  state  of 
Zacatecas,  and  there  are  grounds  for  believing  tfiat  those  of 
Sonora  and  Chihuahua  will  suffer  a  similar  fate.  At  the  same 
lime  the  state  of  Durango  is  laid  waste  by  savages,  who,  di- 
rected by  American  officers,  have  nearly  reached  the  capital. 
Masters  of  a  great  part  of  New  Leon  and  Tamaulipas,  the 
•invaders  have  extended  their  line  by  the  occupation  of  Tam- 
pico, and  are  preparing  perhaps  to  attempt  a  blow  at  AI- 
Tarado  and  Vera  Cruz.  In  the  state  of  Chiapas  there  are 
fears  that  the  government  of  Guatemala,  aided  and  urged  by 
the  United  States,  designs  to  invade  our  territory,  attempting 
to  take  possession  of  Zoconusco,  and  even  of  Chiapas  itself. 
Tobascot  finally,  is  blockaded,  and  in  part  subject  to  the 
invaders,  who  also  occupy  the  states  of  California  and  New 
Mexico. 
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The  picture  "which  I  have  just  sketched  is  certainly  sad^ 
but  true ;  and  you  will  see  by  it  that  the  whole  republic  is 
menaced,  that  the  peril  is  uniyersal,  and  that  the  moment 
has  consequently  arrived  in  which  any  sacrifice  should  be 
esteemed  small,  for  the  day  approaches  which  is  to  decide 
the  existence  of  die  nation.  The  govemmeiit  which  com- 
menced in  August  found  the  treasury  eidiausted,  since  the 
litde  which  remained  in  it  scarcely  sufficed  to  put  in  march 
■  the  first  brigades  of  the  army;  it  found  the  magazines 
empty,  confidence  destroyed,  and  public  spirit  dead,  for  tike 
administration  which  had  just  passed  away  had  caused  to  be 
lost  the  hope  of  triumph.  At  the  cost  of  incessant  wakeful* 
ness  and  sacrifices,  which  impartial  histoiy  will  seme  day 
appreciate,  the  government  has  succeeded,  in  less  than  four 
months,  in  organizing  a  respectable  army,  in  raising  every* 
where  die  national  g^ard,  and  in  vividly  exciting  enthusiasm 
and  ^e  sacred  love  of  the  country.  The  **  well  deserving" 
Greneral  Santa  Anna,  who  came  at  the  call  of  the  people,  is 
occupied  incessantly  in  the  discipl&e  of  new  corps,  and  in 
preparing  the  army  for  die  approadiing  campaign ;  and  the 
government,  anxious  to  fulfil  its  duties,  labors- day  and  night 
to  provide  the  necessary  resources ;  but  ordinary  ones  are 
not  sufficient,  and  it  is  necessary  to  recur  to  those  which^ 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  would  be  very  justly  con* 
demned.  The  revenues  being  separated  in  consequence  oi 
the  happy  re^establishment  of  the  federal  constitution,  the 
government  of  the  Union  now  lacks  die  most  productive  part 
of  the  interior  ones,  and  on  account  of  the  blockade  realizes 
nothing  of  the  large  products  of  the  maritime  custom-houses ; 
so  that,  while  the  expenses  have  extraordinarily  increased, 
the  means  have  extraordinarily  diminished. 

Thus,  while  laboring  incessaindy  at  the  rapid  establish- 
ment of  the  federal  system,  watching  over  public  order, 
attending  with  ardor  to  the  organization  of  the  national 
guard,  and  amid  the  gravest  cares  required  by  the  execu- 
tive departments  in  critical  epochs,  diat  which  the  govern- 


jlkeiit  hm  preferred^  that  ^riiieh  has  most  occupied  its  time  in 
this  complication  of  buaiiiess,  has  been  to  procure  the  iiece»> 
saij  aneans  to  sustain  the  war;  for  without  these  the  amy 
would  perish  before  seeing  Ihe  enemy-^^and  this  idea  is 
dreadfiil !  The  sovereign  Congress  will  assemble  in  a  few 
days ;  and  the  government^  knowing  by  itai  own  ecperienoe 
the  dirtress  caused  by  the  want  of  means,  wishes  to  divert  it 
in  part  frbm  that  august  assembly ;  and  for  this  purpose  has 
directed  that  you  stimulate  the  inhabitants  of  your  state  to 
contribute  to  the  prompt  influence  of  the  puUic  funds  in  dbe 
manner  that  their  pi^otism  may  dictate,  whether  wkk  do- 
nations in  money,  with  catde,  grain,  cht  munitions  for  the 
aimy ;  for,  I  repeat  it,  the  hour  of  sacrifice  has  come. 

HoWy  in  effect,  are  die  rich  proprietors  benefited  by  Aeir 
immense  estates,  if  they  are  to  be  shared  by  the  adventoxeis 
who  form  almost  the  whole  of  the  invading  army,  and  who 
are  stimulated,  not  by  glory,  but  by  the  desire  of  tasting  the 
delights  of  our  beautifiil  country  ?  How  are  the  rich  aaer^ 
chants  benefited  by  their  shops,  if  those  brilliant  diaptays  of 
luxury  but  serve  to  satiate  tbe  avarice  of  soldiers,  who,  with 
no  other  god  than  gold,  and  no  other  country  but  that  which 
feeds  them,  come  to  our  cities  to  enjoy  pleasures  which  they 
had  hardly  dared  to  dream  of?  Far  from  the  Government 
be  the  idea  that  there  can  be  any  Mexicans  who  look  forward 
to  the  conveniences  of  peace  whik  governed  by  the  Ameii- 
eans ;  for  such  peace  would  be  ignominious,  and  those  coa^ 
veniences  an  incessant  remorse,  since  they  would  be  the  re- 
sult of  not  having  made,  in  time,  the  sacrifices  now  required 
by  the  defence  o[  the  nati(m. 

In  this  war  it  is  not  merely  die  question  to  recover  the 
usurped  territory,  but  to  hinder  new  usurpations,  to  save  the 
honor  of  our  own  name,  to  defend  the  national  independence. 
The  question  is,  whether  Mexico  diall  be,  or  cease  to  be,  a 
people  worthy  of  figuring  in  the  register  of  firee  nations  ? 
'Whether  our  religion,  our  language,  our  manners,  shall  be 
preserved  ?     Whether,  finally,  the  race  of  the  north  is  to 
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domineer  in  the  new  world  orer  the  generous  race  of  the 
•outh !  This  is  the  terrible  question  now  to  be  decided ;  and 
between  glorj  and  shame  there  is  no  mean  to  qhoose.  Either 
transmit  to  our  diildren  a  name  exalted  by  victory  and  a 
rich,  great)  and  sovereign  country^  or  we  oblige  them  to 
erase  our  memory,  and  to  water  with  tears  of  despair  the 
cities  goremed  by  Americans,  the  districts  depopulated  by 
Ihe  tread  of  the  savage. 

That  proud  coafederacy,  whose  government  insults  with 
its  acts  t^  ashes  of  Washington ;  tiiat  population  which  is 
composed  in  part  of  avaricious  m^chants,  for  whom  all 
grand  ideas,  all  generous  thoughts,  are  subordinate  to  in* 
terest ;  those  pretended  democratic  states  who  excommunicate 
all  who  have  a  single  drop  of  the  blood  which  the  whites 
would  consider  as  distinct  from  their  own,  and  who  traffic 
unworthily  in  the  creatures  of  God,  are  likewise  risking  their 
existoace  in  this  war ;  for  tiiey  have  in  their  bosom  a  thou- 
sand conflicting  elements.  For  there  also  are  parties,  there 
also  are  sensible  men  who  acknowledge  the  justice  of  our 
cause ;  there  also  are  feeling  and  honorable  hearts  who  can* 
not  tolerate  the  traffic  in  human  flesh;  and  because  the 
enormous  expenses  which  they  must  defray  have  exhausted 
the  treasury,  and  the  day  is  not  distant  when  contributions 
will  become  necessary ;  and  your  excellency  knows  that  a 
angle  contribution  will  cause  tiie  people  of  the  United. States 
to  rise ;  for  where  men  calculate  by  figures,  these,  and  not 
duty,  are  the  rule  of  their  actions. 

This  imminent  peril  is  not  concealed  from  the  Ameri^ 
cans ;  and  now  that  tiiey  have  seen  the  Mexican  nation  rise 
up  to  repel  them,  they  appeal  to  calumny  as  an  efficacious 
means  of  sowing  discord  and  inspiring  mistrust.  With  that 
ignoble  end  it  has  been  given  out  that  General  Santa  Anna  is 
compromited  to  make  peace,  flattered  with  the  hope  of  ob- 
taining the  control  of  the  republic.  But  that  idea  cannot  be 
sustained  ndien  it  is  considered  that  General  Santa  Anna 
need  not  be  a  traitor  to  become  the  first  man  of  Mexico ; 
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and  that  he  need  not  trarel  that  road  of  perfidy  and  diame 
to  reach  the  temple  of  immortality.  More  easy  and  sure  is 
his  present  path ;  and  the  goyemment  which  knows  his  noble 
sentiments  and  is  convinced  of  his  loyalty  and  patriotism, 
repels  in  the  face  of  the  nation  the  infiunous  calumny,  and 
protests  in  its  name  against  an  idea  only  intended  to  sow 
doubt,  and  thus  reap  indiflerence.  Peihaps  at  other  epochs 
peace  might  be  possible  ;  but  after  the  first  shot  is  fired,  and 
the  first  drop  of  blood  is  shed,  there  can  be  no  negotiation 
except  in  the  case  where  that  negotiation  so  insures  our 
rights,  and  ao  leares  our  honor  unstained,  that  the  civilised 
world  shall  respect  and  even  our  enemies  esteem  us.  The 
sovereign  Congress  then,  if  it  thinks  proper,  can  make  peace ; 
the  [executive]  government  neither  can  nor  would  do  other 
than  make  war. 

It  is  true  that  the  nation,  distracted  by  so  many  revolu- 
tions, is  not  now  as  powerful  as  when  it  took  its  place  amimg 
sovereign  states ;  but  the  hour  has  arrived  to  show  to  the 
eyes  of  Europe  that,  if  its  energies  are  weakened  by  advo^ 
sity,  its  patriotism  and  its  valor  have  never  been  crushed  by 
fear,  and  that  it  is  absolutely  decided  that  its  name  diall  be 
erased  fi'om  the  catalogue  of  nations  by  die  edge  of  the 
American  sword  before  subscribing  its  ignominy  and  infiamy 
in  a  shameful  treaty. 

Such  are  the  sentiments  of  the  government ;  and  in  mani- 
festing them  to  your  excellency,  with  the  assurance  that  such 
will  be  those  of  the  state  under  your  worthy  charge,  I  reite- 
rate my  just  regard  and  due  consideration. 

Ged  and  Liberty. 

LAFRA6NA. 

Merkc^  ybvember  97,  1846. 
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To  Col  A«  W.  Donifban,  comkamdiko  Americah  fobces 

Of  TH£  STATE  OV  ChIHUABCA. 

HlAD-^VABTBU  BaT.  Mo.  LlOHT  AbT1IiUBT« 

Ony  nemr  C^kuakua^  MixuOy  Monk  9,  1847. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that,  agreeably  to  your 
instructions^  I  left  the  camp  near  Sanz,  on  the  morning  of  the 
28th  ultimo,  accompanied  by  my  adjutant,  Lieutenant  L.  D. 
Walker,  and  non-commissioned  staff,  and  proceeded  in  ad* 
Tance  to  a  position  commanding  a  full  view  of  the  enemy's 
camp  and  entrenchments,  situated  about  (bur  miles  distant 
from  this  point  The  enemy  was  discovered  to  be  in  force, 
awaiting  our  approach,  having  occupied  the  ridge  and  neigh- 
boring heij^ts  about  Sacramento. 

Upon  examination,  it  was  ascertained  that  his  entrench- 
ments and  redoubts  occupied  the  brow  of  an  elevation  ex- 
tending across  the  ridge  between  the  Arroyo  Seco  and  that 
of  Sacramento — ^both  of  which,  at  this  point,  cross  the  valley 
from  the  elevated  ridge  of  mountains  in  the  rear  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Torreon,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Sierre  de  Viclo- 
rianto,  that  of  Nombreo  de  Dios  on  the  east,  and  through 
which  runs  the  £io  del  Nombreo  de  Dios.  This  valley  is 
about  four  miles  in  width,  and  entrenched  by  the  enemy  en- 
tirely across  from  mountain  to  mountain,  the  road  to  the  city 
of  Chihuahua  running  directly  through  its  centre— and  of 
necessity  passing  near  to,  and  crossing  the  Rio  Sacramento 
at  the  Rancho  Sacramento,  a  strongly  built  and  fortified 
house,  with  adjoining  corrals,  and  at  other  enclosures,  be^ 
longing  to  Angel  Trias,  the  Governor  of  Chihuahua. 

From  observation,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had 
occupied  the  site  between  these  hills,  and  that  the  batteries 
upon  them  were  supported  by  infantry — ^his  cavalry  being  in 
advanced  positions,  formed  into  three  columns,  between  the 
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Arroyo  Seco  and  our  advance.  Burixtg  these  observations, 
the  enemy's  advanced  guard  discovering  my  party,  ap- 
proached rapidly,  with  the  evident  intention  of  intercepting 
it,  but  being  met  by  that  of  our  troops  which  I  had  sent  for- 
ward, it  as  rapidly  retreated.  At  this  time  also,  the  three 
columns  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  re«crosied  the  Arroyo  Seco, 
and  retired  behind  their  entrenchments.  I  there  approadied 
within  six  hundred  yards  of  the  most  advanced  redoubt, 
fix>m  which  point  the  enemy's  formation  was  plainly  dis- 
eemable* 

The  entrenchments  consisted  of  a  line,  with  interrals 
composed  of  circular  redoubts,  from  three  to  fire  himdred 
yards'  interval,  with  entrenchments  between  each,  covering 
batteries  partly  masked  by  cavalry.    The  redoubt  nearest  to 
my  position  contained  two  pieces  of  cannon,  supported  by 
several  hundred  infantxy.    The  enemy's  rig^t  and  left  were 
strong  positions — ^the  Cerro  Frijoles  on  his  right,  and  having 
high  precipitous  sides,  with  a  redoubt  commanding  the  sur- 
rounding country,  and  the  pass  leading  towards  Chihuahoa, 
through  the  Arroyo  Seco.    The  Cerro  Sacramento  on  his  left, 
consisting  of  a  pile  of  immense  volcanic  rocks,  surmounted 
by  a  battery,  commanding  the  main  road  to  Chihuahua, 
leading  directly  in  front  of  the  enemy's  entrenchments ; — 
crossing  the  Rio  Sacramento  at  the  rancho,  dnrectly  under  its 
fire,  and  also  commanding  the  road  from  Terreon,  imme- 
diately in  its  rear,  the  crossing  of  the  main  road  over  the 
Arroyo  Seco,  at  the  point  from  which  my  reoonnoisance  was 
made,  laid  directly  under  the  fire  of  the  batteries  on  the 
enemy's  right,  which  rendered  it  ilecessary  to  ascertain  die 
practicability  of  a  route  more  distant  from  the  enemy's  en- 
trenchments. 

The  passage  was  found  to  be  practicable,  with  some  Htde 
labor,  and  a  point  selected  as  the  best  for  the  passage  of  the 
artillery  and  wagons,  and  merchant  trains.  The  whole  point 
of  the  enemy's  line  of  entrenchments  appeared  to  be  about 
two  miles,  and  his  force  three  thousand  men.     The  artillery 


being  masked^  the  number  and  calibre  of  the  cannon  could 
not  be  estimated.  Further,  I  hare  the  honor  to  report,  that 
the  battalion  of  artillery  under  my  command,  composed  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  men,  and  seven  officers,  with  a  battery 
of  six  pieces  of  artillery,  were,  on  the  morning  of  the  battle, 
directed  to  form  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Wei^tman, 
between  the  two  columns  of  merchants*  and  provision  wag- 
ons, being  thus  masked  from  the  view  of  the  enemy* 

In  this  Qolumn  my  troops  continued  the  march  to  widiin 
fifteen  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  most  advanced  posi* 
tion ;  our  direction  was  then  changed  to  the  right,  and  the 
eolumn  having  crossed  the  Arroyo  Seeo,  without  reach  of  the 
enemy's  tire,  rapidly  advanced  towards  the  table  land  be- 
tween the  Seco  and  Sacramento.  At  this  time  the  enemy 
vras  perceived  advancing  from  his  entrenchments,  to  prevent 
our  seizing  upon  the  heights ;  but  by  «  rapid  movement  of 
the  battery  it  was  quickly  drawn  from  its  mask,  and  seizing 
upon  a  favorable  position,  protected  in  the  rear  by  a  mask, 
from  the  attack  of  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  ascer- 
tained to  be  hanging  on  our  rear,  it  was  formed  and  at  once 
opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  cavalry  rapidly  advancing 
upon  us. 

At  this  time  his  charging  columns  were  about  nine  hun- 
dred yards  distant,  and  the  effect  of  our  grape  shot  and 
shells  was  such  as  to  break  his  ranks,  and  throw  his  cavalry 
into  confusion.  The  enemy  now  rapidly  deployed  into  line, 
bringing  up  his  artillery  from  the  entrenchments.  During 
this  time  our  line  was  preparing  for  a  charge— ^my  artillery 
advancing  by  hand  and  firing.  The  enemy  now  opened  a 
heavy  fire  of  cannon  upon  our  line,  mainly  directed  upon 
the  battery,  but  with  little  effect.  Lieutenant  Dom  had  his 
horse  shot  under  him  by  a  nine-pound  ball,  at  this  stage  of 
the  action,  and  several  mules  and  oxen  in  the  merchant  wa- 
gons, in  our  rear,  were  wounded  or  killed,  which,  however, 
was  the  only  damage  d<»ne.  The  fire  of  our  cannon  at  this 
time  had  sudi  good  efket  as  to  dismount  one  of  the  enemy's 
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pieces,  and  completely  to  diBperse  his  caralij  and  drive  him 
fiN>m  his  position,  forcing  him  to  again  retire  behind  his  en- 
trenchments. 

For  a  short  time,  the  firing  on  either  side  now  ceased, 
and  the  enemy  appeared  to  be  removing  his  cannon  and 
wounded,  whilst  our  line  prepared  to  change  position,  and 
move  towards  the  right,  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  a  more 
advantageous  ground.  Our  object  being  soon  gained,  the  order 
to  advance  was  given,  and  immediately  after  I  was  directed 
to  send  the  section  of  howitzers  to  support  a  charge  upon  the 
enemy's  left.  I  immediately  ordered  Captain  R.  H.  Wei^t- 
man  to  detach  the  section  composed  of  two  twelve-pound 
mountain  howitzers,  mounted  upon  carriages  constructed  es- 
pecially for  field  prairie  service,  and  drawn  by  two  horses 
each.  These  were  commanded  by  Lieutenants  £.  F.  Chou* 
teau  and  H.  D.  Evans,  and  manned  by  some  twienty  men, 
whose  conduct  in  this  action  cannot  be  too  much  commended. 

Captain  Weightman  charged  at  full  gallop  upon  the  ene- 
my's left,  preceded  by  Captain  Reid  and  his  company  of 
horse,  and  after  crossing  a  ravine  some  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  from  the  enemy,  he  unlimbered  the  guns  within  S&j 
yards  of  the  entrenchment  and  opened  a  destructive  fire  of 
oanister  into  his  ranks,  which  was  warmly  returned,  but  with- 
out effect.  Captain  Weightman  again  advanced  upon  the 
entrenchments,  passing  through  it  in  the  face  of  the  enemy, 
and  within  a  few  feet  of  the  ditches,  and  in  the  midst  of 
cross  fires  from  three  directions,  again  opened  his  fire  to 
the  right  and  left  with  such  effect,  that,  with  a  formidable 
charge  of  the  cavalry  and  dismounted. men  of  your  own  regi- 
ment and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mitchell's  escort,  the  enemy 
were  driven  from  the  breast-worics  on  our  right  in  great  con- 
fiision. 

At  this  time  under  a  heavy  cross  fire  firom  the  battery  of 
four  six-pounders,  under  lieutenants  Dom,  Kribben,  and 
Lt^baume,  upon  the  enemy's  right,  supported  by  Major  Gilpin 
on  the  left,  and  the  wagon  train,  escorted  by  two  companies 
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of  infantiy  under  captains  E.  F.  Glasgow  and  SIdllman  in 
tbe  rear.  Major  Gilpin  charged  upon  the  enemy's  centre  and 
forced  him  from  his  entrenchments  under  a  heavy  fire  of  ar- 
tfflery  and  small  arms.  At  the  same  time  the  fire  of  our  own 
batteries  was  opened  upon  the  enemy's  extreme  right,  from 
which  a  continued  fire  had  been  kept  up  upon  our  line  and 
the  wagon  train.  Two  of  the  enemy's  guns  weie  now  soon 
dismounted  on  their  right,  that  battery  silenced,  and  the  enemy 
dislodged  from  the  redoubt  on  the  Cerro  Frijoles. 

Perceiving  a  body  of  lancers  forming  for  the  purpose  of 
outflanking  our  left  and  attaddng  the  merchant  train  under 
Captain  Glasgow,  I  again  opened  upon  them  a  very  destruc- 
tive fire  of  grape  and  spherical  case  shot,  which  soon  cleared 
the  left  of  our  line.  The  enemy,  vacating  his  entrench- 
ments and  deserting  his  guns,  was  hotly  pursued  towards 
the  mountains  beyond  Cerro  Frijoles,  and  down  Arroyo 
Seco  la  Sacramento,  by  both  wings  of  the  army  under  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Mitchell,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jackson,  and 
Major  Gilpin,  and  by  Captain  Weightman,  with  the  i^ction 
of  howitzers.  During  this  pursuit  my  officers  repeatedly 
opened  their  fires  upon  the  retreating  enemy  with  great 
effect. 

To  cover  this  flight  of  the  enemy's  forces  from  the  en* 
trenched  camp,  the  heaviest  of  his  cannon  had  been  taken 
from  the  entrenchments  to  Cerro  Sacramento,  and  a  heavy 
fire  opened  upon  our  pursuing  forces  and  the  wagons  follow* 
ing  in  the  rear.  To  silence  this  battery,  I  had  the  honor  to 
anticipate  your  order  to  that  effect  by  at  once  occupying  the 
nearest  of  the  enemy's  entrenchments,  1,826  yards  distant^ 
and,  notwithstanding  the  elevated  position  of  the  Mexican 
battery,  giving  him  a  plimging  fire  into  my  entrenchment, 
which  was  not  defiled,  and  the  greater  range  of  his  long 
nine-pounders,  the  first  fire  of  our  guns  dismounted  one  of 
his  largest  pieces,  and  the  fire  was  kept  up  with  such  brisk- 
ness and  precision  of  aim  that  the  battery  was  soon  silenced 
and  the  enemy  seen  precipitately  retreating. 
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The  fire  'wbb  then  continned  upon  the  nmcho  Saen^entOy 
and  the  enemy's  ammunition  and  wagon-traini  retreating  upon 
die  road  to  CSiifauahua.  By  their  fire  the  booae  and  sereral 
wagons  were  rendered  untenable  and  useleaa.  By  this  time 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Mitchell  had  sealed  the  hill,  fottowed  by 
the  section  of  howitsers  under  Captain  Weig^tman,  and  the 
last  position  of  the  Mexican  forces  was  taken  possession  of 
by  our  troops,  thus  leaTing  the  American  forces  masters  of 
the  field.  Haying  silenced  the  fire  firom  Cerro  Sacramento, 
one  battery  was  remored  into  the  plain  at  the  rancho,  where 
we  gained  the  road,  and  were  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  when 
I  reeeiyed  your  order  to  return  and  encamp  within  the  ene- 
my's entrenchments  for  the  night. 

From  the  time  of  first  opening  my  fire  upon  the  Mexican 
eavalry,  to  the  cessation  of  the  firing  upon  Ifae  rancho  and 
battery  of  Sacramento,  was  about  three  hours ;  and  during 
the  whole  time  of  the  action,  I  take  the  utmost  pleasure  in 
stating  tiiat  every  officer  and  man  of  my  command  did  his 
duty  Vith  cheerfulness,  coolness,  and  precision,  which  is 
sufficiently  shown  by  tiie  admirable  effiset  produced  by 
their  fire,  the  great  accuracy  of  their  aim,  their  expedition 
and  ingenuity  in  supplying  deficiencies  in  the  field  during 
action,  and  the  prompt  management  of  their  pieces*— ren- 
dered still  more  remarkable  from  the  fact  that  I  had,  during 
the  fight,  less  than  two-thirds  the  number  of  cannoniers  gei^ 
erally  required  for  the  service  of  lig^t  artillery,  and  but  four 
of  the  twelve  artillery  carriages  belonging  to  my  battery  were 
harnessed  to  horses,  the  remaining  eig^t  carriages  being  har* 
nessed  to  mules  of  the  country. 

During  the  day  my  staff  were  of  the  greatest  service- 
Adjutant  Leo.  D.  Walker  having  been  sent  with  the  howitzers, 
and  the  non-commissioned  officers  remaining  with  me  to  as- 
sist in  the  service  of  the  battery.  In  this  action  the  troops 
under  your  command  have  captured  one  nine-pounder  moun* 
ted  on  a  dieek*trail  carriage,  one  nine-sunder,  one  six* 
pounder,  and  seven  four-pounder  guns,  all  mounted  on  new 
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Stock-trail  camagesu  These  pieces  were  manufactiured  in 
Chihuahua^  except  the  six-pounder,  which  is  an  old  S^anidh 
piece.  Three  of  the  four-pounders  were  made  at  the  mint  in 
Chihuahua.  Seven  of  the  ten  pieces  were  spiked,  but  have 
been  unspiked  since  their  capture ;  four  of  these  were  ren- 
dered unserviceable  in  the  action;  one,  entirely  dismounted, 
was  seized  by  my  adjutant  whilst  in  the  act  of  being  dragged 
from  the  field  by  the  retreating  enemy.  There  were  also 
taken  two  pieces  of  artillery  mounting  three  wall  pieces  of 
one  and  a  half  inch  calibre  each,  and  these  are  formidable 
weapons  upon  a  charging  force.  With  these  twelve  pieces 
of  artillery  was  taken  a  due  proportion  of  ammunition,  imple- 
ments, harness,  mules,  8lc.,  and  they  may  be  rendered  ser- 
viceable by  being  properly  repaired  and  manned. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  gratitude  to  the  Ruler  of  all  battles, 
that  I  have  now  the  honor  to  report  that  not  a  man  of  my 
command  has  been  hurt,  nor  any  animals,  with  the  exception 
of  one  horse  killed  under  Lieutenant  Dom,  chief  of  the  first 
section  of  six-pound  guns,  and  one  mule,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  shot  under  one  of  the  cannoniers,  neither  has 
a  gun  or  other  carriage  of  my  battery  been  touched,  except 
in  one  instance,  when  a  nine-pound  ball  struck  the  tire  of  a 
wheel,  without  producing  injury.  This  is  a  fact  worthy  of 
notice,  that  so  little  damage  was  done  to  a  command  so 
greatly  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire,  and,  of  itself,  made  a 
point  of  attack  by  the  enemy,  if  I  may  so  judge  by  the 
showers  of  cannon  and  other  shot  constantly  poured  into  us, 
as  long  as  the  enemy  continued  to  occupy  his  position. 

I  might  call  your  attention  to  the  individual  instances  of 
personal  courage  and  good  conduct  of  the  men  of  my  com- 
mand, as  well  as  of  the  intrepid  bravery,  cool  and  deter* 
mined  courage  of  many  of  your  own  regiment,  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Mitchell's  escort,  who  charged  with  us  upon  the 
enemy's  works,  were  it  not  impossible,  in  any  reasonable 
space,  to  name  so  many  equally  worthy  of  distinction ;  and 
did  I  not  presume  that  other  field-officers,  on  that  occasion. 
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'would  report  the  proceedings  of  their  own  commandSy  and 
die  praiseworthy  conduct  of  their  own  officers  and  men. 
With  hig^  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  LEWIS  CLARK, 
Mofor  Commanding  BaUaUan  Mo.  Light  JirHUerp. 
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XXffl. 

[tbavsj^tior.] 

Summons  of  Santa  Anna  to  General  Taylor. 
You  are  surrounded  by  twenty  thousand  men,  and  can- 
not, in  any  humam  probability,  avoid  suffering  a  rout,  and 
being  cut  to  pieces  with  your  troops ;  but  as  you  deserve 
consideration  and  particular  esteem,  I  widi  to  save  you  from 
such  a  catastrophe,  and  for  that  purpose  give  you  this  notice, 
in  order  that  you  may  surrender  at  discretion,  under  the 
assurance  that  you  will  be  treated  with  the  consideration  be- 
longing to  the  Mexican  character,  to  which  end  you  vnll  be 
granted  an  hour's  time  to  make  up  your  mind,  to  commence 
from  the  moment  when  my  flag  of  truce  arrives  in  your  camp* 
With  this  view,  I  assure  you  of  my  particular  consideration. 
God  and  Liberty. 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

Camp  at  EneanMa^  February  33,  1847. 

To  Gen.  Z.  Taylor,  commanding  the  forces  qftheU.S. 

HiAD-QUARTCRS,  ArMT  OF  OcCUPATIOlf,  ) 

Ifear  Buena  Fiaith  February  83, 1847«     ) 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date,  summoning  me 
to  surrender  my  forces  at  discretion,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that 
I  decline  acceding  to  your  request 

With  high  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serv*!, 

Z.  TAYLOR. 
Major  General  U.  8.  Army  commanding. 
Senor  General  D.  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna, 

Commander4n-^Chieff  La  Encantada. 
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XXV. 

HCAD-qUASTIRS  Or  TBI  ABMT  Of  TBI  U.  8.  OF  AmBSICA,  > 

Camp  WoikingUnh  htfore  Vara  Ouz^  March  2d,1847.     > 

The  undersigned.  Major  General  Scott,  General-in-chief 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  addition  to 
the  close  blockade  of  the  coast  and  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  pre- 
viously established  by  the  squadron  under  Commodore  Con- 
ner, of  the  navy  of  the  said  states,  having  now  fully  invested 
the  said  city  with  an  overwhelming  army,  so  as  to  render  it 
impossible  that  its  garrison  should  receive  from  without  suc- 
cor or  reinforcement  of  any  kind :  and  having  caused  to  be 
established  batteries,  competent  to  the  speedy  reduction  of 
the  city,  he,  the  undersigned,  deems  it  due  to  the  courtesies 
of  war  in  like  cases,  as  well  as  the  rights  of  humanity,  to 
summon  his  excellency,  the  governor  and  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz  to  surrender  the  same  to  the 
arms  of  the  United  States  of  America,  present  before  the 
place. 

The  undersignect,  anxious  to  spare  the  beautiful  city  of 
Vera  Cruz  from  the  imminent  hazard  of  demolitionr-its  gal- 
lant  defenders  from  a  useless  effusion  of  blood,  and  its 
peaceful  inhabitants-— women  and  children  inclusive-^from 
the  inevitable  horrors  of  a  triumphant  assault,  addresses  this 
summons  to  the  intelligence,  the  gallantly,  and  patriotism,  no 
less  than  to  the  humanity  of  his  excellency  the  governor  and 
commander-in-chief  of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  undersigned  is  not  accurately  informed  whether  both 
the  city  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  castle  of  San  Juan  d'UUoa  be 
under  the  command  of  his  excellency,  or  whether  each  place 
has  its  own  independent  commander ;  but  the  undersigned, 
moved  by  the  considerations  adverted  to  above,  may  be  wil- 
ling to  stipulate  that,  if  the  city  should  by  capitulation  be 

garrisoned  by  a  part  of  his  troops,  no  missile  shall  be  fired 
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from  within  the  city,  or  from  its  bastions  or  walls,  upon  the 
castle,  unless  the  castle  should  previously  fire  upon  the  city. 
The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  tender  to  his  distin- 
guished opponent,  his  excellency,  the  goyemor  and  comman- 
der-in-chief of  Vera  Cruz,  the  assurance  of  the  hig^  respect 
and  consideration  of  the  undersigned. 

WINFIELD  SOOTT. 


TEAir8I.ATI0K. 

The  undersigned.  Commanding  General  of  the  firee  and 
soTereign  state  of  Vera  Cruz,  has  informed  himself  of  the 
contents  of  the  note  which  Major  General  Scott,  general-in- 
chief  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  has  addressed  to 
him  under  date  of  to*day,  demanding  the  surrender  of  this 
place  and  the  castle  of  Ulloa ;  and,  in  answer,  has  to  say, 
that  the  above-named  fortress,  as  well  as  this  place,  depend 
on  his  authority ;  and  it  being  his  principal  duty,  in  order  to 
prove  worthy  of  the  confidence  placed  in  him  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  nation,  to  defend  both  points  at  all  cost,  to  eflect 
which  he  counts  upon  the  necessary  elements,  and  will  make 
it  good  to  the  last :  therefore  his  excellency  can  commence 
his  operations  of  war  in  the  manner  which  he  may  consider 
most  advantageous. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  return  to  the  General- 
in-chief  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  the  demonstrations 
of  esteem  he  may  be  pleased  to  honor  him  with. 

God  and  Liberty ! 

JUAN  MORALES. 

Vera  Cruz^  March  S9,  1847. 

To  Major  General  Scott,  general-in'Chief  of  the  forces  of 
the  United  States ^  situated  in, sight  of  titis  place. 
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XXVI. 

Abticles  of  Capitulation  of  the  City  of  Vera  Cruz 
AND  THE  Castle  of  San  Juan  D'Ulloa. 

PuKRTK  DK  HoRiros,  UfUhotU  the  walk  cf  Vera  Oruz^  ) 

Saturday,  March  27,  1847.      ) 

Terms  of  capitulation  agreed  upon  by  the  Commissioners^ 

viz: 

Generals  W.  J.  Worth  and  G.  J.  Pillow,  and  ColonelJ.  G.  Tot- 
ten,  chief  engineer  on  the  part  of  Major  General  Scott,  general-in- 
chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States ;  and  Colonel  Jose  Gutier- 
rez de  Yillanueva,  lieutenant-colonel  of  engineers,  Manuel  Robles, 
and  Colonel  Pedro  de  Herrera,  commissioners  appointed  by  general 
of  brigade  Don  Jose  Juan  Landero,  commanding  in  chief  Vera 
Cruz,  the  castle  of  San  Juan  d*Ulloa,  and  their  dependencies,  for  the 
surrender  to  the  arms  of  the  United  States  of  the  said  forts,  with 
their  armaments,  munitions  of  war,  garrisons,  and  arms. 

1.  The  whole  garrison  or  garrisons  to  be  surrendered  to  the  arms 
of  the  X/nited  States,  as  prisoners  of  war,  the  29th  instant  at  10 
o'clock,  A.  M.;  the  garrisons  to  be  permitted  to  march  out  with  all 
the  honors  of  war,  and  to  lay  down  their  arms  to  such  officers  as 
may  be  appointed  by  the  general-in-chief  of  the  United  States  ar- 
mies, and  at  a  point  to  be  agreed  upon  by  the  commissioners. 

2.  Mexican  officers  shall  preserve  their  arms  and  private  effects, 
including  horses  and  horse  furniture,  and  to  be  allowed,  regular  and 
irregular  officers,  as  also  the  rank  and  file,  five  days  to  retire  to  their 
respective  homes  on  parole,  as  hereinafter  prescribed. 

3.  Coincident  with  the  surrender,  as  stipulated  in  article  1st,  the 

Mexican  flags  of  the  various  forts  and  stations,  shall  be  struck,  salut- 

I 

ed  by  their  own  batteries ;  and  immediately  thereaAer  forts  San- 
tiago and  Conception  and  the  castle  of  San  Juan  d'Ulloa  occupied  by 
ihe  forces  of  the  United  States. 

4.  The  rank  and  file  of  the  regular  portion  of  the  prisoners  to 
be  disposed  of,  after  surrender  and  parole,  as  their  general-in-chief 
may  desire,  and  the  irregular  to  be  permitted  to  return  to  their 
hoipet ;  the  officers,  in  regard  toall  arms  and  descriptions  of  force, 
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giving  the  usaal  parole  that  the  said  rank  and  file,  as  weU  as  them- 
selves,  shall  not  serve  again  until  duly  exchanged. 

6.  All  the  materid  of  war,  and  all  public  property  of  every 
description  found  in  the  city,  the  castle  of  San  Juan  d'Ulloa,  and 
their  dependencies,  to  belong  to  the  United  States  ;  but  the  arma- 
ment of  the  same  (not  injured  or  destroyed  in  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  the  actual  war)  may  be  considered  as  liable  to  be  restored  to 
Mexico  by  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace. 

6.  The  sick  and  wounded  Mexicans  to  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
the  city,  with  such  medical  officers  and  attendants  and  ofiicers  of 
the  army  as  may  be  necessary  to  their  care  and  treatment 

7.  Absolute  protection  is  solemnly  guarantied  to  persons  in  the 
city,  and  property;  and  it  is  clearly  understood  that  no  private 
building  or  property  is  to  be  taken  or  used  by  the  forces  of  the 
United  States  without  previous  arrangement  with  the  owners,  and 
for  a  fair  equivalent. 

8.  Absolute  freedom  of  religious  worship  and  ceremonies  is  so- 
lemnly guarantied. 

(Signed  in  duplicate.) 

W.  J.  WORTH,  Brigadier-General, 

GID.  J.  PILLOW,  Brigadier-General, 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEN,  Colonel  and  Chief  Engineer, 

JOSE  GUTIERREZ  DE  VILLANUEVA, 

TEDRO  MANUEL  HERRERA, 

MANUEL  ROBLES. 

Captain  Aulick — appointed  a  commissioner  by  Commodore  Perry 
on  behalf  of  the  navy,  (the  general-in-chief  not  being  able,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  roughness  of  the  sea,  to  communicate  with  the  navy 
until  afler  commissions  had  been  exchanged,)  and  being  present  by 
General  Scott's  invitation,  and  concurring  in  the  result  and  approving 
thereof— -hereto  affixes  his  name  and  signature. 

J.  H.  AULICK,  Ckptmn  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hkad-quartbks  of  TBI  Armt  or  U.  S.  of  Amcrica,  > 
Camp  WaMngUm^  hrfort  Vera  Qruz^  March  97,  1847.      ) 

Approved  and  accepted.  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

M.  C.  PERRY, 
Commander-in-chief  V.  S,  naval  foretM  Guff  of  Mexico^ 

Vera  Oruz^  Marzo  97,  1847. 

Approbad  y  acceptado.       j^gg  j^AN  DE  LANDEEO. 
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